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Links to live streaming Masses 

are available on these web-

sites. In addition, Mass is 

broadcast on Local FOX2. 

Check your Sunday listings for 

your cable schedule. 

 

AOD also live streams the         

rosary. Check out an array of 

live stream and online liturgical 

events on the AOD website. 

ST. OWEN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

6869 Franklin Road ♦ Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 ♦ www.stowen.org 

Phone: 248-626-0840             Web address: www.stowen.org 

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor 

248-626-0840     Ext. 1

 

jcronk@stowen.org 

A 

fter reading last week’s edition of Cronk’s Corner, 

(and you always read it from week to week), I’m 

sure, you are probably convinced that I have gone to 

the dogs. Let’s just blame it on corona cabin fever. We 

are excused if we all feel a little batty these days. 

 

My column consisted of a listing of canine companions 

I have enjoyed in my years as a priest. It took a while 

to get going because I had several associate pastors, all 

of whom didn’t want a dog in the rectory for one reason 

or another. 

 

I asked you to try to figure out how my little guys got 

their names. Gail Kearney hit it pretty much right on 

the head. I said that Joe, my present scamp, almost got 

the name of Pupperotti, and she figured out that I have 

a great love for classical music. I’ll just mention the 

dogs and tell you who they are named after.   

 

Rocky was named after Rachmaninoff, a composer of 

gloriously romantic music, always one of my favorites.   

Rocky was very short lived but a loving little guy he 

was. Next came my big mistake. Couldn’t find a 

dachshund, so why not a Bassett Hound? Different 

breed, different personality, certainly a different size 

and stubborn as molasses. He was loving, faithful, but 

what a mind of his own. If we went for a walk, he would 

stop when he was done and that was it. No budging 

that guy. His name was Gus, short for Gustav Mahler, 

Gus for short. He helped introduce me to many of the 

folks of the parish I was founding, St. James of Novi.  

Everybody got to know Gus; I mean the whole parish.  

He was a hit but what a menace in so many ways. 

CRONK’S CORNER 

Rev. James F. Cronk, Pastor                 

with Joey  

 Parish Office                                           248-626-0840 

     

Office Admin                          parishoffice@stowen.org  

     

Business Manager                        eashor@stowen.org 

Then came my best dog, Louie. He was an adopt-a-dog, 

but a thoroughbred dachshund. Papers and all. I never 

found out why someone didn’t want him before I got 

him. Louie was just about the perfect dog. Never did 

anything wrong, well hardly ever. He seemed to be 

eternally grateful that I gave him a home. When he died, 

I said I was done with dogs, but along came Halloween 

and a family gave me the little guy I 

have now. The whole family dressed in 

Godzilla costumes and brought this        

tiny, little guy to the rectory at Queen 

of Martyrs. “He’s yours if you want 

him.” Well I couldn’t say no and now 

11 years later we are still together and 

getting ready for the move to Rochester 

Hills. Joey is loyal beyond belief. If I open the door, he 

would not think of running. He stays with Judy and her 

husband if I’m not up to keeping him.   

 

God gives us pastors parishioners, not as friends although 

they often become so. And dogs are not kids or children. 

They are creatures God gives us for companionship 

and joy. A sure sign of how wonderful God is to us.   

 

And dogs don’t carry the virus. They are just there. I 

think St. Francis of Assisi was onto something. 

 

         Padre 

Baby Joey  

LAST MINUTE INFORMATION…..JUST IN 

Archbishop Vigneron released a letter addressed “Dear brothers and sisters,” in which he 

indicates parishes in the diocese may return to public Mass. Returning to public Mass is 

tied to several liturgical directives and guidelines (several=6 pages) so Mass may be   

celebrated as a communal celebration as it is meant to be while moving forward with 

“prudent precautions firmly in place.” Having just received this letter, Fr. Cronk and       

advisors have yet to digest the directives. Once a plan is formulated and all pre-opening 

requirements are completed, we will announce the St. Owen schedule.  

 

The complete text of Archbishop Vigneron’s letter including the directives and guidelines 

is available on the AOD.org website. Also, if you provide your email to AOD, future commun- 

ications will be sent to you via email. 
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LITURGICAL  

COLOR: White 

 SCRIPTURE   

READINGS 

 

SATURDAY 

May 16 

 

Acts 16:1-10 

Jn 15:18-21 

 

SUNDAY 

May 17 

 

 

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 

1 Pt 3:15-18 

Jn 14:15-21 

 

MONDAY 

May 18 

 

Acts 16:11-15 

Jn 15:26—16:4a 

 

TUESDAY 

May 19 

 

Acts 16:22-34 

Jn 16:5-11 

 

WEDNESDAY 

May 20 

 

Acts 17:15, 22—18:1 

Jn 16:12-15 

 

THURSDAY 

May 21 

Acts 18:1-8 

Jn 16:16-20 

 

FRIDAY 

May 22 

 

Acts 18:9-18 

Jn 16:20-23 

 

SATURDAY 

May 23 

 

Acts 18:23-28 

Jn 16:23b-28 

 

SUNDAY 

May 24 

 

Ascension of 

the Lord 

 

 

Acts 1:1-11 

Eph 1:17-23 

Mt 28:16-20 

 

 

 

  

 

WEEKLY  READINGS 

TEMPORARY HOLD.  

