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First Sunday of Advent

And then they will see 'the Son of Man
coming in the clouds'with great power
and glory. (Mk 13:26)

CRONK’S CORNER
Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor
with Joey

During the weeks leading up to Thanksgiving, our schedule
for submitting articles for publication in the Sunday bulletin
got rather jammed and out of the usual time frame. Consequently there was no way to offer a fitting tribute to an
important member of the St. Owen Staff who passed away.
Our Head Sacristan, Lynn Tomlinson, died of a rapid and
aggressive cancer at the age of 68.
You may wonder what the Head Sacristan does and why
Lynn is so dearly missed. She was responsible for setting up
for every Mass: Sundays, Holydays, Holy Week, Christmas,
all of them. She saw to it that there would be enough hosts,
wine and that the sacred vessels were clean, in place and ready
to be used. It was her job to make sure that the minor changes
necessary to accommodate my manner of celebrating liturgies
as well as our weekend helpers, Fr. Welsh and Fr. Grimaldi.
When I asked Lynn to take on the responsibilities of this
position, she viewed the opportunity as a vocation, her calling
to serve the Lord in a deeply personal and important way.
She spent a great deal of time in church with her friends,

Jesus and Mary. She knew them very well. They were her
friends and companions. I walked in one day when no one
else was in the building. There was Lynn literally skipping
and dancing while praising the Lord for his blessings. And
whenever she passed by the statue of the Virgin, she would
always say “Hi Mama.” And no matter what was going on in
her life or in the world at large, Lynn always found the
positive. “It’s the Holy Spirit,” she would say.
Even as the cancer took her strength and cause terrible pain,
it never weakened her resolve to continue taking care of her
sacristan duties and to put everything in God’s hands. She
told me one day near the end, “Dying is hard, Father.” But
she never wavered, she never doubted, she never complained.
She was aware of what was happening to her and yet she
continued to trust so strongly and fervently.
Our own Karen Heuer became her companion 24/7 and did
everything humanly possible to give her comfort and assistance. This is what Christian Service is all about. Our thanks
go out to Karen for taking such good care of one of our own.
After her long, debilitating illness, our sister Lynn has now
gone home and rests in heavenly peace. She is missed terribly.
Even at her funeral Mass confusion reigned, despite (or because
CRONK’S CORNER, continued on page 3.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. OWEN
LITURGICAL
MASS INTENTIONS
COLOR: Purple

First Sunday of Advent

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES

SATURDAY
December 1

Elias and Norma Denha
Req. by their family

Rv 22:1-7
Lk 21:34-36

4pm Reconciliation
5pm Mass
6pm Bake Sale sponsored by Youth Group

SUNDAY
December 2

9am Deceased members of St. Owen

Jer 33:14-16
1 Thes 3:12--4:2
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

Coffee/donuts after Masses
Bake Sale sponsored by Youth Group
9am Mass
10am Religious Formation Classes-Center
10am-12:30pm Poinsettia/Wreath pickup-Center
11am Mass-Teen Liturgy
7pm Youth Group Education meeting-Teen Room

MONDAY
December 3

Lynn Tomlinson
Req. by Dee Whiting

Is 2:1-5
Mt 8:5-11

9am Mass
7pm Religious Formation Classes-Center

TUESDAY
December 4

Lynn Tomlinson
Req. by Fr. Cronk and St. Owen Staff

Is 11:1-10
Lk 10:21-24

9am Mass

WEDNESDAY
December 5

Is 25:6-10a
Mt 15:29-37

9am Communion Service
9:30am Knit/crochet group-Center
10am Church and globe cleaning
5pm Children’s Choir rehearsal
6pm Hand Bell Carillon
7pm Adult Chorale

THURSDAY
December 6

Is 26:1-6
Mt 7:21, 24-27

6:30am Men’s Bible Study-Center
8pm AA-Center

11am Kathy Michalik
Req. by St. Owen Parishioners

FRIDAY
December 7

Nazar Yono
Req. by Rajah Yono

Is 29:17-24
Mt 9:27-31

9am Mass

SATURDAY
December 8
Feast of the
Immaculate Conception

Kevin Whiting
Anniversary of death.
Req. by Dee Whiting

Bar 5:1-9
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11
Lk 3:1-6

4pm Reconciliation
5pm Mass
6pm Joy of the Lord-Center

SUNDAY
December 9

9am George and Albertine Kallabat
Req. by Suad Husaynu
11am Jack Kamphausen and
Elizabeth Kamphausen
Req. by Bill and JoAnn Kamphausen

