July 28, 2019

Page

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Bloomfield Hills, MI
248-626-0840
www.stowen.org

CRONK’S CORNER

L

ast weekend presented quite a challenge to many
households around this corner of the world. There
was the deadly heat and the storms that left many of us
without power for a while. The parish was affected as
folks who arrived for Sunday Masses discovered. No
electricity in church meant no lights, no air conditioning, no microphones. It was rather like the catacombs
must have been way back in the early days of the
beginnings of Christianity. Fortunately the oppressive
heat was gone and the church remained at a tolerable
temperature. I offered the 9:00 Mass and it went along
in a rather normal fashion. Fr. Welsh came for the
11:00 Mass and he streamlined things as is his nature.
But St. Owen wouldn’t let a little thing like a loss of
electricity stand in the way of praising and thanking
God on His Day.

Several years ago, Fr. John Sullivan purchased a big,
powerful generator for the rectory. So while the church
was in the dark, the rectory was full speed ahead. Until
Monday morning when the generator just collapsed
under the burden of its years and gave up the ghost. So
last Monday, the phones didn’t work or the doorbell or
the computers or the household appliances. Fortunately
the blackout didn’t last long and the power returned
around midnight, so things were up and running on
Tuesday. It’s a powerful reminder of how much we
depend on electricity and how much we take for granted
all the things that depend on this source of energy.
******
I’d like to give you a quick medical update. This has
been a difficult year for me with lots of parts that need

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor
with Joey

replacing or some sort of help. The “biggie” I have to
say was the detached retina in February. An operation
was necessary to repair the retina and it took until the
middle of July to heal well enough so that I could proceed with cataract surgery. I’ve needed that procedure
for a few years but the retina problem aggravated the
situation as my doctor said it would. But I will be
having cataract surgery tomorrow (Monday) and that
should help things a great deal.
Then my cardiologist decided to replace my pacemaker/
defibrillator. That took place on my birthday (oh the
joys of old age) but he also put me in touch with a vein
specialist who offers some hope for my legs which, as
you can see, don’t function as they should. My meeting
with that doctor will take place after the bulletin goes
to print so I’ll let you know how that went in a later
edition.
Did I mention I had foot surgery similar to a procedure
I had last year but on the other foot. Then, just to keep
me humble, I had pneumonia for about 5 weeks followed
by bronchitis for a couple weeks.
I just have one question/request: are you praying for
me or does God want me to remind you of Job? Just
asking.

Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me. (Ps 138)

Padre
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THIS WEEK AT ST. OWEN
LITURGICAL
MASS INTENTIONS
COLOR: Green

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES

Joe Shaya
Req. by Linda Shaya

Ex 24:3-8
Mt 13:24-30

11am Funeral Mass: R. Belle
2:30pm Baptism
4pm Reconciliation
5pm Mass

SUNDAY
July 28

9am Salima Ankawi
18th anniversary of death
Req. by Suad Husaynu
11am Frank and Anne Wilke
Req. by Bob Wilke and Gail Wilke

Gn 18:20-32
Col 2:12-14
Lk 11:1-13

9am Mass
11am Mass

MONDAY
July 29

Susan Suida
Req. by Betty J. Bright

Ex 32:15-24, 30-34
Jn 11:19-27 or
Lk 10:38-42

9am Mass

TUESDAY
July 30

Frederic Cronk
Req. by James F. Cronk

Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28
Mt 13:36-43

9am Mass

WEDNESDAY
July 31

Ex 34:29-35
Mt 13:44-46

9am Communion Service
9:30am Knit/Crochet: Infant Chapel

THURSDAY
August 1

Ex 40:16-21, 34-38
Mt 13:47-53

8pm AA meeting-Infant Chapel

FRIDAY
August 2

Nazar Yono
Req. by Rajah Yono

Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37
Mt 13:54-58

9am Mass
6pm Joy of the Lord-Infant Chapel

SATURDAY
August 3

Fred Schira
Req. by Dee Whiting

Lv 25:1, 8-17
Mt 14:1-12

4pm Reconciliation
5pm Mass

SUNDAY
August 4

9am Ghanim Ankawi
Req. by Suad Husaynu
11am Kathy Damioli Hughes
Req. by her family

Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23
Col 3:1-5, 9-11
Lk 12:13-21

9am Mass
11am Mass

Parish Center Closed: July 20—August 9.

