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faith, love of God and one another. We embrace Jesus by living His teachings 

and values and put our faith into action through service, tithing and outreach.  
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LITURGICAL  

COLOR: White 

 SCRIPTURE   

READINGS 

 

HOLY SATURDAY 

April 11 

 

Easter Vigil  

 

Gn 1:1—2:2  

Gn 22:1-18  

Ex 14:15—15:1 

Is 54:5-14 

Is 55:1-11 

Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4 

Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28 

Rom 6:3-11 

Mt 28:1-10 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 

April 12 

 

Resurrection  

of the Lord 

 

Acts 10:34a, 37-43 

Col 3:1-4 or  

     1 Cor 5:6b-8 

Jn 20:1-9 or  

     Mt 28:1-10 

 

MONDAY 

April 13 

 

Acts 2:14, 22-33 

Mt 28:8-15 

 

TUESDAY 

April 14 

 

Acts 2:36-41 

Jn 20:11-18 

 

WEDNESDAY 

April 15 

 

Acts 3:1-10 

Lk 24:13-35 

 

THURSDAY 

April 16 

 

Acts 3:11-26 

Lk 24:35-48 

 

FRIDAY  

April 17 

 

 

Acts 4:1-12 

Jn 21:1-14 

 

SATURDAY 

April 18 

 

 

 

Acts 4:13-21 

Mk 16:9-15 

 

SUNDAY 

April 19 

 

 

 

Acts 2:42-47 

1 Pt 1:3-9 

Jn 20:19-31 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

 

 

 

The St. Owen website and the Arch- 

diocese website offer a wide variety 

of excellent resources to enhance 

your observance of EASTER. Access 

all Blessed Sacrament Cathedral live 

streamed liturgies from the AOD 

website.  

EASTER MASSEASTER MASSEASTER MASSEASTER MASS    
LIVE STREAMED from BLESSED SACRAMENT CATHEDRAL 

with ARCHBISHOP VIGNERON 

 

EASTER VIGIL, Saturday, April 11: 9:00 p.m. 

Administering the Sacraments of Initiation to those in 

RCIA is postponed. The preparation and lighting of the 

fire as well as the procession into the church will be  

omitted. The Paschal Candle is prepared and lit; this is  

followed immediately by the Exsultet. The baptismal       

liturgy is truncated to include only the Renewal of       

Baptismal Promises.  

 

EASTER SUNDAY MASS, April 12: 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

Live streamed Masses from across the country are       

available via the internet. Search online for a time that 

works for you and your family. In addition, numerous 

Catholic Churches are recording their Easter Mass so you 

may “attend” at any time on Sunday.  

 

Fr. Cronk’s Easter message is available on the parish 

website. Fr. Cronk reflects on the Scripture readings that 

affirm that Jesus Christ is risen. HE has conquered death. 

  

Alleluia! Praise the Lord!Alleluia! Praise the Lord!Alleluia! Praise the Lord!Alleluia! Praise the Lord!    

Parish Center ___________________________                                       

Religious Formation (PreK-8 and RCIA) 

Jarrod Dillon 626-2300    

dre@stowen.org  

 

Christian Service  

Karen Heuer 626-2320 

karen.heuer@stowen.org 

   

 

Parish Maintenance  

Alex Brown                                             626-2458 

Parish Office                                           248-626-0840 

Office Admin, 

Judy Moenck 

 

Ext. 6

 

parishoffice@stowen.org 

 

Business Manager, 

Eva Ashor 

    

Ext. 3

 

eashor@stowen.org 

 

Youth Ministry, 

Mary Mills

  

Ext. 5 

248-932-5919 (home) ♦ stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com 

 

Music Minister, 

Bradley Lieto 

 

Ext. 4

 

lietoba@gmail.com 

ST. OWEN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

6869 Franklin Road ♦ Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 ♦ www.stowen.org 

Phone: 248-626-0840             Web address: www.stowen.org 

Deacon Mike Von Ende          

248-855-1941 (home) 

deaconmike@stowen.org 

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor 

248-626-0840     Ext. 1
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Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor                 

with Joey  

CRONK’S CORNER 

Happy Easter to parishioners and friends of St. Owen!  

