
May 10, 2020     Page   Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

 

CRONK’S CORNER, continued on following page .  

CRONK’S CORNER 

Happy Mother’s Day to the Moms in our parish family.  

Hope you are staying healthy and in God’s holy grace.   

Thanks for being that unique and indispensable person 

in our lives.  

 

*********   

 

The news about the length of time of coronavirus 

might be with us is not encouraging when we are all 

hoping for a return to a more normal or familiar way of 

life. But why dwell on the negative? The virus will  

only be tamed and contained when folks get more 

comfortable with the idea that isolation and “staying at 

home” are really effective means of avoiding it.   

 

So, for a bit of diversion, I thought I would tell you 

about my dogs, those steadfast little friends God gave 

us for our enjoyment and companionship. 

 

In my video in which I offered a reflection of Christ 

the Good Shepherd, I introduced my little buddy Joey.  

He’s been around since before I arrived at 

St. Owen and he is currently 11 years old. 

He was given to me as just a tiny pup by a 

family from Queen of Martyrs.   

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor                 

with Joey  

Bloomfield Hills, MI                                                    248-626-0840                                                        www.stowen.org 

Dachshunds have been my pet since I was a kid in 

grade school. I always told my Dad I wanted a Cocker 

Spaniel but his idea was different: a dachshund was 

his choice. We argued about it for years until I gave in 

and got my first wiener dog. He was black and a true 

thoroughbred, but I was young and didn’t know how 

to train him very well. He ran into the street in front of 

our house in Ferndale and was hit by a car just as I  

arrived home from school. It produced a sorrow I will 

never forget. 

 

It was a long time before I acquired another pet. I had 

been ordained in 1969 and a family in the parish where  

I had served as a deacon raised Dachshunds. They 

gave me one as an ordination gift. I arrived at my first 

parish, the holy oils still wet on my hand. The pastor 

told me: you stay or the dog stays; not both. I gave the 

pup to my nieces. They loved him for years. 

St. Owen Catholic Church                                 May 10, 2020 
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LITURGICAL  

COLOR: White 

 SCRIPTURE   

READINGS 

 

SATURDAY 

May 9 

 

Acts 13:44-52 

Jn 14:7-14 

 

SUNDAY 

May 10 

Mother’s Day 

 

Acts 6:1-7 

1 Pt 2:4-9 

Jn 14:1-12 

 

MONDAY 

May 11 

 

Acts 14:5-18/Jn 

14:21-26 

 

TUESDAY 

May 12 

 

Acts 14:19-28/Jn 

14:27-31a 

 

WEDNESDAY 

May 13 

 

Acts 15:1-6/Jn 

15:1-8 

 

THURSDAY 

May 14 

Acts 1:15-17, 20-

26/Jn 15:9-17 

 

FRIDAY 

May 15 

 

Acts 15:22-31/Jn 

15:12-17 

 

SATURDAY 

May 16 

 

Acts 16:1-10/Jn 

15:18-21 

 

SUNDAY 

May 17 

 

 

Acts 8:5-8, 14-

17/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 

14:15-21 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY  READINGS 

 

 

 

Links to live streaming Masses are 

available on these websites. In ad-

dition, Mass is broadcast on Local 

FOX2. Check your Sunday listings 

for your cable schedule. 

 

NEWS...NEWS...NEWS 

A “kid friendly” Mass for families 

with younger kids.  

   

This Sunday, May 10

th

  

Parish: St. Michael the  

 Archangel, Monroe  

Mass Time:  12:30pm   

Link to view: https://

www.facebook.com/

stmichaelmonroe 

 

 

AOD also livestreams the         

rosary. Check out an array of 

livestream/online liturgical 

events on the AOD website. 

ST. OWEN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

6869 Franklin Road ♦ Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 ♦ www.stowen.org 

Phone: 248-626-0840             Web address: www.stowen.org 

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor 

248-626-0840     Ext. 1

 

jcronk@stowen.org 

CRONK’S CORNER, continued from page 1. 

