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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 4, 2019
Bloomfield Hills, MI
248-626-0840
www.stowen.org

CRONK’S CORNER
Every now and then you may wonder why the Church
asks us to attend Mass on Sunday, even in the summer
when you might be tempted to say, “It’s time for a
break, a vacation from the Sunday Mass thing.” After
all, if you are faithful through most of the year, don’t
you think you’ve earned a reprieve?
The truth of the matter is that the Church isn’t the one
asking us to be there on Sunday morning. It’s true
enough that the Church has a command that stipulates
Mass on the Sabbath, Sunday for Christians. But the
one who invites is Christ Jesus the Lord. He speaks to
us in many ways, but certainly through the Sunday
Liturgy, containing as it does passages from Sacred
Scripture (the Word of God) as well as the profound
moment when we find ourselves transported back
through time and space to the Passover Meal of the
Last Supper when Jesus offers us his Body and Blood
(his sacramental presence).
Today, in the selection from St. Luke’s Gospel, we
find Jesus teaching the crowds as he so often did.
Apparently a fellow in the crowd had his mind on

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor
with Joey

things other than the matters Jesus was presenting.
Without warning, the guy shouts out his concern. It
must have been bothering him mightily and as soon as
we hear his complaint, we know why. Apparently his
father has died and what he wants is his share of the
inheritance that is supposed to come to him. His crass
greed is broadcast to everyone. It is quite conceivable
that there are others around him who have the same
sense of having been wronged by family members. It
happens often enough right up to our own day. Feelings
are hurt, relationships are destroyed, lawyers are hired
and a mess ensues. Jesus is wise enough to avoid getting
into such a sad family fight. But he sees the real problem.
“Take care to guard against greed.” Then he makes an
even more important point: “One may be rich but
one’s life does not consist of possessions!” This poor
fellow just can’t open his mind and heart to the message
CRONK’S CORNER, continued on page 3.
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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES

Fred Schira
Req. by Dee Whiting

Lv 25:1, 8-17
Mt 14:1-12

4pm Reconciliation
5pm Mass

SUNDAY
August 4

9am Ghanim Ankawi
Req. by Suad Husaynu
11am Kathy Damioli Hughes
Req. by her family

Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23
Col 3:1-5, 9-11
Lk 12:13-21

9am Mass
11am Mass

MONDAY
August 5

Richard Mida
Req. by St. Owen parishioners

Nm 11:4b-15
Mt 14:13-21

9am Mass

TUESDAY
August 6
Transfiguration

Living and deceased members of the Dn 7:9-10, 13-14
2 Pt 1:16-19
Mansoor and Catcho families
Lk 9:28b-36
Req. by Brandon Mansoor

9am Mass
2:30pm Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY
August 7

Nm 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 26a-29a,
34-35
Mt 15:21-28

9am Communion Service
9:30am Knit/Crochet

THURSDAY
August 8

Nm 20:1-13
Mt 16:13-23

8pm AA meeting

FRIDAY
August 9

Maryanne McEvoy
Req. by Joe and Peggy Pero

Dt 4:32-40
Mt 16:24-28

9am Mass
11am Memorial Mass: J. Hartwig

SATURDAY
August 10

Muriel McDonald
Req. by Dee Whiting

2 Cor 9:6-10
Jn 12:24-26

4pm Reconciliation
5pm Mass

SUNDAY
August 11

9am Paul Breed
Req. by Bob and Sharon Nightingale
11am Beatrice Karakashian
Req. by the Karakashian family

Wis 18:6-9
Heb 11:1-2, 8-19
Lk 12:32-48

9am Mass
11am Mass
2pm Singles Bridge-Center

Parish Center Closed: July 20—August 9 .

SATURDAY
August 3

ST. OWEN VISION: We strive to be an open, welcoming and caring Catholic
community of believers who are called to share, celebrate, renew and grow in faith,
love of God and one another. We embrace Jesus by living His teachings and values
and put our faith into action through service, tithing and outreach.