SATURDAY
July 27

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTION REPORT

Offertory contribution for week of July 21: $5,968
July 14: $6,617
July 7: $12,786
June 30: $6,826
On vacation? Provide for your parish with Online giving.
ST. OWEN CATHOLIC CHURCH

6869 Franklin Road ♦ Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 ♦ www.stowen.org
Phone: 248-626-0840
Web address: www.stowen.org
Deacon Mike Von Ende
Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor
248-855-1941 (home)
248-626-0840 Ext. 1
deaconmike@stowen.org
jcronk@stowen.org
Parish Office
248-626-0840
Office Admin, Judy Moenck
Ext. 6
parishoffice@stowen.org
Business Manager, Eva Ashor
Ext. 3
eashor@stowen.org
Youth Ministry, Mary Mills
Ext. 5
248-932-5919 (home) ♦ stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com
Music Minister, Bradley Lieto
Ext. 4
lietoba@gmail.com

Parish Center ___________________________
Religious Formation (PreK-8 and RCIA)
Jarrod Dillon
626-2300
dre@stowen.org
Christian Service
Karen Heuer
626-2320
karen.heuer@stowen.org
Parish Maintenance
Alex Brown
626-2458

Sign up on the St. Owen website:
www.stowen.org.
For more information or
assistance,
contact Eva Ashor: 248-626-0840.
Mass Schedule
Sunday
Weekday Mass M-T-F
Communion Service W
Saturday
Holy Day
Reconciliation
Saturday

9am and 11am
9am
9am
5pm
9am and 7pm

***************
4pm-4:30pm

***************

Driving directions and Mass times:
248-626-0840 Ext. 7
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Food for Thought:
WHY GO TO MASS? THE ONLY THING JESUS ASKS US TO DO FOR HIM
by Fr. Oscar Lukefahr, C.M. Martinez