 

Youth Group appreciates 

your donations of returna-

ble cans and bottles! We 

ask a favor of you: please 

hold off dropping cans/

bottles at the church for a 

few weeks. All return      

centers are temporarily 

closed per state directive. 

 

Thank you for your                

understanding.  

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP  

Please remember our parish:  

(a) mail your offertory gift to parish office, or 

(b) give online via WeShare, or 

(c) auto pay with your bank or investment account, or 

(d) drop your church envelope off at the parish office.  

 

Contributions received in the past 7 days: $7,900 

Your giving is deeply appreciated.  

      CONTACT :       eashor@stowen.org 

248-626-0840 

Scripture Reflections 

First Reading: 

 Then they laid hands on them  

 and they received the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:17) 

Psalm: 

 Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. (Ps 66) or Alleluia. 

Second Reading: 

 For Christ also suffered for sins once,  

 the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous,  

 that he might lead you to God. (1 Pt 3:18a) 

Gospel: 

 “I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 

 In a little while the world will no longer see me,  

 but you will see me, because I live and you will live.” (Jn 14:18-19) 

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 

All rights reserved.©LPi 

 

Thursday, May 21: The Ascension of the Lord (This is not a holy day of obligation in the 

Archdiocese of Detroit. Thursday Scripture Readings for the Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 

47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to the family and 

friends of 

 

Immad Daboul 

Brother of Magda Najjar and Sousan Daboul 

 

Come to me and I will give you rest. 

  May is the Month of Mary 

Say a rosary or join AOD’s livestream rosary. 
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We know this good, true Shepherd, who never leaves 

his flock untended. 

 

Even though I walk in the dark valley,  

I fear no evil… 

 

We are indeed in a dark valley, but we do know Him 

who is the Way. As generations of fathers and mothers 

in the faith have done before, we turn to our God for 

guidance. Our good God will never let us down. He is 

always faithful and will never, I repeat, let us down. 

We thank Him, remembering the next part of that psalm: 

 

…for you are at my side. 

 

With every believer on the face of this earth, and with 

the long line of faithful believers who have gone before 

us and faced unthinkable trials, I recall Christ’s pa-

tience, his goodness to those around him and his love 

for each one of us. I ask him to continue to walk with 

us. We hope and pray, that we will soon find a vaccine 

for this disease, and that it will be made widely availa-

ble for everyone who needs it, rich or poor. But in the 

meantime, it’s a reminder to us that we are never in  

total control of our lives; that we can never eliminate 

every misfortune or heal every illness. Ultimately, our 

trust has to be in something more solid than we can  

ever find here on earth. Ultimately, God alone is our 

security. We have to trust Him. We are not abandoned.  

He is with us in the midst of the crisis. 

   

Believe that God can bring good out of anything. How 

often have you heard: “Thank God for my faith. What 

would I do without it?” Those who have faith have an 

advantage, a special source of comfort and inspiration, 

especially when the inevitable trouble strikes. We know 

that God will be good to us in the end, both in this world 

and in the next. We never lose hope. 

   

Only goodness and kindness  

follow me all the days of my life; 

And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord  

for years to come. 

 

 

As this pandemic and the stay at home restrictions drag 

on and on, there come times in the lives of all believers 

when we wonder “How much longer Lord?” and pray 

to just accept even though we cannot understand or 

make sense of what’s happening. It’s at such times that 

we really need strong faith, but it’s precisely at such 

times, that our faith can get a bit shaky and even fail us. 

 

Yes, it’s easy to convince ourselves that we have strong 

faith when things are going well; the economy is 

booming; food is on the table, bills are paid and the 

bank account balance is stable or increasing. Yet, when 

a crisis arises like the sudden appearance of COVID-

19, we discover just what kind of faith we have, or if 

we have any faith at all. Of course, there are people 

who think that if God was with them, and if He really 

loved them, then no storm would ever hit them. Life 

should be all smooth sailing. So when a storm does hit 

them, they experience a deep crisis of faith, thinking 

that God has abandoned them. 

 

But, for many of us, life had been going so well and 

we had come to believe that we were in control of our 

lives, that we had a cure for every disease, and that we 

could fend off all the dangers that threaten our security. 

