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4th Sunday of Lent

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor
with Joey

CRONK’S CORNER
The Fourth Sunday of Lent puts us at the “half-way” point of this
season of grace and goodness. Every aspect of this time of the
Liturgical Year calls us to examine our lives and ask ourselves whether or not we
are coming closer to Christ and to his undying love for us. The Gospel story of
the Prodigal Son gives us amazing insight into our relationship with the Heavenly
Father and shows us how to live in his grace and how to know of his concern and
care for us.
The story is familiar enough to everyone. But particular attention should be paid
to the introduction which St. Luke gives us. He speaks of tax collectors (notorious
thieves and cheats in Jesus’ time) and sinners gathering around to hear what
Jesus has to say, while the Pharisees and scribes (the “religious” leaders of the
day) stand off by themselves and offer their negative criticism: Can you imagine,
they seem to say. “He welcomes sinners and eats with them.” Then Jesus spins
this wonderful, deeply moving story of a son who is ungrateful to his father in a
horrifying way. He demands that his father give him his inheritance so he can go
off on a life of his own choosing, with no responsibilities and no sense of purpose.
The story is just as much about the father who, given his actions and reactions to
events, is just no good at parenting. He caves and gives the kid half of all he has,
just as though he was dead. But it is the son who is dead, spiritually, morally,
ethically, and it doesn’t take him very long to discover how dead he truly is. He
loses everything, has nothing to show for it and is truly in a wretched way. Then, as
Jesus so powerfully describes it, he “comes to his senses.” And where does he
turn? To the father and the home he abandoned in such carefree ignorance just a
short time before.

6869 Franklin Road
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301
248-626-0840
www.stowen.org

The father, for his part, has never stopped hoping that the day would come when
his son would come home. He has waited and watched, almost willing the return
of this prodigal by the power of his heart and mind. He can’t forget him and he
has already forgiven him; but he longs to hold him in his arms and say the words
that will restore the lad to his rightful place in the family. When that day arrives,
the father’s embrace is sure and strong and reconciliation is achieved. A seriously
misguided child is caught up in the overwhelming affection of a father who has
no option other than to give his child everything he has. Finally and far more
CRONK’S CORNER, continued on page 3.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. OWEN
LITURGICAL
MASS INTENTIONS
COLOR: rose

4th Sunday of Lent

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES

SATURDAY
March 30

Roy Jurado
Req. by Carmen Jurado

Hos 6:1-6
Lk 18:9-14

4pm Reconciliation
5pm Mass

SUNDAY
March 31

9am Albertine Kallabat
6th anniversary of death.
Req. by Suad Husaynu

Jos 5:9a, 10-12
2 Cor 5:17-21
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

9am Mass
11am Mass

Bob Forte
Anniversary of death.
Req. by the Forte family

Is 65:17-21
Jn 4:43-54

9am Mass
5:30pm-7pm Scripture Study-Center

Intentions of Hanan Drdr (dar dar)
Req. by family

Ez 47:1-9, 12
Jn 5:1-16

9am Mass

WEDNESDAY
April 3

Is 49:8-15
Jn 5:17-30

9am Communion Service
9:30am Knit/Crochet Group-Center
6pm Bells rehearsal
7pm Adult Chorale rehearsal

THURSDAY
April 4

Ex 32:7-14
Jn 5:31-47

6:30am Men’s Bible Study
9am-10:30am Scripture Study-Center
8pm AA meeting-Center

Fourth Sunday

11am Jerry Alig
Req. by Joe and Peggy Pero

MONDAY
April 1

TUESDAY
April 2

Communal reconciliation with private
confession–Shrine of Little Flower: 7pm

FRIDAY
April 5

Nazar Yono
Req. by Rajah Yono

Wis 2:1a, 12-22
Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Day of Abstinence
9am Mass
6pm Joy of the Lord-Center

SATURDAY
April 6

Isen Denha
Req. by Dan and Sally Lossia

Jer 11:18-20
Jn 7:40-53

4pm Reconciliation
5pm Mass

SUNDAY
April 7

9am Agoby Ankawi
48th anniversary of death.
Req. by Suad Husaynu
11am David Moody
Req. by Marie Haddad & family