   

Given the awful circumstances in which we find ourselves 

these days, that greeting might seem hollow and misplaced. I 

assure you it is not. How can any of us feel lest that joyful 

and filled with the music of a great Hosanna, Praise to the 

Lord. In his rising from the dead Jesus shows us the very 

heart of who he is and why he came into our world. He is 

God’s own Beloved Son, who by his death redeemed us, 

cleansed us and extended the miracle of his life into our 

souls. “O Death, where is your victory? O Death, where is 

your sting?” St. Paul challenges us to respond: “The sting of 

death is sin… Thanks be to God who gives us thee victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (I Cor 15:55-56) 

 

Nothing in the whole history of the world equals the importance 

of what the Christian world celebrates today. It is the reason 

for our joy. Usually when something goes missing, it’s cause 

for alarm or at least concern. Today, Easter Sunday, we     

remember with awe and wonder, how some women who 

were friends of Jesus were concerned about the hasty manner 

of his burial and came to the tomb early on Sunday 

morning to remedy the situation. They thought so 

highly of the man they had come to know as a 

compassionate, loving teacher filled with infinite 

wisdom. He seemed to carry the very spirit of holi-

ness in his being. His death may have seemed to 

end his life, but not even death could diminish 

their regard, reverence even, for this extraordinary 

person. It had been their privilege to be among his 

followers and now that he was gone, they wanted 

to be sure that his body was given all the proper care that 

could be given at such a time.   

 

They approached the tomb and saw that the large stone which 

had been used to seal the entrance had been rolled away. 

Then, peering into the tomb itself, they found…nothing. No 

sign of the body of Jesus! An angelic being, all splendid and 

shining like the sun, announced the Good News that changed 

the destiny of every one of us: “Do not be amazed. You seek 

Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. He has been raised; he is not 

here. Behold the place where they laid him.” 

 

Jesus had indeed been raised from the dead. Having obeyed 

his heavenly Father in every possible way, even embracing 

death, death on a cross, he was now to live forever at the   

Father’s right hand, Messiah and Lord, for all the world.   

 

Easter should cause us to pause in utter wonder and amaze-

ment. Not only that someone should rise from the dead, but 

that he should do so for us and for our salvation. The rising 

of Jesus proved beyond doubt that he was the Son of God, 

the long awaited Savior of the world. But his rising was not 

only to display his glory; it was the fulfillment of a promise 

which he made on the night of the Last Supper when he    

predicted a heavenly home for us all. Jesus spoke of the 

many dwellings in his Father’s house. 

 

Jesus clearly and profoundly expressed his purpose in dying 

and rising: it was so that you and I could be with him for all 

eternity. He made it possible. He wanted it to happen. He 

wants us to be with him in heaven. 

 

And that is why Easter is such a powerful, wonderful day. 

It’s why Sunday is the Lord’s Day, because Jesus sanctified 

the first day of the week by his rising. It’s why we Catholics 

come to the Eucharist each and every Sunday: to be reminded 

once more of the astonishing fact of Christ’s love for us. And 

today especially, Easter Sunday, we celebrate and rejoice. 

We sing out, “Alleluia! Praise the Lord” for his mighty 

works.   

 

All the members of the Staff of St. Owen Parish 

join with me in wishing you great joy and undying 

hope on this Day of days. May your Easter be a 

blessed one. May its spirit lift up your hearts and 

keep you always in God’s care.  

 

*****************  

 

And on a very serious note: financially friend, we are drowning. 

Please, please be generous in your Easter gift to the parish. 

Staff members are rightly worried about paychecks and 

layoffs. Should I be thinking about laying off personnel who 

have served you so faithfully and for so many years? Should 

they be worried? Who would I let go first?  

  

Brad? the newest member of the staff? Judy, the woman of 

incomparable ability? Eva our longtime and faithful Business 

Manager who gives me the good and the bad news but (thus 

far) has always paid the bills? Jarrod, our wise, intellectually 

gifted Religious Ed Director? Mary who leads our teens to 

deeper faith. Karen whose heart is if anything bigger than her 

huge outreach to the poor and needy. Or Alex, our maintenance 

person who has been like a brother in seeing to my needs and 

keeping this livable around here? 

 

Which one, my friends? Be generous on this Easter of trial 

and hope. But remember there is more than one way of 

knowing the passion. And more than one remedy, one of which 

is up to you.   

 

God bless and keep you safe. 

 

                                                      Padre 

“ Do not be 

amazed.”  
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The Paschal Mystery 

 

Today is Easter Sunday. It is the celebration of the resurrec-

tion of the Lord. Put another way, today we celebrate the 

Paschal mystery. Pascha is an anglicized version of the     

Hebrew word for Passover. At the Easter vigil, the Deacon 

sings that this is our Passover. Whereas the blood of the 

lamb protected the lives of the Israelites in the book of     

Exodus, now, the blood of the lamb protects us from death 

itself. 

