
Our Parish Mission Statement�

We, the Catholic�Christian Community of St. Roch Parish, following the work of Jesus Christ, are dedicated to the faith formation, and spiritual growth of our Parish and 

neighboring communities.  As the people of God, we are called through the Holy Spirit to evangelize, to minister, to provide faith�filled experiences of prayer and devotion 

and to cultivate the Gospel values of Love, Peace and Justice.�



TWENTY�FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME�  PAGE 2� SEPTEMBER 19, 2021�

�

Call Cheryl in the Parish Office�

@ 734�782�4471 or email her �

@ knappc@strochflatrock.com for 

more information.�

Greetings!�

�

Faith Formation classes began this week!  

It was wonderful to have the children back 

in the building!  If you haven’t registered 

yet, please call the office 734�782�4471 on 

Monday morning to take care of this and 

to get your children started.�

�

Wee worship for our Pre K and Kinder-

garten children begins at the 11:30 Mass 

this weekend!  Children will go with their 

catechist to the classroom before the 

Readings start and come back after Fa-

ther’s homily.�

�

Reminder:  There is a Confirmation Parent 

meeting immediately following the 11:30 

Mass today!�

�

Second Grade Parents will be meeting 

during their child’s classes on September 

20 or 21.  Please make arrangements to 

attend.�

�

On September 27th and 28th, all children 

will attend Mass as part of their class 

(they will either be in class before Mass or 

after Mass.  Monday, the Mass will be 

held at 5:00 and Tuesday Mass will be 

held at 6:00.�

�

I’m still in need of a couple aides, hall 

monitors, office helpers, and clean up 

crew.  If you can help, please let me 

know!�

�

You do not have to have a child in the 

program to help.  Please pray about this.  �

�

Wishing you all of God’s blessings!�

�

Mrs. Cheryl Knapp�

Fr. Ray’s X�Rays�

Howdy!  Moving through 

this month of September and 

rather quickly as it seems, sum-

mer ends and Autumn (Fall) 

begins and the days, well as we all know 

and have experienced, the days become 

shorter � the sun sets earlier each day.  

But for us Christ believers, there's light, a 

light � Jesus.  In the midst of the turmoil 

that we experience in life and evermore, 

in our own days today.  We need to know 

and rely on this light, Jesus.�

The parish celebrates Fall (I like using 

the term Autumn) in a variety of ways 

and means from Catechetical Sunday 

(this weekend) with our catechists, bless-

ing pets (on October 3) � our beloved 

companions � and later in the month, 

Trunk 'n Treat (Sunday October 31, 1�

3Pm) to WEE Worship for our little chil-

dren ages 2�5 and (which begins today at 

the 11:30 Mass).  All of these and other 

events are opportunities to explore parish 

life and note what God offers to us, ever-

more found in the changes of the season.  

Thus in the Autumn season which begins 

this week, celebrate the beauty of the 

earth. Take in a walk and watch how 

squirrels prepare or play, or birds swoop 

in and out. On our campus of St Roch, 

you can sometimes catch deer romping 

through the backyard while geese settle in 

on the shore of the pond. Take in a sunset 

and marvel at the wonders of God's crea-

tion.�

The FOP is beginning to form itself as 

the days of Autumn come to be. We have 

four representatives for our parish: two 

on the pastoral council and two other 

folks on the finance council (this is the 

same number of folks for each parish in 

our family). They will be having meet-

ings to address the things that each of us 

as parish community has done before, 

e.g., our September and October activities 

noted above) but now on a larger scale or 

level have � six parishes joining together � 

with activities and events that will cele-

brate this developing unity among us.�

Do take care and God's blessings, 

continue to be safe and wise.�

Addendum�

This weekend, envelopes are available 

for you to contribute to the Priest's Re-

tirement Fund Collection (like the retire-

ment fund for religious in December of 

each year).  This is a special fund for the 

Detroit priests � our senior priests � like 

Fr Rick Hartmann, and others that you 

have come to know as they help me when 

I am away � Fr Tom Puzio, Fr Richard 

Leliaert, Fr Dan Ring. This fund is for 

them and it helps us as a parish to meet 

the required monthly bill that we pay 

towards this fund.  So you are being in-

vited to be a part of it if you will, Thank 

you for your consideration and prayers. 