Is 43:16-21
Phil 3:8-14
Jn 8:1-11

Coffee & donuts after
both Masses
9am Mass
10am Religious Formation
11am Mass

Fifth Sunday

ST. OWEN CATHOLIC CHURCH

6869 Franklin Road ♦ Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 ♦ www.stowen.org

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor

Deacon Mike Von Ende
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248-626-0840
Office Admin, Judy Moenck
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parishoffice@stowen.org
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Mass Schedule
Sunday
Weekday Mass M-T-F
Communion Service W
Saturday
Holyday
Reconciliation
Saturday

Special
Collection:
Central/
Eastern
Europe

9am and 11am
9am
9am
5pm
9am, 7pm

***************
4pm-4:30pm

***************

Driving directions and Mass times:
248-626-0840 Ext. 7
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CRONK’S CORNER, continued from page 1.
importantly than the inheritance, Dad offers his forgiveness and his unconditional love. And in that life affirming, life
changing embrace, joining these two in a bond like no other, the father’s broken heart is mended.
This parable is one of the most moving in all the Gospels. It surely ranks as one of the best short stories ever created. But it
is far more. It is Christ the Lord’s own teaching to us about the power of sin and how it destroys relationships and people. It
is also his encouraging message to us to seek and surely find reconciliation with the God and Father who we have distanced
ourselves from through our self-centered and foolish lives. How much time and energy have all of us not wasted in pursuits
that get us nowhere and gain us nothing but the loss of our very selves? How dead and insensitive have we become to the
life and love of the One who longs for us to return to our senses and get back to our true home?
In the story, it is the sinners and the tax collectors, the “outsiders” who understand the meaning and find the healing embrace.
Up to this point, they never knew how much they were loved. But it is those who remain aloof and are content with their self
-righteous independence who are left out in the cold. They will never know how much they were loved.
*********
Circle the date on your calendar and make a mental note: April 12 at 7:00 p.m. That Friday night, Jarrod Dillon and Brad
Lieto will offer to our community an evening of Taizé Prayer (pronounced tay zay). This prayer form originated in a central
eastern part of France and consists of readings, reflection, song, chants and any combination of these elements. It is intended
to assist us during holy times of the year like Advent and Lent to enter more deeply and spiritually into the mystery of our
life with God and in Christ. We have had few Lenten events this year on Friday evenings principally because the Soup-Supper
attendance dropped off so sadly. And the evening devoted to the Youth Group’s presentation of the Passion of Jesus was so
poorly attended I was thoroughly embarrassed. Our young people did a wonderful job, so professional and so devotional.
The next time you hear adults complain about the lack of faith and reverence among young adults, you might ask everyone
to reflect on what was so important about that particular evening that they couldn’t be there and show support for our teens
as well as pause for a moment to consider the Lord’s Passion. Again, I was thoroughly embarrassed and saddened. Let’s do
better.
Remember April 12th.

Lenten Giving Tree: Hope for Haina

Padre

Giving Alms to those in Need

One of the services that the clinic in Haina, Dominican Republic provides is help with needed
medicines. According to Sister Carol Gross, mothers often do not bring children to the doctor because
they know they will not be able to afford the medicine prescribed. And for the chronically ill with
conditions such as diabetes or high blood pressure, which generally don’t hurt, prescription medicines
become a very low priority when funds are tight. Sister Carol mentioned in her last letter that inflation
has been very high lately which means that the peso does not buy what it used to so things are even
more difficult for residents of the Barrio of Haina.
With money that we send to our twinning mission project in Haina, the clinic is able to buy needed
medicines and keep the clinic stocked. The clinic provides these medicines to those who cannot afford
to pay.
This Lent consider assisting with these medical costs for those who
cannot afford it. Donation envelopes are on the Lenten Giving Tree in
the narthex of the church. Make checks out to St. Owen with Twin
Parish on the memo line.
Don’t forget, check out its Facebook page: Hope for Haina
If you want to know more about St. Owen’s Twinning Project,
contact Sue Leich at 248-891-1710.
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RELIGIOUS FORMATION

