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CRONK’S CORNER, continued on following page .  

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor                 

with Joey  

CRONK’S CORNER 

A 

gainst the advice of all sorts of medical profes-

sionals, some of the states of our union have       

begun to “open” themselves to ways that seem contrary 

to confining and containing the coronavirus. I was 

thinking in particular about southern states that have 

long stretches of beach along the ocean. The temptation 

and the pressure to open the beaches are having their 

effect: several governors have decided to take the step 

to be less than prudent; and people being human, want 

things to get “back to normal” as quickly as possible. 

 

All this talk of opening beaches takes me back a few 

years to 1968 when four other seminarians and I drove 

to Florida during Easter vacation. We didn’t have much 

money (we had just been ordained deacons; no money 

in that) and had one more year before ordination to the 

priesthood. We drove straight through, eating fast food 

and having a good time keeping the driver (we took 

turns) awake. We had two destinations: West Palm 

Beach and Boca Raton. One of the guys had an aunt 

who was a nun at Rosarian Academy, an exclusive all-

girls school. The students were away on Easter break 

so we had the place to ourselves. The nuns spoiled us 

and I guess we let them (we didn’t want to turn down 

anyone’s charity). They put us up in what were intended 

to be visiting bishops’ quarters and saw that we had 

some decent meals. In the evenings the nuns would 

walk along a pier in front of the school. Several splen-

did yachts were moored along the pier, one belonging 

to the Kennedy family. When the nuns told the skipper 

they had five seminarians who would love to have a 

ride on the boat, he said, “He had nothing to do all day 

after he took old Mr. Kennedy out in the morning,” 

and to bring us down.    

 

Well, we jumped at the opportunity. He took us up and 

down the Intercostal Waterway and then into the          

Atlantic. We spent several hours on the Kennedy yacht. 

What a day it was! Just a few months later Bobby 

Kennedy was assassinated which made our adventure 

all the more memorable and poignant in hindsight. 

St. Owen Catholic Church                             April 26, 2020 

Bloomfield Hills, MI                                                    248-626-0840                                                        www.stowen.org 

Luke 24:34 
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LITURGICAL  

COLOR: White 

 SCRIPTURE   

READINGS 

 

SATURDAY 

April 25 

 

1 Pt 5:5b-14 

Mk16:15-20 

 

SUNDAY 

April 26 

 

Acts 2:14, 22-33 

1 Pt 1:17-21 

Lk 24:13-35 

 

MONDAY 

April 27 

 

Acts 6:8-15 

Jn 6:22-29 

 

TUESDAY 

April 28 

 

Acts 7:51—8:1a 

Jn 6:30-35 

 

WEDNESDAY 

April 29 

 

Acts 8:1b-8 

Jn 6:35-40 

 

THURSDAY 

April 30 

Acts 8:26-40 

Jn 6:44-51 

 

FRIDAY 

May 1 

 

Acts 9:1-20 

Jn 6:52-59  

 

SATURDAY 

May 2 

 

Acts 9:31-42 

Jn 6:60-69 

 

SUNDAY 

May 3 

 

 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

1 Pt 2:20b-25 

Jn 10:1-10 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY  READINGS 

Sacrament Update 

Parish Confirmations scheduled 

for the remainder of 2020 are            

suspended until further notice.  

St. Owen First Communion is 

postponed. A new date will be  

announced by Jarrod Dillon. 

 

 

 

 

Links to live streaming Masses 

are available on these websites. 

In addition, Mass is broadcast  

on Local FOX2. Check your    

Sunday listings for station     

number on your cable schedule. 