Your gift is greatly appreciated thanks 

Fray �

BLOOD DRIVE�

St. Roch Catholic Church�

25022 Gibraltar Road�

Flat Rock�

Thursday, October 14, 2021�

1:00 pm to 7:00 pm�

�

To schedule an appointment, please log 

onto RedCrossBlood.org (sponsor code: 

stroch) or call 1�800�RED CROSS (1�800

�733�2767.�

Catechetical Sunday�

This year, the Archdiocese of Detroit will 

celebrate Catechetical Sunday on Septem-

ber 19, 2021, with the theme “Disciples 

of Jesus: Witnesses to the Gospel.” On 

this special day, catechists are formally 

commissioned for ministry to our parish 

community to pass on the Catholic Faith 

to our families.  Today we celebrate our 

catechists’ response to the Lord’s invita-

tion to develop their own relationship with 

Jesus. Catechists teach us to recognize 

Jesus’ voice and invitation in our own 

lives so that we will grow as His disciples 

and witness his love and mercy in our 

world. We also celebrate our parents, 

grandparents, and guardians by recogniz-

ing their important role in teaching the 

faith.  The parish community is encour-

aged to pray for all catechists who dedi-

cate themselves to the mission of helping 

those they teach to hear the voice of Jesus 

and to grow in relationship with Him.  �



VOICE OF ST. ROCH CHURCH� PAGE 3� WWW.STROCHFLATROCK.COM�

�

Pastoral and Sacramental Guidelines�

�

Baptism�

Infant baptisms are celebrated 

on the second Sunday of each 

month at 11:30 Mass (or after).  

Parents requesting baptism of 

their child or children must 

contact the parish office, be 

baptized (or at least one par-

ent), registered and active 

members of the parish.  They 

must attend a baptism class at least one 

month prior to the baptism.  Newly regis-

tered members must wait three months 

prior to a request. �

�

Marriage�

Couples seeking to be married at St. 

Roch’s must contact the pastor to secure a 

date, contacting him at least six months or 

more, prior to their desired date.   One 

member of the party must be a baptized 

Catholic, active and registered at St. 

Roch’s (or through their parents).  The 

couple will then be instructed in the mar-

riage preparation program.  Non�catholic 

members (of the party) or previously mar-

ried members are not restricted from en-

tering into marriage, so long as they are 

free to marry according to the laws of the 

Catholic Church.�

�

Anointing of the Sick�

Any member of the parish 

may be anointed prior to 

surgery, beginning thera-

pies, suffering chronic illnesses, having 

reached old age and/or having been hospi-

talized.  This sacrament of healing is for 

the living (conscious and alert) and can 

be celebrated in church, at home or in 

the hospital.  Please contact the parish 

office for a visit to be arranged.  Emergen-

cies always take precedence.  �

�

First Eucharist and Confirmation�

Please contact the religious education of-

fice for information regarding these initia-

tion rites, requirements and subsequent 

celebrations.�

�

Reconciliation�

This healing sacrament is celebrated every 

Saturday afternoon at 3Pm in the church 

or by appointment.  �

�

Catholic School Tuition Assistance�

St. Roch Parish is able to assist families 

who are active members of the Parish, 

with Catholic School tuition assistance.  

Contact Fr. Ray and or the Finance Coun-

cil for more information. �

�

RCIA�

Are you thinking of becoming a Catholic?�

Call Cheryl @ 734�782�4471 or e�mail 

her @ knappc@strochflatrock.com.�

COLLECTION � 09�05�2021�

Registered Families   � 691�

Sunday Envelopes Returned   � 146�

�

Envelopes� $�5,328.00�

Loose� $� 403.00�

Children’s Collection� $� 5.00�

Total� $�5,736.00�

Weekly Budget� $7,740.00�

(Under) Over Budget� $(2,004.00)�

August On�Line Offertory� $�4,193.37�

� Maintenance� $� 145.87�

� St Vincent� $� 101.05�

�

Supplemental Income�

Assumption� $� 5.00�

Maintenance� $� 166.00�

Miscellaneous�

� (Votives/Masses/Funerals)� $� 70.00�

Religious Education� $� 455.00�

�

Total Sunday & Suplm’tl    $�6,432.00�

�

St Vincent DePaul (107)� $8,767.00�

�

The donation box is located in front of 

the baptismal font�the white box.�

�

THANK YOU!�

LEST WE FORGET�

Lord, may we remember in prayer, our 

loved ones.  Support them with your Holy 

Spirit and grant us the courage and grace 

to embrace your loving ways.  With all 

our heart, strength and love grant them 

divine consolation and eternal rest. �

 