 

Years ago I attended a conference where the speaker defined 

the Paschal mystery as the life of Jesus, his death, resurrec-

tion, ascension, sending of the Holy Spirit and our partici-

pation in those mysteries. By adding the last part about our 

participation in them, she wanted to stress that these         

mysteries remain alive today. They did not just occur in the 

past. We have been mystically joined to Christ through our 

sacraments, especially baptism. This is why we baptize 

adults on Easter. Baptism is the main way in which the 

Church celebrates the death and resurrection of Christ.  

 

Throughout our Lenten journey, the scripture readings have 

been preparing us to renew our baptismal covenant. I'd like 

to offer a summary of the scripture readings from the last 

few weeks and how they relate to our personal walk with 

the Lord. 

 

Transfiguration (2nd Sunday of Lent). Jesus takes his       

closest disciples and is changed before them. He is bathed 

in light. The early Christians thought of baptism as being an 

enlightenment. Just as Jesus' face was transfigured, so too 

the Christian is changed. He becomes enlightened. He      

fulfills both the law and the prophets. This is why Elijah 

and Moses are present with Jesus in this event. Instead of 

there only being a few prophets, now we all are prophets. 

Instead of finding salvation in following the law, we find it 

in Jesus. Just as God made a covenant with Moses, so now, 

in our baptism, God makes a covenant with us. 

 

Woman at the well (3rd Sunday). Jesus tells the woman that 

he could give her living waters. Baptism gives us the true 

water that will quench all of our thirst. Instead of having to 

go to the well constantly, Jesus tells her that he can give her 

water on demand. Just as Jesus is the living bread, now he 

describes himself as the living water. Through baptism, we 

have the Holy Spirit dwelling in us. 

 

Man born blind (4th Sunday). All of us are like the man 

born blind. Because of original sin, we don't always know 

what is best for us. We can't always see the right path. Just 

as Jesus heals the blind man, through baptism he heals our 

spiritual blindness. 

Jarrod Dillon 

Director of Religious Education 

248-626-2300 

dre@stowen.org 

Raising of Lazarus (5th Sunday). All of us have to die. It's 

in our nature. By raising Lazarus, Jesus shows the power of 

God to transcend death. Baptism gives us resurrection. It 

gives us new life. If we are baptized, we can expect to be 

raised from the dead when the Lord returns. 

 

Passion and Resurrection (Palm Sunday and Easter). Last 

week we read the Passion. This week we read about the       

resurrection. Both of these are the main symbols of baptism. 

As Paul tells us, in baptism we die with Christ and we are 

raised with him. Baptism configures us to the death and     

resurrection of Jesus. Everywhere we go, we bear within us 

the marks of Jesus. As followers of the Lord, our job is to 

bring life out of death. Hope out of despair.  

From these scriptures, we can see that through our Baptism 

God has made a covenant with us. He gives us the Holy 

Spirit. He makes us one with Christ. He gives us the eyes of 

faith. And he will raise us from the dead.  

 

**************** 

 

Our Easter Egg Hunt has been postponed until a later date.  

 

Bible Study: Our Bible study of the book of Revelation is 

postponed. We will resume when we begin to have public 

Mass again. This was originally scheduled for March 6, but 

that has been extended to March 13. At the present, I don't 

know if that will be extended. I will keep you posted on 

when we will resume. 

 

Religious Education Classes will not be held until April 19. 

This means that we are missing a considerable amount of 

class time. We are sending materials home to be worked on 

during this hiatus. Each textbook is able to be accessed  

electronically by following the steps below. Parents should 

check their email inboxes for specific instructions on which 

lessons to cover. 

 

On the bottom of the following page (page 5), you will find  

the links to access the books from home. Access requires  

passwords which are also available on the following page. 

 

RELIGIOUS FORMATION 

O n e   W i t h   C h r i s t .  
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“This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice in it and be glad.” 

