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21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Bloomfield Hills, MI
248-626-0840
www.stowen.org

ST. OWEN VISION: We strive to be an open, welcoming and caring Catholic community of believers who are

called to share, celebrate, renew and grow in faith, love of God and one another. We embrace Jesus by living
His teachings and values and put our faith into action through service, tithing and outreach.

CRONK’S CORNER
Last week’s article in this space drew on data derived
from the Pew Research group which gave a portrait of
the state of the Catholic Church in the United States.
First just a word about what Pew is. The name is not an
acronym. It is a family name and identifies the four children of Joseph Newton Pew, the founder of the Sun Oil
Company, who created and funded the Pew Charitable
Trusts in the late 1940’s. Pew Research Center is a nonpartisan fact tank intended to inform the public about
issues, attitudes and trends in the world. They conduct
public opinion polling, demographic research, content
analysis and other data driven social science and research.
The group does not take policy positions.
Last week we took a look at the research which indicates
that the Catholic Church is going through a difficult time
in which membership is falling at an alarming rate. At
the end of my article I asked if anyone would like to
comment by way of email. There were no responses.
This week, I would like to turn your attention to another
survey taken by Pew Research, and it causes even more
alarming concern to those who consider themselves
prayerful, active Catholics. It appears that just one-third
of U.S. Catholics agree with the Church’s faith that the
Eucharist, Holy Communion, is the Body and Blood of
Christ. The idea that during Mass, the bread and wine
used for Communion become the Body and Blood of
Jesus Christ is central to the Catholic faith. In the Second
Vatican Council, in the Document on the Sacred Liturgy,
it states that the Eucharist is the source and summit of the
Christian life. If this belief has slipped through the cracks
in the beliefs of many of us, something crucial, central,
indispensable has gone missing. This new Pew survey is
telling us that most self-described Catholics don’t believe

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor
with Joey

this core teaching. In fact, nearly seven-in–ten Catholics,
69% say that they personally believe that during Mass,
the bread and wine used are symbols but not really the
Body and Blood of Jesus. Just one-third of U.S. Catholics
(31%) say they believe that during Mass, the bread and
wine actually become the Body and Blood of Jesus.
In addition to asking Catholics what they believe about
the Eucharist, the new survey also included a question
that tested whether Catholics know what the Church
teaches on the matter. Most Catholics who believe that
the bread and wine are symbolic do not know that the
Church holds that transubstantiation occurs. Overall 43%
of Catholics believe that the bread and wine are symbolic
and also that this reflects the position of the Church. At
the same time, one-in-five Catholics (22%) reject the
idea of transubstantiation, even though they know about
the Church’s teaching.
The vast majority of those who believe that the bread and
wine actually become the Body and Blood of Christ, 28%,
do know this is what the Church teaches. A small number (3%) profess belief in the real presence of Christ
despite not knowing the Church’s teaching on transubstantiation.
About six-in-ten of the most observant Catholics, those
who attend Mass at least once a week, accept the Church’s
CRONK’S CORNER, continued on page 3.
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SCRIPTURE
READINGS

SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES

SATURDAY
August 24

John Hartwig
Req. by Dee Whiting

Rv 21:9b-14
Jn 1:45-51

11am Funeral: Robert Nightingale
2:30pm Baptism: Grace Murphy
4pm Reconciliation
5pm Mass

SUNDAY
August 25

9am Salima Ankawi
Req. by Suad Husaynu

Is 66:18-21
Heb 12:5-7, 11-13
Lk 13:22-30

9am Mass
11am Mass

11am Anna Kulik
Req. by the Matthews family

MONDAY
August 26

Wladyslaw Kulik
Req. by the Matthews family

1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10
Mt 23:13-22

9am Mass

TUESDAY
August 27

People of St. Owen.