Jessica (Hooker) Kasik—August 2, 

2021 

Jean Ann Campo – September 19, 2005 

Frank Baksa – September 19, 2016 

Mario Casino – September 20, 2007 

Rosmana Schmidt – September 20, 2016 

Porter Kinsey- September 21, 2000 

Annelie Orkisz- September 21, 2000 

Joseph Smith- September 22, 1997 

Mary Winters – September 22, 2009 

Donald Ghist – September 24, 2014 

Dorothy Emery – September 25, 2003 

Helen Stevens – September 25, 2005 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and 

let perpetual light shine upon them.�

Mass Schedule 

Saturday, September 18th, 2021�

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

3:00 pm� � Reconciliation�

4:00 pm� � Loretta Sultana�

� Req. by� � Gene & Elaine�

Sunday, September 19th, 2021�

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

9:00 am� � Ray Dusseau (12 Yrs)�

� � � Richard Janis (8 Yrs)�

� Req. by� � Robert�

11:30 am� � Gordon Cook�

� Req. by� � Daughter�

� Catechist Blessing�

� Wee Worship Pre K & K�

� 9th Grade in attendance at Mass/Parent�

� � � Meeting to follow�

Calendar of Events 

Monday, September 20th, 2021�

� 8:30 am�� Meals on Wheels�

9:00 am� � Loretta Sultana�

� Req. by� � Wegienka Family�

� 4�5:30 pm� Faith Formation � 2nd Gr  �

� � � Parent Mtg Social Hall�

� 6�7:30 pm� Faith Formation� 2nd Gr  �

� � � Parent Mtg Social Hall�

Tuesday, September 21st, 2021�

9:00 am� � Mass�

� 6�7:30 pm� Faith Formation � 2nd Gr  �

� � � Parent Mtg Social Hall�

� 7:00 pm�� Christian Service Commission�

Wednesday, September 22nd, 2021�

� 8:30 am�� Meals on Wheels�

� 12:30�3:00� Bible Study and Sharing�

� 5�7:00 pm� Flat Rock Soup Kitchen�

Thursday, September 23rd, 2021�

� 8:30 am�� Meals on Wheels�

9:00 am� � No Mass�

� 4�5:30 pm� Faith Formation 9th Grade�

� 6�7:30 pm� Faith Formation 9th Grade�

Friday, September 24th 2021�

9:00 am� � No Mass�

� 7:30 pm�� AA�

Mass Schedule 

Saturday, September 25th, 2021�

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

3:00 pm� � Reconciliation�

4:00 pm� � Michael Cassan�

� � � Robert Cassan�

� Req. by� � MaryAnn & Fred Fischer�

Sunday, September 26th, 2021�

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

9:00 am� � Deceased Members of�

� � � St. Roch Parish Family�

11:30 am� � Donald Ghist�

� Req. by� � Mary Ellen�

� Wee Worship Pre�K & K� �
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�

To the best of our ability we try to create a flawless bulletin for your enjoyment and to keep you up to date on the happenings of the parish.  Being hu-

man, and with time limitations, we know some mistakes have been and will be made; we trust that you will understand and forgive.�

Stewardship Thoughts Cycle B (Mark)   Twenty�Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time�

In today’s reading from the Book of Wisdom, the wicked plot the death of the “just one”. They wanted to see if God will take care of 