Bar 5:1-9
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11
Lk 3:1-6

9am Mass
10am Religious Formation Classes-Center
11am Mass
12pm Promise Tree gifts due-Narthex
12:30pm Organize Promise Tree gifts-Narthex
2pm Singles Bridge-Center
2pm Ad Altare Dei meeting-Center
5:30pm Youth Group Leadership-Teen Room
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***************

Driving directions and Mass times:
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CRONK’S CORNER, continued from page 1.

of) four priests and three deacons because Lynn wasn’t
there to take care of the setup. We would have benefitted
enormously if Lynn had been able to get this ready that day.
In my homily at her funeral, I talked about her easy conversation with our Savior and his Mother. I could hear Lynn,
meeting the Virgin Mary face to face: “Hi Mama.” And
Mary, having known this woman of extraordinary faith for
years and years while she was with us: “Hi Lynn. Welcome
home.”
“I give thanks to my God at every remembrance of you,
praying always with joy because of your partnership in the
Gospel. I am confident of this: That the one who began a
good work in you will continue to complete it until the Day
of Christ Jesus.” (Phil 1:3-6)
***************

Buried from St. Owen
Monday, November 19, 2018

Today we celebrate the First Sunday of Advent,
a special time at the very beginning of the
Liturgical Year in which the Church gives us
the opportunity to make waiting a creative
and profitable time in our lives as we get
ready for Christmas. For approximately four
weeks we imagine a world without Jesus as
its savior. It was once thought that the world was about four
thousand years old when Christ was born, so each week of
Advent represents a thousand years. It was in this period of
history that human beings lived in darkness and sin. It was
hard to imagine what hope there might be for a better,
brighter future.
Slowly and carefully, God began to reveal himself to humankind. And what wonderful things he spoke. He offered a
vision of the future in which sin, death and all the pain and
misery associated with everyday living would no longer be
a factor. He promised a Savior who would be powerful
beyond all imagining, victorious in overcoming the hurtful
thing of life and mighty in making all things new.
Jesus was God’s Anointed Messenger who came to bring
the brightness of his vision and the sureness of his victory
to the whole human race. After generations of waiting,
Jesus came with forgiveness and healing.
Jesus brought so many hopes and dreams to fulfillment.
And at the same time, he left much to be realized, first in
his Church, and then at the end of time, in the kingdom of
his Father when Christ will become all in all.
Now, today, we enter the season of Advent. The Church is
telling us that Christmas is four weeks away but everyone
else seems to be telling us it’s here, right now. And then we
come to church and there’s old Advent, purple and somber,
telling us to wait: “Not yet!” Here is an opportunity to think
and to pray, to experience a longing as we look toward our
God and know that he will fill us with goodness and grace.
Try a bit of quiet this Advent, a bit of contemplation, a
moment to think what life would be like without Jesus. Give
it a chance, answers will come. Just you wait!
Padre

The Little Blue Book

Advent and Christmas Seasons
2018-2019

For the faithful, Life is changed, Not ended.

Six-Minute reflections
on the Sunday Gospels of Year C
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declare, pronounce
and define that the
doctrine which asserts that the
Blessed Virgin Mary, from the
first moment of her conception,
by a singular grace and priviHoly Day of Obligation
lege of almighty God, and in
view of the merits of Jesus
Christ, Savior of the human
race, was preserved free from
every stain of original sin is a
doctrine revealed by God and,
for this reason, must be firmly
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2018 and constantly believed by all
the faithful.

UÄxááxw tÜx çÉâ tÅÉÇz ãÉÅxÇA

Lk 1:42

Proclaimed by Pope Pius IX, 1854

First Sunday of Advent

Church Cleaning
"*¦ &%¦,*C¦[""¦)¦."&$C
Wednesday, December 5
10:00 a.m.– 12:00 p.m.
Help us prepare God’s house for
Jesus’ arrival on Christmas.
A task for all abilities:
♦
♦
♦
♦

Dust and wipe pews.
Clean out hymnal pockets.
Wash ceiling light globes.
Organize narthex.

