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Bloomfield Hills, MI 

248-626-0840 

www.stowen.org 

ST. OWEN VISION: We strive to be an open, welcoming and caring Catholic 

community of believers who are called to share, celebrate, renew and grow in 

faith, love of God and one another. We embrace Jesus by living His teachings 

and values and put our faith into action through service, tithing and outreach.  

 

Doubting Thomas 

  

I am a doubting Thomas. I always have been. It’s just in my 

nature. Looking back upon my childhood, I think that it has 

something to do with my parents teaching me to be skeptical 

of everything. Even though I dabble in cynicism, and the 

occasional doubt, I still believe. Why? Because my belief 

isn’t dependent upon me. It is a gift that has been given to 

me by God. That is why St. Thomas the doubter is my       

patron Saint.  

 

In the entire Gospel of John, Jesus goes out of his way to 

show that faith is not something that 

we do, but something that God gives 

us. In this particular Gospel reading, 

we have Thomas expressing extraor-

dinary faith by referring to Jesus as 

“my Lord and my God.” But in        

order to show that this did not come 

from him, but from the Holy Spirit, 

we get the scene of him doubting. 

”Unless I stick my finger in his side! 

Only then will I believe.” 

 

Jesus then tells them: Blessed are those who do not see and 

yet believe. We are probably familiar with the Beatitudes in 

Jarrod Dillon 

Director of Religious Education 

248-626-2300 

dre@stowen.org 

the Gospel of Matthew. Hopefully, your catechism teacher 

made you memorize them. But in the Gospel of John, the 

Beatitudes come in a different form. This is one of them. 

Jesus declares blessed those who have their doubts. The ones 

who still believe even though some of it doesn’t seem     

believable. If I had a motto, or a coat of arms, this is the 

scripture that I would put underneath in Latin.  

 

Faith isn’t just something we do, it’s something that is given 

to us. It is a gift. None of the apostles did anything to earn 

their initial friendship with Jesus. Most of them were just 

fishing or collecting taxes. Jesus just passed by and called 

to them. So if you are one of those people who have doubts 

and wonder what’s wrong with yourself...Nothing. You are 

normal. Pray those powerful words from the Gospel: Lord, 

I do believe, help thou cure my unbelief (Mark 9:24). And 

listen for the Lord’s reply: Blessed are those who don’t see 

and still believe.  
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LITURGICAL  

COLOR: White 

 SCRIPTURE   

READINGS 

 

SATURDAY 

April 18 

 

Acts 4:13-21 

Mk 16:9-15 

 

SUNDAY 

April 19 

 

Acts 2:42-47 

1 Pt 1:3-9 

Jn 20:19-31 

 

MONDAY 

April 20 

 

Acts 4:23-31 

Jn 3:1-8 

 

TUESDAY 

April 21 

 

Acts 4:32-37 

Jn 3:7b-15 

 

WEDNESDAY 

April 22 

 

Acts 5:17-26 

Jn 3:16-21 

 

THURSDAY 

April 23 

Acts 5:27-33 

Jn 3:31-36 

 

FRIDAY 

April 24 

 

Acts 5:34-42 

Jn 6:1-15 

 

SATURDAY 

April 25 

 

 

 

1 Pt 5:5b-14 

Mk16:15-20 

 

SUNDAY 

April 26 

 

 

 

Acts 2:14, 22-33 

1 Pt 1:17-21 

Lk 24:13-35 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY  READINGS 

                                     Per the AOD announcement dated March 23, 2020: 

“Parish Confirmations scheduled for the remainder of 2020 are suspended  

until further notice. Plans for their resumption will be examined at a later 

date.” 

  

St. Owen’s celebration of First Communion is postponed. A new date will 

be announced by Jarrod Dillon. 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Center ___________________________                                       

Religious Formation (PreK-8 and RCIA) 

Jarrod Dillon 626-2300    

dre@stowen.org  

 

Christian Service  

Karen Heuer 626-2320 

karen.heuer@stowen.org 

   

 

Parish Maintenance  

Alex Brown                                             626-2458 

Parish Office                                           248-626-0840 

Office Admin, 

Judy Moenck 

 

Ext. 6

 

parishoffice@stowen.org 

 

Business Manager, 

Eva Ashor 

    

Ext. 3

 

eashor@stowen.org 

 

Youth Ministry, 

Mary Mills

  

