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THIS WEEK AT ST. OWEN 

 

MASS   

INTENTIONS 

SCRIPTURE 

READINGS 

CALENDAR  

EVENTS 

Saturday, May 1� Dot Alexander�

Req. by Dee Whi�ng�

Acts 13:44�52�

Jn 14:7�14 �

St. Joseph the Worker�

4:00pm Reconcilia�on�

5:00pm Mass�

Sunday, May 2�

�

9am Mass�

Suad Husaynu�

Req. by Linda Shaya�

�

11am Mass�

Peter & Claire Catcho�

Req. by Nazar & Tidel Mansoor�

Acts 9:26�31�

1 Jn 3:18�24�

Jn 15:1�8�

5th Sunday of Easter �

9:00am Mass�

11:00am Mass: Teen Liturgy and Honor 

Graduates�

7:00pm Youth Group Educa�on Mee�ng�

Monday, May 3� Jean Jue)�

Req. by St. Owen Parishioners�

1 Cor 15:1�8�

Jn 14:6�14�

Sts. Phillip and James, Apostles�

9:00am Mass and Rosary following Mass.�

7:00pm First Communion Rehearsal�Church�

Tuesday, May 4� Geraldine Zinger�

Req. by Be1y J. Bright�

Acts 14:19�28�

Jn 14:27�31a�

9:00am Mass�

Wednesday, May 5�

�

�

Acts 15:1�6�

Jn 15:1�8�

9:30am Knit/Crochet Group�Center�

Thursday, May 6�

�

Christopher Thornton�

Req. St. Owen Parishioners�

Acts 15:7�21�

Jn 15:9�11�

Na1onal Day of Prayer�

9:00am Mass and Rosary following Mass.�

Friday, May 7�

�

Yacoub, Hayat & Imad 

Daboul�

Req. their family�

Acts 15:22�31�

Jn 15:12�17�

9:00am Mass�

Saturday, May 8�

�

11am Mass  For the parents 

and their children receiving 

First Holy Communion.�

�

5pm Mass�

Fran Lafferty�

Req. by Tim & Colleen Lafferty�

Acts 16:1�10�

Jn 15:18�21�

11:00am First Holy Communion Mass�

4:00pm Reconcilia�on�

5:00pm Mass�

Sunday, May 9�

�

9am Mass�

Tom Gamalski�

Req. by Sharon Nigh�ngale�

�

11am Mass�

Suad Husaynu�

Req. by Carol Husaynu�

Acts 10:25�26, 34�

35, 44�48�

1 Jn 4:7�10�

Jn 15:9�17�

6th Sunday of Easter �

Mother’s Day�

9:00am Mass�

11:00am Mass�

�

�

St. Vincent 

Collection 

is here. 

Clothing  

Only! 

ST. OWEN VISION 

�

We strive to be an open, welcoming and caring Catholic community of believers who are called to share, celebrate, 

renew and grow in faith, love of God and one another. We embrace Jesus by living His teachings and values and put 

our faith into ac�on through service, �thing and outreach. �
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�

                              A NOTE FROM FATHER MIKE�

�

There is a great ar�cle by Fr. Thomas Reese, SJ in last month’s “America” magazine en�tled “How to speak to a 

divided Church: Rules for Catholic Communicators.” In my few months here at St. Owen some parishioners have 

queried me about changing certain language in the liturgical texts; for example, you will note that in praying the 

creed I change “men” to “all” because many people through the years have told how painful sexist language can 

be to the listener. Last week I was asked a.er Mass if I am “pro�life” because of my homile�c reference to 

President Biden’s leadership, briefly baffled by the ques�on I recalled Reese’s ar�cle and his challenge that good 

communica�on begins with listening and responding with truth.�

This weekend’s readings offer some comfort in realizing that our church has struggled with good communica�on 

from the days of the apostles! Peter and Paul, Barnabas and Saul are great star�ng points in learning how to 

communicate as a disciple ��� just listen to John in our second reading “…let us love not in word or speech but in 

deed and in truth...”�

Reese ends his ar�cle by quo�ng Pope Francis in his annual speech on World Communica�on Day: “Lord teach us 

to move beyond ourselves to set out in search of truth. Teach us to go out and see, to go out and listen, not to 

entertain prejudices or draw hasty conclusions. Teach us to go where no one else will go, to take the �me 

needed to understand, to pay a:en�on to the essen�als, not to be distracted by the superfluous, to dis�nguish 

decep�ve appearances from the truth. Grant us the grace to recognize your dwelling places in our world and the 

honesty needed to tell others what we have seen.”�

Have a blessed week.�

Fr. Mike�

 