No Class: Spring Break
No Religious Education Classes: Sunday, March 31 and
Monday, April 1 (not an April fools joke)

Book of Job

Jarrod Dillon
Director of Religious Education
248-626-2300
dre@stowen.org

We are now on our fourth week of study on the book of Job. During this next week, we will read
chapters 11-14; 20-21 and discuss the following questions:

Scripture Study
Mondays: 5:30pm-7pm
Thursdays: 9am-10:30am Does Zophar offer anything new to the conversation? Notice that he only has two speeches. Does

this mean that he gave up? In his last speech (chapter 20) does he respond to anything Job has
actually said or does he just repeat things that have already been said?
Why does Job say that silence would be wisdom for Zophar (13:5)?
In 11:7-11 Zophar makes the claim that no one knows the depth of the almighty. Does this stop him from speaking on His
behalf?
In 12:7-25 Job recapitulates the arguments that the friends have offered. Is he mocking them? Is he just trying to show that he
knows as much as they do? Or is he expressing things that he actually believes?
Notice in 12:23 Job says that God “makes great nations and then he destroys them.” How do you think the original audience
(who were living after their nation was destroyed) would have reacted to this line?
In 13:7-16, Job accuses them of being defense attorneys for God. They are not judging his situation justly because they show
“partiality” for God. Do you agree with Job? Do you know anyone like this? Have you ever acted as the defense attorney for
God? Is that good or bad?
In 13:14 Job tells the friends to be silent and let him “vent to my feelings.” Right afterwards he says that God is like a river
that over time destroys the “hope of man.” Is Job just venting here? Or has he truly lost his faith?
In 21:5, Job advises his friends to put their hands over their mouths and “look at me and be appalled.” Silence is a reoccurring
theme in this book. From what you know so far, what does silence have to do with wisdom and the meaning of the book of
Job?

Easter Workshop

Easter Egg Hunt

Holy Week/Easter workshop
for children
Sunday, April 14
10am -11am

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 21, 12pm

Games, crafts and other activities to help us
learn about what is celebrated during
Holy Week.

Please remember to bring a bag or
basket in which to collect eggs.

All are welcome to attend.
No need to RSVP.

All are welcome.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE

Jesus’ actions in this weekend’s Gospel show us God’s mercy and “scandalous
Karen Heuer
grace” as former St. Owen pastor Fr. Cliff Ruskowski called it. In this parable of
Director of Christian Service
the prodigal son, Jesus describes the infinite, fatherly mercy of God and his joy at
248-626-2320
karen.heuer@stowen.org
the conversion of a single sinner. So much does God desire the conversion of
sinners that this parable ends with great joy over one sinner who repents. He
doesn’t want to force His love on us, he leaves it up to us. God doesn’t want
slaves, he wants children. Like the father in today’s Gospel, He longs to call each
of us “My son” or “My daughter,” to share His life with us, to tell us: “Everything I have is yours.”
The Father’s words of longing and compassion still come to all of us who are His prodigal children today. We might consider a
little “spring-cleaning” of our souls. The Lenten season is a perfect time to do that. Do we go to confession and tell Him we’ve
had a change of heart and we’re sorry and become reconciled? There are extra opportunities to go to confession offered at
nearly every Catholic Church during Lent. Having done that, we can then take our place at the big homecoming banquet the
Father calls for His lost sons (and daughters), and taste the goodness of the Lord in the Eucharist. We rejoice that we who were
dead are found alive again. Only three weeks until Easter…we promise to try again.