1 Thes 2:1-8
Mt 23:23-26

9am Mass
10am Christian Service Commission
meeting-Conference Room

WEDNESDAY
August 28

1 Thes 2:9-13
Mt 23:27-32

9am Communion Service
9:30am Knit/Crochet
10am Sharing with a Family meeting-Center

THURSDAY
August 29

1 Thes 3:7-13
Mk 6:17-29

7:30pm AA meeting

FRIDAY
August 30

Faithful departed of St. Owen.

1 Thes 4:1-8
Mt 25:1-13

9am Mass

SATURDAY
August 31

Pastors of St. Owen, living and
deceased.

1 Thes 4:9-11
Mt 25:14-30

4pm Reconciliation
5pm Mass

SUNDAY
September 1

9am Robert Nightingale
Req. by St. Owen parishioners

Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29
Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a
Lk 14:1, 7-14

9am Mass
11am Mass

11am College students returning to
school, especially St. Owen college
freshmen.

MONDAY
September 2
Labor Day

All workers especially those tasked
1 Thes 4:13-18
with physical labor in the fields, mines Lk 4:16-30
and factories.

Holiday
10am Mass
Office closed

Note: Daily Mass at 10am.
ST. OWEN CATHOLIC CHURCH

6869 Franklin Road ♦ Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 ♦ www.stowen.org
Phone: 248-626-0840
Web address: www.stowen.org
Deacon Mike Von Ende
Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor
248-855-1941 (home)
248-626-0840 Ext. 1
deaconmike@stowen.org
jcronk@stowen.org
Parish Office
248-626-0840
Office Admin, Judy Moenck
Ext. 6
parishoffice@stowen.org
Business Manager, Eva Ashor
Ext. 3
eashor@stowen.org
Youth Ministry, Mary Mills
Ext. 5
248-932-5919 (home) ♦ stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com
Music Minister, Bradley Lieto
Ext. 4
lietoba@gmail.com

Parish Center ___________________________
Religious Formation (PreK-8 and RCIA)
Jarrod Dillon
626-2300
dre@stowen.org
Christian Service
Karen Heuer
626-2320
karen.heuer@stowen.org
Parish Maintenance
Alex Brown
626-2458

Mass Schedule
Sunday
Weekday Mass M-T-F
Communion Service W
Saturday
Holy Day

9am and 11am
9am
9am
5pm
9am and 7pm

***************
Reconciliation
Saturday

4pm-4:30pm
***************

Driving directions and Mass times:
248-626-0840 Ext. 7
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CRONK’S CORNER, continued from page 1
teaching about transubstantiation. Still, even among this
most devout group of Catholics, roughly one-third (37%)
don’t believe that the Communion bread and wine actually
become the Body and Blood of Christ. This includes 23%
who don’t know the Church’s teaching and 14% who
know the Church’s teaching but just don’t believe it.
Among Catholics who do not attend Mass weekly, large
majorities say they believe the bread and wine are
symbolic and do not actually become the Body and
Blood of Jesus.
The survey also finds that belief in the real presence in
the Eucharist is most common among older Catholics,
though majorities in every age group (including 61% of

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

those 60 years of age and over) believe that the bread and
wine are symbols, not the actual presence of Jesus Christ.
Confused? Depressed? Indifferent?
See my article in the June 23 edition of the bulletin, issued
on the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ. It approaches
the subject of transubstantiation. This word is applied to the
mystery of the real presence of Christ. It is not a word that
is used for anything else on earth.

Padre

CHRISTIAN SERVICE
“Strive to enter through the narrow gate.”