Him. This passage prefigures Christ’s suffering, mocking, and death, as Jesus tells His disciples in St. Mark’s Gospel. The Scripture 

readings from St. James and St. Mark warn against false ambition and seeking rank instead of looking to serve the Lord. These attitudes 

cause division among Christ’s followers. With humility, Jesus explains that true discipleship requires the first to be last and servants of 

all. As Christian stewards, how is the Lord asking us to serve Him? To answer this question, spend some quiet time daily to open your 

heart and clear your mind to listen to what the Lord asks of you. �

LECTOR/EME SCHEDULE 

In today’s Gospel Jesus called the Twelve, and said to them, “If anyone wish-

es to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.” Taking a child, he 

placed it in their midst, and putting his arms around it, he said to them, “Whoever 

receives one child such as this in my 

name, receives me; and whoever receives 

me, receives not me but the One who sent 

me.”�

Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de 

Paul will help hungry children feel the arms of Jesus around them.  Please leave a 

message for the Society of St. Vincent dePaul…we want to help!  St. Roch St. Vin-

cent de Paul number is 734�778�2998.�

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK �

First Reading:  �

The Wisdom writer reveals the mentality of the 

wicked, characterized by revenge and treachery.  

How best should people of faith respond to such 

behavior?�

Second Reading:  �

James offers insight into the human condition as it 

relates to how often our ambitions and passions 

can lead us astray. How do you keep yourself 

grounded in holy intentions?    �

Gospel: �

We hear today how the disciples were afraid to 

ask Jesus questions and reluctant to share with him 

some of their tensions. Why do you sometimes 

hold back from opening up to the Lord?  ©LPi�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 

Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments 

The View from the Back of the Line�

Have you known that person? The one who leaves every person they encounter 

feeling a little more blessed for having met them? They’re the friend you can count 

on when nothing is going well. They’re the one who’s always “doing” for others. 

They’re never gossiping or sniping or complaining. �

We wonder how they do it, how they have it in them. We’re a little envious, 

even if we don’t let ourselves acknowledge it.�

That, folks, is what the view is like from the front of the line, gazing at those 

suckers in the way back and wondering why they’re smiling so much. �

We’ve all been at the front of a line and felt no shame about it. We show up 

early, we put in the time and the legwork, and we “earn” whatever it is we came 

for � sports tickets, the latest Apple product, whatever. That’s how it works here 

on Earth, where the fastest win the race, the fittest survive and the first shall be 

first, always.�

It’s exactly why stewardship is such a tall order. Stewardship calls us to play by 

the rules of another kingdom � one where the richest have the least amount in 

their bank accounts and the happiest don’t seem to have anything to show for it, at 

least materially.�

If you have a person in your life who always seems happy “doing” for others, 

it’s because by a boatload of God’s grace, they play by the rules of the other place. �

Watch and take notes � and don’t be afraid to join them at the back of the line.�

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  ©LPi�

Time� Lector/EM�

September 4�

4:00 pm�

SATURDAY�

Judy Morgan/Pat Vassel�

WHY DO WE DO THAT? � �

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED�

Question: Why are Catholics required to fast before Communion?�

Answer:  How we prepare for an important event helps us with the intentionality of 

our actions and raises our awareness. We prepare our house for guests. We wash 

our car before an important trip. We create a nursery for a newborn child. All of 

these actions heighten our senses for what is about to come.�

   The fast required by canon law before holy Communion has its roots in Jewish 

spiritual practices. We fast for cleansing and to demonstrate our reliance on God. 

Catholics used to fast for much longer periods of time, but it was Pope Paul VI in 

1964 who set the time at one hour in an attempt to encourage people to receive the 

holy Eucharist more frequently. That one�hour observance allows us to pause and 

reflect on what we will participate in in the very near future. We deny our bodies 

so that we can focus more clearly on the Body of Christ that we will consume.�

©LPi�

September 5�

9:00 am�

11:30 am�

SUNDAY�

Tim Stokes/Gabe Tamburino�

Kevin Martin/Lilli Martin�

September 11�

4:00 pm�

SATURDAY�

Gayle Malloy/Mary Jo Taschler�

September 12�

9:00 am�

11:30am�

SUNDAY�

John Patrick/Virgil Valmassoi�

Allie Matzo/Becky Matzo�

September 18�

4 pm�

SATURDAY�

Pam Munroe /Gayle Malloy�

September 19�

9:00 am�

11:30 am�

SUNDAY�

Lana Cooper/Fio Valmassoi�

Mike Holtschlag/Tari Lasperance�

September 25�

4:00 pm�

SATURDAY�

Dan Harnum/Pat Vassel�

September 26�

9:00 am�

11:30 am�

SUNDAY�

Kelli Lambrix/Mary Kehoe�

Debra Meeks/Val Peterson�
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WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES �

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2021�

SUNDAY:� 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Catechetical Sunday; Wis 2:12, 17�20/

� Ps 54:3�4, 5, 6�8 [6b]/Jas 3:16�4:3/Mk 9:30�37 �

MONDAY:� Sts. Andrew Kim Tae�gŏn, Priest, and Paul Chŏng Ha�sang and Com

� panions, Martyrs; Ezr 1:1�6/Ps 126:1b�2ab, 2cd�3, 4�5, 6 [3]/Lk 8:16�18�

TUESDAY:� St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist; Eph 4:1�7, 11�13/Ps 19:2�3, 4�5 

� [5]/Mt 9:9�13�

WEDNESDAY:� Ezr 9:5�9/Tb 13:2, 3�4a, 4befghn, 7�8 [1b]/Lk 9:1�6�

THURSDAY:� St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest; Hg 1:1�8/Ps 149:1b�2, 3�4, 5�6a and 9b [cf. 

� 4a]/Lk 9:7�9�

FRIDAY:� Hg 2:1�9/Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4 [5]/Lk 9:18�22�

SATURDAY:� BVM; Zec 2:5�9, 14�15a/Jer 31:10, 11�12ab, 13 [cf. 10d]/Lk 9:43b�45�

NEXT SUNDAY:26th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Nm 11:25�29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12�13, 14 

� [9a]/Jas 5:1�6/Mk 9:38�43, 45, 47�48  ©LPi�

LIVE THE LITURGY �

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK �

What does it mean to be God’s serv-

ant? In essence, it means being willing to 

call the world back to its childlike inno-

cence, showing all that a joy�filled play-

fulness has a place in life. The servant of 

God serves to foster the Kingdom of God. 

God’s kingdom is not a sterile, unhappy, 

strict, and rigid reality. It is quite the op-

posite. It is a kingdom devoid of jealousy 

and selfish ambition where peace, gentle-

ness, mercy, and good works abound. To 

be a servant of this kingdom means that 

selfish ambition must be set aside so that 

others can be first, and justice pursued at 

all cost. The prayer of this kind of servant 

is not focused on self�advancement or 

need. Rather, the servant’s prayer seeks to 

detach from self�concern in order to be 

used by God. In this way, we who are 

servants can be inspired, guided, empow-

ered, and led by God. We can then be 

used to lay the cornerstones of the king-

dom: faith, hope, and love. It is upon these 

that God’s firm dwelling is built. Accept-

ing this call may place us last in the 

world’s eyes but first in God’s. ©LPi�

Prayer to St. Roch�

Patron of Contagious Illnesses�

O Blessed Saint Roch, �

Patron of the sick, have pity on 

those who lie upon a bed of 

suffering.  Your power was so 

great when you were in this 

world, that by the sign of the 

Cross, many were healed of 

their diseases.  Now that you 

are in heaven, your power is 

not less.  Offer, then, to God our sighs 

and tears and obtain for us that health we 

seek through Christ our Lord.  Amen�

(Repeat the following 3 times)�

Saint Roch, pray for us, that we may be 

preserved from all diseases of body and 

soul.�

First Reading:�

Let us condemn him to a shameful death;�

    for according to his own words, God 

will take care of him. (Wis 2:20)�

Psalm:�

The Lord upholds my life. (Ps 54)�

Second Reading:�

And the fruit of righteousness is sown in 

peace for those who cultivate peace. �

(Jas 3:18)�

Gospel:�

“The Son of Man is to be handed over to 

men and they will kill him, and three 

days after his death the Son of Man will 

rise.”   (Mk 9:31)�

�

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 

1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 

Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 

1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.  ©LPi�

�

�

�

�

�

St. Cyprian Catholic Church�

13249 Pennsylvania Rd�

Riverview, MI  48193�

�

We will be distributing food on the fol-

lowing days from 10�11:00 am:�

�

September 29th.�

ST ROCH CHRISTIAN 

SERVICE �

COMMISSION�

The Christian Service 

Commission will be kicking 

off its 2021�2022 service campaign with a 

meeting on September 21, @ 7 pm in the 

gathering space.  We will be discussing 

current and future projects, our role in the 

new “Family of Parishes” plan and our indi-

vidual roles in St. Roch Christian Service.  