RESPONDING TO THE CALL OF CHRIST:
Mark your calendars for a Christian Service Commission Meeting on Tuesday, April 9 at 10:00 a.m.
All are welcome to join us to hear about our upcoming projects and see how we can put the social
teaching of the church into action. Perhaps you’d like to engage your gifts in our ministries and help.
CRS RICE BOWLS ar e available on tables in the chur ch nar thex. Ther e ar e still thr ee weeks of
Lent to go, if you haven’t picked one up yet. Your Rice Bowls or envelope donations may be returned
starting Holy Thursday, April 18. Remember 25% of your donations help the poor with special programs
here in the Archdiocese of Detroit. For over 40 years CRS Rice Bowls have given us opportunities to
reflect on our own prayer lives, given us ways of fasting with new recipes, and almsgiving to transform
the lives of those most in need. Checks can be made out to St. Owen with CRS Rice Bowl on the subject
line! Thank you for your generosity!
LENTEN GIVING TREE-Perfect Lenten Almsgiving Opportunity: Our Lenten mission pr oject to suppor t our twinning parish Church of the Good Shepherd in Haina, Dominican Republic is under way. One of their gr eatest needs is for
food and medicine. There is still time to take an envelope tag from the tree in the church narthex and fill it if you can with a
monetary donation that goes toward this important mission project. I thank Twinning chairperson Sue Leich for her interesting
and informative bulletin articles and photos regarding the history and status of our mission in Haina.
YARN DONATIONS NEEDED:
Our knitters and crocheters like to keep their hands busy creating beautiful things for all types of
charities: hats, lap blankets, baby layette items, chemo caps, etc. When cleaning out your home, if you
have unused yarn that you want to donate, or if you just want to purchase and donate yarn to the
group, they would be grateful. All colors and types of yarn are accepted, even little bits of leftover
yarn. We would be especially grateful for lighter “Spring” colors right now. Please label them for
“Christian Service” and drop in the food donation bins in the narthex of church. THANK YOU!
Thank you also to parishioner Thanaa Hermez for crocheting beautiful hats at home in the evenings and donating them to the
Nimble Fingers group to distribute to various charities. Thanaa has been very busy and creates 4-5 beautiful crocheted hats
weekly which she donates. Her work schedule conflicts and prevents her from joining the others for their Wednesday morning
sessions. Thank you Thanaa! All are welcome to join the group which meets every Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the
conference room of the parish center. These are drop in sessions as your schedule permits.
FOOD PANTRY: Current needs are for regular and decaf coffee, juice, bottled water, applesauce, spaghetti
sauce, canned diced tomatoes and hearty soups. I’m also starting to collect S.O.S. needs: 2L regular or diet pop,
individually packaged chips or cookies, rice crispy treats, granola bars, ritz-bits, cheez-it crackers, gummy fruit
snacks, boxed juice drinks, individual Gatorade, Snapple or canned or bottled iced tea. THANK YOU!
CHRISTIAN SERVICE Continued on page 10.
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS
Passion Play was performed again this year by
our St. Owen Youth Group. Thank you to all
the teens for your hard work and participation
in the production last Friday evening. The following teens dedicated time and talents for a
successful production: Grant Fogle (narrator),
Parker Haisha (Jesus), Jimmy Collins (Judas),
Phillip Fogle (Caiphas), Justin Hittler (Pilate), Nolan Kamoo (Peter),
Kristina Gould (peasant girl), Hannah Deighan and Emma DeMarco
(soldiers), Eva Otremba and Kristina Gould (chorus), Julia and Marisa
Nafso and Billy Zimmer (disciples). It is always a moving exper ience to
see this brought to life. THANKS also to our wonderful music director, Brad
Lieto, for his patience, guidance and musical talents. We could NOT pull this
off without YOU!!

Spring is here, and if you truly want
something to grow, you will put it in
the right soil, water it, remove any
weeds that might steal its nutrients,
and do your best to make sure it
grows in the ways it was intended.
The same is necessary for spiritual growth. Plant yourself in God’s
word, water yourself in prayer, remove any bad habits, and use
everyday life as a path to growth. We are starting the fourth week
of Lent. Take time for your spiritual growth.

Mary Mills
Director of Youth Group
248-932-5919
stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com

And thanks to all the parishioners
who came out Friday night and
supported the teens by watching
this dramatic presentation. Your
support is very much appreciated!

EDUCATION MEETING for April
is scheduled for April 14.
Calendar
April

NO TEEN LITURGY DUE TO
SPRING BREAK!