Parish Center ___________________________                                       

Religious Formation (PreK-8 and RCIA) 

Jarrod Dillon 626-2300    

dre@stowen.org  

 

Christian Service  

Karen Heuer 626-2320 

karen.heuer@stowen.org 

   

 

Parish Maintenance  

Alex Brown                                             626-2458 

Parish Office                                           248-626-0840 

Office Admin, 

Judy Moenck 

 

Ext. 6

 

parishoffice@stowen.org 

 

Business Manager, 

Eva Ashor 

    

Ext. 3

 

eashor@stowen.org 

 

Youth Ministry, 

Mary Mills

  

Ext. 5 

248-932-5919 (home) ♦ stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com 

 

Music Minister, 

Bradley Lieto 

 

Ext. 4

 

lietoba@gmail.com 

ST. OWEN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

6869 Franklin Road ♦ Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 ♦ www.stowen.org 

Phone: 248-626-0840             Web address: www.stowen.org 

Deacon Mike Von Ende          

248-855-1941 (home) 

deaconmike@stowen.org 

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor 

248-626-0840     Ext. 1

 

jcronk@stowen.org 

CRONK’S CORNER, continued from page 1. 

Reluctantly we moved on down to Boca Raton where we rented a condo for a 

few days. Highlight there was splurging and going to a nightclub to catch   

Dionne Warwick who put on a great show. It was the very pinnacle of her 

popularity and was the only time we spent some bucks that weren’t for Burger 

Kings.   

 

I didn’t care for ocean swimming: I guess it took me by surprise that the 

ocean was so unpleasantly salty and there were often signs to beware of Men 

of War, stinging jelly fish. Never went back to Florida; never will. 

 

On our way back, we stopped at the Academy to say “Good-bye” to the nuns 

who had been such wonderful hosts to us. It was the Third Sunday of Easter 

and the Gospel was, as it is today, about the two disciples who encountered 

the Risen Lord on the road to Emmaus. Jesus joined the two and went to an 

inn in the evening with them. There he took bread, blessed it, broke it and 

gave it to them; and in St. Luke’s unforgettable phrase, they recognized the 

Lord in the breaking of the bread.   

 

I have had the privilege to be on many journeys over the years. I’ve seen most 

of the countries of Europe, some in great detail. We can find the goodness and 

kindness of Jesus everywhere. We only need eyes open to faith in order to see 

how he guides and nourishes us on our way through life in all its phases. As  

announced previously, I am entering into retirement this summer, a whole new 

journey for me. And I readily admit, a scary one. I have never not wanted to 

be a priest, or been a seminarian or had a parish to call my home. This will be 

new, different and like swimming in salt water, perhaps not entirely pleasant. 

But the road is there in front of me and, I have every confidence, I will           

encounter the Lord again and again along the way; he always has been part of 

my life’s journey. And he always will.  

 

            Padre   

“The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!” Then the two 

recounted what had taken place on the way and how he was made known 

to them in the breaking of the bread.  ~ Luke 24:34�35�
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Unprecedented 

Uncertainty 

Unheard Of 

Devastating 

Anxious  

If you are getting frustrated/tired of hearing these words day-in 

and day-out to describe the situation created by the pandemic, 

trust us, so are we. Maybe overused but these words offer   

perspective to current reality: No public Masses, No Eucharist, 

No confirmation celebrations, No hugs for hospice patients, etc. 

And families bearing guilt in addition to their grief when a 

“proper” burial for a loved one is out of the question. We search 

for words to describe our unpredictable and extraordinary      

circumstances. We keep coming back to that word:  

unprecedented. 

 

The pandemic’s negative impact on the church budget isn’t 

going away. Your parish needs your help. The church is not 

immune to the financial stress being experienced as a result of 

the “stay home, stay safe” directive.  

 

On a positive note, there has been a noticeable increase in the 

number of WeShare online givers and total dollars contributed 

online. I can’t thank you enough for acknowledging the 

need and making it a priority to give. 

Eva Ashor 

Business Manager 

248-626-0840 

eashor@stowen.org 

*Includes WeShare online giving.  

St. Owen Masses and activities on the premises       

are suspended until further notice. No additional 

information is available as this bulletin goes to 

press. When an update is available, it will be 

posted on the parish website and Facebook page. 

The AOD website will also provide updates 

about the resumption of public Masses. 

 

In addition, the parish office is closed until further 

notice, consistent with the directives of the state. 

Staff is maintaining essential services. Send an 

email or leave a voice mail message.  

STEWARDSHIP of Parish & People 

Let’s take care of one another by following all CDC and AOD 

guidelines and consider alternative ways to take care of our 

parish:  

(a) mail your offertory gift to parish office, or 

(b) give online via WeShare, or 

(c) auto pay with your bank or investment account, or 

(d) drop your church envelope off at the parish office.  