We are extending an invitation to parish 

members to join us and enjoy the experi-

ence of giving your talents to help others 

through Christian service.  Please remember 

to bring your mask as we are following the 

mask guidelines recently established by the 

AOD.  Thank you in advance for offering 

your time and talent.�

�

With praise and gratitude to Almighty God 

The Archdiocese of Detroit  

Announces the ordination of�

Please share Charles and Deborah’s joy as  

The Sacrament of Holy Orders  

is confirmed by  

His Excellency Allen Vigneron  

Archbishop of Detroit 

Saturday, October 2nd, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. 

Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament 

9844 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Michigan  

Charles G. Dault  

To the order of 

Permanent Deacon 
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�

In marriage, communication is more than just 

talking.  At some point, did you stop sharing about 

the things that were important to you?  Did your 

spouse?  �

Improving a marriage takes time and a con-

scious effort.  Sometimes the distance between a 

husband and wife can seem so wide that it cannot 

be repaired. Retrouvaille is designed to help mar-

ried couples understand each other and reconnect.   

Safe.  Private.  Effective.  Rediscover Your Love.�

The next Retrouvaille program will begin on 

Friday, October 15, 2021 �

Visit HelpOurMarriage.org or call 800�470�

2230  �

Joseph Cooper, CDR US Navy�

Mark E. Bomia�LCDR, Navy�

John Taylor II, �

Tim Koscielny, USCG, BM2�

Noah Holtschlag, USMC�

Mark Cordovado, Army�

Yahir Macias, Army�

Donald Puruleski, Army�

PRAYER FOR MILITARY�

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as they 

protect us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they 

perform for us in our time of need.  I ask this in the name of Jesus, 

Our Lord and Savior, Amen�

Please keep in prayer ALL the men & women serving in the�

military & coastguard. �

Especially these members of our Parish Community:�

Please let us know of current personnel in the Armed Services�

Paul Adams�

SFC Leonard Addams�

Beverly Asper�

Debbie Baron�

Frank R. Beven�

Janet Beven�

Elaine Bliznik�

Krista Bonesteel�

Bill Bonkowski�

Amy Bowling�

Carla Brown�

Wes & Noni Bulman�

Victor Campbell�

Victor Campbell, Jr.�

David Coffey�

In Our Thoughts And Prayers�

Please call the parish office to add or remove someone from the prayer list.  Thank you.�

Ashley Rose�

   (Hanning) Collins�

Mike Cragg�

Maxine Crandall�

Joyce Downey�

Marlene Elwell�

Lori Ferguson�

Sharon Fletcher�

Rick Fournier�

Cheryl (Mallon)��

   Gohlinghorst�

Louise Griffiths�

Tom Hartnett�

Cheryl Hojnowski�

Edyth Holland�

Rachel Ivey�

Barb Jennings�

Rachael Jennings�

Cathleen Karnacki �

Roseann Keenan�

Mary Kehoe�

Kay Kinsey�

Martha LaPrad�

Tony Lloyd�

Linda Mackay�

Mary Ellen Maley�

Dcn John Malloy�

Colton McGowan �

(Deacon John’s grandson)�

Isabel Metty�

Harold Peterson�

Nick Peterson�

John Piekarski�

Barb Pierce�

Eileen Przybylo�

Dorothy Ransford�

Paul Ransford�

Joanne Rodzewicz�

Brenda Roll�

Jennifer Russell�

Kevin Rzeppa�

Pamela Sanderson�

Tanya Setser�

Hunter Simadon�

Dolores Smith�

Margaret Stamper�

JulieAnne Steckel�

Bruce Stevenson�

Carol Stoughton�

Tom & Susan Strong�

Jennie Sute�

Joanne Tamburino�

Joshua Tate�

Greg Tinsler�

Carol Toporek �

Mary Wellman�

Ann Williams�

Zelinske Family�

Mary Ann Zukowski�

David Zurawski, Sr.�

There is something about being first. Whether it be first in line, first to be 

picked for the team, or the first one to finish their work, great satisfaction is 

achieved. Our egos love being first. It somehow sets us apart from everyone else, 

gives us a sense of pride and positions us to feel better than others. When we are 

first, we can glory in our efforts, skills, and achievements. Isn’t that what really 

matters? After all, we are taught from a very young age to be proficient, stay on 

top, be the best at what we do, and win the praise and esteem of others. This is the 

stuff that makes us successful and provides us with a comfortable, satisfying life.�

Jesus wants none of it. All of the details we anguish over mean little to the 

kingdom of God. You want to be first? Then, be a servant and welcome a child. 

