
DECEMBER 27, 2020  |  THE HOLY FAMILY 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism & Sacrament of 
Matrimony (616) 891-9259 
Reconciliation  
Saturdays  4 - 4:30 PM 

PARISH OFFICE 
9669 Kraft Avenue 
Caledonia, MI 49316 
Phone  (616) 891-9259 
Monday - Thursday 
9:00 AM -3:00 PM 
Fridays  9:00 AM - 12 PM 
PASTOR 
Rev. Phil Shangraw 
pastor@holyfamilycaledonia.org 
(616) 891-9259 ext 223 

MASS TIMES 
Wednesday, Thursday,  
& Friday  9 AM (Church) 
Saturday  5 PM (Church) 
Sunday  9 & 11 AM (Church) 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Thursday  9:30 AM - 3 PM 
SACRAMENTAL EMERGENCY 
(After business hours only) 
Call (616) 536-0477   

“We are called as a family to know, love and serve God.”  
We are one family of faith with many diverse and gifted members. We are many parts forming one Body of 

Christ.  We are called to minister to one another with respect, dignity and compassion. 

www.holyfamilycaledonia.org 

Holy Family Catholic Church 

parishoffice@ 
holyfamilycaledonia.org 
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When a particularly bad year comes to a close, my sister-in-law has a little custom 
she practices.  A couple of minutes before midnight she finds the TV station that is 
broadcasting from Time Square and turns up the volume.  Then she goes into the 
bathroom.  When the New Year’s Eve crystal ball drops and she hears the revelers 
cry out “Happy New Year,” she flushes the toilet and waves the old year 
goodbye.  Because this has been a very bad year, I am tempted to adopt her 
custom.  The only problem is I can’t stay up that late.  Don’t even want to.  Maybe I’ll 
try it just before I go to bed. 
     Some years ago I stumbled across this poem by Joyce Rupp, O.S.M.  I’d like to share it with you as we 
prepare for the New Year.  A better year, I hope. 
  

Welcoming a New Year 
  
A new year stands on my doorstep 
Ready to enter my life’s journey 
Something in me welcomes this visitor: 

The hope of beautiful blessings 
The joy of a new beginning 
The freshness of unclaimed surprises 
Something in me rebuffs this visitor: 

The swiftness of the coming 
The boldness of the entrance 
The challenge of a year’s goodbye 
Something in me fears this visitor: 

The unnamed events of future days 
The wisdom needed to walk love well 
The demands of giving away and growing 
A new year stands on my doorstep 

With fragile caution I move 
To open the door for its entrance. 
My heart leaps with surprise, 
Joy jumps in my eyes, 
For there beside this brand-new year 
Stands my God with outstretched hand! 
He smiles and gently asks of me: 
Can we walk this year together? 

And I, so overwhelmed with goodness, 
Can barely whisper my reply: 
Welcome in! 

 A NOTE FROM FATHER PHIL 

Remember us, O God; 
from age to age be our comforter. 
You have given us the wonder of time, 
blessings in days and nights, seasons and years. 
Bless your children at the turning of the year 
and fill the months ahead with the bright hope 
that is ours in the coming of Christ. 
You are our God, living and reigning, forever and ever. 
Amen.  



SUNDAY READINGS 
The Lord took Abram outside and said, “Look up at the sky and 
count the stars, if you can.  Just so,” he added, “shall your 
descendants be.” (Gn 15:5) 
 

The Lord remembers his covenant for ever. (Ps 105) 
 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place 
that he was to receive as an inheritance; 
he went out, not knowing where he was to go. (Heb 11:8) 
 