 

Thanks to everyone who is continuing            

to contribute!!  

 

Thanks to our new WeShare givers.   

      CONTACT :       eashor@stowen.org 

248-626-0840 

Want to join our social networking? 

We’re active on Facebook. 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Owen-Catholic-Church-

169244143089427/  

We invite your comments. 

Comment on a comment. Start a 

conversation. Post a memory. 

Share a picture. Post a message 

to Fr. Cronk. Are you listening 

to his weekly reflections? Let 

him know what you think. 

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTION REPORT 

Contributions received by mail April 16-23: $6,910   

 

Fiscal year July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 

 YTD Actual Contributed:   $630,281*         

 YTD Budgeted Contributions:   $672,028* 

 YTD Budget Shortfall:                    $  41,747 

A shortfall of $41,747 is unprecedented. 
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Hello Workcampers! 

 

What a month this has been! Thank you for your          

patience with this communication. I know most have 

been waiting to hear but I wanted to have further infor-

mation before I emailed the group and then needed to 

touch base with Fr. Cronk (my boss) to let him know 

of the developments.  

 

It is with a heavy heart that I have been informed the 

camps as planned are not taking place this summer. 

   

Additional information provided on a recent phone call 

with REACH staff includes: 

 

1. Our $50.00 deposits can be refunded or moved  

forward for next year. Please keep in mind, that 

$50/camper at this point is helping REACH 

keep their doors open. They have supplies they 

have paid for, staff, etc. Mike Jones has been       

running the camps for 35 years. St. Owen has been 

attending the camps for over 20 years, so part of 

me feels the deposits should just stay with them as 

we have always had a very good relationship with 

REACH. Seniors are welcome next year. If you 

would like your deposits returned, please let me 

know, no problem! If you would like it paid       

forward for next year, let me know. Either way, I 

need to communicate with REACH. 

Mary Mills          

Director of Youth Group 

248-932-5919 

stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com                                                                             

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

2. Most teens have turned in their CAN MONEY. 

That will be credited for next year. For those of 

you who have cans or can money in your posses-

sion, please turn in when able. It will be added to 

youth group fundraising. I still will need assistance 

with can and bottle returns when the return centers  

reopen as I am certain parishioners will continue to 

drop them off at the church. This is a very easy,  

lucrative fundraiser. 

 

3. The uncertainty of the unknown is too much of a    

      risk at this point for teens and chaperones. Depend-      

      ing on how everything shakes out, a local oppor- 

      tunity may arise, but as of the moment, nothing is  

      planned for obvious reasons. 

 

I truly am so very sorry to disappoint our teens, but at 

this point, their safety is my first priority. If you have 

any questions, please email or call. Stay well and have 

continued patience as we get through to the other end 

of this virus! 

 

PS: Most have moved deposits forward to next year. If 

you requested a refund, it will be mailed to you soon. 

 

“ 

As I read the newspaper and watch the stories online, I’m impressed by how many of you are agents 

of mercy in this difficult time, especially those who are doctors, nurses, health care professionals and 

first responders. We appreciate each of you on a deeper level for what you do, acting as God’s adopted 

sons and daughters, imitating the courage of Jesus and the mercy he made available.” 

 

Youth Group Calendar:      Sunday, April 26: Zoom Meeting, 7PM. Be sure to tune in! 

Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron 

April 19, 2020  
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back door of the parish center under the awning. If you are a 

parish family who needs help with groceries, please contact 

me and we will try to help. 

  

St. Vincent de Paul Clothing Drive: The dr ive that was 

scheduled for May 1- 3 has been canceled. The Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul has found it necessary to put a temporary hold 

on all clothing drives until further notice. In the meantime, we 

hope that you will hold onto your clean, usable clothing, house- 

ware and small appliance donations until we can get a new 

drive scheduled. 

