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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Bloomfield Hills, MI
248-626-0840
www.stowen.org

CRONK’S CORNER

S

eptember has rolled around on the calendar and that
means all sorts of things to different people. For kids,
it’s time to get back to school; for many families it means
an end to travel and summer fun. Vacations are over for the
time being so it’s a good time to get caught up on things
that may have been neglected; to put the nose to the grindstone, as it were and be sure one’s ducks are in order. In
other words, here at the parish, it’s time for everyone to
take a good look at your Offertory giving and ask if you
might have let things slide during the summer. A lot of
parishioners, and not just here at St. Owen, tend to forget
that a smoothly running parish needs financial support all
through the year. But when you’re off, enjoying a place up
north or some exotic place you’ve always wanted to visit,
bills keep coming to our door. Funny how that works. And
whether or not you personally are here each and every Sunday,
we don’t shut down just because the congregations are on
the thin side. We offer God our worship, our gratitude, our
love in every Eucharist, every Sunday.
If you are a kind and generous person, you probably support
your “vacation” parish, and that is the good and right thing
to do. However, that’s one of the reasons I mention in this
column from time to time, that a good guide for parish giving
would include an overall goal or amount that you intend to
give to St. Owen through the course of the year. And while
you should give serious thought to what that amount comes
to on a weekly basis, it isn’t crucial that you give every
week, as long as the net result is that predetermined amount.
It can be spread over 25 weeks; it can be given monthly or
even once a year, but the amount should be a fixed goal.
When you reach that goal, you may keep on giving or you
may stop, knowing that you fulfilled your “pledge.” I like to
give once a year, at Christmas because the Archdiocesan
regulations allow a parish to keep 100% of the Christmas
collection. Normal parish income is subject to a 7% tax
from our friends in the Chancery. Christmas is exempt.
That’s good news for us.

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor
with Joey

But no matter when your contributions come in, they are
welcome and deeply appreciated. We always run short
during the summer, and as your pastor, in union with the
Finance Committee, hope for an uptick as we get into the
fall months. That would be now, September, when we get
back to business as usual. The collections since the beginning
of the fiscal year, July 1, have been weak but not a total
disaster. Those of you who use the electronic giving method
have really made the difference, so what looks like disastrous amounts through the envelope program have been
supported by better than expected e-giving.
So, a simple plea: set a goal if you haven’t yet; stick to that
goal and give until you arrive at the set amount. And consider
tithing: offering 5% of your household income to the parish
and 5% to other charities, including the CSA.
Financially we are running a bit short this fiscal year. We
have never been a parish with money to burn but a bit more of
a comfort level would be most welcome. And it will be to
our advantage in the long run as the priest shortage increases
and the bills, well, they just keep rolling in.
Padre

Next Sunday, 11am Mass:
Catechist Blessing
All Catechists invited to attend.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. OWEN
LITURGICAL
MASS INTENTIONS
COLOR: Green

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES

SATURDAY
September 7

Fr. Cliff Ruskowski

Col 1:21-23
Lk 6:1-5

4pm Reconciliation
5pm Mass

SUNDAY
September 8

9am Agoby Ankawi
Req. by Suad Husaynu

Wis 9:13-18b
Phlm 9-10, 12-17
Lk 14:25-33

9am Mass
11am Mass

11am Robert Nightingale
Req. by Joe and Peggy Pero

.

MONDAY
September 9

Sr. Susanne Hofweber

Col 1:24-2:3
Lk 6:6-11

9am Mass

TUESDAY
September 10

Terry Sexton
Req. by family

Col 2:6-15
Lk 6:12-19

9am Mass
6pm Madrigal Chorale Rehearsal
6:30pm Situation Training for UshersCenter (with Township Police)

Col 3:1-11
Lk 6:20-26

9am Communion Service
9:30am Knit/Crochet: Conference Room
5pm Children’s Rehearsal
6pm Handbell Carillon Rehearsal
6pm Joy of the Lord-Center
7pm Adult Chorale Rehearsal

Col 3:12-17
Lk 6:27-38

7:30pm AA meeting: Center

WEDNESDAY
September 11
Patriot Day
THURSDAY
September 12
FRIDAY
September 13

Barbara Ann Seichter
Req. by her family

1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14
Lk 6:39-42

9am Mass

SATURDAY
September 14

John Hartwig
Patrick and Denise Martin

Nm 21:4b-9
Phil 2:6-11
Jn 3:13-17

National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Babies

SUNDAY
September 15

9am Jeanne Kilrain
Req. by Patty Khan

Ex 32:7-11, 13-14
1 Tm 1:12-17
Lk 15:1-32

9am Mass
11am Mass with Catechist Blessing
12pm Baptism: B. Mulcahy
5:40pm Eucharistic Minister training for
YG teens-Church
6:15pm YG Laser Tag departure time

