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Second Sunday of Advent

And then they will see 'the Son of Man
coming in the clouds'with great power
and glory. (Mk 13:26)

CRONK’S CORNER
Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor
with Joey

Today we celebrate the Second Sunday of Advent. These
days are intended to help us prepare our hearts and souls for
the celebration of Christ’s birthday. We light the second
purple candle on the Advent Wreath; and as the candles
give off more and more light, we realize that they symbolize
the nearness of Christmas, a day of overwhelming joy for
every Christian, and for the whole world. This message of
joy is captured in the Scriptures for this Sunday which are
so filled with a powerful vision of the Messiah’s arrival.
“For God will show all the earth your splendor. You will be
named by God forever the peace of justice, the glory of
God’s dwelling. Every lofty mountain (will be) made low
and the age old depths and gorges (will be) filled in. (Bar
5:4,7) Whatever our troubles or woes, our ailments or anxieties, our God and his Christ are near to us. And he invites
us to turn to him and take comfort and courage in his
message of forgiveness and peace.
We look forward to Christmas; who doesn’t? But we don’t
pretend that Jesus is about to be born again. He has already
brought us the Good News of our salvation. On Christmas

Day, we will celebrate the Savior’s birth; but at the same
time we will not forget the entirety of his mission: to die, to
rise and to send his Spirit to us. And so we watch for the
Day of Christ Jesus when he will return in splendor and
glory. No, not everything is perfect in our lives, not everything goes just as we would like it to. The perfection, the
fullness of the Messianic Age will only be found in heaven.
But in the meantime, the fact remains: the Lord is near! We
need to be patient and live in hope. We do not wait in vain
or in isolation. Be filled with joy and gladness, for among
us is the Great and Holy One, Christ the Lord!
A gentle reminder: there are lots of opportunities to exercise
goodness and charity through the parish as we get ready for
Christmas. You might also keep in mind that your gift to
the parish on Christmas is not taxed by the Archdiocese, so
we save 7% on that collection. In the past you have been
very generous. Do what you can this year.
Years and years ago, the Christmas Collection used to go to
the pastor for his personal use, but that practice stopped
decades ago, (long before I ever became a pastor!). The
point is, quite simply, we need your help in maintaining the
full services and ministries of St. Owen.
CRONK’S CORNER, continued on page 3.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. OWEN
LITURGICAL
MASS INTENTIONS
COLOR: Purple

Second Sunday of Advent

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES

SATURDAY
December 8
Feast of the
Immaculate Conception

Kevin Whiting
Anniversary of death.
Req. by Dee Whiting

Gn 3:9-15, 20
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12
Lk 1:26-38

4pm Reconciliation
5pm Mass
6pm Joy of the Lord-Center

SUNDAY
December 9

9am George and Albertine Kallabat
Req. by Suad Husaynu
11am Jack Kamphausen and
Elizabeth Kamphausen
Req. by Bill and JoAnn Kamphausen

Bar 5:1-9
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11
Lk 3:1-6

9am Mass
10am Religious Formation Classes-Center
11am Mass
12pm Promise Tree gifts due-Narthex
12:30pm Organize Promise Tree gifts-Narthex
2pm Singles Bridge-Center
2pm Ad Altare Dei meeting-Center
5:30pm Youth Group Leadership-Teen Room

MONDAY
December 10

Lynn Tomlinson
Req. by St. Owen Parishioners

Is 35:1-10
Lk 5:17-26

9am Mass
7pm Religious Formation Classes-Center

TUESDAY
December 11

Catherine Repucci
Req. by Betty J. Bright

Is 40:1-11
Mt 18:12-14

9am Mass
7am-6pm Drop off SWAF gifts-Center

9am Communion Service
Zec 2:14-17 or
Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab 9:30am Knit/crochet group-Center
5pm Children’s Choir rehearsal
Lk 1:26-38 or 1:39-47
6pm Hand Bell Carillon
7pm Adult Chorale

Our Lady of Quadalupe

6:30am Men’s Bible study-Center
8pm AA-Center

Sharing With A Family
Organizing and Delivery.

WEDNESDAY
December 12

Solemnity
HOLY
DAY

THURSDAY
December 13

Is 41:13-20
Mt 11:11-15

FRIDAY
December 14

Is 48:17-19
James and Betty Jean Breen
Mt 11:16-19
14th and 2nd anniversary of deaths.
Req. by Jim Breen and Marianne Breen

9am Mass
7pm YG Christmas Party-Teen Room

SATURDAY
December 15

Sr. Susanne Hofweber
Req. by family and friends

Sir 48:1-4, 9-11
Mt 17:9a, 10-13

4pm Reconciliation
5pm Mass

SUNDAY
December 16

9am Lynn Tomlinson
Req. by Genevieve Peters
11am Edward Ledermann
30th anniversary of death.
Req. by his family

Zep 3:14-18a
Phil 4:4-7
Lk 3:10-18

9am Mass
10am Christmas Family Workshop sponsored by
St. Owen Religious Formation-Center
11am Mass
4pm Christmas Concert
Followed by an Afterglow Reception-Center