Ext. 5 

248-932-5919 (home) ♦ stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com 

 

Music Minister, 

Bradley Lieto 

 

Ext. 4

 

lietoba@gmail.com 

ST. OWEN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

6869 Franklin Road ♦ Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 ♦ www.stowen.org 

Phone: 248-626-0840             Web address: www.stowen.org 

Deacon Mike Von Ende          

248-855-1941 (home) 

deaconmike@stowen.org 

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor 

248-626-0840     Ext. 1

 

jcronk@stowen.org 

We extend our sympathy to the families and friends of 

 

James Joseph Varion, Brother of Debbie Schira 

 

Francesca Barbero, Mother of Carla (Paulo) Nervo 

 

Timothy Kelly, Brother of John (Michelle) Kelly  

 

Raise them up to eternal life, O Lord,  

and hold them in the palm of your hand. 

Sister Carolyn Nelson died on Monday, April 13, at the     

Dominican Life Center in Adrian. She was 87 years of age 

and in the 67th year of her religious profession as an         

Adrian Dominican Sister. 

 

Sr. Carolyn was born in Chicago, graduated from St. Ambrose 

High School in Grosse Pointe Park, received a BA degree 

from Siena Heights in Adrian, MA degree from DePaul     

University in Chicago and MA degree in Pastoral Counseling 

from Marygrove College in Detroit. 

 

Sr. Carolyn devoted her “first” career of 21 years ministering in education. For 

her encore, Sr. Carolyn’s second career was pastoral associate for 23 years at 

St. Owen Parish.  In 2012, she moved to the Motherhouse in Adrian where she 

received excellent healthcare and enjoyed the good company of her Sisters in 

Christ. She was a faithful person who devoted her life to serving Him. 

 

May she rest in peace with the Lord Almighty. 

Join us in prayers for Sr. Carolyn and her Dominican family. �
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Please don’t forget about Catholic Relief Services and 

its Rice Bowl program. It is our custom to collect the 

Rice Bowl donations at the end of Lent but this is not a 

customary time, so…..please save your Rice Bowl alms 

until we resume celebrating Mass. Thank you. 

St. Owen Masses and activities on the premises 

are suspended until further notice. No additional 

information is available as this bulletin goes to 

press. When an update is available, it will be post-

ed on the parish website and Facebook page. The 

AOD website will also provide updates about the 

resumption of public Masses. 

 

In addition, the parish office is closed until April 

30, consistent with the directives of the state. Staff 

is maintaining essential services. Send an email or 

leave a voice mail message.  

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

      CONTACT :       eashor@stowen.org 

248-626-0840 

Your parish needs your help. The church is not immune to the 

financial stress being experienced as a result of the “stay home, 

stay safe” directive.  

 

We are in this together. Let’s take care of one another by       

following all CDC and AOD guidelines and consider alterna-

tive ways to take care of our parish:  

(a) mail your offertory gift to parish office, or 

(b) give online via WeShare, or 

(c) auto pay with your bank or investment account, or 

(d) drop your church envelope off at the parish office.  

 

Thanks to everyone who is continuing           

to contribute!!  

 

Thanks to our new WeShare givers.   

 

Want to join our social networking? 

We’re active on Facebook. 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Owen-Catholic-Church-

169244143089427/  

We invite your comments. Comment on a comment. 

Start a conversation. Post a memory. Share a picture. 

Post a message to Fr. Cronk. Are you listening to his 

weekly reflections? Let him know what you think. 

 

  Thanks to Eva Ashor for 

her efforts with Facebook 

and the parish website. 

  

     If you have suggestions for  

        content, let Eva know.     

                         eashor@stowen.org 

                                                 Thanks.  

Contributions received in the mail this past week: 

$20,155 

 

        Thank you for the Easter and  

               offertory contributions. 
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Some of us tuned in again for PROJECTYM.COM/

WATCH on Sunday evening before Easter. The guest 

speaker, Father Michael Schmitz is the director of 

youth and young adult ministry for the Diocese of 

Duluth, and chaplain for the Newman Center at the 

University of Minnesota Duluth. He gave a powerful 

reflection on the Passion of Christ reminding us it IS personal. Sin hurts Jesus. When didn’t you 

consider how your actions would hurt someone else? Jesus forgives us because he loves us. Who 

is someone that you love that you need to forgive? 