CHRISTIAN SERVICE

RESPONDING TO THE CALL OF CHRIST:

Women of the parish and their friends had a wonderful time at our fifteenth annual Advent by Candlelight held last Wednesday. This
evening was a sold out event and a very special evening for women with both spiritual and social components. It was also a benefit to
provide funds for our Christmas Sharing With A Family project. Our guest speaker Sr. Kathy Budesky, IHM from Visitation North, was
gracious enough to fill in as our speaker at the last moment when we learned our scheduled speaker, Sr. Anne Shields, S.G.L., sadly
suffered a stroke two weeks ago. Sr. Kathy spoke to us about “Finding Peace through Mary’s Guidance in Advent.” I thank Chairwoman
Barb Johns and her committee including Vicky Acosta, Cecilia Yee, Susan Chambers, Barb Heilala, Monica Buscaroli, Dani Walsh,
Rita Lou Campbell, Susan Potoczak, Margaret Alberts, Peg Dasovic, Sue Brochert and other s for all their hard work to put on this
wonderful event. The proceeds from the evening were donated to the Christmas Sharing With A Family program under the direction of
Gail Kearney, Susan Potoczak and Michelle Novaco. I also would like to thank all the table hostesses for supporting this program
that will help many struggling families this Christmas and beyond!
Our other Advent and Christmas projects are in full swing to help the needy.
Promise Tree gifts ar e due next weekend by noon Sunday, December 9! Please remember to wrap the gift and tape the Promise Tree
tag to the outside of the package. Because each tag is designated for a specific person, gifts that are not returned by Sunday must be
replaced by sending shoppers out to buy the gift. If you find you cannot purchase the gift requested, please return the gift tag to the tree
this weekend to allow someone else to fulfill it. Questions: call Promise Tree co-chairs Barb Forte (248-855-3708) and Gerrie Lampertius
(248-702-0068). Barb and Gerrie and their committee will be busy organizing and distributing the gifts to all the agencies next week.
Thank you for your generosity!
Sharing With A Family DONORS/SPONSORS NEEDED: Please shar e with other s at Chr istmas. Our SWAF pr ogr am still has
30 families of various sizes (112 individuals) available for sponsorship. Time is running short! Call today to sponsor a family…make
their Christmas a bit brighter. Can you help out by sponsor ing an entir e family or shar e the commitment: donate either the gift
cards for the food or the personal gift cards for a family? If you don’t like to shop, monetary donations are accepted. Checks can be made
out to “St. Owen” with “Sharing With A Family” on the memo line. Return all gift cards to the parish center by Tuesday, December 11
between 7:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. Either the fr ont or back door s of the center may be used for dr op off. Please secur ely label each box
or package with the identifying information. If you are interested in sponsoring a family, please contact Susan Potoczak (248-514-9571),
Gail Kearney (248-425-5516) or Michelle Novaco (248-462-1977). They have been very busy coordinating this big project again this year.
The families will be very grateful for your help. Thank you for your kind and very generous support for this important outreach program.
Thank you for all the food donations to the St. Owen pantry! You are certainly feeding the hungry! The shelves are well-stocked currently.
Thank you so much for your generosity!
May we be mindful of the needs and continually pray for all the poor, lonely, outcast or homeless throughout our community in this
Advent season. It is a time when charity, kindness and hope abound. We are all called to do our part to help brighten the Christmas
season for others and to bring the kingdom here and now. This should be our goal during these weeks as we prepare for Christmas. We
pray that each day during this Advent season we may serve one another with love and compassion.
God bless,
Karen Heuer
248-626-2320
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE
Once again, a new church year arrives this weekend with the start
of Advent. It’s been all Christmas at the stores since early October,
way before even Halloween. It is little wonder that those of us who
wish to keep Advent feel a bit overwhelmed. How do we ignore
the cultural influences that try to rush us past this holy season?
Let’s be honest…for most families, Advent is being squeezed out
and we just move right into the Christmas season. We rush about,
trying to accomplish more than we are humanly capable. Shopping
endlessly for the “perfect” gifts, baking, cooking, cleaning our
homes, more shopping---to the point of exhaustion. Immersed in
our long “to-do” lists to prepare for Christmas, and increased
demands on our time and energy with gift buying, decorating and
parties, it’s easy to lose sight of the longing and waiting of Advent.
It’s a stressful time and most of these tasks fall to women. The
women are asking “how can we make this season different?” Can
we slow down enough to light Advent candles every evening and
prepare for the birth of our Savior with a peaceful presence about us?
Think of our Blessed Mother and how her life prepares us for
Christ’s birth at Christmas. She had a stressful life, beginning with
the Annunciation, and her becoming pregnant at a young age, with
cultural norms saying her husband should abandon her, then went
on a difficult journey to Bethlehem at the end of her pregnancy and
couldn’t even find a place to rest. Yet she is a great example of