ST. OWEN CATHOLIC CHURCH

6869 Franklin Road ♦ Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 ♦ www.stowen.org

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor
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248-855-1941 (home)
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248-626-0840
Office Admin, Judy Moenck
Ext. 6
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Mass Schedule
Sunday
Weekday Mass M-T-F
Communion Service W
Saturday
Holyday
Reconciliation
Saturday

9am and 11am
9am
9am
5pm
9am, 7pm

***************
4pm-4:30pm

***************

Driving directions and Mass times:
248-626-0840 Ext. 7
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CRONK’S CORNER, continued from page 1.
You might consider giving stocks or bonds to the parish this Christmas or as part of your regular donation at any time of the
year. This type of giving has unique advantages for both the donor and the church. You, the donor, may use a charitable
donation of appreciated stock valued at the date of the gift. In so doing, you will not incur capital gains and the parish receives
the full value of the appreciated stock.
Donating securities is an easy process with the transfer of stocks or bonds from your brokerage account directly to the St. Owen
account. Please call Eva in the Parish Office at 248-626-0840.
One more thing to think about: when it comes time to set up your will, consider listing the parish among your beneficiaries.
Such gifts are just really wonderful ways to let your gratitude continue to do good things in and through your church. It says
powerful things about your faith and your indebtedness to God for his blessings in this life.
******
Don’t forget the annual Christmas Concert next Sunday, December 16 at 4:00 in the afternoon. This is a wonderful way in
which to feel the Christmas spirit run through your heart and mind. Plan on attending.
Padre

St. Owen Christian Service Program

Annual SHARING WITH A FAMILY
LAST CHANCE TO SPONSOR A FAMILY


Compassion and empathy are extraordinary qualities. Please
put those God given gifts to good use. It is not too late to
help a needy family have a blessed Christmas! All monetary
donations will be used to buy food gift cards and personal
gift cards for families that have not yet been sponsored.
Please make checks payable to St. Owen Church and write
"Sharing With A Family" on the memo line. You can put
your donation in the church collection basket or mail it
directly to the parish office at 6869 Franklin Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301.

Holy Day of Obligation

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2018

UÄxááxw tÜx çÉâ tÅÉÇz ãÉÅxÇA

Lk 1:42

The Immaculate Conception

Father,
you prepared the Virgin Mar
to be the worhy mother of your Son.
You let her share beforehand in the salvation Christ 
would bring by his death, and kept her sinless
!om the ﬁrst moment of her conception.
Help us by her prayers
to live in your presence without sin.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reig(s 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever. Amen

Source: All Saints Press

Reminder for donors who have already sponsored a family:
Please drop off your wrapped gift boxes on Tuesday,
December 11 at St. Owen Parish Center between
7AM and 6PM. Please make sure the family's name
and parish is labeled on the outside of the box.
THANK YOU so much for your generosity!
If you have any questions,
please contact one of our co-chairs:
Gail Kearney
248-425-5516
dgkearneyd@aol.com
Michelle Novaco
248-462-1977
mroynovaco@gmail.com
Susan Potoczak
248-514-9571
susanpotoczak@gmail.com
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RELIGIOUS FORMATION
Religious Education Christmas Family Workshop
On Sunday, December 16, we will hold a family Christmas workshop from 10AM-11AM. During
this workshop there will be opportunities for games, crafts and adult fellowship. No need to
register. Please plan on stopping by in-between the 9AM and 11AM Masses. For those who are
registered in Religious Education, this will take the place of their Sunday class. All are welcome.

The Little Lent
During Lent, we prepare for Easter by being
told to repent on Ash Wednesday. On the first
Sunday of Lent, we read the scripture where
Jesus is in the desert. And every week after
that, the scriptures reveal to us the true nature
of baptism. Even though we are in Advent, our
Gospel for today has a lot of those same Lenten
themes. John is in the desert proclaiming a
baptism of repentance. Advent has sometimes
been called a little Lent. Today it lives up to
that name.
Just like Lent, the liturgical color is now purple
and the Glory to God in the Highest is not
sung. Advent is similar to Lent in that we are
called to prepare for our upcoming feast by
prayer, almsgiving and fasting. Sadly though,
our calendars just don’t seem to be all that
conducive toward penance. Like most of you,
I have Christmas decorations up in my house.
I listen to Christmas music on the radio. I even
have “Christmas” parties to attend throughout
December. With all of this going on, it’s difficult to take the somber side of Advent seriously.
So, if only for today, let’s try and enter into
the serious side of Advent. Even though it is
extremely cold out, and it’s probably snowing;
we go into the desert today with John. We
hear him preparing the way of the Lord by
calling out for our repentance.
It’s not a coincidence that John the Baptist
chooses the Jordan River. This is the river that
the people of God had to cross in order to enter
the promised land. By taking the hike to the
Jordan, the crowds were invited to make a
recommitment to their faith. By accepting
baptism, they were asked to change their lives.
The water was to remind them of their foreSchedule
Sunday, December 16:
Dec. 17, 24/25, 30/31:
Sunday, January 6:

fathers who crossed that very same river to
settle into the promised land. By making this
journey, they were renewing the promises of
their covenant. After admitting their faults, they
were asking God for a fresh start.
Isn’t that what we want in Christmas? Isn’t
this what we sing about in the Christmas hymn
Hark the Herald Angels Sing: “peace on earth
and mercy mild/God and sinners reconciled”?
Isn’t that what we hope to achieve when we
put up our Christmas tree? We want to begin
anew. We don’t want to be defined by our
worst traits and habits. Advent can become a
time where we admit that we don’t always
take our faith as seriously as we should. Maybe
we haven’t prayed as much as we should.
Maybe we don’t pray at all. Advent is a time
where we can change this. Just like those
people who went to the Jordan, when we
attend Mass during Advent and Christmas, we
can ask God to start over. We can recommit
ourselves to being followers of the Lord.
As we prepare for the Lord to arrive on
Christmas, we must change our lives. We must
repent. We must turn away from sin and become faithful to the Gospel. This is what we
promised to do at our baptism and it is what
we recommit ourselves to doing today. Just
like Lent, Advent is a time set aside for the
Sacrament of Penance. What better way can
we prepare for Christmas? What better way to
ask God for a fresh start? If you haven’t been
to confession in a long time or if you don’t
know how to go, give me a call. I would be
happy to meet with you and go over this
wonderful sacrament. Jarrod Dillon
Jarrod Dillon
Director of Religious Education
248-626-2300
dre@stowen.org

Christmas Family Workshop.
No class for Christmas break.
Classes resume.
Religious Formation sponsoring coffee and donuts.

Second Sunday of Advent

Barb Forte
Donna Kelly
Tom Brennan
Ethan Miller
Joann Holden
John Kevin Drumm
Sawyer Ziegelman
Katie Hanifin
Jerry Alig
Robert Jorgensen
Joe Kirwin
Del Marsh
Nancy Fearon
Ron Mazanka
Mark Trafeli
Janet Alarie
Fr. Tim Babcock
Nasreen Yaldo
Irene Tochman
Colleen Appel
Bob Roth
Sandra Saunders
Paula Adams
Joseph Varion
Jennifer Roma
Lilian Calati
Bob Nightingale
Russel Gagne
Harry Samuel
Randy Sax
Will Dreisig
Marian Hinton
Diane Maraldo
Pam Biglin
Kenneth Roy
Ray Winke
Alfred Siefert
Denise Valente
Raymond Krisan
Tom George
Laurie Gack
Baby Owen
Veterans
Armed Services
First Responders
Prayer List:
Call Judy at 248-626-0840
with changes and additions
to this list.

************

St. Owen Prayer Line:
In need of prayer or special
intention?
Call: Elaine
248-593-0372 (H)
248-825-7387 (C)
Or Rita Lou 248-851-0595.
If you have a special
intention which you’d prefer
remain confidential, may we
suggest you request prayers
from the Prayer Line ministry.
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS
Another weekend of thanks as we have begun the season of Advent.
Thanks to our parishioners, our first two fundraisers of the year were
quite successful. Our profit from the poinsettia/wreath sale was
$1,407.25 and the bake sale cleared $1,071. Thanks to Julia Nafso for
chairing the poinsettia sale and all the helpers who arrived early Sunday
to unload the truck…Mr. Nafso, Julia Nafso, Grant Fogle, Jenny
Abraham, Jimmy Collins, Parker Haisha, and of course, Jack Mills.

Mary Mills
Director of Youth Group
248-932-5919
stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com

Thanks to Joelle Denhof and Nolan Kamoo for
chairing the bake sale and helping out on
Saturday and for all
the
teens
who
brought in baked
goods. We had quite
a merry selection!

Take a Smile

THANK YOU also to our generous
teens who gave mor e than enough
money to support the Sharing With A
Family outreach program by sponsoring a family.
Also, thanks to Anna Russo and her mother, Monica
Buscaroli, for pr epar ing 30 Advent bags for our
Education meeting to begin our Advent season. Put this
message into something practical: call someone or visit
someone you know is in trouble or who has not heard
from you in a long time. If you see someone in trouble on
the street or among your classmates, think of how to help
them, find the courage to make peace with someone.

Take a smile,
give it those who never had it.
Take a sunbeam,
let it fly where the night reigns.
Discover a source,
wet those who live in mud.
Take a tear, lay it on the face of those who never cry.
Take courage,
put it in the soul of those who don't know how to fight.
Discover life,
tell it to those who don't understand it.
Take hope,
and live in its light.
Take goodness,
and give it to those who don't know how to give.
Discover love,
and convey it to the world.
Mahatma Gandhi

And speaking of fundraisers, our 95 Kroger households who
have signed up for community rewards brought to the St. Owen
Youth Group $339.14 this past quarter. Thank you for taking
the time to sign up and for using your card! If you are interested
in signing on, please email or call me at 248-932-5919. Directions are on the
kiosk in back of church.