Karen Heuer
Director of Christian Service
248-626-2320
karen.heuer@stowen.org

In today’s Gospel Jesus is asked a question while teaching. Jesus is
asked, “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” Jesus seems to answer
in an indirect way when he says “Strive to enter through the narrow
gate.” We should heed the Master’s voice and follow the straight and narrow path that leads to the narrow gate by listening
for our “Master’s voice,” and doing what he asks us to do. We have to do this to get through that narrow gate. The Gospel
points out an uncomfortable truth that even some people who ate and drank with Jesus, who knew him quite well, will be
locked out. Translate that to our lives in 2019. Even some of us who eat and drink at the table of the Lord each weekend
may, too, be locked out. We can’t just passively live a faith that demands much more from us. We all have opportunities to
make a difference.
Opportunity knocks when we are asked to help the less fortunate, the lonely or the sick. Where are we in this story? When
we respond and answer the knock, we have to put others before ourselves, like Jesus did. Can we be found among the poor
and the vulnerable? That is the narrow path that leads to the narrow gate. We have to have faith in Christ and courage in ourselves to step out in the service of others. This means feeling uncomfortable at times. This leads to spiritual growth. We have
choices in our lives. We get those knocks on our door, and the choice about what to do when that happens. Our choices can
either keep us on the path, help to get us back to the path, or lead us astray from the path that leads to the narrow gate. In
moral living, the narrow gate is the most direct route to where we’re going. The narrow door leads to salvation where we
will find people from every race and nation. We will see people we never expected to see. Will you be there or will you be
locked out?

Mark your calendars: Our fall calendar for the Christian Service Commission begins with our 20192020 planning meeting this week.
Tuesday, August 27
10:00 a.m.
Conference Room
Learn about our plans for the upcoming year! Share your new ideas! Volunteer! All are welcome. Under
the umbrella of Christian Service, there is a ministry for almost everyone. We are refreshed and
recharged from our summer break and ready to begin again. We invite all of you to share your ideas
and your talents with us to enable our parish to grow in our concern for the needs of others and to live
more fully the message of the Gospel.
If you cannot attend but are interested and want to stay connected and would like to be on the e-mail
list for notification of service projects looking for volunteers, please contact me and leave your e-mail
address and contact info. You will receive information on upcoming projects and how you can help.
CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued on next page.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued from previous page.
Life Saving Petition Signing Today
After all Masses this weekend, our parish will be participating in a petition drive to End Dismemberment Abortions. In
2018, nearly 2,000 dismemberment abortions were performed in Michigan. This brutal procedure dismembers a living
unborn child, removing him or her from the womb limb by limb.
Your participation will only take a moment, but the benefit to unborn babies is without measure. Petitions will be available
to sign at the table in the church narthex. The process is simple, but instructions must be carefully followed to ensure that
your signature is validated and not rejected. If you are a registered Michigan voter, please take a moment to sign your name,
and legibly print your name, address and today’s date, (NOT your birthdate). (Do not use “ditto” marks under your spouse’s
address.) You may only sign once during this petition drive. Our church can get directly involved in this matter, because
this is an issue-oriented initiative, not political or partisan-oriented.
Thousands of Michigan voters, organized by the Michigan Values Life Committee and Right to Life of Michigan, are now
seeking to ban this procedure through what’s referred to as a Citizen’s Initiative. The Michigan Constitution allows for the
people of the state to sponsor legislation through this type of petition. To succeed, it will need approximately 350,000 valid
signatures from registered Michigan voters. Once the signatures are verified, the petition only needs majority support in the
State House and Senate to become law and does not require the governor’s signature. This is important as our current governor
Gretchen Whitmer has never supported restrictions on abortion and recently promised to veto pro-life legislation. Michigan
Catholic Conference (MCC) strongly encourages Catholics and parishes to participate in this effort to end dismemberment
abortion. Please take a moment to take a stand for LIFE. Thank you!
We’ve had a lot of activity at our food pantry in the
last week because the parish center building was
closed for several weeks for summer maintenance
and reopened this week. Those that stop by are very
appreciative of the assistance generously offered by
parishioners! THANK YOU!
Current pantry needs: laundry detergent, dish detergent, small boxes of film wrap (like Saran wrap), vegetable oil, raspberry jelly, instant pudding, cream of chicken soup, tomato sauce and canned chili.
God bless,
Karen Heuer
248-626-2320
karen.heuer@stowen.org

