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SACRAMENTS 
Baptism & Sacrament of 
Matrimony (616) 891-9259 
Reconciliation  
Saturdays  4 - 4:30 PM 

PARISH OFFICE 
9669 Kraft Avenue 
Caledonia, MI 49316 
Phone  (616) 891-9259 
Monday - Thursday 
9:00 AM -3:00 PM 
Fridays  9:00 AM - 12 PM 
PASTOR 
Rev. Phil Shangraw 
pastor@holyfamilycaledonia.org 
(616) 891-9259 ext 223 

MASS TIMES 
Wednesday, Thursday,  
& Friday  9 AM (Church) 
Saturday  5 PM (Church) 
Sunday  9 & 11 AM (Church) 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Thursday  9:30 AM - 3 PM 
SACRAMENTAL EMERGENCY 
(After business hours only) 
Call (616) 536-0477   

“We are called as a family to know, love and serve God.”  
We are one family of faith with many diverse and gifted members. We are many parts forming one Body of 

Christ.  We are called to minister to one another with respect, dignity and compassion. 

www.holyfamilycaledonia.org 

Holy Family Catholic Church 

parishoffice@ 
holyfamilycaledonia.org 
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I don’t expect to receive any gold, frankincense or myrrh this year.  I don’t think I’d 
want any myrrh anyway, although the resin is used medicinally for everything from 
eye trouble to hemorrhoids.  Maybe myrrh should be more widely available for 
people with a crappy view of life.  
 
I do expect other gifts, however.  Fresh hope is one.    
The COVID-19 vaccine is in use, bringing with it a sense of optimism.  I marvel at how quickly this medicine 
has been manufactured.  A great accomplishment by our doctors and scientists.  And, of course, Dolly 
Parton who donated a million dollars to the cause.  I don’t have a million dollars, but I do have an arm and a 
willingness to get the two shots as soon as I am able.  It is a charity thing.  An opportunity to protect not only 
myself, but the many people with whom I have contact.  It will help create herd immunity so that we can 
safely gather together and businesses can open fully.  Give the economy a shot in the arm, so to speak.  
 
I would like to see Doctor Anthony Fauci canonized some day, but not this year.  I feel safer knowing 
someone of his intellect, experience, and demeanor is advising the country.  Plus he is short.  I like that in a 
person.  
 
I pray for good things for our outgoing President and for our incoming one.  No easy job that!  
 
Another gift I am looking forward to this year is the Kentucky Derby being run on the first Saturday of 
May.  Watching the race over Labor Day Weekend seemed sick and wrong.  The Derby was not alone in that 
regard.  The Stanley Cup Playoffs starting in August, the Masters Golf Tournament played in November, the 
NBA playoffs taking place in a bubble at Disney World in September, and College and High School 
schedules made up on the fly all seemed off.  This year I hope it will be easier to keep track of not only what 
day it is, but what month and season of the year it is.  
 
Speaking of Kentucky, I look forward to a nice sip of Knob Creek from time to time.  And, soon I hope to 
finish the Journals of Thomas Merton.  Merton was a Trappist monk at Gethsemani Abbey near Bardstown, 
Kentucky.  He was one of the most influential spiritual writers of the last century.  I like his journals because 
they are uncensored and an easy read.  Get a better sense of the man:  his thoughts, feelings, fears, 
frustrations, temptations, joys, friends, desires, humor, prayer and the like.  
 
I look forward to making a retreat this year not at Gethsemani, but, rather at another Trappist Monastery, 
New Melleray Abbey near Dubuque, Iowa.  The retreat center has been closed due to the pandemic, but I 
trust it will open up later this year.  
 
I hope the border with Canada also opens up so I can get to Stratford this summer or fall for its Shakespeare 
Festival.  
 
I hope that Father Loc has a fruitful year and finds renewed vitality and a clear focus.  
 
My own focus is on retirement at the end of 2021.  I am really looking forward to it.  Definitely more than I 
am for some myrrh.  