The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; 
and the favor of God was upon him. (Lk 2:40) 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 27, 2020 
Sunday 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1] or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 
5-6, 8-9 [7a, 8a]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/Lk 2:22-40 
or 2:22, 39-40 
Monday 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18 
Tuesday 
1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35 
Wednesday 
1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40 
Thursday 
1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18 
Friday: 
Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
Saturday 
1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 1:19-28 
Next Sunday 
Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27 
9:00 AM       †Keith Adams 
11:00 AM       †Connie Deller 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30 
9:00 AM       †Bobbie Weiss 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 
5:30  PM        Pro Populo 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1 
10:00 AM       Pro Populo 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2 
5:00 PM       †Matt Fouch 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3 
9:00 AM       †Clarissa VanSpriell 
11:00 AM       †Lewis Radske 
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REFLECT 
 
 

 
 

The author of Hebrews holds up 
Abraham as a model for the faith.  
When have you had to 
unconditionally trust in the Lord? 
 

Only Luke records the 
presentation in the Temple of the 
baby Jesus.  Simeon reveals to 
Mary and Joseph insights into 
Jesus and his destiny.  How do 
you imagine Mary and Joseph 
understood Simeon’s words? 



PARISH NEWS 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THESE 
LOVED ONES 

Holy Family offers, as a 
community, the gift of prayer.  If 
you would like your name listed 
in the bulletin for prayer during 
a time of immediate urgent 
need, contact the Parish Office 
and leave contact information 
and relationship to the person 
needing prayer.   

  

PARISH NEWS  
THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 
We will not be publishing our 
weekly calendar as the schedule 
is changing 
frequently due to 
COVID restrictions.  
Please refer to our 
parish calendar on the website 
for the most up to date 
information.   
 

CSA UPDATE 
Of the $191,418 assessed amount 
from the Diocese we still have a 
shortfall of $32,336.  If you are 
looking for somewhere to make 
a donation before the end of the 
year, please consider CSA.  If we 
don’t reach our goal 
we will have to pay 
the difference from 
our general fund.  
Thank You! 
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December 27, 2020�

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph (B) 

Sir 3:2�6, 12�14 or Gn 15:1�6; 21:1�3; Col 3:12�21 or 3:12�17 or Heb 11:8, 11�12, 17�19;�

Lk 2:22�40 or 2:22, 39�40�

 

 

 

�

Pray for: 
Luke F. Mulderink 
St. John Vianney 
College Seminary 

2115 Summit Avenue 
St. Paul, MN  55105 

 

BISHOP DAVID J. WALKOWIAK 

ASKS US TO  

 

PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS 

Dear God, bless your Church 
with love.  Raise up dedicated 
and generous leaders to serve 
as priests, deacons, sisters, 
brothers, members of secular 
institutes, and lay ministers.  
Send your spirit to strengthen 
them to serve your people, 
following the example of your 
Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

GOOD NEWS 
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While families come in all shapes and sizes and no two are the same, they all need a common focus and 
grounding. Families are intended to be pivotal in providing us with a proper social structure and 
understanding, a support system, lessons about relationships and communication and the unconditional 
acceptance and love we so desperately crave. In addition to all of these things, the axis of every family has 
to be centered on faith. It is here that we can learn about the virtues and discover the windows to God 

Himself in His gifts of faith, hope, and love. We can learn, 
modeling our experience after the Holy Family, how to use 
these as anchors in our lives so that we can live out the other 
virtues with greater integrity. Because our human families 
struggle with weakness and sin, we have to come back to the 
Holy Family often for inspiration and guidance. In the bond of 
love that they shared, they clung to the anchor of God Himself 
and endured challenges far greater than many we will ever face. 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

Holy Family will be hosting the 
next Caledonia Community 
Church blood drive on Tuesday, 
January 12 from 1:00 to 6:30pm.  
By sharing 50 minutes of time you 
could save someone’s life.  Help 
your community by giving the gift 
of life to a patient in need.  Masks 
and social distancing will still be 
observed. 
 
Streamline your process for check 
in by doing an online verification 
ON THE DAY OF YIOUR 
DONATION.  Log into https://bit.ly/
CALjan12 , review education 
materials, complete the online 

questions and bring printed or 
mobile confirmation to your 
scheduled appointment-without 
this confirmation you will be 
asked to fill out the questions 
again. 
 