Scripture Reflections 

 Parish Office                                           248-626-0840 

     

Office Admin                          parishoffice@stowen.org  

     

Business Manager                        eashor@stowen.org 

First Reading: 

The word of God continued to spread,  

and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly. (Acts 6:7a) 

 

Psalm: 

Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. (Ps 33) 

 

Second Reading: 

You are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,  

a people of his own,  

so that you may announce the praises” of him  

who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 Pt 2:9) 

 

Gospel: 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me.” (Jn 14:6) 

 

           All rights reserved.©LPi 

 

When I became a pastor I thought, now, I’ll make my move. I was given an 

associate. He was allergic to dogs. My next associate hated dogs. My third 

associate was a mixed up fellow. No room for a dog. The next associate 

loved dogs; so along came my own dog after about 30 years. Of all the breeds 

I could have chosen I picked: you guessed it, a dachshund, and called him 

Rocky. Next came what I refer to as the Big Mistake: purchased Bassett 

Hound. Like a dachshund I thought. But Holy Cow! What an affectionate, 

drooling, stubborn, mass of flesh he was. He was a good dog, great with kids, 

but willful and just different. Mind of his own.   

 

Next was Louie, the perfect dog. I picked him up from a Saturday rescue   

display in front of a pet store. He too was a thoroughbred and he never seemed 

to forget that I gave him a real home. Best dog I could have ever wanted.  

Then, came Joey. A good frisky little fellow who has never seemed to get 

older or to slow down. He and I will enter retirement together. That should be 

fun. 

 

Now, because I want you to get in on the tale, I want you to guess what the 

names of my dogs mean. Some of you may know but most of you are probably 

wondering about the origins: not Spot or Duke or other common dogs names. 

 

Here’s a clue: Joey almost became Puperotti. Take it from there. 

 

             Padre 
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TEMPORARY HOLD  

 

Youth Group appreciates 

your donations of returna-

ble cans and bottles! We 

ask a favor of you: please 

hold off dropping cans/

bottles at the church for a 

few weeks. All return      

centers are temporarily 

closed per state directive. 

 

Thank you for your                

understanding.  

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP  

Please remember our parish:  

(a) mail your offertory gift to parish office, or 

(b) give online via WeShare, or 

(c) auto pay with your bank or investment account, or 

(d) drop your church envelope off at the parish office.  

 

Contributions received in the past 10 days: $10,790. 

Your giving is deeply appreciated.  

      CONTACT :       eashor@stowen.org 

248-626-0840 

We extend our deepest sympathy to the family        

and friends of 

 

Ray Winke 

April 21, 2020 

Service held at A.J. Desmond Funeral Home. 

 

James Brown 

April 30, 2020 

Graveside service at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. 

 

May the Good Shepherd open the gate to welcome  our 

brothers to rest with the Lord for all eternity.                 

Let salvation be theirs, O Lord. 

Since public Mass continues to be suspended, we are encouraged to attend Sunday Mass online or a 

broadcast channel. An Act of Spiritual Communion is an alternative to receiving Holy Eucharist. 
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the fields. It took a few concerned people to organize         

resources, volunteers and refrigerated trucks to capture that 

milk, and pack up the vegetables and get it all delivered to 

those in need. 

 

You can find out more about what hunger looks like. Check 

out the Gleaners Food Bank (gcfb.org), Forgotten Harvest 

(forgottenharvest.org) or FeedingAmerica.org websites.  

There is a network of more than 200 food banks and 60,000 

food pantries and soup kitchens around the U.S. There is a 

role for everyone to play to help solve this problem. All 

who have a heart for service can decide to help in some way 

because 37 million people is 37 million too many. We need 

to help as many people as we can to change those statistics.  

There are limited opportunities to help right now because of 

the COVID restrictions but there will be a need for many 

volunteers when things re-open. 

 

What can we do? Donate non-perishable food to our own 

St. Owen food pantry. Any items can be left at the back 

door of the parish center under the awning. THANK YOU 

to all the anonymous donors who left many food donations 

this week. Others donated funds for perishable items. So 

many of you stepped forward to help. May God richly bless 

you. 