These precious children were welcomed into the 

Catholic Church through the waters of Bap�sm on                

Saturday, April 24, 2021.�

�

Charlo�e Craig�

Daughter of James and Stephanie Craig�

�

Havana Yadira Wilson�

Daughter of Maurice and Yadira (Benavides) Wilson�
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YOUTH GROUP 

 

 

Dear Lord, thank you for 

bringing me to this joyful time in my life. 

 

The road I have traveled has been filled with 

ups and downs and many turns and obstacles. 

Now it’s time to move on and forward from this 

place - new challenges and goals. 

With faith and trust in you, my life will be 

a success. 

 

Be with me, Lord, every step of 

the way and be my guiding light. 

Direct my words and actions so  

I’ll be pleasing in your sight. 

 

Amen. 

“In all thy ways, acknowledge him and he shall direct thy paths!”         

Proverbs 3:6 

St. Owen Youth Group Calendar 

 

May 2     Teen Liturgy, 11AM 

                 Education Meeting, 7PM 
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued on following page. 

Dear Friends in Christ,�

�

This weekend (Saturday and Sunday only) 

the St. Vincent de Paul truck will be 

parked on the backside of the Parish 

Center for CLOTHING ONLY dona�ons.  If 

no one is onsite to assist you with loading 

your items into the truck, please leave your dona�ons 

under the canopy tent that is next to the truck.  Volunteers 

will load them into the truck by the end of each day. 

Dona�on receipts will be available on site or at the Parish 

Center next week.�

�

St. Vincent de Paul (1581�1660)�

�

Vincent de Paul was born to a peasant 

family in France in 1580.�  Although he 

later achieved fame for his dedica�on 

to the poor, his early life was spent 

a1emp�ng to escape his humble roots. 

His family shared his ambi�on, hoping 

that a career in the priesthood would be1er the family 

fortune.�  Vincent became a priest at the young age of 19, 

and he spent most of his early priesthood mingling with 

members of the elite. �

�

In 1605, Vincent was returning home by boat from a trip. 

He had been on his way to sell some property he had 

received in an inheritance from a wealthy patron. While 

travelling, he was captured by pirates, who brought him to 

Tunis in Northern Africa. He was sold into slavery and he 

remained a slave for two years.�  During this �me, he 

prayed to God, telling Him that if his life would be spared 

and he was freed, he would devote the rest of his life to 

the service of the poor.�

�

ABer his eventual escape from Africa, Vincent served a 

church in rural France. The poverty he found there 

shocked him�it was not uncommon for people who were 

unable to find work in his poor community to die from 

starva�on. �He began to take stock of his resources, and 

his former connec�ons with the wealthy and influen�al led 

him to seek their financial assistance. He met with affluent 

friends and inspired them to organize into groups going 

from house to house reques�ng furniture, food and 

clothing. They were extremely successful in their efforts, 

and other parishes began to seek him out to learn how 

they could organize in the same way.�  Soon, churches all 

over France were using the same techniques Vincent had 

created to help their neighbors in need.�

�

As �me went by, Vincent realized that the mistakes of his 

young life, especially his focus on wealth and fame, had 

been caused by a poor faith founda�on. As a result, he 

founded an order of priests, the Vincen�ans, who received 

thorough training and who pledged to devote their lives to 

the spiritual and material needs of the poor. Later, along 

with Louise de Marillac, he founded the Sisters of Charity. 