Appointment times are every 5 
minutes.  Donors without 
appointments will be fit into an 
open time slot.  If interested in 
donating blood you may sign up 
at https://bit.ly/CALjan12 or call 
Char Mello, chairperson  
616-901-2803.  Please join us for 
good fellowship, trail mix and 
snacks. 

AN IMPACT STORY BY DAWN 
MARISCH 

On a typical summer day, Dawn 
found herself in an extraordinary 
and life-threatening situation. She 
suffered a ruptured aneurysm while 
at work and was treated by first 
responders before she was rushed 
to the hospital.  

Over the next four days, she 
received a remarkable 90 units of 
blood, platelets and plasma. She 
would not be alive today if not for 
the blood donors who helped to 
save her life.  

Dawn is now a blood donor herself – 
grateful for the chance to save 
others. As an O-negative donor – 
which is the universal blood type, 
used in emergency situations – 
Dawn understands the amazing 
impact just one blood donation can 
make. 

UPCOMING BLOOD DRIVE 
DATES 
Tuesday’s Mar  9, May 11, July 13, 

Be the Beacon of Hope—Donate Blood 



The Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph 

Tragedy and disappointment are 
inevitable. What sees you 
through this? There will be 
challenges, changes, 
unexpected circumstances, 
interrupted plans, hurts, and 
injustices experienced by every 
human being at some point in 
their lives. We will be asked to 
adjust our plans, change course, 
and even encounter suffering 
and death. Where do we learn all 
of the lessons we need to live life 
well? Some of them we learn 
along the way but much of what 
we bring to life, positive and 
negative, comes from our early 
beginnings, our families. This is 
our early world and provides the 
blueprint for how we see the 
bigger, more inclusive world, 
which unfolds before us. 

Our families of origin can be 
sources of grace, heartache or a 
combination of both. Families 
are intended to be pivotal in 

providing us with proper social 
structure and understanding, a 
support system, lessons about 
relationships and 
communication, and the 
unconditional acceptance and 
love we so desperately crave. 
They can also determine 
whether we have an accessible 
and healthy relationship with 
God. Many of life’s challenges 

can literally bring us to our knees 
and require that we possess a 
strength of character that 
resides well beyond the 
superficialities of our world. At 
some point we will all need three 
coping gifts that can be given to 
us only by God: faith, hope, and 
love. Our families help us learn 

that we are not the ones 
responsible for their creation, 
but God! 

Our experience of early family 
life colors all of our relationships 
and what we expect to achieve 
from life in general. Resolving 
conflicts, dealing with difficulty 
and suffering, celebrating 
accomplishments, prioritizing 
our needs, listening to God’s call, 
understanding relationships, 
understanding disappointment, 
learning about the virtues and 
living a centered focused life are 
all lessons our families either 
succeed in teaching or do not. 
To succeed, as God has designed 
and ordered our world, is to 
discover his presence and then 
trust that Presence. The Holy 
Family can teach even the most 
dysfunctional family how to best 
use God’s gifts of faith, hope, and 
love to find him and do his will. 
Their simple humble example is 
always before us, showing us the 
way. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
pray for us! 
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 GOSPEL MEDITATION 
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE  

I’VE SEEN PEOPLE HANG ROSARIES OVER THE REAR-VIEW 
MIRRORS IN THEIR CARS AND A FEW OF THEM WEAR THEM 
AROUND THEIR NECKS. IS IT OK TO DO THAT? 
The practice of hanging a rosary or a religious medal off of the rearview mirror of one’s car is a fairly popular 
custom across many cultures. While there is no particular rule approving or condemning this practice, we 
should also be mindful of the respect and reverence due to religious objects and devotional items (i.e. 
sacramentals). 