First Sunday of Advent
Karen Heuer
Director of Christian Service
248-626-2320
karen.heuer@stowen.org

peacefulness amidst her seemingly stressful life by putting Christ
at the center of all she did. We too can gain that same peaceful
nature this Advent, by putting Christ at the center of all that we
do. Mary gave her best to the Lord by saying “yes.” In the preoccupation with buying Christmas gifts for all of our loved ones,
do we remember that He has already given us a vast array of
spiritual gifts designed to ready us for His coming?
What can we give to Christ this Advent season? How can we say
yes more often, even when it’s difficult? Peace is a gift that all of
us seek: peace in the world, peace in the family and, most fundamentally of all, peace of heart, which is where it all begins. The
little Child of Bethlehem who was Prince of Peace came to bring
just that. For us to gain peace this Advent season, we should follow
in the footsteps of the Blessed Mother. So, as you light your
Advent candles and set up your nativity set, remember that you
are creating Advent peace in your own lives. And maybe as we
“deck the halls,” we should try and devote at least equal attention
to clothing ourselves with virtues that will please Him even more
than the holly and the ivy.

Lynn Tomlinson-may she rest in peace!

Beginning with All Saints’ Day and ending with the final leaves falling off the trees before winter, November is a fitting
reminder that death is part of the cycle of life. Our very dear friend and Head Sacristan here, Lynn Tomlinson, has
finally journeyed to her eternal home after a 4 ½ month battle with cancer. Our pastor Fr. James Cronk celebrated a
beautiful Mass of Resurrection on November 19, assisted by Fr. Chris Welsh, Fr. Richard Yost and Fr. Dave Buersmeyer,
along with Deacons Mike Von Ende, Oscar Brown and Clem Stankiewicz.

It was an honor and privilege to be with her along this journey. I was blessed to be allowed into the intimate moments
of my dear friend Lynn’s dying and death. I felt incredibly blessed that she allowed me, in those incredibly powerful
weeks, to be present to her and for her. As a hospice patient, she knew her time was growing short, and went about her
business of preparing herself spiritually, mentoring new sacristan recruits to follow in her footsteps, training them to set up and prepare
for all the liturgies and finally, attending to every little detail regarding her funeral and burial. She was very direct and wasted no sweat
or tears asking, “Why me?” following her difficult diagnosis, rather, her attitude was one of independence and gratitude for she knew
where she was going and couldn’t wait to get there and meet our Lord and our Blessed Mother face to face. She had incredible faith and
trust in God’s plan for her. As mobility became more difficult, and it became difficult physically, her only desire every day was to attend
Mass and receive Jesus in the Eucharist. When she wasn’t able to make it to church any longer, I brought Jesus in the Eucharist to her in
her home. Throughout that journey and our many hours spent together, she was still other - focused, not feeling sorry for herself, always
wanting to know details about my day or what was happening at church. I was often embarrassed to talk about what seemed to be trivial
issues, as she got nearer to the end. But she insisted. Then she got quieter, busy with her final work of dying well. In that last period, she
got a little impatient, asking “Where is He? I thought he was coming to get me…,” yet waiting for Him still. And He did come in his
perfect timing and walked her hand in hand to her eternal home.
Please keep her children Elizabeth and Jim, Lynne and Jennifer, as well as her husband Jim in your prayers. THANK YOU for all the
cards of encouragement sent to her along the way. She read and appreciated every one of them. Thanks also for the tremendous response
for the funeral luncheon you provided in her honor. I especially want to thank Michelle Novaco, for coordinating the luncheon quietly
and flawlessly. There are simply far too many people to thank for providing for the luncheon, as well as all the set-up and clean-up.
THANK YOU ALL!

Kathy Michalik – may she r est in peace!

Last Friday, we also laid to rest Kathy Michalik, former DRE at St. Owen for many years in the eighties until the midnineties. Kathy loved children and sharing her faith with them. She touched countless young lives when she ministered
here at St. Owen as well as other parishes. We offer our condolence to her sons Kevin (Kristen) and Patrick (Connie)
and their families.
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St. Owen Christian Service Program

Annual SHARING WITH A FAMILY
It's the most wonderful time of the year....
Except when you're hungry,
Or your house doesn't have heat,
Or your clothes aren't warm enough,
Or Santa won't be visiting your kids this year.