Calendar of Events
December 9

Leadership, 5:30PM, TR.

December 14 Teen Christmas Party,
7PM, TR.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE

Karen Heuer
What are we to make of these weeks before Christmas? What is it that we are
Director
of
Christian
Service
supposed to focus on? Are we simply preparing for a more or less sentimental
248-626-2320
celebration of some watered down holiday to come, with a sort of nostalgic
karen.heuer@stowen.org
longing for days gone by, days when things seemed so innocent and safe? Or is
there something much more profound that is being revealed to us, especially in
the Scriptures in these weeks at Mass, and offered for our reflection? Perhaps we could ask it this way: what is the real
substance of our hope as Christians?

We have such need, in these times that appear dark and in which we sometimes feel so upset at the evil and violence that
surrounds us and at the distress of so many of our brothers and sisters in need. In the midst of the ongoing turbulence that we
face both in our country and in the Church right now, we desperately need reasons for hope. We also need to remember in
whom our hope is to be placed: God, and God alone. We have more or less proven, in politics and the Church, that our own
efforts, important as they are, cannot save us from the mess we are in. We need an intervention from outside. Here’s where
the babe in the manger comes in as an innocent, helpless child. HE is our answer. HE is the only light capable of dispelling
the deepest darkness. What are we doing to prepare spiritually for Him to come into our hearts this Christmas?
“Let us rejoice for the imminent coming of our Redeemer
and share this joy with others,
giving comfort and hope to the poor, the sick,
and to people who are lonely and unhappy.
Let us welcome the Lord who always comes
and knocks at our door, knocks at our heart,
in order to draw near to us.
He invites us to recognize his footsteps
among the brothers and sisters who pass beside us,
especially the weakest and most needy.
Help us to hear God’s voice in prayer
and to serve God with compassion
in our brothers and sisters,
especially the weakest and most needy,
so as to be prepared for our Christmas appointment,
preparing our hearts to welcome Jesus.”
~Pope Francis

RESPONDING TO THE CALL OF CHRIST:

The recent sold out Advent by Candlelight evening was a benefit for our Sharing W ith A Family project. The funds raised
that evening will help supply many needy families with a Christmas they would not otherwise have. I would like to thank
Chairwoman Barb Johns especially and the entire committee for their tireless work to put on such a wonderful evening for
women. It really takes a motivated team to put on an event of this magnitude. Thank you ladies!
Our wonderful speaker, Visitation North Spirituality Center Director Sr. Kathy Budesky, gave a talk illustrating Mary’s
patience in waiting for our Lord’s birth, and how gestation takes time, and finding peace in the process. We thank our music
minister Brad Lieto for playing soft music as a backdrop for female fellowship. The lovely evening helped prepare our hearts
for Christmas. I would also like to thank the “table hostesses” for their support and their guests of family and friends. A very
special thanks to the wonderful men who served and cleaned so that the committee could enjoy the program: Bob Heilala,
Bob Lampertius, Pat Springer, Denny Alberts, Bob Campbell, Dennis Potoczak and Mike Toutant. Yes, you’r e right,
that’s a lot of Bob’s! We hope everyone had a wonderful evening!
PROMISE TREE: All gifts are due by this weekend, Sunday, December 9 at noon. It is imperative that all tags are returned
on time! Please place your wrapped gift with the Promise Tree tag securely attached to it under the Promise Tree poster in the
church narthex. If you forgot to bring your gift, there will be a marked box under the blue awning outside the main entrance
of church to place your late-arriving gifts. A special thank you to all the families who participated in our Promise Tree Project this year . 231 Promise Tree gifts will be distributed to five social agencies this week. Agencies that our program will
CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued on next page.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued previous page.
benefit this year include St. Rose Center, HAVEN (for victims of domestic violence), Sanctuary at Villa Marie Senior Assisted Living, Freedom House (for refugees) and Mary’s Children Family Center of Michigan (for brain-injured).
Barb Forte and Gerrie Lampertius ar e co-chairing this program again this year. We are most grateful to Barb and Gerrie
and their committee for all their efforts overseeing this wonderful charitable project for another year. Thanks for your hard
work and dedication through all phases of planning and coordinating with the agencies, culminating with the gathering,
sorting and delivery of gifts this week. You made many persons, including handicapped, brain injured, low-income elderly,
victims of domestic violence and refugees experience the joy of Christmas.
Sharing With A Family:
We still have 20 families awaiting sponsorship and time is running very short as we deliver their gifts this week. Please
help make Christmas a bit brighter for these families that have been identified in the most economically challenged areas of
the city as well as a few St. Owen families. If you are able to sponsor a family or send a monetary donation to support this
program, please stop by the Sharing With A Family table after Masses this weekend in the narthex to see how you could
help. Our team would be happy to accept your donation and do the shopping for you. Please make checks out to “St. Owen”
with “Sharing With A Family” on the memo line.
Christmas Sharing With A Family gifts are due to be dropped off at the parish center this TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 from
7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Either the fr ont or back door s of the center may be used for dr op off, however there are no
steps in the front if that will be easier. Please securely label each box or package with the identifying information. Deliveries are
scheduled for Friday. Susan Potoczak, Gail Kearney, Michelle Novaco and Karen O’Gorman have been extremely busy
coordinating this big project again this year. The families will be very grateful for your help. This represents thousands of
dollars of generosity from our parish family. Thank you for your kind and very generous support of this important Christmas
outreach program!
“May we never forget that in the service to the poor we are offered a magnificent
opportunity to do something beautiful for God.”
~Mother Teresa
This is a time of giving. As you reflected upon your blessings and thought about how you wanted to express gratitude to
God, many of you gave special gifts to help those who most need it. Thank you all for your charitable hearts. You know that
your “gifts” will be well-used and much appreciated. As God continues to offer us gifts of joy, peace and love, may we open
our hearts to Him…and continue to share His gifts with one another. May love and peace be with you and your families
during these final weeks of Advent.
Last Wednesday, December 5th,
was designated church cleaning
day to get r eady to celebr ate
our Lord’s birth soon. A team of
people cleaned and shined the
globe lights and buffed and
cleaned the rest of the church so
it will sparkle like a diamond for
our Christmas Masses. Thank
you to all who helped!