Sandra Brooslin (August 2019)
Mark Crawford (August 2019)
Brad Boivin (August 2019)
Jennifer Roma (July 2019)
Elizabeth Ebisawa (July 2019)
Polly Brennan (July 2019)
Rosie Rohlman (May 2019)
Olivia Leigh (May 2019)
Norma Tioran (May 2019)
Walter Falby (April 2019)
Anne Bouch (Mar 2019)
Bayani Domingo (Mar 2019)
Fred Hillard (Feb 2019)
Jim Holden (Feb 2019)
Donna Kelly (Sept 2018)
Joann Holden (Aug 2018)
John Kevin Drumm (July 2018)

Sawyer Ziegelman (June 2018)
Ray Winke (June 2018)
Kenneth Roy (April 2017)
Raymond Krisan (July 2017)
Joe Kirwin (Dec 2017)
Nancy Fearon (Dec 2017)
Mark Trafeli (Nov 2017)
Fr. Tim Babcock (Sept 2017)
Lilian Calati (Feb 2015)
Harry Samuel (April 2015)
Will Dreisig (Sept 2015)
Randy Sax (Sept 2015)
Colleen Appel (June 2014)
Sandra Saunders (Sept 2012)
Joseph Varion (Nov 2012)
Armed Forces & Veterans
First Responders

Prayer List:
Call Judy at 248-626-0840 with
changes and additions to this list.
************
St. Owen Prayer Line:
In need of prayer or special
intention?
Call: Elaine 248-593-0372 (H)
Or 248-825-7387 (C)
Or Rita Lou 248-851-0595.
If you have a special intention
which you’d prefer remain
confidential, may we suggest you
request prayers from the
Prayer Line ministry.

Date placed on this list is in ( ).
Updates appreciated.
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS

ST. OWEN YOUTH GROUP
What is it?
A group of teens who meet regularly throughout the school year and participate in social activities (such as laser tag, skiing,
Christmas party, road rally), educational meetings, (held monthly), service activities (Haunted House for Halloween Party,
SOS at St. Owen, weeklong summer mission trip), and spiritual events (monthly liturgies, retreat, mission trip).

Who belongs?
Forty to 50 teens in 9th through 12th grades from a dozen different high schools! We generally have students from Bloomfield
Hills High School, Brother Rice, Cranbrook, St. Mary’s of Orchard Lake, Groves, Seaholm, International Academy, Marion,
Mercy, Catholic Central, Roeper. Your school not listed? Join us!

Why do they join?
The teens join to have fun with their friends during their busy weeks, make new friends, perform service activities, share,
discuss, learn about their feelings and ideas, grow in their faith and be God’s hands and feet.

Where & when do we meet?
St. Owen Teen Room,

1st

Sunday of every month, 7-9pm. A calendar of events is established at the beginning of the school
year and made available to all interested teens and parents.

Questions?
Call Mrs. Mills at
248-932-5919.
St. Owen Youth Group Director

Calendar
September 3
Parent/Teen Kick-Off Meeting
7PM, Teen Room

Mary Mills
Director of Youth Group
248-932-5919
stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com
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MUSIC MINISTRY
Bradley Lieto
Music Director
248-626-0840
lietoba@gmail.com