ST. OWEN CATHOLIC CHURCH

6869 Franklin Road ♦ Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 ♦ www.stowen.org
Phone: 248-626-0840
Web address: www.stowen.org
Deacon Mike Von Ende
Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor
248-855-1941 (home)
248-626-0840 Ext. 1
deaconmike@stowen.org
jcronk@stowen.org
Parish Office
248-626-0840
Office Admin, Judy Moenck
Ext. 6
parishoffice@stowen.org
Business Manager, Eva Ashor
Ext. 3
eashor@stowen.org
Youth Ministry, Mary Mills
Ext. 5
248-932-5919 (home) ♦ stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com
Music Minister, Bradley Lieto
Ext. 4
lietoba@gmail.com

Parish Center ___________________________
Religious Formation (PreK-8 and RCIA)
Jarrod Dillon
626-2300
dre@stowen.org
Christian Service
Karen Heuer
626-2320
karen.heuer@stowen.org
Parish Maintenance
Alex Brown
626-2458

Mass Schedule
Sunday
Weekday Mass M-T-F
Communion Service W
Saturday
Holy Day
Reconciliation
Saturday

9am and 11am
9am
9am
5pm
9am and 7pm

***************
4pm-4:30pm

***************

Driving directions and Mass times:
248-626-0840 Ext. 7
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CRONK’S CORNER, continued from page 1.
Jesus is trying to instill. He wants his money. Jesus makes a point that the whole crowd can profit from, especially
in light of the fact that there is a judgment coming. What does life, especially eternal life truly consist of.
This is a teaching moment so we shouldn’t be surprised that Jesus turns to a parable to make a profound point. A rich
man’s lands have yielded more crops than expected. But instead of asking himself how he might share all the extra
food he has with those who are needy, he has a brilliantly stupid idea. He will tear down his barns and build bigger
ones. Then he won’t have to worry about a thing. “Eat, drink and be merry” becomes the rich man’s philosophy of
life.
He forgot one important fact: he would not live forever. As Jesus tells the story, it is God himself who declares that
the rich man will die that very night! Who will get his piled up wealth? He has no family; he has no friends. What
has his life amounted to? What good is bigger barns?
Then Jesus drives home his point: This is how it will be for everyone who stores up treasure for himself but is not
rich in what matters to God.
St. Gregory the Great taught that when we care for the poor and share with the needy we give them what is theirs,
not ours. We are performing works of mercy, yes, but more, we are paying a debt of mercy. Life does not consist
of possessions but in sharing what we have with others.
“Give us each day our daily bread” Jesus taught in last week’s Gospel. He never told us to pray for lots and lots of
stuff. Enough for today. That should do quite well.
Padre
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE

I

n the Gospel reading from St. Luke this weekend,
Jesus tells us to guard against all greed. In the familiar
parable told, the rich man has no space to store his bountiful harvest, so he builds a bigger barn. His problem is
not that he is rich, or that he is excited about a bumper
harvest, but that he believes that this wealth means security. He puts his trust in his warehouses which, of course,
let him down. We have witnessed at times, greedy people,
who seem to hoard their treasure, refusing to enjoy it
themselves or share it with others. Instead, money becomes
a substitute for God, an idol. They seek their identity and
ultimate security in money.
Do we just build bigger barns too? Are we satisfied with
a home that is just big enough? The longer we own a
possession, the stickier it becomes - in terms of its
reverse-possession, that is. We all have items under beds
or in boxes that don’t come out of hiding, carried through
countless moves yet never utilized. It could be that college
guitar that’s no longer strummed, new cooking equipment

Karen Heuer
Director of Christian Service
248-626-2320
karen.heuer@stowen.org

we always meant to master, gifts we don’t want but feel
obliged to keep, books we faintly hope to read one day.
The longer things take up space, the more they seem to
have a right to do so. Where do we seek our ultimate
satisfaction and security? In these temporal things that
pass away, or in God who is forever? Are we keeping our
eye on the goal of heaven someday?
In the parable, God said to the rich man: “And the things
you have prepared, to whom will they belong?”
Ask yourself that question. Including an examination of
conscience in our daily prayers helps us ask such questions
and keeps us from getting off - track. Liberate yourself
from some possessions and share the wealth with others
by donating!

Crossroads School Supply Donations: Our school supply
collection for residents around the Crossroads neighborhood on
West Grand Blvd. and 15th Street in Detroit will be delivered
next week when we go to cook and serve lunch there. Once
again, your generosity amazes me! A mountain of supplies were
donated including many backpacks, paper, notebooks, pens,
scissors, pencil pouches, glue, etc., enough to fill several car trunks. This will
allow these families access to supplies they need to start the school year and
they can spend their limited funds elsewhere. THANK YOU for supporting
Crossroads with the donations that will help with the pursuit of academics as
well as your generosity supplying the ingredients to serve the luncheon! This is
a worthy cause indeed. You are helping make the world a better, kinder, more
loving place.

Crossroads is a social service
outreach agency in Detroit.
Founded in 1971, Crossroads
exists to support the community
at large by providing emergency
assistance, advocacy and
counseling to anyone in need.