April 14

Education Meeting, 7-9pm.
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MUSIC MINISTRY

Bradley Lieto
Music Director
248-626-0840
lietoba@gmail.com

Dear Friends,

I thought I'd take the opportunity to fill you in on the Taizé plans. As you know, (from
reading all of my wonderful and glamorous church paper articles) the Taizé event we have
coming up in a few weeks is new to us. So I was told. .. errr.. . . encouraged to tell you more about what a Taizé experience
provides and what I hope you might get out of attending.
As I've mentioned in the articles, Taizé is a form of ecumenical prayer that is specifically Christian in nature. Sometime
shortly after WWII some Lutherans and Catholics put their heads together and created this form of worship to enhance our
common spirit. In case you were wondering, here are additional details about the event that's happening on April 12.
First, everyone is welcome: folks of all ages and walks of life. Those who are confirmation age and older will probably get
the most out of it. There will be a program to follow along with, and several musical themes we will sing throughout the
service that complement the scriptures we have chosen to reflect on. So yes, there is some Scripture reading and in addition,
Jarrod will be providing a reflection and an invitation to renew and better understand baptismal promises. There will be an
action taken of sort (called ritual action). Hint hint - it's probably going to be walking to the Baptismal font and renewing
some promises. The themes of the evening: Water. Light.
Conscious thought. And of course, singing. It is designed to be a prayerful understanding of spirituality that enhances some
aspect of faith. We have chosen Baptism to explore.
What do I hope you will receive by attending? It is my hope you will receive a renewed sense of baptism and maybe learn a
few ways of looking at it that you hadn't before. Maybe this will empower you to understand better the norms of the faith.
Maybe you will be empowered to do more within the liturgy and your lives because you will be more committed to following Christ in Baptism. Maybe you will be moved by the music and atmosphere. Maybe you will join in more than you have
before, realizing your value in creating the song of a community. Maybe you will just enjoy the opportunity to do something
different and new in our community. That's acceptable. The choice is yours.
Finally, you should be aware that the music we have chosen is repetitive and builds upon itself in motive as the song grows.
The idea behind Taizé music is that it is reflective and meditative, so it’s never bombastic and triumphant. The idea is for the
music to be singable and enjoyable and to hear the voice of the community. It's entirely what I would expect when someone
said "a Lenten prayer and exploration with some ritual action and thoughtful music around candlelight." Perhaps that wasn't
said enough. This is a LENTEN PRAYER AND EXPLORATION WITH SOME RITUAL ACTION AND THOUGHTFUL
MUSIC DONE AROUND CANDLELIGHT. I was informed that folks probably were not aware of this as we haven't done
Taizé here before. Reflective. Meditative. Candlelight. Ritual Action. Simple but beautiful repetitive music. Hopefully, it
will help you pray in new ways. I hope this offers more clarity relative to expectations. I will look forward to seeing you on
the 12th for some deep and involved (not too lofty) reflective meditation.
All the best, Bradley

Liturgical Minister Schedule
April 6-7, 2019

Masstimes.org

Want to locate a Mass when you are traveling?
Go to masstimes.org
Enter the zip code of the area you are visiting
for Mass times by day time or proximity.

*Substitute may replace a scheduled minister after publication.

Ushers: B

******************

Catholiceventfinder.com

Go to catholiceventfinder.com on your computer or
mobile device.
Enter your zip code or search key word.
Sort events by date, location or time.

Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday
11:00 a.m.

Altar Servers*

Lectors*

Will Angel
Max Angel

Rosie Gumbleton
Bob Lampertius

Pia Zammit
Julian Zammit

Marilynn Leedom
Dale Buras

Julia, Marisa and
Kayla Nafso

Ann Antone
Patricia Plopa
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Lenten Observances:
Fast and Abstinence

April 14: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Masses: Saturday 5pm
Sunday 9am and 11am
Easter Family Workshop: 10am - 11am, Parish Center

Good Friday is a day of total fast and
abstinence. In keeping with the spirit
and meaning of the Lenten fast,
Catholics are encouraged to observe
the Good Friday fast through Holy
Saturday and until the celebration of
the Easter vigil.