 

Fr. Mike talked at length about the suffering that Jesus Christ endured during his Passion. He described the Shroud of Turin- 

the presumed burial cloth of Jesus Christ. From the study of the cloth, we can determine that Jesus suffered immensely from 

his scourging and crucifixion. Jesus carried the marks of our sins to his death and in doing so, he “signs his name,” on each 

of our lives.  

 

Bishop Boyea from Lansing, MI provided the closing prayer of Isaiah 41:10. 

 

“Do not fear, for I am with you; 

Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, 

Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” 

Mary Mills          

Director of Youth Group 

248-932-5919 

stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com                                                                             

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

W 

e had our very first Zoom meeting 

with some of the teens last week.  

Some could say it was the hour of the day, 

but I have never seen the teens so quiet.         

Although their smiles prevailed, their energy 

and excitement seemed to be missing. The 

teens, as so many today, are experiencing 

much disappointment as all their school 

events (as well as school itself) have been 

canceled: sports and year end banquets, 

school performances, forensics, prom, scouts, 

gatherings and so much more. Canceled! 

Each seems to be handling the disruption in 

their own ways. Some have structured school 

days, others are sleeping late, getting their 

schoolwork done on their own time. But it is 

apparent, they need hope. They need to be 

reminded, as Christians, we are a people of 

hope. 

P 

ope Francis partici-

pated in a TED talk 

in 2017 and his message 

seems rather timely during 

this health crisis. You can 

watch his talk at this link: 

 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/

his_holiness_pope_francis_why_the_only_future_worth_building_includes_everyone  

Here is a quote to peak your curiosity. “To Christians, the future does 

have a name, and its name is Hope. Feeling hopeful does not mean to 

be optimistically naïve and ignore the tragedy humanity is facing. Hope 

is the virtue of a heart that doesn't lock itself into darkness, that 

doesn't dwell on the past, does not simply get by in the present, but is 

able to see a tomorrow. The future is, most of all, in the hands of 

those people who recognize the other as a 'you' and themselves as 

part of an 'us.' We all need each other.”  

 

Through these last several weeks, it has become even more apparent 

how we all need each other. We want to be present in each other’s 

lives. Facetime, Google Duo, Google Hangouts and Zoom have       

become even more popular. Zoom reports daily users spiked to 200 

million in March, up from 10 million in December. We need human 

contact. The next question is, how will these weeks of “stay at home” 

sheltering change us for the future? What long acting impact will it 

have on us? On our future behavior/attitudes toward our neighbors, 

rich and poor? Will we view the restaurant server/bus boy/bartender 

differently? The cashier/bagger at our local Kroger’s? The tow truck 

driver pulling our car from a ditch? The guy at the car wash? How 

will we see our neighbor when the quarantine is relaxed? I am hope-

ful the virus will make a positive impact on our behavior. Are you? 
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued on following page .  

are always hard and always awkward—and they come at 

the expense of the one who makes the first move. But that’s 

what we Christians are called to be: people who make the 

first move to offer Christ’s peace. 

 

The darkness of Good Friday could not hold back the         

resurrection---Jesus rose in spite of it. Even when we can’t 

seem to get our bearings during this time of quarantine,     

Jesus is at work---He is our light in the darkness. Likewise, 

we are called to be “light” for those around us. When we 

hear the words, “Take up your cross and follow me,” those 

words are not to be taken lightly. Do something for your 

“neighbor.” Pray to spread God's love and peace in all that 

you say and do.  

   

And remember His promise of Easter: that life will triumph 

over death. Good people who give of themselves will receive 

back more than they can imagine.  

  

Let’s continue to also keep praying and supporting all those 

who serve on the front lines of this current battle to bring 

comfort and healing to those who are sick. May this great 

promise of Easter fill our hearts. HE will not fail us! 

 

 

Today is also known as Divine Mercy Sunday. Our Lord 

appeared to the Polish nun Sister Faustina — whom He 

called His “apostle of mercy” — many times, each time 

speaking of His great mercy for all souls. He asked that the 

image in which he appeared to her, dressed in white with 

two rays of light coming 

from his heart, one red, one 

white, be painted with the 

words “Jesus, I trust in 

You,” at the bottom of the 

painting. He promised that 

even the most hardened 

sinners who would revere 

this image would be saved.  