We have built up solid walls to protect us against every 

unwanted guest. But, now our walls have been breached, 

and the unwanted guest is invisibly lurking. This virus 

has spun out of control, is highly contagious, and it is 

invisible. We can’t see it to fight it. Our securities no 

longer seem so secure and we don’t know where to turn. 

 

Whether we are facing sudden unemployment, bills  

piling up, sickness and worry, trying to recover 

from COVID—or we’re just stir-crazy with staying-   

at-home, we are all being stretched way beyond 

the wildest dreams we could have had three 

months ago. So many people have been hurled into 

the unexpected, and yet it’s true: those of us who 

are not on ventilators have much to be grateful for. 

We are having a hard time figuring out what to do, 

where to turn and we keep wondering, “what’s next?” 

 

It seems the only sure thing to do is to read Scripture.  

Psalm 23, always a favorite, helps us pray just as it has 

for millions of souls in times past. Together, we pray: 

 

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want 

In verdant pastures, he gives me repose; 

Beside restful waters he leads me; 

He refreshes my soul. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Karen Heuer 

Director of Christian Service 

248-626-2320 

karen.heuer@stowen.org 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued on next page. 
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Gregory Petzer (April 2020) 

Pam Biglin (Feb 2020) 

Jozef Wyszynski (Jan 2020) 

George Fenton (Dec 2019) 

Mimi Courtright (Dec 2019) 

Jalila Kainaya (Nov 2019) 

Betty Bright (Nov 2019) 

Lila Fenech (Nov 2019) 

Mary Lu Bennethum (Nov 2019) 

Pat Devine (Oct 2019) 

Sheila Callahan (Oct 2019) 

John Fenton (Sept 2019) 

Margaret Fuchs (Sept 2019) 

Mark Crawford (August 2019) 

Jennifer Roma (July 2019) 

Elizabeth Ebisawa (July 2019) 

Polly Brennan (July 2019) 

Rosie Rohlman (May 2019) 

Olivia Leigh (May 2019) 

Norma Tioran (May 2019) 

Anne Bouch (Mar 2019) 

Bayani Domingo (Mar 2019)  

Fred Hillard (Feb 2019) 

Jim Holden (Feb 2019) 

Donna Kelly (Sept 2018) 

Joann Holden (Aug 2018) 

John Kevin Drumm (July 2018) 

Sawyer Ziegelman (June 2018) 

Kenneth Roy (April 2017) 

Joe Kirwin (Dec 2017) 

Mark Trafeli (Nov 2017) 

Lilian Calati (Feb 2015) 

Harry Samuel (April 2015) 

Will Dreisig (Sept 2015) 

Randy Sax (Sept 2015) 

Colleen Appel (June 2014) 

Sandra Saunders (Sept 2012) 

Armed Forces & Veterans              

First Responders                                      

Missionaries 

   Healthcare Personnel 

 

         

Prayer List: 

Call Judy at 248-626-0840 with changes 

and additions to this list. 

 

************ 

 

St. Owen Prayer Line: 

In need of prayer or special intention?     

 

Call Rita Lou at 248-851-0595. 

If you have a special intention which  

you’d prefer remain confidential, may we 

suggest you request prayers from the  

Prayer Line ministry.  

 

 

Missing the Eucharist 

I know that we are still grateful for having the ability to participate in the Mass at 

home, whether on TV or livestreamed online. But I have heard from many           

expressing sadness about not being able to gather and worship. Not being able to 

share the Eucharist is so disappointing for many. How long before we can come 

to Mass? There are rumblings that we may re-open soon under a strict set of      

directives from Archbishop Vigneron. We’ll have to wait and see what happens. 

Stay tuned! 

    

But we know that Catholics throughout history have had this same problem and 

have suffered from a deprivation of the Eucharist. Those first ones, those original 

Christians, until Constantine legalized the religion, had to sneak and hide to cele-

brate the Eucharist. They were heavily persecuted if they were caught and they 

inevitably surrendered their lives for having received the Eucharist. They used  

secret codes and signs, like the fish symbol, to identify a home where the Eucharist 

was to be celebrated, after dark. 

 

In more recent times, Catholics have been deprived of the Eucharist in all the 

troubled spots on our planet. In some Muslim countries, it is completely banned.  

During WWII when Hitler was afraid of the Church and its teaching, Catholics 

were deprived of celebrating the Eucharist. 

 

The great story of Fr. Maximillian Kolbe, recently canonized a saint, shows us 

how important the Eucharist was to those poor, persecuted Polish Catholics. Fr. 

Kolbe saved all his bread from the miserable meals served to them in Auschwitz-  

a few pieces of stale, rancid and moldy bread. He would bring it back to the barracks 

and in the darkness, say Mass. Then, quietly and reverently, all the prisoners would 

receive the Body of Christ, in the substance of the crumbs of bread. 