   

In another matter, in the midst 

of this COVID-19 pandemic, I 

have found it very easy to be 

busy and somewhat productive. 

I find it difficult to sit still. 

There is always another phone 

call, e-mail or person to check 

on. I’ve learned a new skill: 

how to participate in a few 

meetings using the newly-popular Zoom technology. I am 

always thinking about the next thing that I need to do,      

produce or achieve or the next project to check off my list. 

But right now, circumstances are impeding my productivity, 

which makes me feel more behind. 

 

But what if that isn’t what God intended for us? What if 

God has a different way, a different perspective? I’m trying 

to remember that people in life matter more than the to-do 

list or scheduled activity. And I am realizing that the pause 

of the doorbell may be the most important activity I do.  

Answering the call to help someone out. Also pausing to 

read Scripture and pray, and hear God’s still small voice 

with His perspective and peace. What if God is inviting you 

The Fight Against Hunger 

In these special times of hugely rising unemployment due to 

the coronavirus effects on the economy, it’s obvious that 

there are many more people that are hungry. Our St. Owen 

community has packed food boxes at both Gleaners and 

Forgotten Harvest warehouses. We have donated food that 

helped supply the pantry and soup kitchen at Matchan        

Nutrition Center/St. Vincent de Paul in Pontiac. We have 

provided ingredients, cooked and served meals here at St. 

Owen for vulnerable homeless individuals through the 

South Oakland Shelter (S.O.S.) program, and at soup kitchens 

like Crossroads of Michigan in Detroit, the Pope Francis 

Center in Detroit and volunteered at the Capuchin Soup 

Kitchen. Others have consistently donated food and funds to 

use to feed others. One family wanted to help and is having 

a cow butchered and donating hundreds of pounds of beef to 

feed the hungry in Detroit. Suffice it to say that St. Owen 

parishioners care about people. Somewhere back there the 

good sisters taught us that when much is given, much is     

required and we remember. We are such a rich country and 

as Catholics and faithful believers, we just cannot look past 

people in need. We care and want to do our part! 

 

So many hungry people and many struggle with homeless-

ness too. With the downturn in the economy, many more 

may find themselves hungry for the first time ever. According 

to the United States Department of Agriculture, there are 37 

MILLION people in the U.S.---11 million of whom are  

children and more than 5 million elderly---who do NOT 

have consistent access to nutritious food. Unacceptable    

statistics for a rich country. No 

matter where you look, no 

matter which county, no   

matter how wealthy it may 

appear on the surface 

(including Bloomfield Hills), 

there is no county in this 

country that does not have 

residents who are suffering 

from food insecurity. Some 

hungry members of the community (including some who 

live right here in the neighborhood in Bloomfield Hills) find 

their way to the St. Owen food pantry. Some just need a 

temporary hand up for awhile and then are invested in being 

a part of the solution for other people. I’m proud of the work 

that St. Owen members are doing to help alleviate hunger. 

   

Let’s look at another statistic. Every year, 72 Billion pounds 

of perfectly edible food is going to landfills. Recently on the 

news we have seen pictures of cars lined up for miles and 

waiting for hours to get a box of food to feed their family.  

Our country, unlike many others, has the resources it needs 

to feed its people. This was also highlighted recently on the 

news as film showed dairy farmers washing millions of    

gallons of milk down the drains and vegetables rotting in 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Karen Heuer 

Director of Christian Service 

248-626-2320 

karen.heuer@stowen.org 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued on next page. 
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and me to just “Come and sit,” so that you can pause and be present with Him and let His peace transform your perspective? 

 

 “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly….” – Jesus 

 

********************* 

 

Last week, there was a story running on one of my Catholic websites titled “Ben and Jesus,” that tore at my heartstrings.  It 

is from “Facebook.com, real untold stories.”  I’ve included the transcript below but it’s even better to view it with the video 

and music. I hope you enjoy it. 