BEEN AWAY FROM CHURCH?
…adults who have been away from church practice are invited to check the website:
www.CatholicsComeHome.com or to listen to local Catholic radio on AM 990.
May the Lord help us all to see Him in the face of every person we meet this week.
Have a great Advent! Karen Heuer
248-626-2320 ~ karen.heuer@stowen.org
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STEWARDSHIP OF BLESSINGS

How to make a Christmas offering to St. Owen:

Eva Ashor
Business Manager
248-626-0840
eashor@stowen.org

Let us count the ways…..

(1) Envelope for a Christmas offering is in your packet, or
(2) Give a contribution with Christmas written on memo line
of check payable to St. Owen, or
(3) Write Christmas on any envelope with your offering, or
(4) Donate online. Visit our website at www.stowen.org and
click on this icon.
The prompts will
guide you through
the steps to donate to
the Christmas
collection.
All of these options are available to support St. Owen’s
annual Christmas collection. All Christmas collection contributions are exempt from the archdiocesan assessment.
If you need assistance with online giving or you have
questions, please call me at 248-626-0840.
Eva

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTION REPORT
For week of December 2, 2018
Offertory contribution:
$9,701
Fiscal year July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019
YTD Actual Contributed:
$289,633*
YTD Budgeted Contributions: $310,009*
SHORTFALL:
($ 20,376)
*Includes online WeShare giving.

Just a tidbit...online giving contributes about $9000 per
month. It is convenient, reliable and completely in your
control. We invite (and encourage) you to become an
online giver.

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION: Tax Advantaged Ways to Give to Our Parish
Parishioners may consider these two ways to lower their tax bill through charitable giving at the year end.
Gifts of Appreciated Securities
Gifts of appreciated securities continue to be beneficial for donors since they offer tax advantages including
income tax deductions and avoidance of tax on capital gains if the donor sells the highly appreciated securities.
With markets remaining at high levels in spite of recent volatility, you may have some highly appreciated securities in
your portfolio. Through a gift of appreciated securities to benefit St. Owen, donors who itemize may receive an
income tax deduction up to the full market value of the securities and can also avoid capital gains tax on the
appreciation. In essence, you may save twice — on income tax and capital gains tax.
IRA Rollover -- Qualified Charitable Distribution
The IRA qualified charitable distribution (QCD) provides a way for donors 70 ½ and older to receive a tax benefit
for their generosity. It is beneficial because the QCD will not be included in adjusted gross income and is therefore not subject to tax. This is now more beneficial in view of the increased standard deduction in the new tax
law. A donor can make a QCD of up to $100,000 annually directly from the IRA to St. Owen, and as an added
benefit, the QCD satisfies the donor’s required minimum distribution. If you are 70 ½ or older, consult with your
IRA administrator for the procedure to make a QCD to St. Owen.
For more information, contact Eva at the par ish office, 248-626-0840.
Please consult your tax or financial advisor. Our parish and the Archdiocese of Detroit are not engaged in legal or tax advisory service.
Material provided is intended to provide useful information of a general character only. For specific advice and assistance please
consult a qualified tax or financial advisor.

2018 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
All contributions dated no later than December 31,
2018 and received in the parish office by 5pm on
Tuesday, January 2 will be included in the 2018
record of contributions.

Leave a lasting Catholic Legacy. Pass your values on to future generations by providing
for the ministries you love
today and into the future. Are you interested in creating an endowment or
donor advised fund to support a parish, school or ministry you care about?
We can help. Visit CatholicFoundationMichigan.org to learn more.
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OPLATEK for your family’s Christmas dinner.