“Jesus asks us to do many things for others and for ourselves, but only one thing for Him --- the Eucharist. “This is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” How can we be loyal followers of Jesus if we fail to do this
one thing? “I can be a good Catholic without going to Mass.” This statement is simply untrue. We cannot be good Catholics
unless we do what Jesus asks of us. “I can pray at home or in the woods. I don’t need to go to Mass.” These words are heard
often. It is true that we can pray at home or in the woods. But it is not true that we don’t need to go to Mass. We are not the
ones to decide what sort of worship God desires. God is, and God tells us that private prayer is not enough. We need to pray
in private, but we must also pray with others. Private prayer is essential to our spiritual growth, but essential also is prayer
with others, especially the prayer mandated by Jesus at the Last Supper. Some people say, “I’m spiritual, but not religious. I
don’t need Mass. I find God while hiking in the woods.” But at the Last Supper, Jesus didn’t say, “Go take a hike in memory
of me.” Sadly, those who don’t come to Mass are saying to God, “Go take a hike. I don’t have time for your requests.” If we
want to be true followers of Jesus, we will first celebrate the Eucharist in His memory, then go on our hike!
God asks so little of us. If we live to be eighty, we’ll spend about three years reading, five years talking, six years getting an
education, six years riding in a car, seven years eating, eleven years in recreational activities, fourteen years working, and
twenty-seven years sleeping. Attending Mass for an hour every week and praying for five minutes every day adds up to . . .
SIX MONTHS! How can we refuse so little to a loving God who has given us so much?
Attending Mass is good for us. A Duke University study showed that regular Church attendance can enhance physical, emotional
and mental health. The effect of regular worship on survival has been equivalent to that of wearing seat belts versus not
wearing seat belts in auto accidents and of smoking versus not smoking. A study at the University of Pittsburgh Medical
Center indicated that regular Church attendance can add two to three years of life. The study noted that the effects of Church
attendance were similar to those of cholesterol lowering medications, but without the cost. God knows what’s best: Going to
Mass every week takes six months of your life, and it may add two to three years! In many ways, Mass is like cruise control.
Cruise control can keep a car at seventy miles per hour whether it’s going up or down a hill. Christ’s peace keeps us steady
in the ups and downs of life. Mass is a time to put our lives on cruise control. If we are angry or upset, Mass is a time to
calm down in the gentle presence of Jesus. If we are weary, Mass is a time to be revived with the grace and life of Jesus. No
matter what our mood, Christ’s peace granted at every Mass can be a steadying influence which brings us the calm and
courage we need to carry on. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that on Sundays and Holydays of obligation,
Catholics should refrain from unnecessary work that would hinder the worship owed to God. We need leisure to rest from
our labors and turn mind and heart to God. We should find happiness in remembering Christ’s death and Resurrection that
freed us from the power of death and brought us the hope of eternal joy!”
Excerpt taken from: “We Worship: A Guide to the Catholic Mass,” by Fr. Oscar Lukefahr, C.M.
School Supplies Needed: We are still collecting
school supplies for two more weeks (deadline:
August 11) to share with teachers and students
who live around the Crossroads community on
West Grand Blvd. in Detroit! Your generosity will
help some very grateful teachers and students
prepare for the fall! We will deliver the supplies when we sponsor
lunch at Crossroads on August 12. This is an opportunity to bless
students in need. There is a box in the church narthex for this
collection.
Suggested School Supplies
New Backpacks
Washable Markers
Colored Pencils
Pink Erasers

Twin-pocket Folders
Rulers
Number 2 pencils
Wide-ruled Paper
Pens (blue or black)
Pencil Pouches
Highlighters
Glue Sticks
Wide-ruled Spiral Notebooks

Karen Heuer
Director of Christian Service
248-626-2320
karen.heuer@stowen.org

ST. OWEN FOOD PANTRY: Items we could use:
spaghetti sauce
tissue (Kleenex®)
flour
canned tuna
instant mashed potatoes
Please note: The Food Pantry does not accept
opened products or food past its sell by date.
Thank you for your continued generosity.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued from previous page.

Sharing/Thank You from The Readiness Center of Benton Harbor, MI
For a number of years, we have had a relationship
with the Readiness Center of Benton Harbor
through parishioner Nadine Maynard and her
friendship with the founder and director Sister
Paulita Walters, R.S.M. Benton Harbor is a
very economically challenged area of the state
and we don’t let anything go to waste! Nadine
and others transport donated snacks and drinks
remaining from our South Oakland Shelter
hosting week in May to Benton Harbor where
Sr. Paulita uses them for the children in her
care in the summer program.
We received the following note of thanks:
“Thank you for sharing your extra snacks
with the children at the Readiness Center. We have
been enjoying the treats during our July summer program focusing on “non-violence through the arts.”
The small packs make it easy
for us to take our snacks wherever we end up. These pictures
are from our dance recital on
Friday. The goldfish crackers
were a welcome snack after
working so hard to prepare for
the “show.” Thank you again
for your generosity! You and
your ministries are held in
prayer.”

For over thirty-nine years, the Readiness Center
has served the Benton Harbor community and
increased its programming to fulfill the changing
needs of the children and their parents. The
Readiness Center has grown to include an after
school component for first through fifth graders
called CityKids and the 50/50 Teen work/
mentor program. The longevity of the programs
and the success of the students is a tribute to
the effectiveness of the Readiness Center and
the role of their parents. Nearly 1,400 children's
lives have been touched since the center opened
its doors in 1980 and 97% of the children that
they were able to track graduated from high school and many
of them have pursued higher
education leading to careers as
teachers, nurses and business
professionals.