But there is SOMETHING YOU CAN DO TO HELP the
30 families that still need to be sponsored for Christmas:
Sponsor a family for Target or Meijer gift cards.
Make a monetary donation and we will purchase the
gift cards for you.
♦ Volunteer your time the week of December 11-14.
♦
♦

To donate money, please make checks payable to St. Owen
Church and mark "Sharing With A Family" on the memo
line. Any amount is greatly appreciated!
Please call or email one of our chairpersons to help a family
in need have a blessed Christmas this year. Thank you so
much!
Susan Potoczak
248-514-9571
susanpotoczak@gmail.com

Michelle Novaco
248-462-1977
mroynovaco@gmail.com

Gail Kearney
248-425-5516
dgkearneyd@aol.com

Advent is a Latin word meaning the coming or arrival. The
season of Advent is a time to prepare to celebrate the three
arrivals of Christ: his lowly birth in the past, his mysterious
coming to the Christian community in the present and his
promised return as our judge at the end of time.
What sets Advent apart from the usual secular preparations
for Christmas is the spiritual dimension; Advent is a time of
both prayer and penance. As Catholics, we are called to
exercise a more disciplined approach to our spiritual lives
during the four weeks of Advent, paying attention to our
words and deeds as we wait patiently for the coming of
Christ. Our reward is the joyful arrival of Christ celebrated
on Christmas.
Sign of the Season: the Advent Wreath
The origin of the Advent Wreath dates to pre-Christian
Germany and Scandinavia where people gathered to celebrate the return of the sun after the winter solstice. For us,
the lighting of the Advent candles represents the promise of
the coming of Jesus, the light of the world. The traditional
Advent Wreath is an evergreen wreath with three purple
candles and one pink candle. The candles are lit each
Sunday of Advent:
Week 1: Light 1 purple candle.
Week 2: Light 2 purple candles.
Week 3: Light 2 purple candles and one pink candle.
Week 4: Light 3 purple candles and one pink candle.
First Sunday of Advent
As you light the first candle on
the wreath, share this prayer:
God of new beginnings, today we
begin a new year in our church
with the image of a wreath. We
ask you to bless our family. Help
us to see our family life as a
wreath, without a beginning and
without an end.

This is an URGENT request. Only one more week to recruit
sponsors for 30 families.
St. Owen’s Sharing With A Family outreach program has
touched the lives of hundreds of families over the years. St.
Owen has a reputation as a parish with a huge heart for its
compassionate understanding and response to the needs of
the poor.


As we light this one candle, we recall how you changed our
family since we last gathered around the Advent wreath.
Help us to be for others what this family has been to us-a
helper in times of need and a source of abundant blessings
to share with others.
We ask this through Christ, who brings light into the world.
Amen

When we show the world that there is more
to the holiday than presents and decorations,
we fulfill our mission as Christians.
Source: OSV, LPi
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Jarrod Dillon
Director of Religious Education
248-626-2300
dre@stowen.org

I’ve always found that I am pretty good at waiting…
up until a certain point. If I go to a restaurant and they
say that it is going to be about an hour until we can be
seated, I usually am able to wait with patience. But, sometimes, I am not. Sometimes, I get tired of waiting. Most especially when I have to wait longer than I expected.
Advent is the season of waiting. Well, it is a season where we celebrate the fact that we are still
waiting. Every day we get closer and closer to the glorious return of Jesus Christ on the earth. But
we still must wait for that day with expectant joy. Sadly though, just like waiting for a table at
dinner, sometimes we can get tired of waiting. After 2000 years, why is the Lord delayed?
Our second reading for today comes from Thessalonians. Scholars believe that this is the first text
of the New Testament that was written. The theme of the entire book is about the coming of the
Lord. You see, many in the early community at Thessalonica had given up hope that the Lord
was going to arrive. Perhaps they misunderstood Paul when he preached that Jesus would return.
Many in the community had started to die and they wondered if the Lord was delayed. They
tired of waiting.
But Paul exhorts them to continue to wait. Instead of throwing their hands in the air and returning
to their former ways of life, Paul tells them “to be blameless in holiness before [ . . .] the coming
of our Lord Jesus.” He tells them to love one another and to conduct themselves in a manner that
would please God.
As a nation, we find ourselves a lot like these first Christians. For reasons that are hard to
enumerate, many have turned away from the practice of the faith. In some cases, Christianity
finds itself under attack. It’s not always easy to be a Christian these days. What doesn’t help is
that it seems like what used to be a week’s worth of calamitous news breaks every hour these
days. Mass shootings, humanitarian crises, children starving to death in Yemen, wild fires in
California, the global threat of climate change. The list goes on. In the face of all of this, it’s hard
not to ask yourself: is there any justice or mercy in this world? Where is the Lord? When is he
going to set these things right? Why is he delayed?
In short, I don’t know. I don’t really think anyone knows. This is all part of the shaking of the
heavens and the earth that Jesus talks about in our Gospel. Nations are in dismay. The sea and
waves are roaring. It can seem like the very sun and moon are falling apart. Advent is the season
where we are told by Jesus to stand erect and face all of these disasters with aplomb. In all of
these things, the Son of Man may be returning “with power and great glory,” even if he hasn’t in
the past. We are exhorted to keep watching. To keep waiting for his arrival. And in the process to
not let our “hearts become drowsy [ . . . by] the anxieties of daily life.” As we begin Advent and
transition into the joy of the Christmas season, we should take time today to think about what we
should be doing until the Lord comes again. – Jarrod Dillon
Boy Scout Ad Altare Dei Medal
For families who have scouts who would like to work toward their Ad Altare Dei Catholic
medal, we will meet on December 9th at 2PM in the parish center. The Ad Altare Dei
program is designed for kids between the ages of 13 and 14. It is a process that takes
5 to 7 months to complete. For more information, please contact Jarrod Dillon.
Upcoming Schedule
December 16
Christmas Family Workshop, 10am-11am.
December 17
No class.
December 23/24/30/31 No classes for Christmas break.
January 6
Classes resume. Religious Education hosting coffee and donuts.