Psalm 118:24 

 

ALIVE IN CHRIST PARISH STUDENT EDITIONS: 

https://www.flipsnack.com/OSVOffertory/aic-parish-se-grade-1.html 

https://www.flipsnack.com/OSVOffertory/aic-parish-se-grade-2.html 

https://www.flipsnack.com/OSVOffertory/aic-parish-se-grade-3.html 

https://www.flipsnack.com/OSVOffertory/aic-parish-se-grade4.html 

https://www.flipsnack.com/OSVOffertory/aic-parish-se-grade-5.html  

https://www.flipsnack.com/OSVOffertory/aic-parish-se-grade-6.html 

https://www.flipsnack.com/OSVOffertory/aic-school-se-grade-7.html 

https://www.flipsnack.com/OSVOffertory/aic-school-se-grade-8.html 

 

Passcodes: 

Grade 1: !!aicstudent!!2020g1 

Grade 2: !!aicstudent!!2020g2 

Grade 3: !!aicstudent!!2020g3 

Grade 4: !!aicstudent!!2020g4 

Grade 5: !!aicstudent!!2020g5 

Grade 6: !!aicstudent!!2020g6 

Grade 7: !!aicschool!!2020g7 

Grade 8: !!aicschool!!2020g8 

Mary Mills          

Director of Youth Group 

248-932-5919 

stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com                                                                             

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

RELIGIOUS FORMATION, continued from page 4. 

D 

id you know that the word “quarantine” comes from the Italian “quarantina,” meaning “forty days”? We 

gave God our hearts on Ash Wednesday, asking Him to purify us of our worldly desires. We gave up lying, 

or maybe social media, gossip or TV. Did we intend to give up everything else COVID has forced on us? Proba-

bly not, but it’s here. So, what do we do about it? We often talk about serving God, making an impact, within our 

youth group meetings. How do we do that when confined to our homes? Think about what you can do within 

your families to bring God’s light to others. What simple acts can you perform? On Wednesdays during our week 

on the mission trip, when we are able to go out as a St. Owen group for dinner, we are challenged to bring this 

very light in one simple way to people we may encounter in the few hours we are away from the school campus. 

We are asked to make an impact. We are asked to bring God’s light to others. The “shelter at home” has removed 

many distractions from our teens’ lives and therefore, many opportunities to bring God’s light to others. Are you 

using your time in quiet reflections and continuing your Lenten practices? Are you making an impact within your 

family in a positive way? Spend any time on Facetime, Zoom or with Google duo with a grandparent or elderly 

relative socially isolated? Are you a positive example at home or a group? We have lots of time all of a sudden. 

“Let us rejoice in it and be glad.” Let’s spend this Easter season creatively making an impact! Trust God. He is 

with us as we journey through these crazy times! 

“Spiritual writers speak of joy and 

hope “eastering up within us.”   

Easter is truly a verb, a dynamic 

event pushing upward from the          

darkness into the light. Easter breaks 

open the grave like a shell as         

glorified new life emerges with the 

dawn. We are promised today that no 

tomb can hold us. No death we might 

suffer, spiritual or physical, can have 

the final say over us.”    

Grace-Filled Days by Alice Camille 

Access 

Online 
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued on following page .  

when we see the number of deaths rising across the globe. 

When we can’t see our loved ones who are quarantined in a 

nursing home or hospital…When we see hospitals bracing 

for the worst….When those succumbing to the illness have 

been or soon could be our own loved ones. Yet as Catholic 

Christian believers, it is the promise of eternal life that       

provides the reason for hope in the midst of life’s challenges. 

Just last week, we heard the story that Lazarus died and his 

sisters Martha and Mary were upset that their friend Jesus 

didn’t come sooner to heal him before he died. Jesus didn’t 

say to his sisters, “Sorry, that’s it, he’s dead.” Promising 

eternal life, he said, “Lazarus, come out!” At that moment, 

Lazarus came out of the tomb and was set free to walk with 

new life. 

 

In these days many of us too feel isolated in the tombs of 

fear, anxiety, loneliness, uncertainty and helplessness. Now 

is the time to let Jesus’ words for Lazarus to come out of 

the tomb touch us, and call us to come out of whatever 

tombs we may be in. 

   

Belief in the promise of eternal life changes everything. It is 

the difference between seeing the coronavirus as an unre-

deemable tragedy or a motivation to renew the promise of 

eternal life. 

 

But we can’t simply try to work our way out of it through 

our own cleverness and obsessive sanitation and social      

distancing methods. The path to salvation is not one of relying 

on our own skills, but instead, through acknowledging our 

absolute dependence upon God. The road of humility and 

obedience is ultimately the only way out of the humiliation 

caused by the tiny virus that has brought the world to its 

knees. It is only God who can defeat this virus which he has 

allowed for a reason. He whom was crucified and broke the 

chains of death is always present and always available to us 

with His unlimited power. 