Many years ago, Sister Paulita Walters opened the doors to
the Readiness Center with a small grant. Her vision was to
provide a safe and nurturing environment where pre-school
children could learn the tools necessary to help them
succeed in school. Structured parent/child time leads to the
parent taking an active role in their child's learning through
their school years. The center has never strayed from its
core purpose of providing early childhood education and
family nurturing.

Crossroads of Michigan/Feeding the Hungry: Summertime
in the city! St. Owen will sponsor a summer lunch program
for children and adults at Crossroads on West Grand Blvd.
in Detroit on Monday, August 12. Many of the children
qualify for a free lunch at school but during summer months,
parents’ resources are stretched thin, and the children are
often hungry. Crossroads’ Summer Lunch Program was
created to ensure that children would continue to receive
nutritious meals throughout the summer. Teams from service
organizations throughout the metro Detroit area host the
program Monday through Friday for 10 weeks.

We plan to prepare and serve a delicious lunch of sloppy
joes, vegetables, fruit, with a special treat for dessert,
followed by a kitchen clean-up. There will be craft projects
for the children and other activities will run from 12:30 p.m.
- 2:00 p.m.
A BIG THANK YOU to those who have contributed funds
in support of this outreach! For more information about all
the services provided by Crossroads, please visit its website
at crossroadsofmichigan.org.
God bless,
Karen Heuer 248-626-2320
karen.heuer@stowen.org
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS
Mary Mills
Director of Youth Group
248-932-5919
stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com

If you have been following this column since our return from North Lawrence,
Ohio, you have read highlights of six teens: Eamon Mott, Katie Lane, Kristina
Gould, Dominic Yee, Phillip Fogle and Marisa Nafso, who joined our St.
Owen Youth Group for a week of work, worship and relationship building.
Read along and discover three more teens who added so much to our group for
the week.

Emma DeMarco, a sophomore at Groves High School,
shares, “To me, REACH Camp
meant stepping out of your
comfort zone to have to work
on something you’ve never
done before with a group of
complete and total strangers.
All these kids come from
different states and backgrounds, so it’s exciting to
work with people who have
nothing in common, but work
together so well. This week
further grew my faith and my
confidence with people I don’t
know.”

Jenny Abraham is a senior at
Seaholm High School. She
contributed the following: “This
week has been such an incredible
experience. We’ve done so much
more than just improve houses.
We’ve changed the lives of everyone around us. The members of
my crew forced me to open up
and learn new things. I can
visibly see how much deeper I’ve
grown in my faith. The people I
worked next to have shaped me
in such an amazing way. This
week was so much fun!”

Anna Russo will be a senior at
Bloomfield Hills High School this
fall. Her reflections include, “REACH
is very important to me. I’ve been
coming since freshman year and have
had a great time every year. This
week at REACH is not only a time
where I can meet others and help
our neighbors, but it is also a period
for personal growth. At REACH, we
have time to reflect on our past,
present and hopes for the future. So
far this week, we have reflected on
what it means to be an individual
within a community and how to
balance grace and truth. This week
allows me to grow as an individual
by developing my skills and shifting
my mentality to be more open to new
ideas.”

“I give you my hands to do your work,
I give you my feet to go your way,
I give you my eyes to see as you do,
I give you my mouth to speak as you do,
I give you my heart that you might help me
To love and serve my brothers and sisters in all things.
Act justly, love tenderly, and serve others well.