First Sunday of Advent

Donna Kelly
Tom Brennan
Ethan Miller
Joann Holden
John Kevin Drumm
Sawyer Ziegelman
Katie Hanifin
Jerry Alig
Robert Jorgensen
Joe Kirwin
Del Marsh
Nancy Fearon
Ron Mazanka
Mark Trafeli
Janet Alarie
Fr. Tim Babcock
Nasreen Yaldo
Irene Tochman
Colleen Appel
Bob Roth
Sandra Saunders
Paula Adams
Joseph Varion
Jennifer Roma
Lilian Calati
Bob Nightingale
Russel Gagne
Harry Samuel
Randy Sax
Will Dreisig
Marian Hinton
Diane Maraldo
Pam Biglin
Kenneth Roy
Ray Winke
Alfred Siefert
Denise Valente
Raymond Krisan
Tom George
Laurie Gack
Baby Owen
Veterans
Armed Services
First Responders
Prayer List:
Call Judy at 248-626-0840
with changes and additions
to this list.

************

St. Owen Prayer Line:
In need of prayer or special
intention?
Call: Elaine
248-593-0372 (H)
248-825-7387 (C)
Or Rita Lou 248-851-0595.
If you have a special
intention which you’d prefer
remain confidential, may we
suggest you request prayers
from the Prayer Line
ministry.
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First Sunday of Advent
Mary Mills
Director of Youth Group
248-932-5919
stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com

A few weeks ago, a small group of our teens prioritized our retreat into their busy
schedules. Our Mystery W eekend (fall retreat) this year occurred at Subiaco Retreat
House in Oxford. Built by the Benedictine Monks, this beautiful space designed specifically for teens
provides an opportunity for a weekend away from the daily stresses and peer pressures of being a teen.
The retreat was titled “W onder & Uncertainty.” We joined a large youth group from St. Joseph Parish in
Oxford and made time for lots of icebreakers, meditation, reflection, small group discussions, sacrament
of reconciliation, Mass, and of course, free time and fun! Thanks to my adult drivers, Marie Konczalski and Lyle Otremba
(not pictured) for helping with transportation. Again, we cannot have off campus activities without involved parents like YOU!
THANK YOU!

Calendar of Events

Sunday, December 2
Sunday, December 9
Friday, December 14

Pick-up poinsettias/wreaths, 10am-12:30pm, Parish Center.
Education Meeting, 7pm, Teen Room.
Leadership, Teen Room.
Teen Christmas Party, 7pm, Teen Room.

“All spiritual life begins with a sense of wonder, and nature is a window into wonder.”

Richard Louv
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First Sunday of Advent

for which to be thankful. Thank you for welcoming me
here and allowing me to create.

Bradley Lieto
Music Director
248-626-0840
lietoba@gmail.com

As I walked into my quiet apartment on 13 Mile the evening
of the recital, I felt a great deal of satisfaction both professionally and personally. That yes, we had accomplished
something of great value and that we did it for and because
we have faith.

Dear friends,
I know that I haven't written in a while for which I apologize.
At the same time, I’m sure you understand that occasionally
my priorities dictate getting recitals and holidays ready and
investing in those endeavors. So I'm back to say a few
words regarding our concert series.