 

Our Lord told Faustina of 

His great desire that the 

first Sunday after Easter be 

dedicated as the “Feast of 

Mercy,” and that this image 

of His mercy be known and 

venerated by the whole 

world. 

"The coronavirus pandemic has abruptly roused us from the 

greatest danger individuals and humanity have always been 

susceptible to: the delusion of omnipotence….It took merely 

the smallest and most formless element of nature, a virus, to 

remind us that we are mortal, that military power and tech-

nology are not sufficient to save us."  

 ~Capuchin Father Raniero Cantalamessa, Preacher                          

    to the Papal Household, Homily on Good Friday 

 

We are used to Easter being a relief from the season of 

Lent. This year is different. Weeks into this lockdown, we 

are sheltering in place feeling more like the disciples huddled 

in the Upper Room in an extended Holy Saturday. The  

Gospel urges us to trust that Jesus waits to come to us in our 

sheltering “upper rooms,” as he did to the first disciples. He 

assures us “Peace be with you.” See how I have been wounded 

for love of you. I have risen from the dead. “Peace be with 

you.” We, like the first witnesses to the resurrection need to 

believe and say: “My Lord and my God!” We are “those 

who have not seen and have believed.”  OK, so now what?    

After Easter and the amazing Resurrection of our Lord, 

what do we do?  

 

You’ve heard the phrase, "You may be the only Jesus that 

people meet." What is the Holy Spirit inspiring you to do?  

"After three days I will rise," Jesus foretold. We too, even-

tually will rise and come out of the tombs of our home      

confinement. 

 

Will we just long to return to our former busy, indulgent 

lives or will Easter have changed us into a new life more 

like Jesus, better at loving and caring for others? If we don’t 

let this quarantine time at home change us for the better, 

then this will have been time wasted. 

  

So how do we embrace and live out the mission of Easter? 

By listening to the words of the Gospel and then using our 

own creativity to become the disciples Christ frees us to be.  

So that’s the mission of Easter for us today: to feed and 

minister to others. Those who are hungry or lonely. Those 

overworked and underpaid single parents, who need to go to 

work, putting themselves at risk, but whose children are 

now home. Those who have just lost their jobs. Those who 

are isolated in virus-closed nursing homes without family 

contact. Those who are in homeless shelters or holding signs 

on downtown street corners. How do I react when the         

suffering face of Christ is before me in all these needy         

situations? 

 

Another area to live out the mission of Easter is to receive 

the gift of Christ’s peace and reconciliation and share it.  

Sometimes we can do this even in our homes. We could try 

maybe by taking the first step in apologizing to a family 

member or initiating a conciliatory conversation between 

two other family members who are estranged. These actions 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Karen Heuer 

Director of Christian Service 

248-626-2320 

karen.heuer@stowen.org 
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I know that many faithful here have been praying the novena and the Divine Mercy Chaplet but the usual special observa-

tion of this feast day involving attending Mass, going to confession and receiving holy communion cannot be observed in 

the traditional manner this year.  

 

At the direction of her confessor, Faustina documented all of her dialogues with Christ in what she called her “Diary: Divine 

Mercy in My Soul.” In her diary, we hear the repeated and urgent plea of Our Lord’s love and the purpose of His conversations 

with Faustina: “My Heart overflows with great mercy for souls.…If only they could understand that I am the best of Fathers 

to them and that it is for them that the Blood and Water flowed from My Heart as from a fount overflowing with mercy”  

(Diary, p. 165). 

 

The feast of Divine Mercy, then, is a continuation of the celebration of Easter; it is, as Pope St. John Paul once said, “Christ’s 

‘Easter gift’ to the world. ‘Jesus, I trust in You!’” 

 

RESPONDING TO THE CALL OF CHRIST: 

FOOD PANTRY: Thanks to those who anonymously dropped food donations off for  our  food pantry last 

week! We are doing our best to make sure no one goes without food. If you are a parish family who needs help with 

groceries, please contact me and we will try to help. 

  

St. Vincent de Paul Clothing Drive: The dr ive that was scheduled for  May 1- 3 has been canceled. The Society 

of St. Vincent de Paul has found it necessary to put a temporary hold on all clothing drives until further notice. In 

the meantime, we hope that you will hold onto your clean, usable clothing, houseware and small appliance dona-

tions until we can get a new drive scheduled. 