 

We are NOT the first to suffer this deprivation. We will not be the last. The    

wonderful thing about this is that the more we long for it and miss it, the deeper is 

our faith in the Real Presence of Christ in that meal which is so special to all of 

us. Absence does, after all, make the heart grow fonder! 

 

 

************* 

 

FOOD PANTRY: Thank you for  the incredible response 

with food donations anonymously left at the door. YOU re-

stocked the pantry and we are all set for the time being. THANK 

YOU for helping feed those who arrive here hungry. I’ll let you 

know when supplies dwindle down again. 

 

          Happy Eastertide, 

          Karen Heuer 

          karen.heuer@stowen.org 

          248- 626-2320 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued from previous page. 

Manresa is posting a brief video on its website every Tuesday and Friday. 

Talks are based on the day’s Mass readings. The schedule of presenters is 

available on the website. The Manresa team hopes the presentations will 

provide spiritual nourishment during the days they are unable to serve in  

person. WEBSITE: www.manresa-sj.org 
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Want to join our social 

networking? 

St. Owen is active on  

Facebook. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/St

-Owen-Catholic-Church-

169244143089427/  

We invite your comments. 

Comment on a comment. 

Start a conversation. Post a 

memory. Share a picture. 

Post a message to Fr. Cronk. 

Are you listening to his 

weekly reflections? Let him 

know what you think. 

 

 

calmingthestorm.org 

The Archdiocese of Detroit 

announced a new campaign 

to assist people in need       

during the coronavirus          

pandemic. 

 

To help people get the         

physical, mental and spiritual 

support they need to get 

through this pandemic, the 

AOD team of missionaries 

has launched a new spiritual 

outreach and support                   

initiative.  

 

AOD has asked parishes to 

spread the word. 

 

Anyone who needs assis-

tance may pursue help: 

 

CALL 

313-237-4646 

TEXT 

‘SOS’ to 313-315-5758 

VISIT 

http://calmingthestorm.org/ 

Under your protection, we seek refuge, 

Holy Mother of God.  

Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial,  

but deliver us from every danger,  

O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

Pope Francis Prayer 

To Protect the World 

 

O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope.  

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,  

who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.  

You, Salvation of the Faithful, know what we need,  

and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee,  

we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,  

to conform to the will of the Father and to do as we are told by Jesus,  

who has taken upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows to lead us, 

through the cross,  

to the joy of the resurrection. Amen 
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10% OFF  •  MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FRANKLIN AUTO 
SERVICE Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated • Since 1965
brakes • exhaust • tires • steering • shocks

32725 Franklin Road • Franklin
248-626-2080

www.FranklinAutoService.com

St. Owen Church
stowen.weshareonline.org
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Open: 7AM-4PM - 7 Days a Week
33703 Woodward at 14 1/2 Mile Road

642-5775
A Great Experience Of Family Togetherness

WIETECHAS
MONUMENT CO.

22602 W. Warren • 313-278-0380
25685 W. 10 Mile Rd • 248-356-7625
www.monuments1947.com

1368 North Crooks Road (one block south of Maple)
Brigid G. Lynch  Parishioner  Bereavement Counselor

248-435-0660
www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com

LYNCH & SONS Funeral Directors

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service
248-213-9248

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

Josette Charboneau, REALTOR®

DESIGNATED SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

CELL: 248-882-3686
EMAIL: josette.charboneau@gmail.com

Parishioner 4130 Telegraph Rd., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

www.AJDesmond.com

2600 Crooks Road (Between Maple & Big Beaver) • 248-362-2500
Vasu, Rodgers & Connell Chapel

32515 Woodward (4 Blocks S. of 14 mile) 
248-549-0500

Price Chapel
3725 Rochester (Between Wattles & Big Beaver)

248-689-0700

FREE DESSERT 
WITH ENTREE PURCHASE. 

EXPIRES 5/31/20

248.949.9999
6608 Telegraph Rd.,
Bloomfield Twp
zaojunnewasian.com

6535 TELEGRAPH RD • BLOOMFIELD HILLS
AT THE CORNER OF TELEGRAPH AND MAPLE 248-646-8568
CALL & BOOK YOUR EVENT AT ANYTIME

Fundraiser or Catering
 TUESDAY 5PM-8PM DINNER W/YOUR FAVORITE CHARACTER
 FRIDAY   5PM-8PM FACE PAINTING & BALLOON ANIMALS 

15% OFF 
ALL DAY EVERY DAY

20% OFF EVERY DAY 
BETWEEN 3PM-5PM

10% OFF ALL DAY
EVERY DAY

KID’S 
NIGHTS

Contact Rick Soper to place an ad today! 
rsoper@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6474