Catechetical Sunday

11am John Hartwig
Req. by Joe and Peggy Pero

ST. OWEN CATHOLIC CHURCH

6869 Franklin Road ♦ Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 ♦ www.stowen.org
Phone: 248-626-0840
Web address: www.stowen.org
Deacon Mike Von Ende
Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor
248-855-1941 (home)
248-626-0840 Ext. 1
deaconmike@stowen.org
jcronk@stowen.org
Parish Office
248-626-0840
Office Admin, Judy Moenck
Ext. 6
parishoffice@stowen.org
Business Manager, Eva Ashor
Ext. 3
eashor@stowen.org
Youth Ministry, Mary Mills
Ext. 5
248-932-5919 (home) ♦ stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com
Music Minister, Bradley Lieto
Ext. 4
lietoba@gmail.com

Parish Center ___________________________
Religious Formation (PreK-8 and RCIA)
Jarrod Dillon
626-2300
dre@stowen.org
Christian Service
Karen Heuer
626-2320
karen.heuer@stowen.org
Parish Maintenance
Alex Brown
626-2458

4pm Reconciliation
5pm Mass

Mass Schedule
Sunday
Weekday Mass M-T-F
Communion Service W
Saturday
Holy Day
Holiday
Reconciliation
Saturday

9am and 11am
9am
9am
5pm
9am and 7pm
10am

***************
4pm-4:30pm

***************

Driving directions and Mass times:
248-626-0840 Ext. 7
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS
Mary Mills
Director of Youth Group
248-932-5919
stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com

The St. Owen Youth Group mission is to be a community that is open,
loving and respectful providing a supportive environment where teens
can grow with each other in their faith and have a positive influence on
our community through our actions.
Through the education meetings, social events, Christian
service and spiritual sessions we will follow the guidelines
of R-E-S-P-E-C-T.

R-reach out
E-example
S-supporting one another
P-power of prayer
E-excellence
C-care and commitment
T-trust

SEPTEMBER 15 Laser Tag, Permission slip r equir ed.
DUE BEFORE EVENT.
OCTOBER 6

Liturgy @11am Mass, need ushers & EMs
Cider and donuts sponsored by the teens.
Each teen to bring a box of donut holes
at 9am to parish center.
Education Meeting, Teen Room, 7pm.

OCTOBER 25

Haunted house set-up.

OCTOBER 26

Haunted house.

YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISING
Support the Youth Group

with your

Kroger Plus Card

1. Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com.
2. Create an account to register your Kroger card.
3. Enroll in the Rewards Program: click on Michigan
4. Select Youth Group’s assigned number NI814.

Brother Rice High School is a Catholic College Preparatory School
for young men inspired by the Essential Elements of the Christian
Brothers.
Brother Rice High School is hosting an Admissions Information Night on Wednesday, September 18, 6pm-8pm for 7th and
8th grade students and their parents. For more information, please visit brrice.edu/infonight or the Enrollment Office at
enrollment@brrice.edu or 248-833-2020.
Mark your calendar! The Fall Open House for students in 5th – 8th grade will be Thursday, October 24, 6pm-8pm. For more
information, please visit brrice.edu/openhouse.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE

Karen Heuer
In the challenging Gospel from St. Luke this weekend, our Lord tells
Director of Christian Service
us that before we can come to Him we must “hate” our father and
248-626-2320
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters and even our own life.
karen.heuer@stowen.org
If we cannot do this, we cannot be his disciple. Pretty harsh stuff! Can
we embrace these hard sayings? Nice-guy Jesus inhabits our religious
imagination, always kind and merciful. This smiling Lord always looks for lost sheep and welcomes prodigal kids home. He
banishes fevers and heals and wipes away tears. It can be a jarring wake-up call to encounter the gospel Jesus, who does all
those things but also says we have to give up everything to be his followers. Can’t we negotiate here? Does “all” really mean
all? A very few will take this saying literally. The vast majority of us spend our lives seeking a comfortable compromise.
Place God first in our lives. Jesus is asking for ultimate loyalty, not personal poverty. We have to love him above all things,
and this is an appropriate demand because he is the Lord. Does he have your heart?

Place God ﬁrst in our lives.