 

No friends came to see this factory worker in the hospital but what the nurse said to him left him 

speechless.   

 

A minister passing through his church in the middle of the day, decided to pause by the altar to see who 

came to pray.  Just then the back door opened, and a man came down the aisle.  The minister frowned 

as he saw the man hadn’t shaved in awhile.  His shirt was torn and shabby, and his coat was worn and 

frayed.  The man knelt down and bowed his head, then rose and walked away.  In the days that followed 

at precisely noon, the preacher saw this chap.  Each time he knelt just for a moment, a lunch pail in his 

lap.  Well, the minister’s suspicions grew with robbery a main fear.  He decided to stop and ask the man, 

“What are you doing here?”  The old man said he was a factory worker and lunch was half an hour.  

Lunchtime was his prayer time, for finding strength and power.  “I stay only a moment because the factory’s 

far away.  As I kneel here talking to the Lord, this is kinda what I say:  I just came by to tell you, Lord, how 

happy I have been since we found each other’s friendship and you took away my sin.  Don’t know much 

of how to pray but I think about you every day.  So, Jesus, this is Ben, just checking in today.” 

 

The minister feeling foolish, told Ben that it was fine.  

He told the man that he was welcome to pray there 

anytime.  “It’s time to go, and thanks,” Ben said as 

he hurried to the door.  Then the minister knelt there 

at the altar, which he’d never done before.  His cold 

heart melted, warmed with love, as he met with      

Jesus there.  As the tears flowed down his cheeks, he 

repeated old Ben’s prayer: “I just came by to tell you, 

Lord, how happy I’ve been since we found each       

other’s friendship and you took away my sin.  I don’t 

know much of how to pray but I think about you every 

day.  So, Jesus, this is me, just checking in today.” 

 

Past noon one day, the minister noticed that old Ben hadn’t come.  As more days passed and still no 

Ben, he began to worry some.  At the factory, he asked about him, learning he was ill.  The hospital staff 

was worried, but he’d given them a thrill.  The week that Ben was with them brought changes in the 

ward.  His smiles and joy contagious, changed people were his reward.  The head nurse couldn’t under-

stand why Ben could be so glad, when no flowers, calls or cards came, not a visitor he had.  The minister 

stayed by his bed.  He voiced the nurse’s concern: No friends had come to show they cared.  He had no-

where to turn.  

  

Looking surprised, old Ben spoke up and with a winsome smile; “The nurse is wrong, she couldn’t know.  

He’s been here all the while.  Every day at noon He comes here, a dear friend of mine, you see.  He sits 

right down and takes my hand, leans over and says to me: I just came by to tell you, Ben, how happy I 

have been since we have found this friendship and I took away your sin.  I think about you always and I 

love to hear you pray, and so Ben, this is Jesus, just checking in today.” 

 

We’ll be just fine if we check in with Jesus every day.  Have a great week! 

                 Karen Heuer  

                 248-626-2320 

                 karen.heuer@stowen.org 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued from previous page. 
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Want to join our social 

networking? 

St. Owen is active on  

Facebook. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/St

-Owen-Catholic-Church-

169244143089427/  

We invite your comments. 

Comment on a comment. 

Start a conversation. Post a 

memory. Share a picture. 

Post a message to Fr. Cronk. 

Are you listening to his 

weekly reflections? Let him 

know what you think. 

 

 

calmingthestorm.org 

The Archdiocese of Detroit 

announced a new campaign 

to assist people in need       

during the coronavirus          

pandemic. 

 

To help people get the         

physical, mental and spiritual 

support they need to get 

through this pandemic, the 

AOD team of missionaries 

has launched a new spiritual 

outreach and support                   

initiative.  

 

AOD has asked parishes to 

spread the word. 