A POLISH TRADITION

Advent looks forward to Christ’s Incarnation and birth.
However, Advent is not part of the Christmas season itself
but a preparation for it. Thus, Catholics do not sing
Christmas hymns or use Christmas readings in the Mass
until December 25th (and vigil Mass on December 24th),
the first day of the Christmas season.

WIGILIA is the Polish name for Christmas Eve. When the first
star appears in the sky, the Christmas tree is lit and dinner begins.
The Christmas Eve meal starts with a prayer, the sharing of the
blessed oplatek (a bread wafer) and exchanging wishes. Each
person gathered offers good health and success in the upcoming
year to one another.
The OPLATEK is available at
each entrance of our church. For
those who annually celebrate
this tradition, remember to pick
up your oplatek. The oplatek is
enclosed in an envelope as
pictured to the left.

During Advent we surround ourselves with traditional
symbols that remind us it is the season of waiting and
anticipation. The traditions are meant to engage us in the
spiritual preparation for His arrival.

Ancient ritual unites past with
present...heaven with earth.

******
Traditions: The Christmas Créche
Saint Francis of Assisi is credited with creating the first
nativity scene. Having a nativity scene on display in the
home is a traditional sign of the season. It is a vivid reminder
of a season of preparation and penance, filled with hope, in
anticipation of the joyful celebration of the arrival of the
long awaited Messiah.
Some folks place the Créche under the tree, others make an
elaborate display in a special space. It can be an ongoing
tradition by adding a new figure each year. Or as Father
Cronk has longingly shared a childhood memory; he moved
the shepherds and wise men closer to the stable each day as
he patiently waited for the arrival of Christmas.
Having a Créche is a marvelous tradition. Make it yours by
engaging the entire family.

The Advent Wreath
We bless another candle this second week in
Advent. Let us ask God to bless our family on
this Second Sunday in Advent as we light two
purple candles:
God of new messengers,
this Sunday you tell us in your Gospel
I am sending my messenger ahead of you.”
Help us to be your messengers of peace and
reconciliation as we journey through
this second week of Advent.
When we light this second candle on our wreath,
let us bring your light
to our friends and neighbors this week.
We ask this through Christ,
who is the Light of the world.
Amen.

You may consider participating
in this ritual of millenniums past
so you too may carry it forward.

Parishioners:
If you wish to dedicate altar flowers
“in memory of” or
“in honor of” a
special person, you
may submit the
Christmas Flower
envelope in the
offering basket or to
the parish office.
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Dec 2018

Poinsettias will adorn the altar
through the Christmas season.
All dedications and donors will
be acknowledged in the bulletin.
Remember your loved ones by
having a poinsettia on the altar
offered in their memory.

2019 Calendar

Available this weekend at all entrances.

Compliments of
A. J. Desmond & Sons Funeral Directors
and
Catholic Funeral and Cemetery Services
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You are invited to share a Christmas greeting with people who are
near and dear to our parish family.
Guest priests always appreciate a greeting as well as parishioners who reside in a
care facility or have difficulty getting to Mass. These individuals most assuredly
remain in our pastor’s prayers and in the heart of the parish. Elderly folks and
those who are ailing are so grateful when they are remembered with a cheery note. A
holiday card is the perfect gift to lift their spirits and chase the blues away.

Spread some holiday cheer by sending a Christmas greeting.
Mr Jerry Alig
First and Main of Auburn Hills
3151 E Walton Blvd Apt 108
Auburn Hills MI 48326

Mrs Dolores Anderson
6257 Telegraph Rd Apt 212
Samaritas Senior Living
Bloomfield Hills MI 48301

Ms Dorothy Bartush
5753 Kilbrennan Rd
Bloomfield Township MI 48301

Fr. Timothy Babcock
14455 Levan Road Apt B
Livonia, MI 48154

Mr and Mrs Howard Belton
6890 White Pine Dr
Bloomfield Township MI 48301

Mrs Joan Bohn
Arden Court
32500 7 Mile Rd
Livonia MI 48152

Miss Betty Brozic
30245 W 13 Mile Rd Apt 102
Farmington Hills MI 48334

Fr. Christopher Welsh
In care of St. Owen
6869 Franklin Road
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301

Mrs Liliane Calati
6790 Telegraph Rd Apt 213
Sunrise Senior Living
Bloomfield Hills MI 4830

Mrs Patty Cogan
41150 Woodward Ave Apt E242
Cedarbrook of Bloomfield Hills
Bloomfield Hills MI 48304

Mrs William (Helen) Damman
6257 Telegraph Rd Apt 121
Samaritas Senior Living
Bloomfield Township MI 48301

Fr. Joseph Grimaldi
P.O. Box 7199
Bloomfield, MI 48302

Mr Stephen Eskoff
4509 Stony River Dr
Bloomfield Hills MI 48301

Mrs Marion (Genie) Ferszt
1724 Timson Ln
Bloomfield Township MI 48302

Mrs Margaret Fuchs
4287 Sawgrass Dr
Bloomfield Hills MI 48302

Fr. Richard Yost
370 W Lafayette
Royal Oak, MI 48067

Mrs Albert (La Donna) Gampp
30059 Richmond Hl
Farmington Hills MI 48334

Mr and Mrs James Holden
5545 Forman Dr
Bloomfield Township MI 48301

Mrs John (Lois) Keane
Cedarbrook of Northville
15700 N Haggerty Rd # 330
Plymouth MI 48170