 

Easter reminds us that God always wins, and so no matter 

the sorrow around us, we can be filled with joy. So we can 

celebrate Easter today, despite the shadow of COVID-19, 

and focus on the message of Jesus and his resurrection-that 

death, though inevitable, does NOT win! 

   

Celebrate. Though Easter dinner will look different, we can 

try and restore hope, peace and serenity in our families. 

Some of our best qualities and talents got set aside or went 

dormant as we tried to deal with this crisis. It’s been a few 

weeks now. In the spirit of coming out of the tomb, now is 

Just a few short months ago, things were humming along 

pretty well for many of us and we were feeling pretty good. 

America was in the midst of one of the longest “bull        

markets” in recent history. Across the world, another big 

country, China, was doing well economically too. Europe 

was getting ready for another record high tourist season.  

 

But then this tiny little invisible virus came along and 

changed everything. Political leaders, business leaders,         

scientists were caught unprepared and confounded. We 

started hearing about Wuhan, China. Many people were  

getting sick and dying. Economies went into a tailspin. The 

nightly news tells it all. We were caught off-guard. 

 

Easter is the biggest Sunday of the year in the life of the 

Church. But this year, we’re all feeling a little lost. Easter 

looks to be very “corona” different this year. We experienced 

an unimaginable Holy Week and face the same for Easter. 

Nothing can replace the solemnity and beauty of  Holy 

Week in our Church. No joyous public celebration of Easter 

Sunday Mass. It’s almost unthinkable - yet here we are. No 

access to sacraments. Celebrate by praying the Easter Mass 

liturgy online or on TV. What a void in our spiritual lives. 

   

Yet, we can’t remain upset about this disruption. What is 

Easter really about? Seeing the people at Easter Mass who 

aren’t usually there the rest of the year or about the big 

event that happened 2000 years ago in Jerusalem when it 

was discovered that there wasn’t a body in Jesus’ tomb? 

We’ve often heard said that Jesus came into the world so we 

could have life and have it to the fullest. By our Easter faith, 

we know that Christ is alive and among us. “I am with you 

always,” He promised. Our Risen Lord will never abandon 

his people. Knowing our God works through all things to 

bring about good, we can’t sit and be paralyzed in sadness 

over the pandemic. As Easter people, we have to pray for 

the grace that Mary Magdalene was given on the first Easter 

morning: the eyes to see the Risen Lord in our midst and the 

ears to recognize His voice as he speaks to us. 

 

When we can’t attend Mass in church, we begin to realize 

that we are the Church. Church isn’t a place to go, but it’s a 

people that you belong to. St. Owen church might be empty 

but so is the tomb. Jesus is alive and in him we find our life.   

 

He has given us the promise of eternal life. He says, “I am 

the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even 

if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in 

me will never die” (John 11:1-45). His promise means that 

death is not the end of things. The promise of eternal life 

says we have the life of God now to heal, strengthen and  

inspire us. 

 

We really need to hear Jesus’ promise of eternal life now 

more than ever. It’s really hard to see signs of eternal life 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Karen Heuer 

Director of Christian Service 

248-626-2320 

karen.heuer@stowen.org 
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the time to find those best qualities and let them emerge once again in our lives. Celebrate. Maybe you can recharge your 

old enthusiasm, your great sense of humor or the brightness that your smile brings to others. 

     

For others it might be cooking a wonderful meal, spending quality time with your family, writing a comforting email, calling 

someone and having just the right words to help people feel connected, playing a few tunes on your guitar or piano or letting 

your creative juices flow in other ways. Whatever it may be, we all have something within us that we should set free and 

live again. So let’s try and find a way to celebrate Easter, even if we have to do it 6 feet apart. 

   

Jesus is alive. He came out from the tomb. Unbury those Alleluias, let them ring out. He is risen. He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

We will keep you in our prayers and ask that you pray for all who are suffering in these uncertain times. We especially pray 

for all the health care workers and those who are at the margins and most severely affected by these circumstances: those 

without access to medical care, the poor, the elderly and any who feel alone.  

 

Happy Easter! 

 

               Karen Heuer  

               248-626-2320 

               karen.heuer@stowen.org 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE,  continued from previous page. 