 

Anyone who needs assis-

tance may pursue help: 

 

CALL 

313-237-4646 

TEXT 

‘SOS’ to 313-315-5758 

VISIT 

http://calmingthestorm.org/ 

Blessing of Mothers 

During the season of Easter, what a great time to remember our  

mothers and ask for God's blessing on them. It is God who ultimately 

gave us life. It is through God's unselfish love--mirrored in our mothers' 

willingness to associate their love with God's and take the risk to love 

us into life--that we have the opportunity for life. We remember our 

mothers this Mother's Day with much love. Let us pray for each of 

them: 

 

God our heavenly Father, 

you give to each the ability to share your generative love. 

Bless those women in our lives who mirror your love 

and bring forth life through their willingness 

to risk bringing new life into this world. 

Help us to show them our gratitude 

for the gift of life and the gift of a mother's love. 

May our life-giving God continue to bless them 

and show them his unfailing love. 

We ask this through Jesus, God's Son and our brother. 

Amen. 

May is the Month of Mary 

Mary is honored in May in as varied ways as the people who honor her. Parishes 

may have a daily recitation of the Rosary during May or erect a special May altar 

with a statue or picture of Mary as a reminder of Mary’s month. Additionally, it’s a 

tradition to crown the statue of Mary during May – a custom known as May 

Crowning. Often, the crown is made of beautiful blossoms representing Mary’s beauty and 

virtue. It’s also a reminder to the faithful to strive to imitate our Blessed Mother’s virtue in our 

own lives. May altars and crownings aren’t just “church” things. We can and should be doing 

the same in our homes. When we echo the customs and traditions of the Church in our homes 

– our domestic churches – we participate more fully in the life of the Church. 

Mary is Mother – your mother, my mother, Mother of the Church – and because she cares for 

all of us day-in-and-day-out without fail, interceding for us in even the tiniest matters. For 

that, she deserves an entire month in her honor. National Catholic Register, Marge Fenelon 
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Gregory Petzer (April 2020) 

Pam Biglin (Feb 2020) 

Jozef Wyszynski (Jan 2020) 

George Fenton (Dec 2019) 

Mimi Courtright (Dec 2019) 

Jalila Kainaya (Nov 2019) 

Betty Bright (Nov 2019) 

Lila Fenech (Nov 2019) 

Mary Lu Bennethum (Nov 2019) 

Pat Devine (Oct 2019) 

Sheila Callahan (Oct 2019) 

John Fenton (Sept 2019) 

Margaret Fuchs (Sept 2019) 

Mark Crawford (August 2019) 

Jennifer Roma (July 2019) 

Elizabeth Ebisawa (July 2019) 

Polly Brennan (July 2019) 

Rosie Rohlman (May 2019) 

Olivia Leigh (May 2019) 

Norma Tioran (May 2019) 

Anne Bouch (Mar 2019) 

Bayani Domingo (Mar 2019)  

Fred Hillard (Feb 2019) 

Jim Holden (Feb 2019) 

Donna Kelly (Sept 2018) 

Joann Holden (Aug 2018) 

John Kevin Drumm (July 2018) 

Sawyer Ziegelman (June 2018) 

Kenneth Roy (April 2017) 

Joe Kirwin (Dec 2017) 

Mark Trafeli (Nov 2017) 

Lilian Calati (Feb 2015) 

Harry Samuel (April 2015) 

Will Dreisig (Sept 2015) 

Randy Sax (Sept 2015) 

Colleen Appel (June 2014) 

Sandra Saunders (Sept 2012) 

Armed Forces & Veterans              

First Responders                                      

Missionaries 

   Healthcare Personnel 

 

         

Prayer List: 

Call Judy at 248-626-0840 with changes 

and additions to this list. 

 

************ 

 

St. Owen Prayer Line: 

In need of prayer or special intention?     

 

Call Rita Lou at 248-851-0595. 

If you have a special intention which  

you’d prefer remain confidential, may we 

suggest you request prayers from the  

Prayer Line ministry.  

 

 

Prayer During An Epidemic 

 

Lord Jesus, 

Hear our pleas, our Good Shepherd and Divine Physician. We         

implore your mercy in the wake of an outbreak of serious illness 

and disease. 

