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� ��� ����� to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered 

the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.” According to today’s gospel reading (Luke 

1:39�45 and following), Mary visited her older cousin Elizabeth to be with her in her pregnancy, and  

she stayed with Elizabeth three months. This was a visit that seemed to bring out the best in both 

women. �

��Because of Mary’s visit, Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and the child in her    

womb leapt for joy. �

��And Mary herself was moved to pray the great prayer that we know as the Magnificat. �

Both women, the visitor and the visited, were graced by Mary’s initiative to make this visit. �

THE VISIT WE CELEBRATE 

� Fr. Bosco Padamattummal ��

�

Today’s gospel passage tells us that the 

hospitality Elizabeth offered Mary was more 

than an open door, a warm welcome, and a 

place to stay. It was an affirmation of Mary’s 

life. It was a prayer commending Mary to God. 

It also was a blessing 

given back to Mary 

herself. “Blessed are 

you among women, 

and blessed is the 

fruit of your womb,” 

Elizabeth says to 

Mary. “And blessed 

are you who believed 

that what was spoken 

to you by the Lord 

would be fulfilled.” �

Elizabeth’s words 

of affirmation, 

commendation, and 

blessing will remain 

with Mary the rest    

of her life. They will 

echo in the silence    

as Mary ponders and 

treasures the words of the shepherds at Jesus’ 

birth. They will ring in her ears when Simeon 

declares that a sword will pierce her own soul. 

They will call her back to herself when her 

twelve�year�old son explains he must be in his 

father’s house. They 

will hold her broken 

heart at the cross. 

And they will sing 

with joy at the empty 

tomb. �

Christmas day is 

just a few days 

away. Like Mary, 

we too will journey 

to be present with 

loved ones and 

friends, and they will 

journey to be present 

to and with us, at 

least for Christmas 

dinner. As Mary 

greeted Elizabeth in 

the gospel reading 

and that 

�continued on p. 2�
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greeting was joyfully received, so the giving and receiving of 

greetings will be at the heart of our lives over the coming days. �

The giving and receiving of gifts are central to how we celebrate 

Christmas. We sense the value of being present to one another at 

this time of the year. We give presents to each other at Christmas, 

but deep down we probably sense that the greatest gift we can offer 

each other at this time is the gift of our presence. These are 

examples of the gospel in action. The Word becomes flesh in the 

ordinary transactions of human contact and care with our presence. �

The meeting of Mary and Elizabeth could be seen as one 

expression of the generations embracing one another. The younger 

woman, Mary, brings her youthful vitality to her older cousin whose 

need is probably greater. There are many expressions of the 

generations embracing one another over the course of the Christmas 

season. Parents and grandparents open up for children the deeper 

meaning of what they are celebrating. In such ways, today’s gospel 

scene also will be a lived reality this Christmas in our homes. Both 

women carried within them the mysterious power of God’s life, in 

the form of the unborn � Jesus and John the Baptist. As a result, the 

two women were a source of blessing for each other. �

We too carry the mysterious power of God’s life within us. 

The Word who became flesh and dwelt among us also dwells  

within each one of us. Like Mary, we too carry the Lord, in and 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. God’s Spirit has been poured 

into our hearts, and through the Spirit the Lord is being formed 

within us. Yes, we are all a work in progress, but by virtue of our 

faith, we carry the mysterious power of God’s life, of God’s Son 

within us. Our calling is to allow God’s Son that we carry within   

us to really live in us and through us, so that we can be a source of 

blessing for others, just as Mary and Elizabeth were for each other. 

God has given us the most wonderful of Christmas gifts: His own 

Son wrapped in flesh and blood. Whenever we give this same gift 

of God’s Son to each other, the blessing of Christmas becomes  

flesh � in and through us. �

Dear brothers and sisters, the visitation we really celebrate   

at this time of the year is not so much Mary’s visit to Elizabeth, 

but God’s visit to us. Zechariah, Elizabeth’s husband, sang about 

this when he said, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has 

visited and redeemed his people.” God has visited his people in    

the person of his Son, and having visited us in his Son, God has 

remained with us in his Son. �

God’s visitation was welcomed and received by shepherds  

and by kings. As Elizabeth was honored with a visit from the 

mother of her Lord, we have been honored and are continually 

honored with a visit from the Lord himself. Christmas invites us    

to express again our own welcome for the Lord who visits us. We 

open our lives to the Lord’s visit, saying to him, “Here I am. I want 

to do your will,” just as Mary responded to the Lord’s visit to her 

with the words, “Let it be to me according to your word.” �

One of the ways we welcome the Lord and do his will is by 

extending a warm welcome to each other in the days ahead.    ��

�

The Visit We Celebrate �

SAT. DEC. 18� Advent Weekday �

3:30-4:30pm Confession 

� 5:00pm Vigil MASS for the Fourth 

Sunday of Advent: ����������

	
	����� � Gerald Damian      

[Claudia Damian]   