Submitted by  

Sue Leich 

Chair of Twinning Project 

LENTEN GIVING TREE 

Joan Belle� Frank, Bernice & Ronald Belle�

Jean�Philippe and Jill Ghiardi Coignet� Bernard Coignet, Mar�n & Vera Ghiardi, Harlan & Geraldine Robare�

Gary and Susan Devine� Joan Binnman, Catherine Devine�

Richard and Sousan Hesano� Daboul and Hesano families�

Mary Kay Horsley� Thomas Horsley�

Mary Ledermann� Edward Ledermann�

William and Judith Schisa� Dru Elizabeth Schisa�

Joanie Wood� William A. Potrykus�

Aaron and Rebecca Acuna�

Bruce and Janet Babiarz�

Inge Bricio�

Catherine Briggs�

Dale and Leslie Buras�

John and Sharyn Charnas�

James Consiglio and Janice Mordenski �

�

Brian and Jaclyn Holmen�

David and Gail Kearney�

Paul and Julie Kirner�

Chris and Ban Kizy�

Brad and Cindy Love0�

Andrew and Priscilla Marino�

Joan Olson�

Alan Panley�

Daniel and Chris�ne Sebas�an�

Gregory and Ann Seraydarian�

John and Chris�ne Tricoli�

Craig and Sarah Wehler�

We acknowledge the offerings received for flowers which will adorn the altar in the future. 

 

 

Traditionally this is the Sunday we have completed our Lenten Giving Tree initiative. We 

would thank you for your support and generous giving to our brothers and sisters in Haina. 

Well...this is not a normal year. So...the project is on PAUSE until we see where this uncer-

tainty takes us. We do, however, thank those who have contributed to the Lenten Giving Tree. 

Many of you are still planning to support this very poor community of Haina thus, we have 

paused it. We pray to return to church soon (and have access to the Giving Tree). 
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Dear Friends, 

 

How saddened I am to think of NOT 

spending this day with you. There are cer-

tain events in the course of being a director 

that you just really, really look forward to. 

Still, I must say, I'm humbled by the out-

pouring of love and care and systematic 

support we continue to show each other 

both virtually and spiritually at this time. 

The music ministry meeting online was a 

big success!!! I will keep you afloat if that 

turns into a regular thing. I too have been 

exploring some apps and beginning to or-

ganize myself virtually as we don't know 

how long this will continue. I know we 

would much rather be together and we all 

agree how important and valued our com-

munity is in building and sharing faith to-

gether. But we must look at the quarantine 

situation through different lenses. Lenses 

that understand that BECAUSE we care 

about the world and those in it, we will 

take the necessary precautions and do our 

part to remain safe.  

 

This necessary time off has held some in-

teresting pondering and been the cause for 

a great deal of reflection. I pray it has held 

this for you too. And I've seen how my 

faith has been built from different crises of 

my past. Because of this, I hope we contin-

ue to meditate and sit with them. These 

ponderings always eventually cause me to 

hope. And so today, I felt it appropriate to 

share a different sort of story from my past.  

 

It was the March of 2006. I was in my final 

semester of classes at Central Michigan 

University and preparing to student teach 

in the fall. In July of 2005 we had begun 

the great pastor shift, and the man who 

hired me (who I consider an old and dear 

friend to this day) had moved on to his 

next assignment. In August the new guy 

was assigned. And we were a decent fit as 

colleagues, both exuding care to the whole 

and both working very hard to empower 

understanding. And I thought things would 

be fine...except that he was rather liberal. 

And "progressive" so to speak... and in 

those days, I was a lot more buttoned up 

from my conservative upbringing. And we 

worked together well enough. Patrick (my 

former boss) was a hard act to follow, but 

liturgy was still a productive endeavor. It 

was enjoyable and I would "see what came 

of it all."  

 

And then you fast forward to March and a 

Saturday afternoon Mass right before Lent 

Bradley Lieto 

Music Director 

248-626-0840 

lietoba@gmail.com 

started and he says to me in the rectory, 

"I'm not feeling so hot today, probably 

going to sit during the consecration, but 

no worries." So I reply, "Sure Father, is 

there anything I can do for you." And he 

says, "JUST MAKE THE MUSIC." :) To 

which I thought nothing of.  