 

Guide our efforts to prevent contagion and make preparations to 

care for those most vulnerable. Assist all professionals and volun-

teers who work to eradicate the epidemic now spreading. May our 

actions be marked by your steadfast love and selfless service and 

never by panic and fear. 

 

Bestow your comfort and healing to the sick, sustain and strengthen 

them by your grace. May they know your closeness as they carry 

the cross of illness. 

 

And may all who have been called from this life come to worship 

you eternally with all the saints as you grant consolation and peace 

to their mourners. Amen 

 

Holy Mary, Health of the sick, pray for us. 

St. Joseph, Hope for the sick, pray for us. 

Source: OSV Faith and Common Sense 

 

From Archbishop Vigneron 

In the Archdiocese of Detroit, the 

weekly Rosary is another demon-

stration of our confident hope that 

Our Lady intercedes with love  

before her Son for all of us who 

seek strength, hope and healing. 

Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us! 
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ROYAL OAK — It’s a time of constant need.  

 The unending calls for visits, the long shifts in protective 

gear, the dozens upon dozens of people desperate for a comforting 

word while fighting a disease of which doctors have little under-

standing and even fewer means in fighting — it’s a battlefield 

mentality. But that’s life right now for Fr. Jeff Allan, a chaplain 

resident serving with the spiritual care services team of Beaumont 

Health in Royal Oak.  

 If Pope Francis’ conception of the Church is one of a “field 

hospital,” Fr. Allan and clergy and lay chaplains across southeast 

Michigan are doing some of the hospital’s most essential work.  

“Perhaps because of the gravity of the situation, people gravitate 

to people of faith, hope and above all, love,” Fr. Allan told Detroit 

Catholic. “That’s what chaplains offer. That's what our Catholic 

Church can offer. God can bring about a great good, no matter 

what happens.” 

 As Michigan grapples with the COVID-19 pandemic, with 

36,641 cases in the state and 3,085 deaths as of April 24, hospital 

chaplain teams are comforting the ill, witnessing to the suffering, 

administering the sacraments where possible, and being a presence of 

Christ to those who badly need it. 

 “People are scared; there is a lot of fear in the hearts of   

people,” Fr. Allan said. “It’s not only the patients and families, 

but everyone is a little scared. People in the hospital are looking 

for Christ; they’re looking for hope.” 

 While outside clergy and visitors aren’t currently allowed, 

Beaumont, like most hospitals, is staffed with a diversity of quali-

fied professional chaplains of many faiths. Like the doctors and 

nurses caring for patients, when Fr. Allan makes his rounds, he 

wears protective gear including an N95 mask, gown, face shield 

and gloves, and washes his hands regularly. 

 He still visits the rooms of non-COVID-19 patients, and for 

those infected with the coronavirus, he utilizes phone calls and 

“telechaplaincy” devices to stay in touch with patients and their 

loved ones reaching out for hope. 

 

Adjusting to ministry during a pandemic 

 Hospital chaplains have necessarily adjusted how they      

minister during the pandemic, from reserving Communion for  

those who are dying to using phones, tablets and laptops to minister 

to those in need. 

 Chaplains must use extra precautions in order to limit the 

human-to-human spread of the virus in case any patient-or chaplain- 

is asymptomatic, said Fr. Luke Iwuji, chaplain at St. Mary Mercy 

Hospital in Livonia, part of the Trinity Health system. 

 “Before the coronavirus, I would see an average of about 20 

to 25 people a day in person, but now, we reach out to patients 

through telephone, especially those who are suspected to have the 

coronavirus,” Fr. Iwuji said. “Overall, we take all the measures 

they have put in place, making sure we use masks and gowns. But 

the room visits have been cut drastically, so we rely more on     

telephones.” 

 Despite the fact that chaplains cannot physically visit those 

suffering from COVID-19, chaplains are using telemedicine to 

speak with patients and their families, pray the rosary with them 

and listen to their concerns. 

 When the sacraments aren’t possible, chaplains can offer 

spiritual advice — including how to pray an act of perfect contri-

tion — to put patients’ minds at ease. 