***************
Does he have your heart? 

Welcome back. September has arrived,
school is back in session and people have
returned from their summer travels. The
group gathering for coffee and goodies
after daily Mass has swelled considerably.
This is an open invitation to anyone attending daily Mass to
stop on by the parish center following Mass and enjoy a
free cup of coffee or tea and fellowship with others.
This time of year when the Franklin Cider Mill re-opens for
business; when we begin to settle into a more routine way
of life, offers me a chance to highlight the many ways St.
Owen helps to transform lives through our service and outreach to others. I am continually amazed when I hear people
tell me that even though they may have belonged to the
parish for years, they had no idea of the myriad of services
we offer and how many people’s lives we touch - all due to
the generosity of our parishioners.
The St. Owen Food Pantry is a prime example. It is located
in a small room in the parish center. We have had a pantry
for many years but new steel shelving was added a number
of years ago and this allowed much better use of the space.
Many of the clients are repeat clients who stop by when
they are in need. Others find us through resource lists which
indicate organizations that have a food pantry on site. With
all the food that is donated to the food baskets in church
every week, we sort it and stock the pantry, then make it
available to those in need. Thank you for your continuous
support of this direct help to those in need.
Food Pantry Current Needs:
Hamburger Helper, Ritz crackers,
jelly and liquid hand soap.

RESPONDING TO THE CALL OF CHRIST:
Petition Signing
Recently, our parish participated in a petition drive to End
Dismemberment Abortions. Unfortunately, because of a
high level of interest, we ran out of petitions to sign. I have
now received additional petitions and will make them
available on the tables in the church narthex. If you are a
registered Michigan voter and have not already signed this
petition, please stop by the table before or after Mass and
follow the careful instructions to sign. It only takes about
one minute to sign. Thank you to all those who stood for
LIFE and did sign the petition!
In 2018, almost 2,000 dismemberment abortions were
performed in Michigan. This brutal procedure dismembers
a living unborn child, removing him or her from the womb
limb by limb. Thousands of Michigan voters, organized by
the Michigan Values Life Committee and Right to Life of
Michigan, are now seeking to ban this procedure. Michigan
Catholic Conference (MCC) strongly encourages Catholics
and parishes to participate in this effort to end dismemberment abortion.
National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Babies
Saturday, September 14, 2019
Let us Honor the Abandoned Victims of Abortion.
There will be memorial services at the very grave sites of
un-born children killed by abortion here in Michigan.
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Southfield 2pm
Assumption Grotto Parish Cemetery, Detroit 1pm
White Chapel Cemetery, Troy 1pm
CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued on next page.
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RELIGIOUS FORMATION

CATECHISTS NEEDED

We are in need of a 2nd and
8th grade catechist on Sunday
mornings at 10am. If you are
interested in helping, please
contact Jarrod.

Step 1: Visit www.stowen.org.
Step 2: Click on this icon.

Jarrod Dillon
Director of Religious Education
248-626-2300
dre@stowen.org

RCIA
Are you interested in learning
more about Catholicism? Have
you ever thought about joining
the Catholic Church? Please
consider joining us on Sundays
at 12:15pm starting October 6th. To sign up for the
classes, please call Jarrod at 248-626-2300.

NEW FALL PROGRAM: Adult Faith Formation
We are offering a six week adult faith formation opportunity starting October 7th. Topic: The Second
Vatican Council. Each week we will read selections from the documents followed by discussion.
The program will be held on two different days:
Mondays, 5:30pm-7:00pm. (Starts October 7th).
Thursdays, 9:00am-10:30am. (Starts October 10th).
To register, please send an email to Jarrod at dre@stowen.org.

Check out the online
calendar for the
complete schedule
of meeting dates.

CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued from previous page.
Yarn donations needed for KNITTING/CROCHETING MINISTRY:
Do you enjoy knitting or crocheting and fellowship? Please join our informal Nimble Fingers
Ministry that meets every Wednesday from 9:30am –12 noon in the conference room of the
parish center. There is no commitment. It is just drop-in as your schedule permits. We knit and
crochet hats, scarves and blankets for those in need and also work on our own personal projects.
We have yarn to share if you would like to help knit items for the poor, and we accept donations
of yarn as well, particularly those in deeper fall colors. Thank you!
World Medical Relief:
Thank you to those who have donated medicine, walkers, canes, shower seats and medical
supplies. If you have any items to donate to WMR, please bring them to the church or parish
center by Friday, September 27. I will be delivering a carload of items to World Medical Relief
at their warehouse in Southfield so they can distribute to those in need for local and international
programs. World Medical Relief also operates a pharmacy. They will accept prescription medicines at least six months before the expiration date including samples from your physician that
are not expired. The bottles must be sealed or pills in blister packs. They do not accept medications that require refrigeration
or controlled substances. If you have unused medication or other medical supplies that you would like to donate, please
contact me or label it “Christian Service” and drop off in the church narthex. Thank you for your support!
God bless,
Karen Heuer
248-626-2320
karen.heuer@stowen.org
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Registration is now open for Religious Formation classes. If you have a school age child and would like to
register them, please go to our website: www.stowen.org or you may submit the following form.
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Happy Grandparents Day
Sunday, September 8, 2019