Speaking of that, please mark your calendars!!! This one is
for the parish and music program so it seems I have a little
splainin' to do ;). Our music program (as you may know) is
in a growth phase. Our choirs are working on new and more
challenging literature alongside other choirs. This year we
will present our St. Owen Christmas concert on Sunday,
December 16. However, if you can't make it to St. Owen
on the 16th at 4:00 p.m., we are presenting a similar concert
at Trinity Episcopal in Farmington on Friday and Saturday,
December 14 and 15 at 8:00 p.m. More details on that in
the coming weeks. We have hired a small orchestra to
accompany our 55 voiced choir. That's right, 55 voices will
be joining together to create a program you won't want to
miss. The concert is free however a freewill offering is
designated for the professional orchestra who will be
accompanying us. Thanks in advance for understanding
and for your continued support.

Mostly I want to reach out and say thank you, not just for
your monetary support but your emotional and spiritual
support for the endeavors of the music ministry. I share
proudly that we raised about $1,200 in one short afternoon
for the needs and workings of UNICEF. No small achievement, for sure; one that is heartily appreciated by all who
worked on this recital. About 30 people came together committing their time, talent and treasure to create an afternoon
of thanks. It was a team that reached out and included
friends from all over the area, not just here in Bloomfield
Hills, so I share that our efforts are working in the community at large, creating an impact and also educating children
and bringing adults together in a way that gives back. So
many new faces from neighboring churches, beyond the
Catholic community, came forward to share how much they
enjoyed the afternoon and were proud of what our little
concert series is accomplishing in the name of faith.

And with that, we march on to Advent! Happy preparing
friends!
B

When so much noise and unrest happen in our world at the
large level of the media, propaganda and political realm, it's
comforting to stand with other people and appreciate what
our faith allows us to do and how it enables us to create and
give back. All because a few years back a friend (the cellist)
and I sat over a bottle of wine and agreed we had so much

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTION REPORT
For week of November 25, 2018
Offertory contribution:
$10,506
Fiscal year July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019
YTD Actual Contributed:
$270,778*
YTD Budgeted Contributions: $282,601*
SHORTFALL:
($ 11,823)

How to make a Christmas offering to St. Owen:

Envelope for a Christmas offering is in your packet, or
Contribution with Christmas written on memo line, or
Write Christmas on any envelope with your offering.
All of these options are available to support your parish’s annual
Christmas collection. All Christmas collection contributions are
exempt from archdiocesan assessment.
•
•
•

*Includes online WeShare giving.

To give online, sign up on the St. Owen website:
www.stowen.org
For more information or assistance,
contact Eva Ashor: 248-626-0840.

END OF YEAR PLANNING:
All contributions dated no later than December 31, 2018 and received in the parish office by 5pm on
Tuesday, January 2 will be included in the 2018 record of contributions.

December 2, 2018

Page 10

End of Year Deadline for IRA Charitable Contributions
In order to receive favorable treatment for a Qualified
Charitable Donation (QCD) in the current tax year,
including having the Required Minimum Distribution
(RMD) satisfied for the current tax year, St. Owen
should ideally cash the QCD check by December 31st.
This means beginning the process to complete the
QCD by mid-December. So8.don’t delay.
NOW is the perfect time for requesting
a QCD from your IRA.
Obtaining the tax benefits of a Qualified Charitable
Donation from an IRA has specific requirements: (a)
minimum age of 70 1/2, (b) maximum dollar amount,
(c) contribute to an eligible charity and (d) the IRA
distribution must be payable to the charitable entity not
the IRA owner.
St. Owen is an eligible charity. Your financial support is always appreciated and needed it continue our
Christian mission.

First Sunday of Advent

Advent: Getting Ready to Welcome Jesus.
Ready Yourself for His Coming.
St. Owen Private Confession
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, December 1, 8 and 15, 4pm-4:30pm
Thursday, December 20, 6:30pm
******
Communal Penitential Services:
Monday, December 3, 7pm Shrine of the Little Flower
Monday, December 17, 7pm St. Hugo of the Hills
Tuesday, December 18, 7pm, Our Lady of Sorrows

2019 Calendars Have Arrived.
Thanks to two generous sponsors, the calendars are provided
at no charge to St. Owen parishioners. Please accept this
gift from A.J. Desmond & Sons Funeral Directors and
Catholic Funeral and Cemetery Services.
Calendars are available at all church entrances.
(One per household, please.)