FOOD PANTRY: In 2018, 48% of households in the city of Detr oit wer e consider ed food
insecure, meaning they don’t have reliable access to a sufficient quantity of affordable, nutritious food. Even families that receive food stamp benefits struggle to keep food on their tables.
Did you know that during the summer, donations at all food pantries and other help agencies
drop off dramatically, and they really struggle to help those in need? THANK YOU for keeping
our St. Owen food pantry well-stocked! Since the St. Owen parish center, where the food
pantry is located, has been closed for summer maintenance the last few weeks, the pantry has
sat idle. But as soon as we re-open, I expect there will be heavy traffic. Pantry needs: toilet
paper and smaller size diapers (newborn to size 3). They are definite necessities and families
cannot purchase these items with a bridge (food stamps) card. Your donations may be left in
the food bins at church or brought to the parish office during normal business hours. May God
bless you for your support!
CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued on next page.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued from previous page.

Most Holy Trinity Church in Detroit is planning to celebrate a special Mass for the Families in Detention Camps
this week. There will be prayers for the detained families,
gratitude to God for God’s presence in the people, prayers
for courage that we will respond to Pope Francis’ exhortations about immigrants as our brothers and sisters. There
will be prayers for children who have died in camps or
along the exodus from their own countries.
Two years ago, priests and laity across the Archdiocese
of Detroit formed a partnership called “Strangers No
Longer," the name borrowed from a 2003 U.S. bishops’
pastoral letter that laid out principles for reforming U.S.
immigration policy. (see usccb.org, search Strangers No
Longer)
They wanted to be responsive to Pope Francis’ call to
see what could be done for the least among us, the
immigrants. It has grown to include representatives from
18 parishes and religious communities across the Archdiocese of Detroit. Parishes form “Circles of Support,"
everyday parishioners who gather to discuss how they
can care for the local immigrant community both within
and outside their parish.
Very close to Most Holy Trinity, where the Mass for the
Families in Detention Camps will be celebrated, is Ste.
Anne de Detroit, located in Mexicantown. Mexicantown
is a magnet for immigrants from South and Central
America. Msgr. Chuck Kosanke is the pastor of both
parishes. St. Anne houses Freedom House in their former
convent.
Freedom House Detroit is a temporary home
for indigent survivors of persecution from around
the world who are seeking asylum in the United
States. Its mission is to uphold a fundamental
American principle, one inscribed on the base of
the Statue of Liberty, providing safety for those
“yearning to breathe free.”
Guided by our belief that all persons deserve to

live free from oppression and to be treated with
justice, compassion and dignity, we offer a continuum of care and services to our residents as well
as to other refugees in need. They advocate for
systemic change that more fully recognizes the
rights of asylum seekers.

St. Owen partners with Freedom House at Christmas
with our Promise Tree program. Lists of immigrants’
needs are solicited and generous parishioners fulfill their
requests.
There are many immigrants who live around St. Anne de
Detroit who are afraid, who have been separated from
their families, and need a place to talk, share, heal and
meet people who will let them know what their rights are.
Strangers No Longer works with lawyers in the community
who provide free or low-cost legal services for immigrants
who aren’t afforded the right to a public defender.
They discuss the practical things parishioners can do to
help, including driving immigrants without a driver’s
license to hearings, write letters to judges vouching for
their contributions to the community or just being a
listening voice. Others get involved spreading information,
especially about the violent situations that force people to
flee their homelands for the United States, and about
what it means to treat everyone with justice, regardless of
their legal standing.
Strangers No Longer want to take the Gospel approach to
these situations. Their goal is not to condemn or condone
people who break the law by coming here, but to treat all
with respect, listening and discerning what it means to
bring mercy to all.
God bless,
Karen Heuer
248-626-2320
karen.heuer@stowen.org
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS
Mary Mills
Director of Youth Group
248-932-5919
stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com

REACH Mission Trips equip churches to engage teens with service
opportunities. The week is relationship focused, includes significant
home repairs, and programs consisting of worship, crew sharing time,
slide show and drama presentations.
In case you have missed your teen in this column, the following students: Eamon Mott, Katie Lane, Kristina
Gould, Dominic Yee, Phillip Fogle, Marisa Nafso, Anna Russo, Emma DeMarco and Jenny Abraham,
shared their thoughts in previous weeks. Three more mission trip participants highlighted this week:

Justin Hittler will begin his fr eshman year at Indiana University in the
fall. Justin, along with Dominic Yee,
won the much anticipated wild and
crazy REACH games this year. This
was Justin’s fourth mission trip. He
shares, “I love going to Reach every
year! It is always one of the highlights
of the summer. I love connecting with
God and also people in my crew and
youth group.”