 While chaplains are essential care workers, they’re also 

mindful of the shortage of personal protective equipment that is 

desperately needed on the front lines. 

 “We have to be very careful that every time a chaplain 

gowns up and uses a mask that it isn’t taking one from a bedside 

caregiver,” said Beverly Beltramo, director of spiritual care for 

Ascension Michigan, a Catholic health system that operates a half

-dozen hospitals in Metro Detroit. “So we have to find other ways 

to be present and minister to people. But our chaplains are still in 

the hospital, available 24/7, as they have always been.” 

 

 

 

Reprinted from online publication: 

Detroit Catholic. 

 

Continued on following page, Hospital Chaplains 

Fr. Jeff Allan, a priest of the Archdiocese of Detroit, serves as a chaplain at     

Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak. “Because of the gravity of the situation, people 

gravitate to people of faith, hope and above all, love, Fr. Allan said. 

(Photo courtesy of Beaumont Health) 

CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS Frontline Heroes 
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Want to subscribe to Detroit Catholic  

email newsletters?  

 

Daily, weekly and monthly newsletters are available. Each 

edition delivers stories of how God is at work renewing the 

Church throughout the Archdiocese. 

  

Go to: detroitcatholic.com/subscribe  

 Beltramo oversees an estimated 50 chaplains at Ascension 

Health System locations across the state from various denomina-

tions and backgrounds.  

 Each Ascension location has between one and five chaplains 

assigned, working eight-hour shifts five days a week and available 

on call, Beltramo said. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, a chap-

lain might see up to 10-20 patients a day, but those numbers have 

increased. 

 All chaplains have a graduate degree in theology or ministry 

and have completed 1,600 hours of internship and residency in 

clinical pastoral education, Beltramo said. 

 “Our chaplains meet people where they are spiritually,”  

Beltramo said. “If I’m a (Catholic) chaplain, I might be with a 

family that is Jewish or a family that is Buddhist or Baptist or 

maybe a family that maybe believes in God but isn’t too sure.” 

 For Fr. Iwuji, bringing hope and consolation to people in 

their hour of need is paramount to what it means to be a priest. 

 “When you pray with (patients) over the phone, sometimes 

they are crying, but they are tears of gratitude,” Fr. Iwuji said. 

“People are beginning to realize that this, too, will come to pass. 

God is in control.” (Valaurian Waller | Detroit Catholic)  

 “This is one of the things you think about in your calling as 

a priest, that God is calling you to be here for all these people,” 

Fr. Iwuji said. “It’s probably not how you expected you would 

serve, but you know you have been called in such a way to help 

these people. 

 “When you pray with them over the phone, sometimes they 

are crying, but they are tears of gratitude,” Fr. Iwuji added. “They 

understand you can’t expose yourself to someone who is (COVID

-positive) or under suspicion. It’s not been easy, but gradually, 

people are beginning to realize that this, too, will come to pass. 

God is in control.” 

 

A listening ear for patients, families and staff 

 Catholic priests, rabbis, imams, other ordained clergy and 

professional lay ministers serving as hospital chaplains are part-

time or full-time staffers deemed essential care workers.  

 Regardless of religious faith, chaplains are listening posts, 

praying with people and letting them know of the love of God. 

But spiritual care isn’t just provided for patients and their fami-

lies. As doctors, nurses, health care teams and support staff spend 

long hours — sometimes entire 24-hour periods — away from 

their families confronting the daily ravages of the pandemic, 

chaplains are alongside them providing much-needed support. 

 “There is a lot of relationship-building that goes on around 

the hospital,” Fr. Allan said. “As a chaplain, you get to know  

people and you see a lot of familiar faces.” 

 The pressures of hospital life can take a physical, spiritual 

and emotional toll on those caring for a larger-than-usual number 

of patients, Fr. Allan said. 

 “As a chaplain, you build rapport with these people who are 

seeing these cases over and over again,” Fr. Allan said. “Many of 

them really want to talk, to express their feelings, their fears, their 

hopes, especially many who have a faith rooted in Christ.” 