Adapted from CTS
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MUSIC MINISTRY
Polly Brennan (July 2019)
Julie Brennan (July 2019)
Peggy Pero (June 2019)
Rosie Rohlman (May 2019)
Olivia Leigh (May 2019)
Norma Tioran (May 2019)
Walter Falby (April 2019)
Anne Bouch (Mar 2019)
Bayani Domingo (Mar 2019)
Fred Hillard (Feb 2019)
Jim Holden (Feb 2019)
Donna Kelly (Sept 2018)
Tom Brennan (Sept 2018)
Joann Holden (Aug 2018)
John Kevin Drumm (July 2018)
Sawyer Ziegelman (June 2018)
Ray Winke (June 2018)
Bob Nightingale (Aug 2017)
Kenneth Roy (April 2017)
Raymond Krisan (July 2017)
Joe Kirwin (Dec 2017)
Nancy Fearon (Dec 2017)
Mark Trafeli (Nov 2017)
Fr. Tim Babcock (Sept 2017)
Lilian Calati (Feb 2015)
Harry Samuel (April 2015)
Will Dreisig (Sept 2015)
Randy Sax (Sept 2015)
Colleen Appel (June 2014)
Sandra Saunders (Sept 2012)
Joseph Varion (Nov 2012)
Armed Forces & Veterans
First Responders
Missionaries
Date placed on this list is in ( ).
If an individual has been removed from
the list but still in need of our prayers,
please call. Updates appreciated.

Prayer List:
Call Judy at 248-626-0840 with
changes and additions to this list.

Bradley Lieto
Music Director
248-626-0840
lietoba@gmail.com

My Dear Friends,

I hope and pray your summer is going well! It’s been quiet but also fruitful
and prayerful here on our church’s music scene. As you know, I’m rather fond
of the several music groups we house and create worship with here. (In other
words I miss them and can’t wait for them to return.)
And in their absence I have been planning and dreaming some new schemes
for the coming year. But I cannot share those until they are discussed and
agreed upon by the team that IS the music ministry.
So instead I will share that I’ve been working on a show in Ann Arbor called
Little Women. This is the Broadway version not the opera and I play Laurie,
the love struck teenager who falls in love with the incredible Jo March before
marrying her sister in the second act. It has been a crazy whirlwind of a run. If
you’d like to come, the performances continue this weekend and next on the
campus of Washtenaw Community College. Just look up the company called
One Off Productions or drop me a line if you get a chance to come. This is the
most hair I’ve had on the top of my head in more than a decade and the least
on my face. Seems there is actually a face under where the hair used to be.
Hope to see you at the show.
Brad

St. Owen is ONLINE.
Website: www.stowen.org
or download the Mobile App

************
St. Owen Prayer Line:
In need of prayer or special
intention?
Call: Elaine 248-593-0372 (H)
Or 248-825-7387 (C)
Or Rita Lou 248-851-0595.
If you have a special intention
which you’d prefer remain
confidential, may we suggest you
request prayers from the
Prayer Line ministry.

Job Openings
Interested in entering
funeral service?
We have two job openings:
a full-time concierge and a
part-time funeral service
associate.
Visit Job Openings on
website to learn more.
Pass this on if you know
someone who might be
interested.
248-362-2500
www.AJDesmond.com

Liturgical Minister Schedule
August 3-4, 2019
*Substitute may replace a scheduled minister after publication.

Ushers: B

Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday
11:00 a.m.

Altar Servers*

Lectors*

Kathryn Berg

Patricia Plopa
Bob Lampertius

Clare Hafner

Tiziana Bailey
Dale Buras

Claire Knicely
Sophia Acuna

Stacie Angel
Rick Hawkins
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Experience Catholic tradition through the Sacred Scriptures. How will God speak to you?
Begin your journey through the Bible with the Catholic Biblical School of Michigan (CBSM)
Wednesday 7pm-9pm class at Holy Family Parish in Novi, starting September 18.
With in-depth study led by seminary-level professors, the Bible comes to life, relevant and real! CBSM is
accessible to all with 100% of requests for financial aid granted.
Learn more by attending an Information Session: July 30 or August 21. Info sessions held at 7pm at
Holy Family in Novi, or register at csbmich.org/register by September 4. Contact: info@cbsmich.org or
586-438-3085. Holy Family Parish, 24505 Meadowbrook, Novi, 48375