 

POPE FRANCIS CENTER: In our  ongoing relationship 

with Pope Francis Center (PFC) downtown, especially as    

Detroit makes headlines as one of the country’s virus “hot 

spots,” we would like to continue to help support them. Jesuit 

Fr. Tim McCabe is the director of PFC and his sister Brigid 

McCabe is a valuable member of our Christian Service group. 

The number of vulnerable people the center is dedicated to 

serving (Detroiters experiencing homelessness) just continues 

to grow and there is increasing demand for food and supplies.  

Face masks are needed for the staff members who serve clients 

that live in cars, abandoned houses or on the street. The staff is 

looking for face mask donations to help keep them safe. The 

masks don’t have to specifically be N-95 masks. If you are 

making masks or have any masks you could donate to this 

worthy cause, contact me or drop them off under the awning at 

the back door of the parish center. I’ll make sure Pope Francis 

Center receives them. You can be assured the staff will be 

greatly appreciative. 

  

Pope Francis Center is now providing portable showers in a 

six stall mobile shower unit in their parking lot. They have  

also started serving hundreds of additional meals per day,     

currently 400-600 meals a day. They are in desperate need of 

individually wrapped granola bars, juice and bottled water.  

They have a wish list of most needed items on Amazon. Go to 

www.popefranciscenter.org and click on the wish list link or 

go directly to Amazon and search for Pope Francis Center 

wish list. Look through and do what you can to help. All items 

ordered should be shipped directly to the Pope Francis Center, 

438 St. Antoine, Detroit, MI 48226. 

 

DOING GOOD TOGETHER: Most parents have been        

suddenly thrust into the additional role of teacher, on top of 

working from home and other demands for their time. Several 

people have asked about projects they can do in service as a 

family with parents and kids together, that promote kindness and 

giving. They want to raise caring, engaged children. An excel-

lent resource is www.doinggoodtogether.org Check it out. 

 

       Have a great week! 

       Karen Heuer  

This new normal still does not feel normal. It doesn’t feel 

much like the Easter season. I find myself pondering how long 

the COVID-19 virus can live on surfaces even when I try not 

to. But in some ways, this might not be so different from the 

first Easter season. The apostles, hiding behind locked doors, 

confused, afraid, trying to be joyous, but really very fearful, it 

took awhile for the mystery of what was happening to unfold. 

   

In the midst of all this, things gradually began to change. The 

apostles heard talk of an empty tomb, and that He had appeared  

to some of them on more than one occasion. Gradually they 

became convinced and transformed. Although difficult, there 

are graces in celebrating Easter the way we had to this year, 

watching Mass online/TV and not being able to gather for a 

meal with our extended family. We have to look for the good 

in it, like taking care of others who might not even be related 

to us. We’re grabbing groceries or prescriptions for older 

neighbors or newfound camaraderie by simply waving to 

strangers while out for a walk. 

 

So now it’s looking like we have more weeks or who knows 

how long of staying home to contain COVID-19. It’s impossible 

to know what this summer will bring, especially for the cele-

brations that crowd the calendar during the months we spend 

more time outside. But maybe we can look at it as an oppor-

tunity. We’ll emerge from this, baby-stepping our way back 

into our old life where we attended Mass, hugged people, went 

about our daily lives without wearing masks. We’ll replace  

today’s uncertainty with memories and experiences to hang 

onto for life.  

 

Maybe this time is not about isolation, but germination. All of 

us experience a similar longing as winter wanes, spring strug-

gles to emerge (in the midst of sleet as I write), and we begin 

to dream about summer and all its verdant promises. I love 

watching daffodils emerging from the seemingly frozen ground 

standing tall with their bright yellow heads flowering. Next I 

watch for forsythia to bloom and new little leaves unfurl from 

the trees. I wait for the ground to warm up and like to plant 

seeds and watch and wait. For awhile, I see nothing. Gradually 

the seeds sprout, start to grow and become lovely. This is simi-

lar to our spiritual life, now that Lent is gone and Easter pointed 

us to the resurrection. Now what? Let the process of germina-

tion begin. 