Liam Mott will be a senior attending Brother Rice High School. The
week has impacted Liam with the
following, “This week has been
amazing for me. Getting to expand
my horizons and get to meet new
people has been great. The way
strangers can come together and
complete a large project like this to
get it done. It is a strong and powerful experience that I enjoy more and
more every year.”

Julia Nafso will be a senior this fall
and attends the Academy of Sacred
Heart. Julia’s thoughts about her week
include, “This week at REA CH has
been the best week of my summer so far.
The worksite that I have been placed in
is a new experience for me since this
would be my first paint project. My
crew and I scraped old paint off of the
exterior of the house, primed the wood,
and painted the main structure green
and the trim white. I was able to get to
learn the amazing story behind my
neighbor and the house we are working
on. I have always enjoyed my week at
REACH and have grown through the
memories and experiences I have
gained through this mission trip. I
cannot wait for what the next year has
to bring.”

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”
1 Peter 4:10
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MILESTONES
Jennifer Roma (July 2019)
Elizabeth Ebisawa (July 2019)
Polly Brennan (July 2019)
Julie Brennan (July 2019)
Rosie Rohlman (May 2019)
Olivia Leigh (May 2019)
Norma Tioran (May 2019)
Walter Falby (April 2019)
Anne Bouch (Mar 2019)
Bayani Domingo (Mar 2019)
Fred Hillard (Feb 2019)
Jim Holden (Feb 2019)
Donna Kelly (Sept 2018)
Tom Brennan (Sept 2018)
Joann Holden (Aug 2018)
John Kevin Drumm (July 2018)
Sawyer Ziegelman (June 2018)
Ray Winke (June 2018)
Bob Nightingale (Aug 2017)
Kenneth Roy (April 2017)
Raymond Krisan (July 2017)
Joe Kirwin (Dec 2017)
Nancy Fearon (Dec 2017)
Mark Trafeli (Nov 2017)
Fr. Tim Babcock (Sept 2017)
Lilian Calati (Feb 2015)
Harry Samuel (April 2015)
Will Dreisig (Sept 2015)
Randy Sax (Sept 2015)
Colleen Appel (June 2014)
Sandra Saunders (Sept 2012)
Joseph Varion (Nov 2012)
Armed Forces & Veterans
First Responders
Missionaries
Date placed on this list is in ( ).
Updates appreciated.

Prayer List:
Call Judy at 248-626-0840 with
changes and additions to this list.
************
St. Owen Prayer Line:
In need of prayer or special
intention?
Call: Elaine 248-593-0372 (H)
Or 248-825-7387 (C)
Or Rita Lou 248-851-0595.
If you have a special intention
which you’d prefer remain
confidential, may we suggest you
request prayers from the
Prayer Line ministry.

At this time of deep sadness, know that our thoughts and prayers are with you.
We extend our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of
John Hartwig

Husband of Patricia (Pat)
Memorial Service
Friday, August 9, 11am

Ronald Belle

Brother of parishioner Joan Belle
Buried from St. Owen on July 27

We look not at what can be seen; for what can be seen is temporary,
but what cannot be seen is eternal. 2 Corinthians 4:18
Celebrating 50th Anniversary
of Marriage
Vince and Kathy Callahan

Baptism
of

August 2, 1969 - August 2, 2019
Flowers at the altar sponsored
by their family.

Action Michael Warren

Proud family members presented
the gifts at the 5pm Saturday Mass.

Parents
Adam and Melanie (Murphy) Warren

Mass Finder

Grandparents
Brian and Kathy Murphy

Locate a Mass when you’re away.
Go to www.masstimes.org.
Enter the zip code of the area you are visiting for Mass times by day, time or proximity.

Officiant
Deacon Oscar Brown

July 27, 2019

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTION REPORT
Offertory contribution for week of July 28: $ 6,484
July 21: $ 5,968
July 14: $ 6,617
July 7: $12,786

On vacation? Provide for your parish with Online giving.
Sign up on the St. Owen website: www.stowen.org.
For more information or assistance,
contact Eva Ashor: 248-626-0840.
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A Weekend of Discovery, a Lifetime of Love
Every marriage deserves this kind of attention!