 

Well, Father didn't sit during the conse-

cration that day because we didn't make 

it to consecration after all. That day, the 

Psalm found my new colleague and 

friend falling to the floor and foaming at 

the mouth. And because of the way we 

were set up, I was the only one who 

could see it. I stopped Mass and 

screamed. It was one of those moments 

you remember forever, when instantly 

you are thrust in charge and having no 

way to continue with liturgy, you start 

making orders. The Pastoral Associate 

was at that Mass and a paramedic and 

what was instant was the entire congre-

gation was thrust to their knees and led in 

a rosary as Father was carried out on 

a  gurney.  

 

It was challenging. It was unexpected. It 

bore an atmosphere of sadness and grief. 

But it too, taught us a great deal. We said 

a rosary and a divine mercy chaplet and 

(having a suite at the parish at that time) I 

left the church open a while should peo-

ple want to come and pray. The next 

morning, we all sat in wonder as twelve 

of us gathered in the sacristy before litur-

gy. The pastoral associate walked in and 

shared that indeed, our fears were con-

firmed. Father had passed in the night. 

This was in the Diocese of Saginaw - and 

there wasn't word to get a substitute 

priest on site for Sunday Masses. So we 

did what we always did when we were 

unsure. We prayed.  

 

I was chosen (as the youngest...and clear-

ly the dumbest) to approach the people 

with the oldest in the room. And together 

we faced a horrified congregation that 

there would be no Eucharist and we 

would have a prayer service in its place 

with recitation of the rosary for the re-

pose of Father Donner's soul. Yes, this 

bright light who caused us all to think 

had gone. And we didn't know what to 

do. So we prayed.  

 

So lately, I've been thinking a lot of Fa-

ther Donner and wishing him well wher-

ever he may be. The same feelings that 

arose in me that day seem to be permeat-

MUSIC MINISTRY 

ing this time and in a way I would have 

never chosen. And I learned a lot about 

change at that time and in the months that 

followed. And they created faith with-

in. Maybe even more so than the good 

times. 

 

So what's the point? The point is that yes, 

I've been longing for the old liturgy we had 

and loved. I've been wanting to see my 

choir and celebrate God's love in song and 

to create with the handbells and children 

and the teens. And, with any luck, look for-

ward to it a great deal. I mean, I LOVE this 

team and this place. And not seeing you 

has just stunk. I'm sure we have all been 

wondering what a new year will bring. But 

I'd like to say that also, I've been reminded, 

there is absolutely no crystal ball. There is 

absolutely no way of knowing not only 

what is to come, but how it will come and 

on what grounds or whose terms. And this 

is EXACTLY the reason to have faith in 

resurrection. That indeed, the end will 

come, and indeed we will start over. That 

indeed we will grieve and indeed we will 

start again. It's all seated on the contract 

each of us has with time. And we will rise 

again and again, until that contract with 

time is complete.  

 

I pray you all are having only the BEST of 

Easters. And I pray that these pains which 

we endure as humans teach us, in the same 

way the death of the Christ teaches us. 

 

  I miss you and love you.  

  With great affection, 

   

  Bradley  
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Pam Biglin (Feb 2020) 

Jozef Wyszynski (Jan 2020) 

George Fenton (Dec 2019) 

Mimi Courtright (Dec 2019) 

Jalila Kainaya (Nov 2019) 

Betty Bright (Nov 2019) 

Lila Fenech (Nov 2019) 

Mary Lu Bennethum (Nov 2019) 

Pat Devine (Oct 2019) 

Sheila Callahan (Oct 2019) 

John Fenton (Sept 2019) 

Margaret Fuchs (Sept 2019) 

Mark Crawford (August 2019) 

Jennifer Roma (July 2019) 

Elizabeth Ebisawa (July 2019) 

Polly Brennan (July 2019) 

Rosie Rohlman (May 2019) 

Olivia Leigh (May 2019) 

Norma Tioran (May 2019) 

Anne Bouch (Mar 2019) 

Bayani Domingo (Mar 2019)  

Fred Hillard (Feb 2019) 

Jim Holden (Feb 2019) 

Donna Kelly (Sept 2018) 

Joann Holden (Aug 2018) 

John Kevin Drumm (July 2018) 

Sawyer Ziegelman (June 2018) 

Ray Winke (June 2018) 

Kenneth Roy (April 2017) 

Joe Kirwin (Dec 2017) 

Mark Trafeli (Nov 2017) 

Lilian Calati (Feb 2015) 

Harry Samuel (April 2015) 

Will Dreisig (Sept 2015) 

Randy Sax (Sept 2015) 

Colleen Appel (June 2014) 

Sandra Saunders (Sept 2012) 

Joseph Varion (Nov 2012) 

Armed Forces & Veterans              

First Responders                                      

Missionaries 

   Medical Personnel 

 

Prayer List: 

Call Judy at 248-626-0840 with changes 

and additions to this list. 