 

RESPONDING TO THE CALL OF CHRIST: 

FOOD IS GOING FAST: Thanks to those who anonymously 

dropped food donations off for our food pantry or who sent 

checks to support purchasing more pantry items! We are doing 

our best to make sure no one goes without food. Current clients 

who have been just scraping by in the best of times have even 

greater needs than normal now due to children no longer         

receiving free meals at school, people losing their jobs, fur-

loughed, etc. The pantry shelves are getting bare. All food         

donations are being accepted. Current pantry greatest needs:  

canned tuna/salmon/chicken, chili, heartier soups, tomato sauce, 

diced tomatoes, juice, snacks, crackers, dish soap, laundry 

soap, toilet paper, facial tissue. Donations can be left at the 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Karen Heuer 

Director of Christian Service 

248-626-2320 

karen.heuer@stowen.org 



April 26, 2020     Page 6 Third Sunday of Easter 

 

 

Gregory Petzer (April 2020) 

Pam Biglin (Feb 2020) 

Jozef Wyszynski (Jan 2020) 

George Fenton (Dec 2019) 

Mimi Courtright (Dec 2019) 

Jalila Kainaya (Nov 2019) 

Betty Bright (Nov 2019) 

Lila Fenech (Nov 2019) 

Mary Lu Bennethum (Nov 2019) 

Pat Devine (Oct 2019) 

Sheila Callahan (Oct 2019) 

John Fenton (Sept 2019) 

Margaret Fuchs (Sept 2019) 

Mark Crawford (August 2019) 

Jennifer Roma (July 2019) 

Elizabeth Ebisawa (July 2019) 

Polly Brennan (July 2019) 

Rosie Rohlman (May 2019) 

Olivia Leigh (May 2019) 

Norma Tioran (May 2019) 

Anne Bouch (Mar 2019) 

Bayani Domingo (Mar 2019)  

Fred Hillard (Feb 2019) 

Jim Holden (Feb 2019) 

Donna Kelly (Sept 2018) 

Joann Holden (Aug 2018) 

John Kevin Drumm (July 2018) 

Sawyer Ziegelman (June 2018) 

Ray Winke (June 2018) 

Kenneth Roy (April 2017) 

Joe Kirwin (Dec 2017) 

Mark Trafeli (Nov 2017) 

Lilian Calati (Feb 2015) 

Harry Samuel (April 2015) 

Will Dreisig (Sept 2015) 

Randy Sax (Sept 2015) 

Colleen Appel (June 2014) 

Sandra Saunders (Sept 2012) 

Armed Forces & Veterans              

First Responders                                      

Missionaries 

   Healthcare Personnel 

 

Prayer List: 

Call Judy at 248-626-0840 with changes 

and additions to this list. 

 

************ 

 

St. Owen Prayer Line: 

In need of prayer or special intention?     

 

Call Rita Lou at 248-851-0595. 

If you have a special intention which  

you’d prefer remain confidential, may we 

suggest you request prayers from the  

Prayer Line ministry.  

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

My dear friends, 

 

I hope this finds you resting and finding some joy these 

days. It can be so easy to be consumed in the wake of 

what is happening and begin the slope of worry.       

Personally, I have been working to stay afloat mentally, 

emotionally and spiritually while accomplishing my new teacherly duties. Who'd have thought?  

Right?  

 

Our choir has been meeting each week (remotely) to keep spirits alive and share some social 

time. And I've been making videos of songs and sharing them in hopes to keep us going :) And 

somewhere along I began to ponder and be thankful for faith and what the great task of build-

ing it means. 

 

As you may have heard, a few weeks ago, the coronavirus visited my parents. And although 

they've been recovering and doing fine these days, what an experience and absolute horror it 

was. My brothers and I found ourselves discussing who would be going to take care of mom as 

dad's case worsened and he fought for his life. We found ourselves asking the hard questions: 

Are dad's affairs in order? Who has the power of attorney since mom has also contracted the 

virus? If she becomes too sick to sign the papers and speak legally what do we do? Will she be 

able to draw my father's pension that he earned from working for the railroad after so many years?  