 A NOTE FROM FATHER PHIL 



SUNDAY READINGS 
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come, the glory of the 
Lord shines upon you. (Is 60:1) 
 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. (Ps 72) 
 

It was not made known to people in other generations as it has now 
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that 
the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and copartners 
in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. (Eph 2:5-6) 
 

They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house 
they saw the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated 
themselves and did him homage. (Mt 2:10-11) 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 3, 2021 
Sunday 
Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Monday 
1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday 
1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday 
1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday 
1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 
1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday 
1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sunday 
Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11 or Is 
55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3)]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3 
9:00 AM       †Clarissa VanSpriell 
11:00 AM       †Lewis Radske 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 
9:00 AM       †Tom & Donna Krell 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 7 
9:00 AM      †Donna Gene Stankey 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 8 
9:00 AM       †Laura Junglas 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 
5:00 PM       †Bob Wiseman 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 
9:00 AM       †Keith Adams 
11:00 AM       †Peter & Kathleen Huizenga 
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REFLECT 
 

 

Paul speaks of God's ''revelation'' 
to include Gentiles as ''coheirs'' 
and ''copartners'' with Jews in the 
divine promise fulfilled in Christ 
Jesus. How welcoming are you to 
those you consider outsiders? 

 

 



PARISH NEWS 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THESE 
LOVED ONES 

Holy Family offers, as a 
community, the gift of prayer.  If 
you would like your name listed 
in the bulletin for prayer during 
a time of immediate urgent 
need, contact the Parish Office 
and leave contact information 
and relationship to the person 
needing prayer.   

 

PARISH NEWS 

 

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 
We will not be publishing our 
weekly calendar as the schedule 
is changing frequently due to 
COVID restrictions.  Please refer 
to our parish calendar on the 
website for the most up to date 
information.   
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January 3, 2021 

A friend who is a fundamentalist insists Epiphany happened exactly as it says in the Bible. I say there’s 
no way it could have. Who is right? 

Catholics believe each book of the Bible needs to be appreciated according to the principles of its own 
literary genre. We don’t look to the Gospels for modern critical history or unbiased biographical/ reportorial 
fact–telling. 

The four Gospels were written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
Each Gospel writer uses human skill to craft a true story, presenting 
the saving mystery of our Lord’s life, death, and resurrection so that 
readers may come to know Christ, share his life, and be saved. 

Every story in the Gospels is shaped to communicate saving truth, but 
not every story is told as a direct “just the facts, ma’am” report of 
sequential events. So there is a saving sense in which, yes, the 
Epiphany happened exactly as it says in Matthew 2:1–12. And there is a 
more literal sense in which, no, the Epiphany probably did not happen exactly as it’s recounted. 

What is most certain is the Gospel’s saving message of the birth of our true king, the light to all nations, 
before whom we offer homage and who, when we encounter him, will change our lives and send us 
home in a new path. 

Fr. Matthew Allman, CSsR 

Pray for: 
Zachary J. Schmitz 
St. John Vianney 
College Seminary 

2115 Summit Avenue 
St. Paul, MN  55105 

 

BISHOP DAVID J. WALKOWIAK 

ASKS US TO  

 

PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS 

Faithful God, help us to live out 
our mission in the Church.  
Help your people know their 
vocation in life and prepare for 
it.  Give those whom you call to 
be priests and religious the 
grace to respond generously 
and to persevere faithfully.  We 
ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

GOOD NEWS 
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Even the slightest flicker of a light helps to properly orient us when we find ourselves in total darkness. 
Being in darkness can be unsettling and even a bit unnerving. We lose our focus and struggle to find our 
bearings and achieve balance. On life’s journey we may think 
we are walking in the light but are really lingering in darkness. 
We do not see the full picture, either because we are 
distracted, disinterested, or even apprehensive. Sometimes, we 
even choose to close our eyes when the light is readily available 
to illuminate our path. Do we really desire to know the truth of 
who we are? In Jesus Christ, a light has been given to those 
who dwell in darkness. God’s revelation gives us the light to see 
where we come from, who we are and where we are going. It 
also tells us that this Good News is not meant for just a 
privileged few but is intended to go out to all the world. Is this 
something we want to see? 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

Holy Family will be hosting the 
next Caledonia Community 
Church blood drive on Tuesday, 
January 12 from 1:00 to 6:30pm.  
By sharing 50 minutes of time you 
could save someone’s life.  Help 
your community by giving the gift 
of life to a patient in need.  Masks 
and social distancing will still be 
observed. 
 