 

************ 

 

St. Owen Prayer Line: 

In need of prayer or special intention?     

 

Call Rita Lou at 248-851-0595. 

If you have a special intention which  

you’d prefer remain confidential, may we 

suggest you request prayers from the  

Prayer Line ministry.  

 

 

             March 27, 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

  

Being good citizens means we are all striving to follow Governor Whitmer’s “Stay 

Home, Stay Safe” executive order through Easter Monday (April 13, 2020). As 

Archbishop Vigneron mentioned in his letter earlier this week, this challenge             

presents unprecedented difficulties. But there is no time without grace and              

opportunity for spiritual growth. 

  

There are numerous ways in which all of us in the Archdiocese of Detroit—our  

parishes, schools, clergy, religious and laity—are supporting each other in building 

up the Body of Christ during this time. I would like to direct you to a particular             

resource that you may find helpful for your faith life during these challenging days. 

Formed is a collection of Catholic resources for you and your family to              

enjoy. During this time of social distancing, they are offering a free 40-day                   

subscription. While many have access to Formed through their parish, now               

everyone has access for free for the next few weeks. 

  

I encourage you to sign up for this resource and make use of the Bible studies, 

faith formation opportunities and Catholic movies available. Signing up only takes 

a few easy steps:  

Visit www.formed.org and click “Sign Up.” 

1. Click “I belong to a Parish or Organization.” 

2. Type “Faith at Home Detroit” in the box under Create New Account. (You’ll 

see it populate from the drop-down menu.) Click “Next.” 

3. Enter your first and last name as well as your email. 

Now you’re registered! You can also download the app on your Smartphone. If  

you need further assistance, contact Formed at www.help.formed.org or toll-free  

at 844-367-6331. 

 

In addition to this resource, I encourage you to stay connected to our website     

spiritualcloseness.org where daily faith resources are available for you and your 

family. Please share both of these resources with your neighbors, friends and          

families in your phone calls, emails, group chats and video conferences as a way 

for each of us to “unleash the Gospel!” 

  

Finally, we have even more resources planned, especially during Holy Week and 

into the Easter Season. Keep the faith! 

  

Your brother in Christ, 

Fr. Stephen Pullis 

AOD Director of Evangelization and Missionary Discipleship 

OPPORTUNITY: Family and Faith “Formed” 

Editor’s note: Registration 

is EASY; about 60 seconds. 

No credit card required or 

requested. Excellent                 

resource and content. 

Bradley is online. Visit parish website at www.stowen.org. 

Click on  

images  

to listen. 
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St. Owen Masses and activities are suspended   

until further notice. No additional information is 

available as this bulletin goes to press. When an 

update is available, it will be posted on the parish 

website and Facebook page. The AOD website 

will  also provide updates about the resumption of       

public Masses. 

 

In addition, the parish office is closed until April 30, 

consistent with the directives of the state. Staff is 

maintaining essential services. If you need to 

reach us, send an email or leave a voice message.  

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

      CONTACT :       eashor@stowen.org 

248-626-0840 

Your parish needs your help. The church is not immune to the 

financial stress being experienced as a result of the “stay home, 

stay safe” directive.  

 

As Fr. Cronk states on page 3, “...financially friend, we are 

drowning. Please be generous in your Easter gift to the parish.” 

 

We are in this together. Let’s take care of one another by       

following all CDC and AOD guidelines and consider alterna-

tive ways to take care of our parish:  

(a) mail your offertory gift to parish office, or 

(b) give online via WeShare, or 

(c) auto pay with your bank or investment account,  

(d) drop your church envelope off at the parish office.  

 

Thanks to everyone who is continuing           

to contribute!!  

As nature springs to new 

life...we pray the promise of 

the Resurrection fills you 

with hope in the days to 

come. Wishing you a joyful 

and blessed Easter.  

 

Let the whole WORLD  

be filled with His GLORY. 

Psalm 72:19   

Want to join our social networking? 

We’re active on Facebook. 

We invite your comments. Comment on a comment. 

Start a conversation. Post a memory. Share a picture? 

 

 

  Thanks to Eva Ashor  for   

her efforts with Facebook 

and the parish website.  
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