My dear friends,
As we move quickly into a new school year, I have a great
deal of information to share so please bear with me. As I
mentioned last week, I have chosen to accept some other
work in addition to my ministry here at St. Owen. I am
beginning a professorship (in voice) at Madonna. I would
like to state that it is my hope and intention that this will not
affect my work here so much. I plan to be able and available to accomplish all facets of my position here, including
growing a bigger program that provides us a rich experience
of faith through song. It has meant a great deal of new
planning and I am working to be ahead even before the
ensembles return in a few weeks. Again, I have no intention
of leaving St. Owen at this time and have put together what
I think will be a fantastic year for us here at the parish.
First, most of our liturgy ensembles will return to rehearsals
the Wednesday after Labor Day, September 4th. The Handbell Carillon as well as the "adult" chorale rehearse on
Wednesday evenings (Carillon from 6pm-7:30ish) and
Chorale from 7pm-9pm. I do have some plans for new
ventures within the programs but I will explain more about
that as we get into the season. These ensembles are open to
anyone of confirmation age or older. All are welcome. You
don't have to know how to do anything musical; you just
have to be willing to learn and be available :).
Next, our children's chorale will begin on Wednesday,
September 11th at their usually scheduled time of 5pm.
Mrs. McKenna will be directing and I am assisting with
some new activities this year. (Spoiler alert: children's hand
chimes may be in the works.)
Our teen ensemble will resume in a few weeks as well. If
there are any teens who would like to be involved in music
ministry in our parish, just contact the office leaving a name
and phone number or email and I will get back to you. We
have rehearsed on Sundays in the past but can explore other
times if those interested aren't available then.
I have been planning a lot since the choirs have been away.
While I have many more plans for our program here at the
parish, I will be running them by our various ministries before I announce what the new plans are. Lots to be excited
about and a great deal of beautiful music being planned and
created :).
Finally, I'll share somewhat of a large change. Last season, I
joined the Madrigal Chorale of Southfield. No, I am not
directing. It's one of those endeavors that I just get to sing
and be a part of it :). Anyhow, St. Owen Music Ministry is
working in conjunction with the Madrigal Chorale this year
on some concerts and it seems we are serving as their new
rehearsal site. Madrigal Chorale will be joining us at different times of the year for concerts as well as education
within our own music ministry. That makes them the large
ensemble on campus. Composed of 50 or so voices, they
rehearse on Tuesdays from 7pm-9pm and are always look-

ing for new members. If you would like to join, auditions
are on Tuesday, September 3rd. I've attached their bio here
in case you are interested.
Madrigal Chorale
Described as “one of metro Detroit’s artistic
jewels,” Madrigal Chorale has a rich history of
choral performance and community service dating
back to the beginning of the 20th century. In
addition to an annual, full concert season in
Michigan, Madrigal Chorale’s accomplishments
include performances under the baton of worldrenowned conductors and appearances in venues
across North America, including the White House
and National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., Old
North Church in Boston and Carnegie Hall in
New York City. Madrigal Chorale has performed
internationally in England, Wales, Italy, Austria
and France and has also been featured at local and
national music conferences for the Michigan
Schools Vocal Music Association and American
Choral Directors Association. Alongside its dedication to excellence in choral music, Madrigal
Chorale commits itself to give back to the
community. It sponsors a scholarship competition
which gives thousands of dollars each year to
promising high school vocal music programs.
Additionally, Madrigal Chorale has performed
benefit concerts for many non-profit organizations
in the Detroit area. For more information, please
visit Madrigal Chorale’s website at
www.madrigalchorale.org.
So much more to say but this is too long as it is. To be
continued.
Until then - Peace - B

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTION REPORT
Week of August 18:
August 11:
August 4:
July 28:

$
$
$
$

7,409
9,166
9,338
6,484

Sign up on the St. Owen website: www.stowen.org.
For more information or assistance,
contact Eva Ashor: 248-626-0840.
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We express our deepest sympathy to the family and
friends of
Robert Nightingale
Buried from St. Owen on Saturday, August 24

May Robert and all the faithful departed realize
the promise of eternal life. May he be welcomed home
by the Lord our God.

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS INTENTIONS: At each Mass we

celebrate, one special intention is offered. We are
scheduling for the remainder of 2019 and
throughout 2020. AOD’s suggested donation is
$10. Stop in the parish office or call us to reserve
a Mass intention. 248-626-0840. We have a
selection of cards for occasions to express your
sympathy or intention and communicate that a
Mass will be offered.