   

2020 Census: By now you have seen the 2020 Census. Mine ar r ived in the mail at my home about three weeks 

ago. The United States census occurs every ten years and matters for Michigan because the population numbers 

guide how federal funding is distributed to communities for local needs. In recent years, Michigan received almost 

$30 billion per year through federal programs that used information from the last census in 2010. The Catholic 

Church cares because: 

• The count influences legislative representation at all levels of government where decisions about the common 

good and the most vulnerable are often made.   

• The Catholic Church relies on an accurate census to more effectively serve those in need. 

• Undercounting households leads to underfunding critical programs and services. 

   

The Michigan Catholic Conference is urging everyone to exercise their civic duty. So dig out the census form, fill it 

out and mail it in. It only takes a few minutes. 

 

               Karen Heuer  

               248-626-2320  

               karen.heuer@stowen.org 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE,  continued from previous page. 

Doubting Thomas 

Can you imagine being called a Doubter for 2000 years? What does a guy 

have to do to get a new reputation? Thomas doesn’t want to be told what to 

believe; he wants to experience it. He wants to touch, see and hear Jesus. In 

today’s Gospel, Jesus offers Thomas exactly what he needs in order to be-

lieve in him! Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 

and put it in my side. The resurrection is real, Thomas, you can believe! Then 

Jesus says, Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. And 

he breathes on them/us the Holy Spirit—all the power we need to go out 

through the doors and into the world, helping people experience that the         

resurrection is real! Church tradition tells us that Thomas brought the Gospel 

through Syria, to southern India where congregations trace their beginning 

back to the witness of Thomas! Thomas challenges us to show others how to experience the resurrection so they too will 

proclaim: “My Lord and My God!”                                                                                                                Source: www.soulstorywriter.net 
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Gregory Petzer (April 2020) 

Pam Biglin (Feb 2020) 

Jozef Wyszynski (Jan 2020) 

George Fenton (Dec 2019) 

Mimi Courtright (Dec 2019) 

Jalila Kainaya (Nov 2019) 

Betty Bright (Nov 2019) 

Lila Fenech (Nov 2019) 

Mary Lu Bennethum (Nov 2019) 

Pat Devine (Oct 2019) 

Sheila Callahan (Oct 2019) 

John Fenton (Sept 2019) 

Margaret Fuchs (Sept 2019) 

Mark Crawford (August 2019) 

Jennifer Roma (July 2019) 

Elizabeth Ebisawa (July 2019) 

Polly Brennan (July 2019) 

Rosie Rohlman (May 2019) 

Olivia Leigh (May 2019) 

Norma Tioran (May 2019) 

Anne Bouch (Mar 2019) 

Bayani Domingo (Mar 2019)  

Fred Hillard (Feb 2019) 

Jim Holden (Feb 2019) 

Donna Kelly (Sept 2018) 

Joann Holden (Aug 2018) 

John Kevin Drumm (July 2018) 

Sawyer Ziegelman (June 2018) 

Ray Winke (June 2018) 

Kenneth Roy (April 2017) 

Joe Kirwin (Dec 2017) 

Mark Trafeli (Nov 2017) 

Lilian Calati (Feb 2015) 

Harry Samuel (April 2015) 

Will Dreisig (Sept 2015) 

Randy Sax (Sept 2015) 

Colleen Appel (June 2014) 

Sandra Saunders (Sept 2012) 

Armed Forces & Veterans              

First Responders                                      

Missionaries 

   Healthcare Personnel 

 

Prayer List: 

Call Judy at 248-626-0840 with changes 

and additions to this list. 

 

************ 

 

St. Owen Prayer Line: 

In need of prayer or special intention?     

 

Call Rita Lou at 248-851-0595. 

If you have a special intention which  

you’d prefer remain confidential, may we 

suggest you request prayers from the  

Prayer Line ministry.  

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Bradley is online. Visit parish 

website at www.stowen.org. 

Click on images to listen. 

So. Time. Hmmmmm. It’s a long one and kind of 

involved, so readers beware.  

 

This year we didn’t walk the usual path through 

resurrection with the Catholic Church. And while 

admittedly, I miss it, and the incredible family 

that is the parish of St. Owen; I sit here on my sofa this evening pondering a great deal. Yes,  

it is a sad time in the world right now. People are dying, and sick, and there aren’t answers 

for treatment, much less where the end is, much less how to grieve, or how to continue      

forward while sequestered into stillness for safety. And at times like this it is clear that the 

human spirit needs the opportunity to breathe and grieve and digest.   