Prayer for Grandparents

Heavenly Father, may saints Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of your Son Jesus, be an everlasting
model for grandparents. Your wisdom and word are eternal, meant for all generations. Help grandparents, we pray, as they pass on the rich traditions of the faith to their beloved family members,
especially their grandchildren. We are all your children. Help us to know you better each day,
ultimately leading us, with our family members into eternal life with you.
AMEN

Remembering….
This week the U.S. celebrates
Patriot Day, also known as
9/11. The annual observance
commemorates those who
were killed or injured during the
terrorist attack on the United
States in 2001. It is not a public holiday. It is not a day to go
shopping or sleep in as we do
on public holidays. It is more
akin to a “holy” day. More
appropriately it can be a day of
prayer and remembrance for
those who died and for their
families. Or it can be a day of
prayer for peace on our earth,
reconciliation among peoples,
and hope in God.
Elaine Rendler-McQueeney
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Theology on Tap

Friendship with Jesus in the Eucharist
Speaker: Fr. Charlie Fox
Tuesday, September 17, 7pm-8:30pm
54 West, 54 W 14 Mile Rd, Clawson, MI 48017
https://www.facebook.com/events/833603060374444/

Detroit Catholic Young Adults: Ages 18-35
In this Theology on Tap, Fr. Charlie Fox, professor of Homiletics and Sacramental Theology at Sacred Heart
Major Seminary, will examine many core, essential elements of the Church's teaching about the Sacrament
of the Holy Eucharist. He will focus on what that teaching means for our friendship with Christ and how we
share the gift of this friendship with others. We will also consider together how Jesus in the Eucharist helps
us to know and live our vocations, the specific missions God desires to entrust to us. Bring your friends,
meet new faces, and enjoy food and drinks while we engage with the talk at 54 West in Clawson. Talk begins
at 7pm.
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4 THINGS

Every Catholic Parent should Strive to Make Sure
Their Children Know Before Leaving Home
As fall approaches, parents prepare themselves for their children going away to college or starting a new routine
that may involve a move away from home. OUR SUNDAY VISITOR shares this insight.
Unfortunately, babies don’t come with users’ manuals and the job of parenting doesn’t get performance reviews.
There is no single right way to be a parent, however, there are some ingredients that we all need to incorporate.
Here are four things that every Catholic parent should strive to make sure their children know before leaving
home. How you do these things, and how you incorporate them into your parenting, is where your own personality
and your children’s personalities come in.

1. You are loved.

It has been proven over and over that young adults who know beyond any doubt that their
parents love them are less likely to engage in risky behavior, including premarital sex, drugs
and alcohol. This doesn’t mean you will condone all their choices or bail them out of every
difficult situation but it does mean that in a changing world, your love will be a steadfast
constant they can rely upon.

2. Know your faith.

The “real world” is going to challenge our children’s Catholic beliefs. Catholics with a weak
knowledge of the teachings of the Church often fall victim to evangelization by other faiths,
or fall away from faith completely. Even if your children have had the best Catholic education, don’t assume they fully understand what they’ve been taught. Take time to discuss the
faith. Listen to your children and ask pointed questions.

3. The Church is your home.

Make sure your children know that they may be leaving your family home, but they never
have to leave their church home. When bouts of homesickness threaten as they probably
will, a nearby Catholic church and the Mass can be a touchstone of safety in what can feel
like an impersonal world.

4. Pray daily.

As important as friends are, friendship with God is even more important. Our children need
to understand that friendship with God requires time and energy. While it is true that God is
always there waiting for us and that God does, in fact, take the initiative to contact us, we
need to spend time every day in prayer in order to know and understand God’s will for our
lives.
Source: OUR SUNDAY VISITOR

May/June 2017, OSV.COM, ENGAGE, page 21.
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OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTION REPORT