ST. OWEN IS RECRUITING.
WE WANT YOU!
Serving during Mass is a privilege. Please consider serving during liturgy in one of the following ministries:
Ministers of Hospitality (aka: Ushers): Serve every other month at one Mass per weekend. Ushers know their schedule
months (years) in advance. Simply arrive 10 minutes before Mass; wrap up 10 minutes after Mass.
COORDINATOR: David Horton 248-760-0664 or dhorton10742@att.net
Lectors: Proclaim the scripture during Mass. Lectors are scheduled to read approximately once per month. The coordinator
accommodates your availability. The schedule is determined in two month increments. Every lector receives a “workbook”
which includes all readings and a pronunciation guide.
COORDINATOR: Kathy Murphy 248-851-1898 or kmurph1125@aol.com
Eucharistic Ministers: Serve as an Extraordinary Minister of bread or wine. Assist the priest in distributing the Body and
Blood of Christ during Communion. You determine how frequently you serve and at which Masses. Five to seven EMs are
needed for each Mass.
COORDINATOR: Father Cronk 248-626-0840 or jcronk@stowen.org
Altar Servers: Young people in 4th grade and above assist the priest throughout the Mass. Servers are scheduled to serve
approximately once per month. The coordinator accommodates your availability (and family travel plans). Schedule is determined in two month increments. Boys and girls are invited to join this ministry.
COORDINATOR: Stacie Angel 248-219-8452 or stacie.angel@berkleyschools.org
Training is provided. Classes or individual sessions this fall.
Call the Ministry Coordinator or parish office at 248-626-0840.
Operators standing by to handle a high volume of callers.

Liturgical Minister Schedule
August 31-September 1, 2019

Will you be away Labor Day weekend?
Want to locate a Mass to attend on
August 31st or September 1st?
Go to masstimes.org.
Enter the zip code of the area you are visiting for Mass times by day, time or proximity.

*Substitute may replace a scheduled minister after publication.

Ushers: B

Altar Servers*

Lectors*

Pia Zammit
Julian Zammit

Joe Pero

Maggie Hilliard

Marilynn Leedom

Sophia Acuna
Maggie Wehler

Susan Chambers

Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday
11:00 a.m.

Largest Selection of Liquor and Wine in the State
Delivery Available

734.522.4400

13971 Middlebelt Rd., Livonia
www.winepalace.net
cliff and kelly denha, owner s

FRANKLIN AUTO
SERVICE Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated • Since 1965
brakes • exhaust • tires • steering • shocks
32725 Franklin Road • Franklin

248-626-2080

www.FranklinAutoService.com

10% OFF • MILITARY DISCOUNTS

St. Owen Church

stowen.weshareonline.org

4-G-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0752

LYNCH & SONS Funeral Directors
1368 North Crooks Road (one block south of Maple)
Brigid G. Lynch Parishioner Bereavement Counselor

248-435-0660

Open: 7AM-4PM - 7 Days a Week
33703 Woodward at 14 1/2 Mile Road

642-5775

A Great Experience Of Family Togetherness

www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com

HOFFMAN

lawn sprinkler
systems
248.652.2333

ROCHESTER HILLS, MI

PROTECT THE
THINGS YOU
CHERISH THE MOST
 Call to see if you can save
 Call for a Farmers Friendly Review®
 Evening appointments

Kristine Hartley
Your Local Agent
6421 INKSTER RD STE 108, BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48301

FREE DESSERT

KHARTLEY@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/khartley

WITH ENTREE PURCHASE.
EXPIRES 09/30/19

Call 248.847.3167 today!
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

248.949.9999
6608 Telegraph Rd.,
Bloomfield Twp
zaojunnewasian.com

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for
details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated
insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers
are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.

www.AJDesmond.com
2600 Crooks Road (Between Maple & Big Beaver) • 248-362-2500

Vasu, Rodgers & Connell Chapel
32515 Woodward (4 Blocks S. of 14 mile)

248-549-0500

Price Chapel

3725 Rochester (Between Wattles & Big Beaver)

248-689-0700

Contact Terry Sweeney to place an ad today!
tsweeney@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6407

Josette Charboneau, REALTOR®
DESIGNATED SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

CELL: 248-882-3686
EMAIL: josette.charboneau@gmail.com
Parishioner

4130 Telegraph Rd., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

THIS SPACE IS

LICENSED & INSURED
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service

248-542-8022

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren • 313-278-0380
25685 W. 10 Mile Rd • 248-356-7625
www.monuments1947.com

4-G-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0752