 

I am reminded that indeed there have been moments in my story that have been absolutely 

unforgettable. And I keep them close and visit them often. Usually those moments were 

chosen to be memories filled with joy and gratitude. Moments of sound and understanding 

and both internal and external harmony. Now I am sitting here and thinking, the story of the 

death and resurrection of the Christ is actually none of those things.   

 

The death of someone you love is never considered joyful, much less harmonious. Especially 

when it’s as the good story goes. It’s a reminder. One that sits foremost in our (my) heart 

about the dreams we carry for tomorrow. Each of us will experience and live through the 

death and goodbye of someone we love more than words can possibly say. And each of us 

will live through the betrayal of someone we once trusted with our whole being. The reality 

is, that’s what the resurrection is about. It’s not a clean cut, clear process, and I think at best 

rather messy. So what? Digest. Grieve. Cry till you can sing again. At the end of the day, 

resurrection is about getting up and dreaming anew. To rise and use the best of what came 

before for the next steps in our stories. 

 

The reality of Easter Day 2020 is that none of us can see the end of this. There is no crystal 

ball and if we continue to listen to science we can be hopeful. I mean after all, God is not 

some omnipotent being on a cloud. It’s not that simple. The answer is in the science we are 

still figuring out. Grieving together and remaining connected counts. It won’t stop the virus.  

It won’t stop bad things from happening. Believing that it will demonstrates a shallow      

understanding of faith and of God. We must continue our walk with this virus quietly and 

safely, as scientists and doctors and medical professionals get lifted up to find the answer.   

 

But good news is just this, that is a universal truth, that is exactly how it started so many 

seasons ago. It started together. People casting aside their differences to come together for 

the greater good. That is what we might glean from today. In the end, the resurrection grants 

us the acceptance of others and the grace to see their best parts and band together. That is 

the basic premise of Christianity: take care of one another and love one another more than 

you thought you ever could. Yes. They may betray you and leave. But love ‘em anyway.   

 

To all of the wonderfuls I am graced to live this crazy life with (especially the family of St. 

Owen), I love you guys! I look forward to the day we will rerun to our home in the beautiful 

church of St. Owen in the (hopefully not too distant) future.   

 

Cheers my dear friends!  Buona Pasqua e salut-e!!!!! 

Bradley 

Bradley Lieto 

Music Director 

248-626-0840 

lietoba@gmail.com 
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JARROD ANNOUNCES UPCOMING ZOOM MEETINGS  

 

Sunday Morning Prayer: We will gather virtually at 11AM on Sunday mornings for Morning Prayer (Lauds) on 

Zoom. You can attend by either downloading the Zoom app and entering the following meeting ID: 857 164 2475. 

Or you can call in using one of these phone numbers:  

 

  +1-929-205-6099.... once connected, enter the following: 857 164 2475#  

 or 

  Alternative number +1-312-626-6799….once connected enter: 857 164 2475#  

 

RCIA will meet at 12:15PM every Sunday on Zoom (using the same procedure as above).  

 

Confirmation Students! We will host a vir tual class next Sunday, Apr il 26, at 2PM on Zoom.  

 

Book of Revelation class will continue via Zoom on Monday, April 20, at 7PM. We will focus on chapters 4-6. 

All are welcome to attend on Zoom.  

 

indefinitely until public gatherings are allowed.  

RELIGIOUS FORMATION, continued from front page. 

A 

s an emergency room physician, I’m used 

to working in a hectic environment. I have    

never experienced anything as heartbreaking 

and traumatic as the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s 

an intense and difficult time for everyone,        

especially patients and health care providers. 

Compounding that challenge is the increasingly 

common experience of doctors being forced to 

make impossible decisions for patients for 

whom we have no  medical history and who 

did not plan their care in advance. ….. 

 

Whether you are 18 or 80, advance care plans 

make it easier for doctors to provide care that 

honors the wishes of an individual if they are  

unable to speak for themselves. In the ER, we 

have minutes to make a decision that will           

dictate if a person might live on a machine or 

pass a natural death. I always make decisions 

based on what I think is best for the patient, 

but unless people have an advance care plan, 

that is exceedingly difficult. If I’m told about a 

patient’s wishes, not only does my work           

become more person-centered - it can also be 

quicker. As we handle massive influxes of         

patients amid dwindling yet crucial resources, 

time is everything…. 