All of this is the opposite of our often vehement pursuits. If we are serious about 

following Jesus and living the Gospel, then we must put the needs of others be-

fore our own. If we continue to listen only to the noise of the world, we are going 

to continue to believe the illusions we inherit. Those illusions come in many 

forms, but all have things in common: me before you, being on top and not the 

bottom, us versus them, personal security over universal harmony and peace. 

When are we going to learn that always striving to be the best and first is an emp-

ty pursuit in our struggle for happiness? While satisfying our ego with this mo-

mentary boost of esteem may feel good for a moment, is it what we really desire?�

If we can break from the world’s noise and create a space of sacred silence in 

our lives, we can begin to listen and see that we are being called in another direc-

tion. What we really desire is not the bolstering of our egos but the innocence we 

lost somewhere along the way. When we can be playful, joyful, and even some-

what carefree, life is good. We want our relationships to work, a place to call 

home, and to live peaceful lives with our sisters and brothers. Only a servant can 

do this. The servant’s prayer seeks to detach from self�concern in order to be used 

by God. Rather than worrying about being first and coming out on top, we can be 

inspired, guided, empowered, and led to do good works. Stop worrying about 

being first and put greater energy into feeling joy.  ©LPi�

GOSPEL MEDITATION:  �

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE�

25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME�

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR�

   Wednesday, Sept. 22 �  Polish Family 

Style Dinner at Carl Stitt Post Hall, 

23850 Military  Dearborn Hgts. $20  

5:00�9:00 p.m.  Call Carol by Sept. 15 

at 313�562�3080.�

   Thursday, Sept. 23 �  Men Only Breakfast at Ste-

ve’s Family Restaurant, 15800 Middlebelt Livonia, 

9:00 a.m.  Call Dick 313�534�0399�

   Wednesday, Sept. 29 �  Breakfast at Jonny Cakes 

Café, 5846 Sheldon, Canton. 9:30 a.m.   Call Glo-

ria 734�459�7995 �
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Pastor:  Reverend Raymond H. Lewandowski, M. Div., M. A. �

Deacon:  Reverend Mr. John Malloy�

Office Manager:  Theresa Blevins:  griffint@strochflatrock.com�

Faith Formation Director:  Cheryl Knapp: knappc@strochflratrock.com�

Minister of Music:  Anne Merenda:  merendaa@strochflatrock.com�

Office/R.E.Clerk:  Nancy Hassell  restroch@strochflatrock.com�

Bookkeeper:  �

Youth Minister:  Cliff Jackson:  jacksonc@strochflatrock.com�

Maintenance:  Eric Crock�

Bulletin Editor:  Theresa Blevins at griffint@strochflatrock.com�

Sponsor of the Week:  Bobcean Funeral Home�

This bulletin is a very integral part of our Parish.  It comes to us cost free because of those generous people who advertise on the business page on the back.  Please show 

your support by patronizing these businesses. �

Council Chair: Diane Hepner; 734�789�1903 ; dimark7@att.net�

Council Vice Chair:  Maureen DiGiacomo; mdigiacomo44@comcast.net�

Recording Secretary:  Val Peterson; 734�787�1611 , vap48134@yahoo.com�

Council Members at Large�

Nick Matzo; Nmatzo@yahoo.com�

Linda MacKay; lindam1021@att.net�

Gabe Tamburino; gulfer44@yahoo.com�

�

Christian Service:  Mark Hepner; 734�789�1903, dimark7@att.net�

Education:   Commission Chairperson:  �

Wee Worship (Children’s Liturgy of the Word)�

Jennifer Wilhelm�

Finance Chairman:  Bob Makowski; bobmakowski30@gmail.com�

Vice�President:  �

Recording Secretary:  �

Building & Grounds:  Gerald Nickerson:  734�676�2949�

Worship:  Kevin Martin �

Vicariate Representatives:  Karen & Mark Ferguson, �

mkferguson25@hotmail.com; 734�626�0857�

St. Vincent DePaul�734�778�2998�

Meals on Wheels�734�789�7161�

PARISH STAFF (734 782�4471)  Office Hours M�F 9�12 and 1�4 (Fax # 782�5450)�

email: stroch@strochflatrock.com  Facebook.com/strochflatrock; web page strochflatrock.com�
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 PROTECTION YOU
   CAN DEPEND ON
 Cheryl Cybulla Savage
KSP Insurance Agency, Inc.
1420 Ford Ave., Wyandotte
734-285-5600
 www.kspinsurance.com