April 18: Holy Thursday
Mass of the Last Supper: Thursday 7pm

Holy Thursday collection committed to support St. Owen Christian Service.

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament: 8pm - 10pm

April 19: Good Friday
Day of fast and abstinence.
Stations of the Cross: 12pm
Veneration of the Cross
Liturgy of the Passion with Holy Communion: 1pm

Good Friday collection committed to preserving Christian sites in the Holy Land.

April 20: Holy Saturday
Blessing of Food Baskets: 1pm in the Church.
April 20: Easter Vigil
Mass: Saturday 8pm
April 21: EASTER Sunday: Resurrection of the Lord. Rejoice!
Masses: Sunday 9am and 11am
Easter egg hunt: 12pm. Gather on the baseball field.
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Communal Penance Schedule

VICARIATE RECONCILIATION SERVICES
April 1, 7PM
National Shrine of the Little Flower
April 9, 7PM
Our Lady of Sorrows
April 15, 7PM
St. Hugo of the Hills
COMMUNAL SERVICES
April 16, 7PMǦ8:30PM
St. Thomas More

April 19, 7PM
Our Lady of Sorrows

The law of fasting binds persons from
the completion of their18th year to
the beginning of their 60th year. The
law of fasting allows only one full
meal a day, 1) The quantity of food
taken at the two lighter meals should
not exceed the quantity taken at the
full meal; 2) The drinking of ordinary
liquids does not break the fast.

The law of abstinence binds persons
from the completion of their 14th
year and henceforth throughout life.
The law of abstinence forbids the
consumption/use of meat. It does not
forbid the use of eggs, the products of
milk or condiments made of animal
fat. soups flavored with meat, meat
gravy and sauces are also permissible.

Source: Archdiocese of Detroit website

Act of Contrition

My God,
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong and failing to do
good, I have sinned against you
whom I should love above all things.
I ﬁrmly intend, with your help,
to do penance, to sin no more,
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.
Our Savior Jesus Christ suﬀered and died for
us. In his name, my God, have mercy. 
Amen

March 31, 2019

Anne Bouch
Celestino Mangulabnan
Bayani Domingo
Harry Samuel
Fred Hillard
Fr. Cronk
Richard Kovacs
Jim Holden
Sharon Nightingale
Donna Kelly
Tom Brennan
Ethan Miller
Joann Holden
John Kevin Drumm
Sawyer Ziegelman
Katie Hanifin
Robert Jorgensen
Joe Kirwin
Nancy Fearon
Ron Mazanka
Mark Trafeli
Fr. Tim Babcock
Nasreen Yaldo
Irene Tochman
Bob Roth
Sandra Saunders
Paula Adams
Joseph Varion
Jennifer Roma
Lilian Calati
Bob Nightingale
Russel Gagne
Randy Sax
Will Dreisig
Marian Hinton
Kenneth Roy
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Ray Winke
Alfred Siefert
Denise Valente
Raymond Krisan
Laurie Gack
Colleen Appel
Phyllis Marek
Veterans
Armed Services
First Responders
Prayer List:
Call Judy at 248-626-0840 with
changes and additions to this list.

************

St. Owen Prayer Line:
In need of prayer or special
intention?
Call: Elaine
248-593-0372 (H)
248-825-7387 (C)
Or Rita Lou 248-851-0595.
If you have a special intention which
you’d prefer remain confidential,
may we suggest you request prayers
from the Prayer Line ministry.

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
WMYD Channel 20 (TV20) at 8:30 a.m.
Share with loved ones in hospital or shut in at home.

Avoiding meat on Fridays during Lent can be
difficult but finding a fish fry doesn't have to
be. Find a fish fry near you.
Detroit Catholic's 2019 Fish Fry Guide
The directory is available at
detroitcatholic.com/fishfry with several dozen
parish fish fries.

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTION REPORT
For week of March 24, 2019
Offertory contribution:
$12,132

EASTER FLOWERS to Grace the Sanctuary
If you would like to donate toward our flower fund for Easter
altar flowers, please submit your contribution in the envelope
that is included in your packet. As in the past, the lilies,
hydrangea, daffodils and hyacinths create an environment
of spring beauty and offer glory to the Risen Christ.