 

Thankfully, through the grace of God and the hands of incredible medical professionals, my 

father recovered. Dad is a pretty stubborn Italianate sort of fellow and well, it was an ordeal 

even getting the ambulance there. But we did, and one thing led to another and he is home 

safely. In the midst of it all, I started to see the common bond I share with my brothers. You 

don't hear much about them. My brothers and I, I mean. We are all quite different and lead    

rather different lives. But mom and dad (thankfully) play a central, intersecting role in each of 

our stories. I am (as you may know) the middle of the five sons, which is honestly the best seat 

in the house, but that is something to share at another time. 

         

This is what I would say, though. The horror that this virus has been for all of us has been a 

nightmare. I don't pretend to want to keep it around or that it has been easy for any of us but it 

has reminded me of a great deal of things that are alive within each of us-things like dignity 

and generosity and humility. In the hours when I walked the journey of what this virus could 

have meant to me personally, I was privileged and honored to do so with many friends and  

colleagues of our beautiful parish family. They called and they wrote and they sent. They 

checked on me; we cried and prayed and sang while we were apart. And it changed my own 

path and provided me a light and some travel partners for the journey. 

         

Some things will come and go. I was reminded that each of us will go someday, probably        

before we are ready and without knowing how, God will tap us on the shoulder and say "come 

on, it's time." But of course - some things will go on forever - like faith, like hope, like love. 

Those are the things that are alive at St. Owen in every season: winter or spring, grief or joy. 

Thank you for making our parish family such a bright one with your presence. I am proud of 

us and the work we do together. 

         

Finally, I ask you to continue to pray. I received a mask from a friend at the parish who said, 

"Oh Brad probably doesn't have one of these." And I said, “Wow, how privileged I am to be 

muzzled :)” lol. In truth I was humbled. I mean after all, this was from someone I've always 

thought of as a singing sister . So, to my singing sister, thanks, you know who you are. Last 

but not least, let's continue to give. My pop was one of the lucky ones. The world will need all 

the generosity we can muster in the coming months and more. I think the old phrase is to gird 

your loins, but that is a topic for another day. Thank you for you and your presence in our   

story. I miss you! I can't WAIT to make music with you again! Until then - see you online! 

 

             Bradley 

Bradley Lieto 

Music Director 

248-626-0840 

lietoba@gmail.com 
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FRANKLIN AUTO 
SERVICE Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated • Since 1965
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248-626-2080

www.FranklinAutoService.com
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Open: 7AM-4PM - 7 Days a Week
33703 Woodward at 14 1/2 Mile Road

642-5775
A Great Experience Of Family Togetherness

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren • 313-278-0380
25685 W. 10 Mile Rd • 248-356-7625
www.monuments1947.com

1368 North Crooks Road (one block south of Maple)
Brigid G. Lynch  Parishioner  Bereavement Counselor

248-435-0660
www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com

LYNCH & SONS Funeral Directors

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service
248-213-9248

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

Josette Charboneau, REALTOR®

DESIGNATED SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

CELL: 248-882-3686
EMAIL: josette.charboneau@gmail.com

Parishioner 4130 Telegraph Rd., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

www.AJDesmond.com

2600 Crooks Road (Between Maple & Big Beaver) • 248-362-2500
Vasu, Rodgers & Connell Chapel

32515 Woodward (4 Blocks S. of 14 mile) 
248-549-0500

Price Chapel
3725 Rochester (Between Wattles & Big Beaver)

248-689-0700

FREE DESSERT 
WITH ENTREE PURCHASE. 

EXPIRES 5/31/20

248.949.9999
6608 Telegraph Rd.,
Bloomfield Twp
zaojunnewasian.com

6535 TELEGRAPH RD • BLOOMFIELD HILLS
AT THE CORNER OF TELEGRAPH AND MAPLE 248-646-8568
CALL & BOOK YOUR EVENT AT ANYTIME

Fundraiser or Catering
 TUESDAY 5PM-8PM DINNER W/YOUR FAVORITE CHARACTER
 FRIDAY   5PM-8PM FACE PAINTING & BALLOON ANIMALS 

15% OFF 
ALL DAY EVERY DAY

20% OFF EVERY DAY 
BETWEEN 3PM-5PM

10% OFF ALL DAY
EVERY DAY

KID’S 
NIGHTS

Contact Rick Soper to place an ad today! 
rsoper@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6474