 In addition to phone calls to patients and families, Beltramo 

said Ascension is using telemedicine to offer spiritual care to  

everyone, including staff. 

 “Every day at noon, we have a Zoom hangout with people 

across Ascension — not just chaplains — coming together to pray 

the rosary across all our sites,” Beltramo said. “For the pope’s 

(extraordinary urbi et orbi) blessing, we came together, and people 

dialed in to pray together.” 

 Beltramo added Ascension makes Masses celebrated in the 

chapel available on closed-circuit television, as well as regular 

devotions such as the Lord’s prayer, so patients can watch in their 

rooms. 

 “I think it makes a difference to people, knowing that Mass 

is being said in the building for them,” Beltramo said. 

 Mass is also still celebrated in Beaumont’s spiritual care 

center, with a broadcast playing on a closed-circuit channel on the 

hospital television station, Fr. Allan said. In addition to Mass, 

Beaumont’s chaplains lead a weekly nondenominational Christian 

service, Jewish service and meditation service, and prayer sessions 

are held with hospital workers. Beaumont Royal Oak also is  

launching a 24/7 “Spirit of Hope” inspiration program on the 

closed-circuit channel, 52.7, to encourage all who tune in. 

 As the situation, protocols and procedures evolve, so does 

the ministry. But one thing remains the same: people are still 

looking for hope, and chaplains are right there to provide it. 

 “The storm is unclear, and we don’t know when it will be 

over,” Fr. Allan said. “But when you look at what hospitals are 

doing and what the Church is offering online — the spiritual       

retreats, Masses, the different prayers and things families can do 

through electronic means — people are grateful to have that and 

are grateful we are here.  

 “There is always a light of hope, even when it seems dark.” 
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“When you pray with people over the phone, sometimes they are crying, 

but they are tears of gratitude,” Fr. Iwuji said. “It’s not been easy, but 

gradually, people are beginning to realize that this, too, will come to 

pass. God is in control.” Chaplain at St. Mary Mercy, Livonia. (Valaurian Waller)  
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FRANKLIN AUTO 
SERVICE Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated • Since 1965
brakes • exhaust • tires • steering • shocks

32725 Franklin Road • Franklin
248-626-2080

www.FranklinAutoService.com

St. Owen Church
stowen.weshareonline.org
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Open: 7AM-4PM - 7 Days a Week
33703 Woodward at 14 1/2 Mile Road
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A Great Experience Of Family Togetherness

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren • 313-278-0380
25685 W. 10 Mile Rd • 248-356-7625
www.monuments1947.com

1368 North Crooks Road (one block south of Maple)
Brigid G. Lynch  Parishioner  Bereavement Counselor

248-435-0660
www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com

LYNCH & SONS Funeral Directors

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service
248-213-9248

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

Josette Charboneau, REALTOR®

DESIGNATED SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

CELL: 248-882-3686
EMAIL: josette.charboneau@gmail.com

Parishioner 4130 Telegraph Rd., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

www.AJDesmond.com

2600 Crooks Road (Between Maple & Big Beaver) • 248-362-2500
Vasu, Rodgers & Connell Chapel
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248-549-0500

Price Chapel
3725 Rochester (Between Wattles & Big Beaver)

248-689-0700

FREE DESSERT 
WITH ENTREE PURCHASE. 

EXPIRES 5/31/20

248.949.9999
6608 Telegraph Rd.,
Bloomfield Twp
zaojunnewasian.com

6535 TELEGRAPH RD • BLOOMFIELD HILLS
AT THE CORNER OF TELEGRAPH AND MAPLE 248-646-8568
CALL & BOOK YOUR EVENT AT ANYTIME

Fundraiser or Catering
 TUESDAY 5PM-8PM DINNER W/YOUR FAVORITE CHARACTER
 FRIDAY   5PM-8PM FACE PAINTING & BALLOON ANIMALS 

15% OFF 
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10% OFF ALL DAY
EVERY DAY
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