Fiscal year July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019
YTD Actual Contributed:
$602,671*
YTD Budgeted Contributions: $602,949*
Negative Variance:
($
278)
*Includes WeShare online giving.

Thanks to the three parish families who signed up
for online giving in this past week.
Are you ready to be an ONLINE GIVER?

To the Glory of God.

Sign up on the St. Owen website: www.stowen.org.
For more information or assistance,
contact Eva Ashor: 248-626-0840.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued from page 5.

Have you heard that South Oakland Shelter and Lighthouse of Oakland County have joined forces recently and merged agencies to
provide a stronger response to poverty in our community? Their new name is Lighthouse of Michigan. Its goal is to be “A New Beacon
of Hope” to our neighbors who need us the most and provide a larger reach across all of southeastern Michigan. By coming together, the
combined agency is now able to provide more services for more people. Their work is centered around building communities that end
homelessness and helping people move from crisis toward self- sufficiency.
Lighthouse of Oakland County was founded in 1972 and started with a group of volunteers who provided food and clothing from the
back door of a local church. S.O.S. was established in 1985 by seven religious congregations in Oakland County including St. Owen.
With over 80 years of combined experience, moving forward, the goal is to become a bigger and stronger agency that is equipped to
help even more people across all of southeastern Michigan. Families turn to them seeking support for the most basic of needs such as
food or shelter. Many of these people are seeking help for the first time. Lighthouse of Michigan’s vision is to solve the problems of
poverty and homelessness by building affordable housing in local communities and by providing people with the resources, relationships
and skills they need to better themselves.
SOUTH OAKLAND SHELTER: One of the corporal Wor ks of Mer cy is to shelter the homeless. Our mission of shelter ing the
homeless through the rotating shelter remains the same. We will continue our sponsorship. South Oakland Shelter (S.O.S.) is a rotating
shelter that partners with over 60 local congregations to provide shelter to homeless men, women and children year round. Each week of
the year, a different church takes on the responsibility of hosting SOS’s shelter guests and provides them with overnight accommodations,
three daily meals, transportation and meaningful interactions with caring volunteers.
St. Owen has been involved with this ministry every year since the beginning 34 years ago. In just 7 weeks, May 19-26 ar ound 35
homeless people screened through the S.O.S. program will stay here at St. Owen parish center for a week. This is one of our largest
outreach programs and we need everyone’s help in the parish during that week. Over the coming weeks, different areas of the program
will be highlighted to give you a better idea of where you might be able to serve. Last year over 300 St. Owen volunteers were involved
in some way. Please take time to take home a volunteer form located on the table in the narthex, look it over and sign-up to help. You
can return your volunteer form to the designated box in the church narthex OR sign directly onto the big white board in the narthex.
We provide seven consecutive nights of shelter. On Sunday, May 19, we need a crew to load mattresses and bedding from the previous
church into our rented truck. Back at St. Owen, at 12:15 p.m. we need a set-up crew at the parish center to move the beds (mattresses)
from the truck to the classrooms and put the bedding on to welcome our guests. This is a perfect opportunity for teens and/or families to
serve together. At the end of the week, on Sunday, May 26, another crew is needed to dismantle, sanitize and stack the mattresses and
launder the items quickly so the next hosts can pick up.
Night supervision: A minimum of two volunteer s ar e needed per night (pr efer ably one man and one woman) to be over night
hosts. Duties are minimal and involve night supervision and waking up guests according to assigned wake-up times in the morning, as
well as putting on the coffee for early risers. Generally, guests are tired and it is very quiet at night. This is a perfect opportunity for a
married couple who want to serve together. You can put on the coffeepot and bring your laptop and spend some screen time, or bring a
good book to read. We will need some new people to try one night of this ministry this year. If you are not married, don’t let that keep
you from serving. Singles or college students are welcome too. We need you!
Ask of the Month: Looking for S.O.S. bingo prizes…One of our evening activities is playing bingo. We would like to provide some
appropriate prizes for our guest. Suggestions include small ($10-$15) gift card donations to fast food restaurants like McDonalds, Burger
King, Taco Bell, Tim Horton’s, etc., gas cards, small gift cards to Target or Meijer, bus passes, wallets, purses, small flashlights, nail
polish, backpacks, new socks, new underwear, baseball caps, etc. Perhaps you have some unexpired gift cards that you received as a gift
and would be willing to donate. Gift cards can be dropped off in the parish center or placed in an envelope in the Offertory basket marked
“Christian Service.” Other items may be dropped off in a donation box in the church narthex marked “SOS Donations.” THANK YOU!
There will be many opportunities to serve in many different ways or to donate items soon. During Lent, think about ways you can put
your faith into action and commit today how you can help during S.O.S. If you’ve never participated before, this is your year to see to
step in and get involved. Look over the volunteer sheets or big white board and contact me if you have any questions. Please join us as
we step with the foot of charity to provide shelter, food and safety to the vulnerable in our midst. Thank you for supporting this program
as we prepare to serve our guests.
As we give more of our time, talent and resources to others during Lent and we become more of Christ’s hands and feet, Lent’s 40 days
can become a holy time and bear fruit in our spiritual lives. In the next three weeks we have as we journey toward Easter, may we be
blessed in our efforts!
God bless, Karen Heuer
248-626-2320
karen.heuer@stowen.org
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4th Sunday of Lent