SUN. DEC. 19�      Fourth Sunday of Advent �

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession 

� 8:30am MASS: � Oscar & � Daisy 

Walz [Judy Walz]  

� 10:30am MASS: For the People   

MON. DEC. 20� Advent Weekday �

� 12:10pm MASS: � Victoria Curley             

[Marilyn & Allan DeShano] 

6:00pm Staff Meeting / FFH 

7:00pm Evangelization Meeting / FFH 

TUES. DEC. 21� Advent Weekday (opt. mem. St. Peter Canisius, 

� Priest and Doctor of the Church)  �

� 8:30am MASS: � Jim Ross                

[Bill & Astrida Punches]��

WED. DEC. 22� Advent Weekday  �

� 8:30am MASS: � Mike Stem                

[Bill & Astrida Punches] 

THUR. DEC. 23� Advent Weekday (opt. mem. St. John of 

� Kanty, Priest) �

� 8:30am MASS: � Leocadia Wallison            

[Jim & Ella Landini] 

7:00pm Choir rehearsal / choir loft 

7:00-8:00pm Confession 

FRI. DEC. 24 � Advent Weekday �

� (no morning Mass)�

Jer 23:5�8�

Mt 1:18�25�

�

�

�

�

�

Mi 5:l�4a�

Heb 10:5�10�

Lk 1:39�45�

�

�

�

Is 7:10�14�

Lk 1:26�38 �

�

�

�

�

�

Sg 2:8�14 (or Zep 3:14�18a)�

Lk 1:39�45 �

�

�

1 Sm 1:24�28�

Lk 1:46�56 �

�

�

�

Mal 3:1�4, 23�24�

Lk 1:57�66 �

�

�

St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar � Dec. 18-26, 2021 

SUN. DEC. 26�      Feast: The Holy Family of Jesus, 

� Mary, and Joseph �

(Note: No confession time before Masses) 

� 8:30am MASS: � Ed & � Dorothy 

Kirk [Judy Walz]  

� 10:30am MASS: For the People  � 

The Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

CHRISTMAS EVE,  

FRIDAY,  

DECEMBER 24 

5:00 pm V� �! M"## 

for the Solemnity     

of the Nativity of    

the Lord:                   

� ����������������

[His loving wife Shirley] �

MIDNIGHT 

M�23� 45 M"## for 

the Solemnity of the 

Nativity of the Lord:�

 ������
��
���
��

$%&%':�

Is 62:1�5�

Acts 13:16�17, �

   22�25�

Mt 1:1�25 (or 

1:18�25)�

*%+,%&-.:�

Is 9:1�6�

Ti 2: 11�14�

Lk 2:1�14�

*01,%,&:�

Is 52:7�10�

Heb 1:1�6�

Jn 1:1�18 (or     

1:1�5, 9�14)�

[CHRISTMAS: A Holy Day of Obligation] 

CHRISTMAS MORNING, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25 

10:00 am MASS OF THE DAY FOR CHRISTMAS:   

� ����
��� ������������ �����
������ [The Walz Family] 

Hodie Christus Natus Est, Alleluia! 

(TODAY CHRIST IS BORN. ALLELUIA!) �

[Note: No Mass on Saturday evening at 5:00pm] 

A holy day of obligation 

Sir 3:2�6, 12�14�

Col 3:12�21 (or 3:12�17)�

Lk 2:41�52  �

(or 1 Sm 1:20�22, 24�28/�

1 Jn 3:1�2, 21�24/Lk 2:41�52)�

Please let Fr Bosco know… 

If you or anyone in your family or friends group is sick or in any way 

in need of a priest, please let Fr. Bosco know! We are blessed with a 

priest who so generously gives of himself to help 

those in need. What a sadness if someone is 

struggling with health or approaching death, 

and no one lets the priest know. You may  

be helping someone more than you can �

imagine.  ��
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NEED HELP? An “AA” group 

meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 

(next door to St Mary’s)�

0�

St. Mary Roman 

Catholic Church 

Stewardship�

WEEKLY COLLECTION �

Sunday, December 4, 2021�

Sunday Env (73) ����������������$ 7,252.00�

Welcome & Loose ������������������ 170.00�

E�Giving (4) ��������������������������� 412.49�

Immaculate Conception (4) ������ 75.00�

Christmas (2) ��������������������������� 35.00�

Solemnity of Mary (2) ��������������� 30.00�

Combined toward budget: �����$ 7,974.49�

Budget goal: ������������������������ 5,300.00�

Amt ABOVE goal: ������������ + 2,674.49�

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:�

Bldg. & Maint (15) �������������� $ 595.00�

Retired Religious (1) ������������������ 10.00�

Poor Box ��������������������������������  174.25�

Votive candles ����������������������� 108.00�

 

THINK YOU MIGHT BE 

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? �

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION�

Call (800) 712�HELP (4357) �

24�hr emergency pregnancy help�

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL �

(post�abortion reconciliation �

and healing) Call the confidential 

phone line: 517�993�0291, or email 

nlc@resurrec�onlansing.org�

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 

spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a 

separate support group for families & friends. 