**Always consult with a financial or tax professional.**

Have you disconnected your landline?
New email address?
New family member(s)?
Have you celebrated sacraments at another
church or location?
If any of these apply to you or your family, please
CALL Judy 248-626-0840 or
EMAIL parishoffice@stowen.org.
Coping with the Holidays
Wednesday, December 5, 6:30 p.m.
Kristin Meekhof, LMSW and Karen Laing, MA TLLP.
Helping you get through the holidays after the loss of a loved one.
Location: A.J.Desmond & Sons Funeral Home,
2600 Crooks, Troy (between Crooks & Big Beaver)
Register: Call 248-362-2500 or visit their Community Events
page at www. ajdesmond.com

Liturgical Minister Schedule
December 8-9, 2018
*Substitute may replace a scheduled minister after publication.

Ushers: B
Saturday
5:00 p.m.
Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday
11:00 a.m.

Altar Servers*

Lectors*

Grace Buekers
Samantha Buekers

Nida Samona
Brandon Mansoor

Annabelle Hulbert
Cameron Hulbert

Tiziana Bailey
Brian Murphy

Julia, Marisa and
Kayla Nafso

Patricia Plopa
Lindsey Luttinen

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today!
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268

PARISH MEMBER

FRANKLIN AUTO
SERVICE Auto Repair

James P. Lampertius, Esq.

Family Owned & Operated • Since 1965
brakes • exhaust • tires • steering • shocks

Lampertius & Associates, PLC

32725 Franklin Road • Franklin

248-626-2080

www.FranklinAutoService.com

31884 Northwestern Hwy., Farmington Hills, MI 48334

10% OFF • MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Largest Selection of Liquor and Wine in the State
Delivery Available

734.522.4400

13971 Middlebelt Rd., Livonia
www.winepalace.net
cliff and kelly denha, owner s

248-538-5480 • Fax 248-538-5481

Web: www.jpllaw.com • Email: info@jpllaw.com
Estate & Tax Planning
Special Needs Trusts • Elder Care Planning
Probate Court • Business Planning

ZILKA

HEATING & COOLING, INC.
A Full Service &
Installation Company

American Standard
RHEEM & Amana Products
You’ve used the rest…
Now try the BEST!

SENIOR
SAVINGS

Call Today! 248-682-1210

www.zilkaheatingcooling.com
2595 Orchard Lake Rd., Sylvan Lake

Mention This Ad and Receive
$10 OFF Your Next Service Visit

St. Owen Church

stowen.weshareonline.org

4-G-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0752

LYNCH & SONS Funeral Directors
1368 North Crooks Road (one block south of Maple)
Brigid G. Lynch Parishioner Bereavement Counselor

248-435-0660

www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com

Open: 7AM-4PM - 7 Days a Week
33703 Woodward at 14 1/2 Mile Road

642-5775

A Great Experience Of Family Togetherness
HIGHER GROUND
LANDSCAPING

Landscaping Design & Construction
Brick Pavers • Retaining Walls
Outdoor Living Spaces • Fireplaces
Drainage Solutions Landscape Lighting
Driveway Paving
www.highergroundlandscaping.net

248-821-7188

www.AJDesmond.com
2600 Crooks Road (Between Maple & Big Beaver) • 248-362-2500

Vasu, Rodgers & Connell Chapel
32515 Woodward (4 Blocks S. of 14 mile)

248-549-0500

Price Chapel

3725 Rochester (Between Wattles & Big Beaver)

248-689-0700

We are dedicted to
providing your child
with a smile they are
proud of, a healthy
mouth, and a positive
dental journey every
step of the way.
Stacy Sullivan, DDS, MS

Josette Charboneau, REALTOR®
DESIGNATED SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

CELL: 248-882-3686
EMAIL: josette.charboneau@gmail.com
Parishioner

248-647-8656
6405 Telegraph Rd Bldg B • Bloomfield Hills
www.bloomfieldchildrensdentistry.com

4130 Telegraph Rd., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

THIS SPACE IS

LICENSED & INSURED
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service

248-542-8022

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE
Gina Valentine

Owner - Master Colorist
Formal Hair Specialist

248-851-7464

gina@TheSalonOnWalnutLake.com
TheSalonOnWalnutLake.com
2150 Walnut Lake Road • West Bloomfield, MI 48223
Hours: Tue, Wed, Thur 9-7 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 9-4

4-G-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren • 313-278-0380
25685 W. 10 Mile Rd • 248-356-7625
www.monuments1947.com

15-0752