Streamline your process for check 
in by doing an online verification 
ON THE DAY OF YIOUR 
DONATION.  Log into https://bit.ly/
CALjan12 , review education 
materials, complete the online 
questions and bring printed or 
mobile confirmation to your 
scheduled appointment-without 

this confirmation you will be 
asked to fill out the questions 
again. 
 

Appointment times are every 5 
minutes.  Donors without 
appointments will be fit into an 
open time slot.  If interested in 
donating blood you may sign up 
at https://bit.ly/CALjan12 or call 
Char Mello, chairperson  
616-901-2803.  Please join us for 
good fellowship, trail mix and 
snacks. 
 

UPCOMING BLOOD DRIVE 
DATES 

Tuesday’s Mar  9, May 11, July 13, 
Sept 14, Nov 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AN IMPACT STORY BY EMILY 
ALANIS 

Emily Alanis, and her son, Elliot, 
were saved thanks to the generosity 
of blood and platelet donors. 

When she was pregnant, Emily was 
diagnosed with Immune 
Thrombocytopenic Purpora (ITP), a 
rare blood disorder that causes low 
platelet levels. With low platelets, 
Emily’s blood could not clot – and 
the condition was passed on to her 
baby. Both of their lives were at risk. 

Emily underwent a C-section to 
deliver Elliot, after which both of 
them received blood and platelet 
transfusions. Elliot spent a week in 
the NICU, but thanks to three 
transfusions, his bleeding stopped. 
Now, he and his mom both have 
bright futures ahead together. 

“It brings tears to my eyes. My 
newborn received the gift of life 
from blood donors,” says Emily. “I 
have always been passionate about 
blood donation, but now I am at a 
whole new place of understanding 
and appreciation.” 

Be the Beacon of Hope—Donate Blood 



THE EPIPHANY OF THE 
LORD 
“Where is that thing?” mumbled 
Bob as he searched frantically on 
his dimly lit desk for the current 
electric bill. “I know I put it right 
on top of these papers this 
morning!” Growing in frustration 
and bordering on anger, he flies 
stuff around, moves books and 
opines why simple tasks need to 
be so hard. Enter his wife, who 
calmly says, “Maybe it would 
help if you put the light on, 
dear.” The desk light goes on 
and lo and behold, there is the 
electric bill right where Bob left 
it earlier. All it took was a little 
light! 

We stubbornly refuse to turn on 
the lights! Either we are 
distracted, determined, 
disinterested, preoccupied, 
stubborn, apprehensive, or all of 
the above. Or perhaps, we fail to 
do the obvious. We would rather 
live our lives with the dimmest of 
lights or even in total darkness. 
Why are we afraid to do 

something so that we can 
actually see? It might help us to 
find quicker and better answers 
to problems, the meaning of life, 
relationships, happiness, and 
what is ultimate truth. Yet, we 
stumble along, moving things 
from one side to the other, 
getting angry, feeling cheated, 
being unsettled, resigning 
ourselves to the agony of defeat 
once again. 

“And behold, the star that they 
had seen at its rising preceded 
them, until it came and stopped 
over the place where the child 
was.” The light has come into the 
world in the person of Jesus 
Christ! We no longer have to 
fumble in the darkness. We have 
been gifted with the illumination 

we need to see our way through 
things and find what we really 
are looking for. All these years 
later, however, so many are still 
reluctant to accept him. Perhaps 
they are unconvinced, 
disinterested, preoccupied, 
stubborn, apprehensive, or all of 
the above. Everyone has their 
own reason for not wanting to 
turn on the switch. 

But there are so many answers 
to so many of our problems in 
this humble Child of Nazareth. A 
simple birth teaches us about 
God’s tender wedded 
relationship with humanity. It 
speaks to the expanse of God’s 
salvation across the globe, and 
the incarnate Divine wonders 
and blessings that are a part of 
our life moment to moment. It 
calls us to understand the 
design of world order God 
intended as found in the 
Beatitudes, the sacredness of 
every human life and all of 
creation and the meaning of 
things we struggle with most, 
like suffering and death. We 
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 GOSPEL MEDITATION 
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE  

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A CHASTISEMENT AND A PUNISHMENT? 
The distinction between chastisement and punishment is, in many ways, a subtle one, but which is still 
relevant in our Catholic tradition. 