He then expanded his work, founding hospitals, 

orphanages and homes for people who were mentally 

ill.� He also devoted his last years to serving prisoners and 

slaves, sharing with them his story of hope as a former 

slave himself.�He died on September 27, 1660, and he was 

made a saint in 1737.�

�

Founder of the Congrega�on of the 

Mission, Daughters of Charity, 

Confraterni�es of Charity, and Ladies of 

Charity. A man of deep faith, keen 

intellect, and enormous crea�vity, St. 

Vincent de Paul has become known as 

the “The Apostle of Charity” and “Father of the Poor.” His 

contribu�ons to the training of priests and organizing 

parish missions and other services for the poor shaped the 

Church’s role in the modern world. (Source: Sunnie Lain, 

Vincen�an Support Services)�

�

�

�
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�

Food Pantry�

�

Thank you for you con�nued 

dona�ons in keeping our pantry well 

stocked.  There is hardly a day when 

I come to the Parish Center and do 

not find a donated bag or some�mes 

a carKul of groceries or paper goods. Currently, our shelves 

are well stocked in most areas.  Any sort of paper and 

cleaning products (toilet paper, storage bags, kitchen trash 

bags, toilet bowl cleaner, dish soap) are always greatly 

appreciated by the people we serve, these items are not 

covered by the Bridge Card and as we are all aware are 

necessary and costly. �

�

�

Catholic Chari�es of Southeast Michigan�

�

Items for the on�going collec�on for 

(CCSEM) Catholic Chari�es of South 

Eastern Michigan (Men’s L/ XL/XXL 

new undergarments), socks, diapers 

(Sizes 4/5/6), baby wipes and diaper 

cream can be dropped off at the Parish Center daily or in 

the Church Narthex.�

�

�

It is not sufficient for me to love God if I do not love my 

neighbor. I belong to God and to the poor.”��

�St. Vincent de Paul�

�

�

God Bless, �

Michelle�

�

CHRISTIAN SERVICE, continued from previous page. 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 

them.  Whether it be crea�ng concerts, caring for the poor, 

or liBing spirits in song we are a parish that is rich in 

humanity and spirituality.  And for that I’m truly grateful.  �

�

ABer the piano was delivered, I made several jokes to 

Father about purchasing the piano and leOng it stay.  He 

was very gracious and entertained a great deal of them.  

But I spent last week praying and considering if this tool 

made a difference in our worship.  And the response from 

the congrega�on was rather overwhelming last week. 