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is a weekend for mar r ied Chr istian
couples who value their relationship and desire a richer, fuller life together.
Couples will learn the tools needed to keep their marriage strong. The emphasis
of the weekend is on communication between husband and wife, who spend a weekend together
away from the distractions and the tensions of everyday life, to concentrate on each other. It’s not
a retreat, nor a marriage clinic, nor group sensitivity. It’s a unique approach aimed at
revitalizing Christian Marriage. Reserve your weekend get-away today!
2019 Weekend Dates:
August 23-25
Farmington, MI
September 27-29 Troy, MI
November 15-17 Adrian, MI

For information and registration:

Call 888-322-9963
encounterdetroit.org

Experience Catholic tradition through the Sacred Scriptures. How will God speak to you?
Begin your journey through the Bible with the Catholic Biblical School of Michigan (CBSM)
Wednesday 7pm-9pm class at Holy Family Parish in Novi, starting September 18.
With in-depth study led by seminary-level professors, the Bible comes to life, relevant and real! CBSM is
accessible to all with 100% of requests for financial aid granted.
Learn more by attending an Information Session: August 21. 7pm at Holy Family in Novi, or

register at csbmich.or g/register by September 4. Contact: info@cbsmich.or g or 586-438-3085.
Holy Family Parish, 24505 Meadowbrook, Novi, 48375

Holy Land Pilgrimage

Terra Sancta Pilgrimages with Franciscan friar Fr. Alex Kratz
will be leading a Catholic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land from
December 2-16, 2019. This life-changing experience walking
in Jesus’ footsteps includes daily Mass and Rosary, biblical
readings on site, time for prayer and spiritual guidance and
meeting local Christians. Cost: $4,299 (all expenses included,
round trip from Detroit, 3 daily meals, all tips and taxes). $500
deposit due at registration. Orientation meeting: August 25 at
St. Joseph Chapel our headquarters (400 South Blvd. West,
Pontiac, MI 48331). Next pilgrimage: April 20-May 4, 2020.
Contact Fr. Alex at (313) 727-9784 or abunaalex@yahoo.com.
Individuals with knowledge of sexual abuse by clergy or other
Church representatives are urged to contact local law enforcement and/or the Michigan Attorney General’s Office at (844)
324-3374 or aginvestigations@michigan.gov. Individuals also
may contact the Archdiocese of Detroit by visiting
protect.aod.org or calling the 24/7 victim assistance line at
(866) 343-8055 or by emailing vac@aod.org. There are no
time limits or restrictions on individuals wishing to report abuse.

Widowed Friends

Widowed persons of all faiths are
welcome. Visit the website at
www.widowedfriends.org.

Liturgical Minister Schedule
August 10-11, 2019
*Substitute may replace a scheduled minister after publication.

Ushers: B

Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday
11:00 a.m.

Altar Servers*

Lectors*

Isabelle Johnston

Rosie Gumbleton
Susan Chambers

Maggie Hilliard

Susan Peters
Marilynn Leedom

Grace Buekers
Samantha Buekers

Kathy DeRonne
Lindsey Luttinen
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Largest Selection of Liquor and Wine in the State
Delivery Available

734.522.4400

13971 Middlebelt Rd., Livonia
www.winepalace.net
cliff and kelly denha, owner s

FRANKLIN AUTO
SERVICE Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated • Since 1965
brakes • exhaust • tires • steering • shocks
32725 Franklin Road • Franklin

248-626-2080

www.FranklinAutoService.com

10% OFF • MILITARY DISCOUNTS

St. Owen Church

stowen.weshareonline.org

4-G-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0752

LYNCH & SONS Funeral Directors
1368 North Crooks Road (one block south of Maple)
Brigid G. Lynch Parishioner Bereavement Counselor

248-435-0660

Open: 7AM-4PM - 7 Days a Week
33703 Woodward at 14 1/2 Mile Road

642-5775

A Great Experience Of Family Togetherness

www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com

HOFFMAN

lawn sprinkler
systems
248.652.2333

ROCHESTER HILLS, MI

PROTECT THE
THINGS YOU
CHERISH THE MOST
 Call to see if you can save
 Call for a Farmers Friendly Review®
 Evening appointments

Kristine Hartley
Your Local Agent
6421 INKSTER RD STE 108, BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48301
KHARTLEY@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/khartley

Call 248.847.3167 today!
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for
details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated
insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers
are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.

www.AJDesmond.com
2600 Crooks Road (Between Maple & Big Beaver) • 248-362-2500

Vasu, Rodgers & Connell Chapel
32515 Woodward (4 Blocks S. of 14 mile)

248-549-0500

Price Chapel

3725 Rochester (Between Wattles & Big Beaver)

248-689-0700

Contact Terry Sweeney to place an ad today!
tsweeney@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6407

Josette Charboneau, REALTOR®
DESIGNATED SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

CELL: 248-882-3686
EMAIL: josette.charboneau@gmail.com
Parishioner

4130 Telegraph Rd., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

THIS SPACE IS

LICENSED & INSURED
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service

248-542-8022

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren • 313-278-0380
25685 W. 10 Mile Rd • 248-356-7625
www.monuments1947.com

4-G-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0752