An important point to consider would be the reason why one chooses to 
place a rosary or religious medal in our cars. Is it a reminder of the protection 
and intercession of Mary and the saints? Does it encourage us to be mindful 
of God’s presence, even in such a mundane task as driving? Is it an outward 
expression of our more private devotions? 

One advantage of having a rosary or religious medal in our cars is that it can 
also serve as a reminder to pray when we travel, asking for protection for 
ourselves and for other motorists or commuters. Certainly, invoking the 
protection and prayers of the saints is a wonderful practice for families, 
helping to reinforce our belief in the communion of saints and the care and 
concern we owe to one another. 



THE GIFT OF FAMILY 

What a year it has been! How will we speak of these times a decade from now? As time goes by, our 
impressions of this past year will certainly change. How we feel today about dealing with a killer virus and all 
the chaos surrounding that is still fresh for all. I would assume that most of us right now are also holding 
those we love a little closer and hugging them a little harder. Hopefully, even if the fears and concerns of 
2020 dissipate in the future, the way we feel toward our family should never leave us. 

Stewardship is certainly about everything. God has given us so much, great and small, profound and 
common. One of the greatest gifts that all have received is family. Families take all shapes and sizes and 
some look very different than others. For some, family is a caretaker or temporary guardian. For others it is a 
friend when everyone else seems to have vanished. The bottom line is that, to quote a song from many 
years ago, “people need people.” 

When God gave the world His only Son, the Incarnation did not come on a cloud or with a flash of light. He 
was born into a family. Jesus understood the gift of family all his life. Do you think that if having a family 
wasn’t important God would have still included this in the plan of salvation? 

As this year draws to a close, remember your stewardship many days begins and ends with the people 
closest to you. Don’t misuse or take for granted this precious gift. God gives us gifts on purpose, even to His 
only begotten Son. 

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Only the Best.

www.foxchevorletGR.com

6 1 6 - 8 9 1 - 8 1 0 4
NEW & USED CARS - TRUCKS - LEASING

632 E MAIN ST. - CALEDONIA

Bill GavinNick Bravata

STAUFFER & WIGGERS INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
ANDY COE

AGENT • PARISHIONER
612 E. Main

616-891-9294

AUTO
LIFE
HOMEOWNERS
BUSINESS
staufferwiggers.com                                                                              Em: andyc@staufferwiggers.com

John Jepsen, M.P.T. & Shawn Collins, P.T.
Parishioners

616.891.0600
www.hjphysicaltherapy.com

Where the good 
things grow!

698-6910
6464 Broadmoor SE
www.harderandwarner.com

6450 100th St.
616-891-6055

mikebrannjr@branns.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS   
#7341 CALEDONIA MICHIGAN

YouTube Video: KofC an Invitation

Check us out            Knights of Columbus #7341
Questions? email, call/text: Phil- md7341@mikofc.org, 616-446-9621

or Mark- gk7341@mikofc.org, 616-510-6358
Meetings 4th Thursday of the month @ 7:30 in St Mary’s East

Matthysse | Kuiper | DeGraaf
FUNERAL • CREMATION • PRE-PLANNING

www.mkdfuneralhome.com
616.724.1800

616-891-1139
Manicures • Pedicures • Facials
Treatments • Wax • Eyelashes
9357 Cherry Valley Ave. SE
CALEDONIA (D&W Market)

Vintage Violet
Beauty

STROO
funeral home

1095 68th St. SE, Grand Rapids

455-9280

JOE SHEAHAN
Owner • Parishioner
616.868.7579 

6770 Whitneyville Ave. SE
Where quality,  honesty & fast friendly service are our best products!

(Excludes tires)

Professional
Pharmacy
Mon - Fri 9am - 8pm
Sat 9am - 3pm • Closed Sun

9175 Cherry Valley Ave.
616-891-1116

www.caledoniapharmacy.com

616.891.5750

9369 Cherry Valley Ave SE • SwierengaJewelers.com

Contact Tim Griffith to place an ad today! 
tgriffith@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6441

Jim Sprich, Fellow Catholic

INTERIOR M EXTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL M COMMERCIAL

FiveStarPainting.com M 616-222-0750



 1-D-4-1  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                15-0764

914 West Main Street - Middleville
Matthew Richmond - Parishioner

269.795.3694 

www.beelergores.com

Briarwood Golf CluB
678-8720 briarwoodlinks.com

Broadmoor Country CluB
891-8000 golfbroadmoor.com

Jeff Leatherman • Parishioner & Mike Leatherman

Retirement: Ready or not. Ready is Better.