First, chastisement is a concept that is grounded in Sacred Scripture. Here, we see chastisement as a 
response by God to people’s actions that is intended to teach a lesson. As St. John Paul II observed, 
“chastisement appears to be … a kind of divine pedagogy, in which the last word is reserved to mercy: He 
scourges and then shows mercy, casts down to the depths of the nether world, and he brings up from the 
great abyss” (Tobit 13:2). The idea here is that in order to capture our attention or to highlight how we have not 
lived out our covenant-relationship with God as we should, there are times when God uses events in life to 
draw us back to the quality of relationship or faith that we should have. 

The concept of punishment, however, has a different sense. The Catechism of the Church observes that 
punishment is the consequence of a damaging action that “has the primary aim of redressing the disorder” 
and to protect the community and the common good from further damage or harm (see no. 2266). Although 
we always hope that someone who is being punished for a crime or some other harmful action will learn from 
their actions, punishment isn’t necessarily intended to teach a lesson in the same way that a chastisement is. 

Ultimately, how we make the distinction between chastisement and punishment is a matter of 
discernment. As with almost everything in life, our experiences can be an opportunity for grace — or for 
something less — depending on how open we are to recognizing the movement of God’s Spirit within 
them. 



WISE MEN SEE GOD IN 
THE SIMPLE THINGS 

If you’re on social media, you have 
probably seen a meme going 
around that features this quote: 
“God has a plan for your life. The 
enemy has a plan for your life. Be 
ready for both. Just be wise 
enough to know which one to 
battle and which one to embrace.” 

There were certainly two 
competing plans for the Magi: 
God’s and Herod’s. And, wise as 
they supposedly were, it wasn’t 
entirely easy for the Magi to 
discern which was which. 

After all, Herod posed as a friend. 
He offered the Magi hospitality 
and kindness. Though the Gospel 
doesn’t say so, he probably 
flattered them and appealed to 
every moral weakness he could 

observe in them. In his palace, they 
must have felt great physical 
comfort — rest and tables of plenty 
on what was an otherwise long 
and treacherous journey. 

But if the Magi were honest with 
themselves, I’ll bet they would 
have admitted that, regardless of 
Herod’s charm, they felt a gnawing 
sense of doubt while in his 
presence. When they 
looked upon the Christ 
Child, born in a stable 
without any of the 
comforts of the world 
or protections of 
wealth, they probably 
felt the opposite. They 
probably felt safe. 

The Magi were lucky 
enough to have the 
right plan spelled out 
for them in a dream, 
but for the rest of us, it’s enough to 

remember this: God’s plan is often 
the one that leads us to places of 
great simplicity, great humility and 
great love. Let’s have the wisdom 
to view power with suspicion, and 
innocence with admiration. 

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Only the Best.

www.foxchevorletGR.com

6 1 6 - 8 9 1 - 8 1 0 4
NEW & USED CARS - TRUCKS - LEASING

632 E MAIN ST. - CALEDONIA

Bill GavinNick Bravata

STAUFFER & WIGGERS INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
ANDY COE

AGENT • PARISHIONER
612 E. Main

616-891-9294

AUTO
LIFE
HOMEOWNERS
BUSINESS
staufferwiggers.com                                                                              Em: andyc@staufferwiggers.com

John Jepsen, M.P.T. & Shawn Collins, P.T.
Parishioners

616.891.0600
www.hjphysicaltherapy.com

Where the good 
things grow!

698-6910
6464 Broadmoor SE
www.harderandwarner.com

6450 100th St.
616-891-6055

mikebrannjr@branns.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS   
#7341 CALEDONIA MICHIGAN

YouTube Video: KofC an Invitation

Check us out            Knights of Columbus #7341
Questions? email, call/text: Phil- md7341@mikofc.org, 616-446-9621

or Mark- gk7341@mikofc.org, 616-510-6358
Meetings 4th Thursday of the month @ 7:30 in St Mary’s East

Matthysse | Kuiper | DeGraaf
FUNERAL • CREMATION • PRE-PLANNING

www.mkdfuneralhome.com
616.724.1800

616-891-1139
Manicures • Pedicures • Facials
Treatments • Wax • Eyelashes
9357 Cherry Valley Ave. SE
CALEDONIA (D&W Market)

Vintage Violet
Beauty

STROO
funeral home

1095 68th St. SE, Grand Rapids

455-9280

JOE SHEAHAN
Owner • Parishioner
616.868.7579 

6770 Whitneyville Ave. SE
Where quality,  honesty & fast friendly service are our best products!

(Excludes tires)