For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 517�342�

2596 or email caverart@comcast.net�

Decorating for Christmas this coming week 

Christmas is a time of special beauty. Please consider helping decorate the church for 

Christmas! We will begin indoor decorations on Wed., Dec. 22, and for that we will need  

“heavy�lifter” volunteers to carry Christmas trees and nativity figurines, etc. from the rectory 

basement. We also need volunteers to set up the indoor and outdoor nativity scenes and to 

assemble and fluff the trees.�

On Thur., Dec. 23. we will need one volunteer to put the lights on the trees. Other volunteers 

will hang the wreaths and decorate the altar trees, etc.�

Finally, we need additional volunteers to decorate the rectory porch and outdoor trees on Wed. 

and/or Thurs., Dec. 22/23. Please contact Sue Fielder at 734�972�5652 or sfielder@umich.edu if 

you are able to help. Thank you. �

As we approach the end of the calendar year… 

There are many excellent reasons for being generous in your support of the Church: God 

blesses us, the Church reminds us of that obligation, and we may even experience a tax advantage. 

Please consider making an extra contribution to the parish before the end of the calendar year. Put 

your gift in the collection or mail it to the parish office before Dec. 31. And may God bless you.�

Thank you again 

The Altar Society wants to again thank all of you who supported the Wreath Sale, Bake Sale 

and the Holiday Raffle. It can never be said often enough just how important your support is to 

St. Mary’s. Again this year, there were fresh�made pretzels. This is something that takes many 

hands AND hours to be accomplished. Thanks to the Pretzel Crew: Greg & Laurie Sanders, Judy 

Walz, Inge Roncoli, Mary Shaw, Sue Tervo and her sister Mary, and Martin Brogley. They made 

over 40 dozen, and as usual, none were left. The winners of the Holiday Raffle items were      

LORI FEILER (Mary Shaw’s Holiday Table Runner), ELLA LANDINI (the $50 Cash, which she has 

requested be donated to Manchester Family Services), and JANET SHURTLIFF (the St. Mary’s Center 

Piece with Red Ribbons). May you all have a very Blessed Christmas and a Happy 2022.�

Still Time for Confession before Christmas 

When you check your list to make sure you got everything done that you needed to do before 

Christmas, was “confession” on that list? It’s not too late! Prepare your mind, heart, and soul to 

receive the Christ Child at Christmas. Fr. Bosco has scheduled one extra confession time this 

coming week: Thurs., Dec. 23 from 7:00�8:00pm. “O my Jesus…”�

O Come Let Us Adore Him! 

Christmas invites us into an even more intimate union with Jesus. Please consider continuing 

this and drawing even closer when the new year begins by making time for Eucharistic Adoration 

�especially on First Fridays when we have Exposition! For each hour of Exposition, a parishioner 

commits to staying with Jesus. There are three open times needing to be filled: 11:00am�noon, 

1:30�2:30pm, and 2:00�3:00pm. If you want to say “Yes” to spending time with Jesus, please 

contact Pete Nashif (who coordinates Adoration) at pjnashif@sbcglobal.net �

Do Not Waste God’s Grace�

St Jerome, the first Christian to translate the Bible from the original languages of Greek and 

Hebrew, told us, “To be ignorant of Scripture is to be ignorant of Christ.” The Bible is a lifeline 

to eternal life. If you don’t read � and study � Scripture, connect the dots! “The Bible Timeline” 

series starts on Thurs., Jan 27. This is your opportunity to receive God’s grace. It’s Scripture 

study made easy. Can you carve out a couple of hours during your week to gain Bible knowledge 

� knowledge of Christ? Decide to make the commitment. The promotion flyer and sign�up 

envelope are in the church vestibule. If you have questions, contact Dcn Dennis: 734�761�3163, 

waltersdennis1940@gmail.com  OR Bill Kwolek: 734�428�7674 land, 734�775�1124 cell, 

bkwolek@comcast.net  OR the parish office: 734�428�8811.�

Calling All Prayer Warriors 

Would you like to be part of the Parish Prayer Tree and receive prayer requests so you can 

include these needs in your daily prayers? If so, please email a message to sfielder@umich.edu. Or 

if you’d prefer to receive prayer requests via phone, please call 734�972�5652. Thank you.    ��

�� Sonja Rhees�

�� Connie (Uhr ) 

Marion and her 

daughter Milly 

& family�

�� Eric Feiler�

�� Mark 

Wiedmayer �

�� “L,” friend of 

Claudia Damian�

�� Joseph Ruiz�

�� Xander 

Antecio �

�� Bob 

Scharpenberg�

�� Paul Whelan �

�� Kirsten 

(stepdaughter of 

Laurie Sanders’ 

brother Mark)�

�� Ryan Colter  �

�� Joyce Stein �

�� Christy Woody �

�� Jerry Kripas�

�� Joe Kirk �

�� Loretta 

Widmayer�

�� Connie 

Stancato �

Please Pray for…�

…and for the repose of the soul of�

� Barbara Patrick�

�Carl Kemner�

�Rick Higgins �

and for their grieving loved ones.�

1)� In loving memory of 

+Bernita & +Russ Aiuto    

� (Kathy Cornell & Family ) �

2)� In loving memory of 

+Chuck Cornell            

� (Kathy Cornell & Family )�

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 

are burning this week for 

the following intentions: 

�

Birthday Blessings! 

D���� �! 20�

Natalie Bargardi�

D���� �! 21�

Mikayla Ball�

D���� �! 25�

Brandon Woods�
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A-1 TREE, INC.
Residential & Commercial

Tree, Shrub removal/Trimming
STump grinding • inSured

MARK LASKI
734-426-8809

Catholic Parishioner

MANCHESTER 
FAMILY PRACTICE 

Dr. Evelyn Eccles, MD 
122 W. Main St., Manchester 

734-428-8381 
Experience you can count on 

Serving the Area Since 1951
(734) 433-1831

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
• INDUSTRIAL •

No Job Too Small or Too Big!
www.bollingerse.com 

 Sharon Kleinschmidt
 & Richard Kennedy,
 Owners

734-428-8836
19860 Sharon Valley Rd.

“We Build Our Reputation Around Your Home”

500 GALLOWAY DR 
MANCHESTER, MI.

734-428-8277
www.adiskafamilydental.com

Polly’s
CountryCountry
MarketMarket
CountryCountry
MarketMarket

Serving You
 BETTER 

& Saving You
MORE

Since 1970! 

Thank You For Your Patronage!
1255 S. Main St., Chelsea

734-433-0130

ROBERTS PAINT & BODY
Now Offers Auto Detailing

Call us at (734) 475-1149 or
email detail@robertspb.com

for details, gift certificates, or to make
your next detailing appointment

Michigan’s
Largest

Real Estate
Company

40+ Years
of Experience

Residential & Commercial

Gene DeRossett
Call 734.395.2337

Local Service.

136 E. Main St. Manchester MI 48158
Phone: 734-428-9737  Fax 734-428-8215

Email: suttonagencyinc@comcast.net
Great Insurance.

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life | Home | Car | Business

Charles Reinhart Company Realtors
Jeff Klink, Realtor®

 Residential • Vacant Land • Commercial
 Cell: 734.260.7483
 Direct: 734.433.2186
 E-Fax: 734.669.4707 
 Email: Jeff@KlinkAssociates.com
 Website: www.KlinkandAssociates.com

BOYCE
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

In Business Since 1977
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

(Sales & Service)
 19215 Williamsville Rd. • Gregory, MI
 (734) 498-3308 (Still a local call)
 Scott Boyce
 Licensed & Insured

WE BELIEVE 
LIFE IS ALL 

ABOUT 
YOUR 

VISION

Manchester Eye 
Care Center, P.C.
DR. JULIE MARVIN-MANDERS, O.D. 
FELICIA SLATE, O.D.

P: 734-428-2020
110 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
MANCHESTER, MI 48158

HOURS: MON. 10-7, TUES. & FRI. 9-4, WED. & THURS. 8-5
WWW.VISIONSOURCE-MANCHESTEREYECARECENTER.COM

Contact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

A NO charge senior placement service 
dedicated to helping seniors and their 

families find SAFE, CARE APPROPRIATE 
and AFFORDABLE Assisted Living, Memory 
Care, Independent Living or In-Home Care. 

2020 CarePatrol Franchise Systems, LLC. Each office is independently owned and operated. CarePatrol is an equal opportunity employer.

248-207-8846
734-718-3171
RYoung@carepatrol.com

Rick Young
Senior Care Consultant/

Owner

Please call to
discuss how we

can help you.

Parts 734-396-7070
Service 734-396-7071

10940 M52, Manchester, MI 48158
manchesteragparts@gmail.com

www.manchesteragparts.com

Your Residential Specialist since 1991.
TINA DOYLE 

Realtor, Parishioner
SRES Certification

 734-904-2841
TDoyle@KW.com