Offertory contribution for week of September 1: $ 6,797
Elena McGowan (Sept 2019)
Doc Campbell (Sept 2019)
Sandra Brooslin (August 2019)
Mark Crawford (August 2019)
Brad Boivin (August 2019)
Jennifer Roma (July 2019)
Elizabeth Ebisawa (July 2019)
Polly Brennan (July 2019)
Rosie Rohlman (May 2019)
Olivia Leigh (May 2019)
Norma Tioran (May 2019)
Walter Falby (April 2019)
Anne Bouch (Mar 2019)
Bayani Domingo (Mar 2019)
Fred Hillard (Feb 2019)
Jim Holden (Feb 2019)
Donna Kelly (Sept 2018)
Joann Holden (Aug 2018)
John Kevin Drumm (July 2018)
Sawyer Ziegelman (June 2018)
Ray Winke (June 2018)
Kenneth Roy (April 2017)
Raymond Krisan (July 2017)
Joe Kirwin (Dec 2017)
Nancy Fearon (Dec 2017)
Mark Trafeli (Nov 2017)
Fr. Tim Babcock (Sept 2017)
Lilian Calati (Feb 2015)
Harry Samuel (April 2015)
Will Dreisig (Sept 2015)
Randy Sax (Sept 2015)
Colleen Appel (June 2014)
Sandra Saunders (Sept 2012)
Joseph Varion (Nov 2012)
Armed Forces & Veterans
First Responders
Missionaries

Fiscal year July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020
YTD Actual Contributed:
YTD Budgeted Contributions:
NEGATIVE Variance:

$105,383*
$109,750*
$ 4,367

*Includes WeShare online

Sign up on the St. Owen website: www.stowen.org.
For more information or assistance,
contact Eva Ashor: 248-626-0840.

St. Owen is ONLINE.
Website: www.stowen.org
or download the Mobile App

Date placed on this list is in ( ).
Updates appreciated.

Prayer List:
Call Judy at 248-626-0840 with
changes and additions to this list.
************
St. Owen Prayer Line:
In need of prayer or special
intention?
Call: Elaine 248-593-0372 (H)
Or 248-825-7387 (C)
Or Rita Lou 248-851-0595.
If you have a special intention
which you’d prefer remain
confidential, may we suggest you
request prayers from the
Prayer Line ministry.

Read our bulletin online:

Liturgical Minister Schedule
September 14-15, 2019

1) St. Owen website
www.stowen.org

*Substitute may replace a scheduled minister after publication.

2) St. Owen mobile APP

Ushers: A

3) www.parishesonline.com
**************
Never miss a bulletin!
Sign up for weekly bulletin
emailed to you at
www.parishesonline.com

Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday
11:00 a.m.

Altar Servers*

Lectors*

Isabelle Johnston
Pippa Dawson

Nida Samona
Patricia Plopa

Isabelle Morris

Tiziana Bailey
John Kelly

Julia, Marisa and
Kayla Nafso

Kathy DeRonne
Joe Pero

Largest Selection of Liquor and Wine in the State
Delivery Available

734.522.4400

13971 Middlebelt Rd., Livonia
www.winepalace.net
cliff and kelly denha, owner s

FRANKLIN AUTO
SERVICE Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated • Since 1965
brakes • exhaust • tires • steering • shocks
32725 Franklin Road • Franklin

248-626-2080

www.FranklinAutoService.com

10% OFF • MILITARY DISCOUNTS

St. Owen Church

stowen.weshareonline.org

4-G-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0752

LYNCH & SONS Funeral Directors
1368 North Crooks Road (one block south of Maple)
Brigid G. Lynch Parishioner Bereavement Counselor

248-435-0660

Open: 7AM-4PM - 7 Days a Week
33703 Woodward at 14 1/2 Mile Road

642-5775

A Great Experience Of Family Togetherness

www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com

HOFFMAN

lawn sprinkler
systems
248.652.2333

ROCHESTER HILLS, MI

FREE DESSERT

WITH ENTREE PURCHASE.
EXPIRES 10/31/19

248.949.9999
6608 Telegraph Rd.,
Bloomfield Twp
zaojunnewasian.com

www.AJDesmond.com
2600 Crooks Road (Between Maple & Big Beaver) • 248-362-2500

Vasu, Rodgers & Connell Chapel
32515 Woodward (4 Blocks S. of 14 mile)

248-549-0500

Price Chapel

3725 Rochester (Between Wattles & Big Beaver)

248-689-0700

Contact Terry Sweeney to place an ad today!
tsweeney@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6407

Josette Charboneau, REALTOR®
DESIGNATED SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

CELL: 248-882-3686
EMAIL: josette.charboneau@gmail.com
Parishioner

4130 Telegraph Rd., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

THIS SPACE IS

LICENSED & INSURED
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service

248-542-8022

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren • 313-278-0380
25685 W. 10 Mile Rd • 248-356-7625
www.monuments1947.com

4-G-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0752