Professional
Pharmacy
Mon - Fri 9am - 8pm
Sat 9am - 3pm • Closed Sun

9175 Cherry Valley Ave.
616-891-1116

www.caledoniapharmacy.com

616.891.5750

9369 Cherry Valley Ave SE • SwierengaJewelers.com

Contact Tim Griffith to place an ad today! 
tgriffith@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6441

Jim Sprich, Fellow Catholic

INTERIOR M EXTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL M COMMERCIAL

FiveStarPainting.com M 616-222-0750
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914 West Main Street - Middleville
Matthew Richmond - Parishioner

269.795.3694 

www.beelergores.com

Briarwood Golf CluB
678-8720 briarwoodlinks.com

Broadmoor Country CluB
891-8000 golfbroadmoor.com

Jeff Leatherman • Parishioner & Mike Leatherman

Retirement: Ready or not. Ready is Better.

Andrew McFadden, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
616-891-1173
866-891-1173
9021 N. Rodgers Ct. S.E.
Suite B,
Caledonia, MI 49316

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

www.carmelospizza.com
616-554-9173

3555 68th St. SE
Caledonia, MI 49316

AT TO R N E YS  &  C O U N S E LO R S

Fredrick J. Boncher Parishioner
Personal Injury & Wrongful Death, Business Transactions & Contract LawPersonal Injury & Wrongful Death, Business Transactions & Contract Law

Wills & Estate Planning, Zoning & Construction LawWills & Estate Planning, Zoning & Construction Law
601 Three Mile Road NW •601 Three Mile Road NW • 616-647-8277  616-647-8277 • fboncher@schenkboncher.com• fboncher@schenkboncher.com

www.schenkboncher.com

ED PAWLOSKI, JR.
110 Johnson Street
616.891.0150
www.edsbody.com

Residential & Commercial
Remodeling • Repairs • Installation

Video Sewer Inspection • Pipe Location
269-795-7630  Jim & Ella Bluhm Parishioners

BILL DONOHUE
REALTOR®

Parishioner

Cell: (616) 446-1083 
bdonohue@greenridge.com
3115 Orchard Vista Dr. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 

616-891-0303
SALES-SERVICE- RENTALS

WATER SOFTENERS - SALT- BOTTLED WATER
9980 Cherry Valley 

WWW.MAYNARDSWATER.COM

www.frontierheatingcooling.com

616.891.8900
210 E. Main St., SE, Caledonia

AcceptingAccepting
New Patients
New Patients

Shaun Williams, DDS,  Parishioner
9041 N. Rodgers Ct. SE, Caledonia, MI 49316

616.891.8931     www.gvdentistry616.891.8931     www.gvdentistry

Aaron Hollister, AAMS® 
FINANCIAL ADVISOR

 Aaron.Hollister@RaymondJames.com
 2060 East Paris Ave. SE Ste. 250
 Grand Rapids, MI 49546
Direct 616.974.3380
Toll Free 800.451.0479 
Parishioner, Parent & Knights of Columbus member
Raymond James & Associates, Inc. Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

COLDWATER CONCRETE
Specializing in

Commercial & Industrial
Scott Coulter, Parishioner
616-765-3192

Deb Grygiel
REALTOR® •  Parishioner

O: 616.915.2848
debsellsgr@gmail.com

7199 Kalamazoo Ave. SE, Suite 210
Caledonia, MI

Commercial & Industrial HVAC
QualityAirInc.com

Meyerink Trenching
Service, LLC

SEPTIC TANKS INSTALLATION, 
SERVICE & CLEANING

8822 HANNA LAKE AVE. 616-698-6202
Gordon Meyerink - Owner

Home - Business - Dumpsters
Proud to be of service to
the Holy Family Parish

616-748-1955    www.arrowaste.com

COLOR OF THE YEAR 2020
FIRST LIGHT 2102-70

 Mon-Fri 8-8,
 Sat 8-5

9960 Cherry Valley Ave SE 
616-891-9255

616-891-1240
9595 Cherry Valley, Suite A

info@hierdds.com
www.sarahcare.com

Experienced care, delivered with love.
Free Caregiver Support Group

616.528.4003
METRO HEALTH VILLAGE • KNAPPS VILLAGE