Indeed it did and indeed there is as much of a desire for it 

as I could have imagined.  We happened to have a staff 

mee�ng and Eva our business manager and the head of the 

finance council Joe Pero happened to be construc�ng and 

working with the budget.  And they entertained the idea of 

a new piano to see if it may be an op�on within the next 

year according to our finances.  The work it takes to make a 

yearly budget is a great deal and while we have high hopes 

for this large �cket item purchase, it would be challenging 

to work it into the scheme and pay for it through budgeted 

money. �

�

So here is my plea, the piano we have right now is an old 

one.  It’s been a good piano, but it’s seen so many seasons 

and is well over forty years old.  In the piano world we have 

a term called war�horses.  Meaning the amount of playing 

and ac�on the piano gets wears it down like that of a horse 

in war.  Regular tunings are great and all, but a new piano 

will provide a great deal more from more inspired liturgy � 

to greater opportunity for more events like that of last 

weekend to occur.  It’s �me to consider purchasing a new 

piano.  If you have wanted to make a dona�on to the 

parish (as a few have noted) that will be specifically for the 

piano, please consider dona�ng money for a new set of 

keys.  And I will leave you with that request for now.  �

�

Sincerely, �

B�

Dear Friends,�

�

I wanted to take a moment and 

reflect on the past week’s 

events :)  As you know, a couple 

of weeks ago we had a visitor in 

the parish (the beau�ful ebony 

6'4'' Boston grand piano in the 

sanctuary) for the concert we 

hosted for Madonna University 

Chorale.  This was an expense 

of Madonna University and not 

the parish’s, (though I feel we benefi1ed from having the 

opportunity to try out another piano in our space).  Just a 

li1le history � I became a professor in the music 

department over there a few years ago and so far it’s been 

a really great ride.  They asked me to take on the chorale 

last semester and aBer much thought I decided to give it a 

go and chose to pursue it.  This was my debut as conductor 

of the chorale and I was so honored to give it in our 

worship space.  I didn’t realize at the �me that there could 

be some benefits to St. Owen for being in this role as well, 

but aBer Sunday’s turn out, clearly there are.  I will share 

that the events of last week asked me to consider many 

things about our process of making music and growing 

spirituality.  So I wanted to share a thought or two.�

�

I'm happy to report I feel the concert was a major success 

in many ways, providing ar�stry and spirituality to our 

process.  The kids sang with passion and skill and the 

instrumentalists communicated beau�fully.  The parish 

was (as the parish always has been) a gracious host and the 

chorale and faculty members who were present were 

delighted with such hospitality (No surprise there � special 

thanks to Paolo and Carla Nervo for helping usher and for 

folks finding their seats � as well as Marilyn Leedom and 

Father LeFevre for assis�ng with sound and 

announcements).�

�

I think it’s important to note that the things we accomplish 

here at St. O have always had a great deal of humanity in 
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Priesthood: A Gi� from God�

Priesthood is a lifelong voca�on, which is why so many senior priests in the Archdiocese of Detroit con�nue to give of 

themselves in countless ways. These men minister for as long as they are physically able, essen�ally only re�ring from du-

�es associated with being a parish’s pastor. Every aspect of the life and ministry of a priest � ac�ve or senior � is a giB 

from God; a giB that helps bring people closer to the Lord. It is with tremendous gra�tude that we offer our thanks for 

their service in Christ. Suppor�ng the re�rement years of senior priests is one way to express our gra�tude.�

�

Senior Priests: A Valuable Resource�

Parishes were once blessed with a pastor assisted by one or more associate pastors. This “team” of priests met the spiritual 

needs of parishioners, as well as accomplished the administra�ve tasks and management of a parish. A priesthood short-

age has resulted in a much different scenario for many of our ac�ve priests. Now a parish may have only one priest who is 

responsible for celebra�ng the Holy Eucharist and the Sacraments, ministering to and counseling parishioners, and giving 

pa�ent and a1en�ve service to administra�on. It is a daun�ng task for even the most dedicated and spiritually mo�vated 

of men. For these men and their parishes, senior priests are a vital resource. They make themselves available to parishes 

throughout the Archdiocese of Detroit, providing valuable assistance to pastors who are stretched so thin. Some help by 

celebra�ng daily or Sunday liturgies, ministering to the sick and homebound, visi�ng hospitals, and providing spiritual 

counseling. Others step in when a brother priest needs to be away from his parish, such as vaca�on or because of sickness. 

Let’s pay it forward for the �me and wisdom of re�red priests. 

Annual Collection in the Month of May: Diocesan Priest Retirement 

 

To support the Diocesan Priest Retirement Fund, a 

designated envelope is in your envelope packet.  

 

We will draw your attention to this special need 

throughout the month of May. Our senior priests are 

dedicated, faith-filled shepherds of the Gospel. 

MAY 2021�
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Kenneth Roy (Feb 2021) 

William Rosnyai (Feb 2021) 

Paul Krass (Dec 2020) 

Harry Samuel (Dec 2020) 

Mary Lou Schmidt (Nov 2020) 

Joseph Madden (Nov 2020) 

Mike and Bev VonEnde (Oct 2020) 

Father James Cronk (Sept 2020) 

Mike Donovan (Sept 2020) 

Ashley Colestock (Sept 2020) 

Eileen Poth (Aug 2020) 

Pam Biglin (Feb 2020) 

Jozef Wyszynski (Jan 2020) 

George Fenton (Dec 2019) 

Jalila Kainaya (Nov 2019) 

Betty Bright (Nov 2019) 

Lila Fenech (Nov 2019) 

Pat Devine (Oct 2019) 

Sheila Callahan (Oct 2019) 

Margaret Fuchs (Sept 2019) 

Mark Crawford (August 2019) 

Elizabeth Ebisawa (July 2019) 

Polly Brennan (July 2019) 

Norma Tioran (May 2019) 

Fred Hillard (Feb 2019) 