Fr. Robert Monticello
14469 Levan Road Apt C
Livonia, MI 48154

Mr Raymond Lalli
5193 Woodlands Dr
Bloomfield Hills MI 48302

Sister Carolyn Nelson, OP
1257 E Sienna Heights Dr
Adrian Dominican Motherhouse
Adrian MI 49221

Mr and Mrs John Pierce
2175 Bordeaux St
West Bloomfield MI 48323

PIME Missionary
Fr. George and Fr. Phil
17330 Quincy Street
Detroit, MI 48221

Mrs Grace Scalia
5639 Raven Ct
Bloomfield Township MI 48301

Mrs Edward (Florence) Sigler
5721 Raven Rd
Bloomfield Township MI 48301

Mrs Joan Smith
5407 Forest Way
Bloomfield Township MI 48302

Mr Roger Rice
2350 Watkins Lake Rd Apt 124
Lourdes Senior Community
Waterford MI 48328

Mr Raymond Winke
First and Main of Auburn Hills
3151 E Walton Blvd Apt 124
Auburn Hills MI 48326

GUEST PRIESTS

If you want a set of
printed labels, call Judy
at 248-626-0840.
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Advent & Christmas Schedule
Second and Third Sunday of Advent
December 9 and 16
Saturday, 5PM
Sunday, 9AM and 11AM
Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 16, 4PM
Followed by Afterglow Reception

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 23
Saturday, 5PM
Sunday, 9AM and 11AM
December 24, 12pm through January 1, 2019
Parish Office closed.

Christmas Eve
Monday, December 24, 4PM and 10PM
Christmas: Nativity of the Lord
Tuesday, December 25, 9AM and 11AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
St. Owen Private Confessions
Saturday, December 8 and 15
4pm-4:30pm
Thursday, December 20
******

Feast of the Holy Family
December 30
Saturday, 5PM
Sunday, 9AM and 11AM
New Year’s Eve
Monday, December 31, 5PM
No morning Mass.

Communal Penitential Services
Monday, December 17, 7pm
St. Hugo of the Hills

New Year’s Day
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
Monday, January 1, 10AM

Tuesday, December 18, 7pm
Our Lady of Sorrows

Obligation fulfilled on December 31 or January 1.

Holy Day of Obligation.

Tuesday, January 2, 2019

Resume regular Mass schedule.
Parish Office open.

December 9, 2018
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He who follows me does not walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.

OPPORTUNITY to ADVERTISE
The new membership directory for St. Owen Catholic Church
should be ready for publishing in March, 2019. Anyone interested
in placing an advertisement or personal message in our new directory should call Jill Garner at 800-544-6903 ext. 111 or email her
at jgarner@cathedraldirectories.com. Your current ad or business
card could be used or help is available to create a new ad. Please
feel free to pass this information on to others. Advertisers need
not need be members of our church.
Cathedral Directories
www.connecting directories.com
Madison Heights, MI 48071

Mgsr. Dylag will lie in repose at the Chapel of Our Lady of
Orchard Lake – Archdiocesan Shrine of St. John Paul II,
West Bloomfield Township on Monday, December 10 at
10:00 a.m. until the celebration of his Funeral Mass at
11:00 a.m.

DO YOU HAVE

Following his ordination in 1965, Msgr. Dylag served the
Diocese of Greensburg, PA. After assignments at Orchard
Lake Prep and in D.C., he retired in 2009. He continued to celebrate Mass in the Detroit area including here at St. Owen.

New phone number?
New email address?
New family member(s)?
Have you disconnected your landline?
Have you celebrated sacraments at another
church or location?

If any of these apply to you or your family, please
CALL Judy 248-626-0840 or

Monsignor Michael Dylag

Funeral Mass: Monday, December 10, 2018

Condolences may be sent to: Rev. Walter Ptak, St. Sebastian
Catholic Church, 20710 Colgate St., Dearborn Heights, MI
48125
Kindly remember Monsignor and his family in your prayers.

THIS WEEK
Advent Evening of
Peace & Preparation
Thursday December 13, 6:30-8:30. St.
Paul of the Cross Retreat Center: Join
us for a simple evening of quiet prayer,
and peaceful activity that will help you
feel the authentic anticipation of
Christmas. Spend two hours as a gift to
yourself preparing for Christ without
shopping, greeting cards or lists of
things to do. $20 per person or $35 for
two guests (children 5-14 free).
Register by phone 313-286-2800 or
online at www.stpaulretreat.org.

In Need of Queen Mattresses & Box Springs!