Andrew McFadden, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
616-891-1173
866-891-1173
9021 N. Rodgers Ct. S.E.
Suite B,
Caledonia, MI 49316

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

www.carmelospizza.com
616-554-9173

3555 68th St. SE
Caledonia, MI 49316

AT TO R N E YS  &  C O U N S E LO R S

Fredrick J. Boncher Parishioner
Personal Injury & Wrongful Death, Business Transactions & Contract LawPersonal Injury & Wrongful Death, Business Transactions & Contract Law

Wills & Estate Planning, Zoning & Construction LawWills & Estate Planning, Zoning & Construction Law
601 Three Mile Road NW •601 Three Mile Road NW • 616-647-8277  616-647-8277 • fboncher@schenkboncher.com• fboncher@schenkboncher.com

www.schenkboncher.com

ED PAWLOSKI, JR.
110 Johnson Street
616.891.0150
www.edsbody.com

Residential & Commercial
Remodeling • Repairs • Installation

Video Sewer Inspection • Pipe Location
269-795-7630  Jim & Ella Bluhm Parishioners

BILL DONOHUE
REALTOR®

Parishioner

Cell: (616) 446-1083 
bdonohue@greenridge.com
3115 Orchard Vista Dr. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 

616-891-0303
SALES-SERVICE- RENTALS

WATER SOFTENERS - SALT- BOTTLED WATER
9980 Cherry Valley 

WWW.MAYNARDSWATER.COM

www.frontierheatingcooling.com

616.891.8900
210 E. Main St., SE, Caledonia

AcceptingAccepting
New Patients
New Patients

Shaun Williams, DDS,  Parishioner
9041 N. Rodgers Ct. SE, Caledonia, MI 49316

616.891.8931     www.gvdentistry616.891.8931     www.gvdentistry

Aaron Hollister, AAMS® 
FINANCIAL ADVISOR

 Aaron.Hollister@RaymondJames.com
 2060 East Paris Ave. SE Ste. 250
 Grand Rapids, MI 49546
Direct 616.974.3380
Toll Free 800.451.0479 
Parishioner, Parent & Knights of Columbus member
Raymond James & Associates, Inc. Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

COLDWATER CONCRETE
Specializing in

Commercial & Industrial
Scott Coulter, Parishioner
616-765-3192

Deb Grygiel
REALTOR® •  Parishioner

O: 616.915.2848
debsellsgr@gmail.com

7199 Kalamazoo Ave. SE, Suite 210
Caledonia, MI

Commercial & Industrial HVAC
QualityAirInc.com

Meyerink Trenching
Service, LLC

SEPTIC TANKS INSTALLATION, 
SERVICE & CLEANING

8822 HANNA LAKE AVE. 616-698-6202
Gordon Meyerink - Owner

Home - Business - Dumpsters
Proud to be of service to
the Holy Family Parish

616-748-1955    www.arrowaste.com

COLOR OF THE YEAR 2020
FIRST LIGHT 2102-70

 Mon-Fri 8-8,
 Sat 8-5

9960 Cherry Valley Ave SE 
616-891-9255

616-891-1240
9595 Cherry Valley, Suite A

info@hierdds.com
www.sarahcare.com

Experienced care, delivered with love.
Free Caregiver Support Group

616.528.4003
METRO HEALTH VILLAGE • KNAPPS VILLAGE