Downrivers Favorite Italian Steakhouse

734-285-1707
916 West Jefferson Trenton, MI 48183

Contact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553
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NOW Offering Parishioner Discounts!

Since 1953
13460 Northline Rd. 
Southgate, MI 48195
734-285-0110

Mon., Thurs. 10-8
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 9-5
www.JabroCarpetOne.com

 Expo Nails Complete Nail Care
 • Acrylic Nails • Shellac Manicure
 • Pink & White Nails • Spa Pedicure
 • Gel Nails • Waxing
Parishioner (734) 782-2203

Mon.-Fri. 9:30am - 7:30pm • Sat. 9:30am -7pm
Sun. 11:30 am - 5pm • Walk-ins Welcome

26606 Telegraph Rd., Flat Rock

 CREST
8 Time President’s Award Winner, Sales & Service

(Ford Motor Co. Highest Dealer Recognition for Customer Satisfaction)

www.crestfordflatrock.com
22675 Gibraltar Rd.  “We’ll have the coffee on!” 734-782-2400

 734-284-1224
744 Vinewood • wyandotte, Mi 48192

www.geeandmissler.com 

EE & Est. 1949

 ISSLER
 HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

GM

Our Lady of Victory Council • #5446
Serving St. Mary OLTA and St. Roch

Consider joining today
Email us at MD5446@mikofc.org

 JENNIE’S BACKYARD
 R.V. Storage • Boat Storage
 Owner - Resident Caretaker
22332 TELEGRAPH, BROWNSTOWN 675-3040

Make your backyard Jennie’s backyard

PTPT  Nails & SpaNails & Spa
 professional Nails Care
 Mon - Fri. 9:30AM-8PM
 Sat. 9:30AM-7PM | Sun. 11AM-5PM
 734.676.6037
 www.ptnailsspa.com
20783 Gibraltar Rd. Brownstown, MI 48183

THIS SPACE IS

 REAL ESTATE 
 GROUP
 Residential 
 Commercial

Wyandotte: (734) 284-8888
Trenton: (734) 479-6000

www.downriverrealestategroup.com

Celebrate the life       Cherish the memories.

• Allen Park • Trenton
• Rockwood • Monroe

martenson.com

(734) 671-5400

 26307 Huron River Dr. 1142 Monroe Ave., Box 326
 Flat Rock, MI 48134 Carleton, MI 48117
 734-782-2755 734-654-2000
 Robert J. Gilbert, Owner, Mgr. Lee A. Bobcean, Mgr.

BobceanFuneralHome.com | bobceanfh@gmail.com

Cardiac | Respiratory | Orthopedic Rehab
18591 Quarry | Riverview | MI 48193
734.282.2100

www.bellefountain.com

- Short Term Rehab -

734-240-9732 | 610 W. Elm Ave. | Monroe, MI

IHM Senior Living Community
	 • short-term rehab
	 • skilled nursing
	 • post-hospital stay

Jeff Frost  
734-782-2411

Protect What Matters Most

insurancebyfrost.com

Complete Lawn Care - Fertilization Program - Maintenance Packages 
www.freemanslawn.com 

Hampton Manor of Woodhaven
 Opening Soon!
 Independent Living, Assisted
 Living & Memory Care.

Call today to schedule a tour and lock in your
Move-in Rate for up to 2 years. 

734-818-5100
22125 Van Horn Rd, Woodhaven, MI 48183

www.woodhavenassistedliving.com

Law Offices Of 
JOHN O. KNAPPMANN

 

WILLS • PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNING
TRUSTS • BUSINESS • CRIMINAL

Parishioner • 734-931-0440
 

www.knappmannlaw.com