SUMMER BENEFIT CONCERT
FOR THE AFRICAN MISSIONS
Saturday, August 3
7:00 PM
SS. Cyril & Methodius Parish Hall
Presenting for your enjoyment
Baroque, Classical & Romantic Works
featuring
Stephanie Weil, vocalist
Aaron Marshall, guitarist
Michael Semaan, pianist/accompanist

Stephanie Weil

Aaron Marshall

Suggested minimum admission fee:

$5 per individual
$10 per family

For more information,
please call 248-250-6005

Holy Land Pilgrimage

Terra Sancta Pilgrimages with Franciscan friar Fr. Alex Kratz
will be leading a Catholic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land from
December 2-16, 2019. This life-changing experience walking
in Jesus’ footsteps includes daily Mass and Rosary, biblical
readings on site, time for prayer and spiritual guidance and
meeting local Christians. Cost: $4,299 (all expenses included,
round trip from Detroit, 3 daily meals, all tips and taxes). $500
deposit due at registration. Orientation meeting: August 25 at
St. Joseph Chapel our headquarters (400 South Blvd. West,
Pontiac, MI 48331). Next pilgrimage: April 20-May 4, 2020.
Contact Fr. Alex at (313) 727-9784 or abunaalex@yahoo.com.

SS. Cyril & Methodius Church
41233 Ryan Road (just north of 18 Mile)
Sterling Heights, Michigan 48314
www.saintcyrils.church

Catholic Event Finder and Mass Finder
Go to catholiceventfinder.com. Enter the zip code or search
key word. Sort events by date, location or time.
Want to locate a Mass when you are traveling?
Go to masstimes.org.
Enter the zip code of the area you are visiting for Mass times
by day, time or proximity.
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Largest Selection of Liquor and Wine in the State
Delivery Available

734.522.4400

13971 Middlebelt Rd., Livonia
www.winepalace.net
cliff and kelly denha, owner s

FRANKLIN AUTO
SERVICE Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated • Since 1965
brakes • exhaust • tires • steering • shocks
32725 Franklin Road • Franklin

248-626-2080

www.FranklinAutoService.com

10% OFF • MILITARY DISCOUNTS

St. Owen Church

stowen.weshareonline.org

4-G-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0752

LYNCH & SONS Funeral Directors
1368 North Crooks Road (one block south of Maple)
Brigid G. Lynch Parishioner Bereavement Counselor

248-435-0660

Open: 7AM-4PM - 7 Days a Week
33703 Woodward at 14 1/2 Mile Road

642-5775

A Great Experience Of Family Togetherness

www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com

HOFFMAN

lawn sprinkler
systems
248.652.2333

ROCHESTER HILLS, MI

PROTECT THE
THINGS YOU
CHERISH THE MOST
 Call to see if you can save
 Call for a Farmers Friendly Review®
 Evening appointments

Kristine Hartley
Your Local Agent
6421 INKSTER RD STE 108, BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48301
KHARTLEY@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/khartley

Call 248.847.3167 today!
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for
details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated
insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers
are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.

www.AJDesmond.com
2600 Crooks Road (Between Maple & Big Beaver) • 248-362-2500

Vasu, Rodgers & Connell Chapel
32515 Woodward (4 Blocks S. of 14 mile)

248-549-0500

Price Chapel

3725 Rochester (Between Wattles & Big Beaver)

248-689-0700

Contact Terry Sweeney to place an ad today!
tsweeney@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6407

Josette Charboneau, REALTOR®
DESIGNATED SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

CELL: 248-882-3686
EMAIL: josette.charboneau@gmail.com
Parishioner

4130 Telegraph Rd., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

THIS SPACE IS

LICENSED & INSURED
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service

248-542-8022

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren • 313-278-0380
25685 W. 10 Mile Rd • 248-356-7625
www.monuments1947.com

4-G-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0752