 

For years, many physicians have asked our   

government, employers and health insurance 

providers to encourage everyone to create an 

advance care plan so we are able to under-

stand patient’s wishes and can respect their 

decisions if they become critically ill. With or 

without a pandemic, having an advance care 

plan in place benefits both patients and           

providers. It allows patients to communicate 

their medical wishes to their families, doctors, 

nurses and other caregivers and helps providers 

administer the desired care in a timely         

manner….. 

 

Everyone deserves the peace of mind of  

knowing their wishes will be respected, even 

and especially if they become incapacitated. In 

making an advance care plan, patients should 

consider some basic questions: (1) Who do 

you want to represent you if you can’t com-

municate during a health crisis? (2) What are 

your values and treatment goals? (3) What 

medical history and information do you want 

anyone who treats you to have? …. 

 

                                   Dr. Elizabeth P. Clayborne  

ER doc: Advance care plan helps us and you  

Opinion contributor: Dr. Elizabeth P. Clayborne is an ER physician based in Maryland. She has a master’s degree in bioethics. 

Excerpt from Detroit Free Press, April 10, 2020, page 17A. 

Advance Care Plan: There is never a great time; now is the right time.  

Michigan Catholic Conference is an excellent resource to guide you through the advance care decision process and provide 

the required Michigan documents. Modern medical technology offers many possibilities for prolonging life. While medicine 

offers the possibilities, it may result in outcomes you prefer not to bear. Clearly people of faith face a dilemma regarding end 

of life decisions. Neither physicians nor clergy have ready-made solutions. Cases very greatly but there are certain principles 

Catholics should take into account when making difficult care decisions.  

 

Michigan Catholic Conference publishes a booklet which outlines those principles and suggests how to utilize Durable Power 

of Attorney for Healthcare decisions. The publication provides copies of  the relevant materials/forms determined as essential 

by Michigan Public Act 312. Refer to the following two pages for instructions on how to access the MCC publication and 

familiarize yourself with the advance care planning documents. And then, make a commitment. Prepare an advance care plan. 
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10% OFF  •  MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FRANKLIN AUTO 
SERVICE Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated • Since 1965
brakes • exhaust • tires • steering • shocks

32725 Franklin Road • Franklin
248-626-2080

www.FranklinAutoService.com

St. Owen Church
stowen.weshareonline.org
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Open: 7AM-4PM - 7 Days a Week
33703 Woodward at 14 1/2 Mile Road

642-5775
A Great Experience Of Family Togetherness

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren • 313-278-0380
25685 W. 10 Mile Rd • 248-356-7625
www.monuments1947.com

1368 North Crooks Road (one block south of Maple)
Brigid G. Lynch  Parishioner  Bereavement Counselor

248-435-0660
www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com

LYNCH & SONS Funeral Directors

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service
248-213-9248

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

Josette Charboneau, REALTOR®

DESIGNATED SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

CELL: 248-882-3686
EMAIL: josette.charboneau@gmail.com

Parishioner 4130 Telegraph Rd., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

www.AJDesmond.com

2600 Crooks Road (Between Maple & Big Beaver) • 248-362-2500
Vasu, Rodgers & Connell Chapel

32515 Woodward (4 Blocks S. of 14 mile) 
248-549-0500

Price Chapel
3725 Rochester (Between Wattles & Big Beaver)

248-689-0700

FREE DESSERT 
WITH ENTREE PURCHASE. 

EXPIRES 5/31/20

248.949.9999
6608 Telegraph Rd.,
Bloomfield Twp
zaojunnewasian.com

6535 TELEGRAPH RD • BLOOMFIELD HILLS
AT THE CORNER OF TELEGRAPH AND MAPLE 248-646-8568
CALL & BOOK YOUR EVENT AT ANYTIME

Fundraiser or Catering
 TUESDAY 5PM-8PM DINNER W/YOUR FAVORITE CHARACTER
 FRIDAY   5PM-8PM FACE PAINTING & BALLOON ANIMALS 

15% OFF 
ALL DAY EVERY DAY

20% OFF EVERY DAY 
BETWEEN 3PM-5PM

10% OFF ALL DAY
EVERY DAY

KID’S 
NIGHTS

Contact Rick Soper to place an ad today! 
rsoper@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6474