FOR WIDOWED MEN AND WOMEN
Sponsored by Widowed Friends

Spring Fling Dinner & Dance
Polish Century Club
Sunday, April 28, 1pm – 5pm
Dinner, Dancing and Fun
Polish Century Club
33204 Maple Lane, Sterling Heights
Sunday, April 28, 1pm-5pm.
Cost for non-members: $29 per person.
Cost for members: $25 per person.
Cash bar.
For reservations or more information,
contact Gerry at 586-795-0477.
Payment must be received by April 22nd.

Widowed Friends is a faith-based peer support
group for widowed men and women. Enrichment
activities provide many opportunities for social,
spiritual, supportive and educational interaction,
meeting a variety of needs and facilitating the
journey from grief to a new sense of joy and
purpose. Widowed persons of all faiths are
welcome. Visit website at www.widowedfriends.org.

"A society will be judged on the basis of
how it treats its weakest members; and
among the most vulnerable are surely
the unborn and the dying."
St. John Paul II

Defending the lives of mothers and babies since 1984.

Largest Selection of Liquor and Wine in the State
Delivery Available

734.522.4400

13971 Middlebelt Rd., Livonia
www.winepalace.net
cliff and kelly denha, owner s

FRANKLIN AUTO
SERVICE Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated • Since 1965
brakes • exhaust • tires • steering • shocks
32725 Franklin Road • Franklin

248-626-2080

www.FranklinAutoService.com

10% OFF • MILITARY DISCOUNTS

St. Owen Church

stowen.weshareonline.org

4-G-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0752

LYNCH & SONS Funeral Directors
1368 North Crooks Road (one block south of Maple)
Brigid G. Lynch Parishioner Bereavement Counselor

248-435-0660

www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com

Open: 7AM-4PM - 7 Days a Week
33703 Woodward at 14 1/2 Mile Road

642-5775

A Great Experience Of Family Togetherness

www.AJDesmond.com
2600 Crooks Road (Between Maple & Big Beaver) • 248-362-2500

Vasu, Rodgers & Connell Chapel
32515 Woodward (4 Blocks S. of 14 mile)

248-549-0500

Price Chapel

3725 Rochester (Between Wattles & Big Beaver)

248-689-0700

Contact Terry Sweeney to place an ad today!
tsweeney@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6407

Josette Charboneau, REALTOR®
DESIGNATED SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

CELL: 248-882-3686
EMAIL: josette.charboneau@gmail.com
Parishioner

4130 Telegraph Rd., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

THIS SPACE IS

LICENSED & INSURED
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service

248-542-8022

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren • 313-278-0380
25685 W. 10 Mile Rd • 248-356-7625
www.monuments1947.com

4-G-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0752