The Furniture Bank currently has families in-need on a waiting
list for gently-used queen mattresses and box springs.
If you have a mattress (of any size) to donate that is in gently-used
condition, please call us at 248-332-1300 to schedule a
tax-deductible donation!
The Furniture Bank will pick up. It is an organization which
accepts mattresses (maybe the only one in the Detroit area). The
Furniture Bank helps settle families into apartments or small
homes so basic kitchen and bedroom furnishings are always on its
wish list. The need persists 365 days a year, not just at Christmas
time. If you have furniture or mattresses, call the Furniture Bank.
Please spread the word!

Liturgical Minister Schedule
December 15-16, 2018

We are grateful for your support. Happy Holidays!
Furniture Bank of Southeastern Michigan
Non-Profit 501 © 3
248-332-1300
333 North Perry, Pontiac MI 48342
furniture-bank.org 

Holy Land Pilgrimage
Terra Sancta Pilgrimages with Franciscan friar Fr. Alex Kratz will be leading a Catholic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land May 6-20, 2019. This lifechanging experience walking in Jesus’ footsteps includes daily Mass and
Rosary, biblical readings on site, time for prayer and spiritual guidance
and meeting local Christians. Cost: $4,299 (all expenses included, round
trip from Detroit, 3 daily meals, all tips and taxes). $500 deposit due at
registration. Orientation meeting: February 3. Next pilgrimage: 12-2-19,
Call 248-514-1747 or mrspattig@yahoo.com.

*Substitute may replace a scheduled minister after publication.

Ushers: B
Saturday
5:00 p.m.
Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday
11:00 a.m.

Altar Servers*

Lectors*

Pippa Dawson

Susan Chambers
Rick Hawkins

Claire Knicely
Claire Hafner

Susan Peters
Joe Pero

Max Angel
Will Angel

Stacie Angel
Bob Lampertius

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today!
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268

PARISH MEMBER

FRANKLIN AUTO
SERVICE Auto Repair

James P. Lampertius, Esq.

Family Owned & Operated • Since 1965
brakes • exhaust • tires • steering • shocks

Lampertius & Associates, PLC

32725 Franklin Road • Franklin

248-626-2080

www.FranklinAutoService.com

31884 Northwestern Hwy., Farmington Hills, MI 48334

10% OFF • MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Largest Selection of Liquor and Wine in the State
Delivery Available

734.522.4400

13971 Middlebelt Rd., Livonia
www.winepalace.net
cliff and kelly denha, owner s

248-538-5480 • Fax 248-538-5481

Web: www.jpllaw.com • Email: info@jpllaw.com
Estate & Tax Planning
Special Needs Trusts • Elder Care Planning
Probate Court • Business Planning

ZILKA

HEATING & COOLING, INC.
A Full Service &
Installation Company

American Standard
RHEEM & Amana Products
You’ve used the rest…
Now try the BEST!

SENIOR
SAVINGS

Call Today! 248-682-1210

www.zilkaheatingcooling.com
2595 Orchard Lake Rd., Sylvan Lake

Mention This Ad and Receive
$10 OFF Your Next Service Visit

St. Owen Church

stowen.weshareonline.org

4-G-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0752

LYNCH & SONS Funeral Directors
1368 North Crooks Road (one block south of Maple)
Brigid G. Lynch Parishioner Bereavement Counselor

248-435-0660

www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com

Open: 7AM-4PM - 7 Days a Week
33703 Woodward at 14 1/2 Mile Road

642-5775

A Great Experience Of Family Togetherness
HIGHER GROUND
LANDSCAPING

Landscaping Design & Construction
Brick Pavers • Retaining Walls
Outdoor Living Spaces • Fireplaces
Drainage Solutions Landscape Lighting
Driveway Paving
www.highergroundlandscaping.net

248-821-7188

www.AJDesmond.com
2600 Crooks Road (Between Maple & Big Beaver) • 248-362-2500

Vasu, Rodgers & Connell Chapel
32515 Woodward (4 Blocks S. of 14 mile)

248-549-0500

Price Chapel

3725 Rochester (Between Wattles & Big Beaver)

248-689-0700

We are dedicted to
providing your child
with a smile they are
proud of, a healthy
mouth, and a positive
dental journey every
step of the way.
Stacy Sullivan, DDS, MS

Josette Charboneau, REALTOR®
DESIGNATED SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

CELL: 248-882-3686
EMAIL: josette.charboneau@gmail.com
Parishioner

248-647-8656
6405 Telegraph Rd Bldg B • Bloomfield Hills
www.bloomfieldchildrensdentistry.com

4130 Telegraph Rd., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

THIS SPACE IS

LICENSED & INSURED
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service

248-542-8022

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE
Gina Valentine

Owner - Master Colorist
Formal Hair Specialist

248-851-7464

gina@TheSalonOnWalnutLake.com
TheSalonOnWalnutLake.com
2150 Walnut Lake Road • West Bloomfield, MI 48223
Hours: Tue, Wed, Thur 9-7 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 9-4

4-G-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren • 313-278-0380
25685 W. 10 Mile Rd • 248-356-7625
www.monuments1947.com

15-0752