Jim Holden (Feb 2019) 

Donna Kelly (Sept 2018) 

Joann Holden (Aug 2018) 

Sawyer Ziegelman (June 2018) 

Armed Forces & Veterans 

First Responders 

Missionaries 

   Healthcare Personnel 

If you or someone you know is in 

need of prayers and would like to 

remain confiden�al, may we suggest 

you request prayers from the Prayer 

Line Ministry. Call Rita Lou at 248�851�0595.�

�

Prayer List:�

To add or make a change to this prayer list please call 

Angela in the parish office at 248�626�0840.�

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

Liturgical Minister Schedule 

May 8 – 9, 2021 

*Substitute may replace a scheduled minister after publication. 

Ushers: A&B� Altar Servers*� Lectors*�

Saturday�

5:00 p.m.�

�

R. Hawkins�

K. DeRonne�

Sunday�

9:00 a.m.�

�

J. Kelly�

J. Moenck�

Sunday�

11:00 a.m.�

�

J. Pero�

N. Samona�

ST. OWEN CATHOLIC CHURCH�

6869 Franklin Road ♦ Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 ♦ 248-626-0840 ♦ www.stowen.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St-Owen-Catholic-Church-169244143089427/  

Msgr. Michael LeFevre, Pastor� � pastor@stowen.org�

 

Parish Office                                           

248-626-0840 

Office Admin, 

Angela Seba 

 

Ext. 6

 

parishoffice@stowen.org 

 

Business Manager, 

Eva Ashor 

    

Ext. 3

 

eashor@stowen.org 

 

Youth Ministry, Mary Mills  Ext. 5 

248-932-5919 (home) ♦ stowenyouthgroup@gmail.com 

 

Music Minister, 

Bradley Lieto 

 

Ext. 4

 

lietoba@gmail.com 

Parish Center ___________________________  

Religious Formation (PreK-8 and RCIA) 

pastor@stowen.org 626-2300    

 

Christian Service

 626-2320 

Michelle Novaco 

christianservice@stowen.org 

 

Parish Maintenance  

Alex Brown                                              626-2458 

WEEKEND MASS 

SATURDAY: 5:00 PM 

SUNDAY: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

 

WEEKDAY MASS 

MONDAY: 9:00 AM 

TUESDAY: 9:00 AM 

THURSDAY: 9:00 AM 

FRIDAY: 9:00 AM 

*Includes WeShare online giving. 

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTION REPORT�

Offertory for the week of April 25: $3,699. 

YTD Budgeted Contribu�ons:   $589,533.�

YTD Actual Contribu�ons:           $577,135.*�

NEGATIVE Variance                     ($  12,398.) 

PLEASE WEAR A MASK.�

ALL Mass a�endees must �

wear a mask/face covering.�

NO EXCEPTIONS�

REQUIRED FOR DAILY AND SUNDAY MASS�
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1368 North Crooks Road (one block south of Maple)
Brigid G. Lynch  Parishioner  Bereavement Counselor

248-435-0660
www.lynchfuneraldirectors.com

LYNCH & SONS Funeral Directors

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts • 24 Hr. Emergency Service
248-213-9248

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

FREE DESSERT 
WITH ENTREE PURCHASE. 

EXPIRES 9/30/20

248.949.9999
6608 Telegraph Rd.,
Bloomfield Twp
zaojunnewasian.com

St. Owen Church
stowen.weshareonline.org

For your family’s peace of mind, contact us to begin your advanced planning

www.AJDesmond.com

Troy • 2600 Crooks Rd • 248-362-2500
Woodward 

248-549-0500
Rochester Rd

248-689-0700

10% OFF  •  MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FRANKLIN AUTO 
SERVICE Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated • Since 1965
brakes • exhaust • tires • steering • shocks

32725 Franklin Road • Franklin
248-626-2080

www.FranklinAutoService.com

Contact Rick Soper to place an ad today! 
rsoper@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6474

Drywall Repair • Drywall Install 
• Interior Painting • Flooring Installs 

• Free Estimates 
• Commercial • Residential

248.240.4144

Licensed & Insured


