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SACRAMENTS 
Baptism & Sacrament of 
Matrimony (616) 891-9259 
Reconciliation  
Saturdays  4 - 4:30 PM 

PARISH OFFICE 
9669 Kraft Avenue 
Caledonia, MI 49316 
Phone  (616) 891-9259 
Monday - Thursday 
9:00 AM -3:00 PM 
Fridays  9:00 AM - 12 PM 
PASTOR 
Rev. Phil Shangraw 
pastor@holyfamilycaledonia.org 
(616) 891-9259 ext 223 

MASS TIMES 
Wednesday, Thursday,  
& Friday  9 AM (Church) 
Saturday  5 PM (Church) 
Sunday  9 & 11 AM (Church) 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Thursday  9:30 AM - 3 PM 
SACRAMENTAL EMERGENCY 
(After business hours only) 
Call (616) 536-0477   

“We are called as a family to know, love and serve God.”  
We are one family of faith with many diverse and gifted members. We are many parts forming one Body of 

Christ.  We are called to minister to one another with respect, dignity and compassion. 

www.holyfamilycaledonia.org 

Holy Family Catholic Church 

parishoffice@ 
holyfamilycaledonia.org 
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A wonderful thing happened this Christmas.  I was blessed to celebrate the 
Christmas Masses at Holy Family.  And to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the parish.  
 
A lot of work went into these celebrations.  There was the decorating, the music 
practices, and the scheduling. There was setting up the halls for the possibility of an 
overflow of congregants.  Fortunately we didn’t need the extra space.  The 
streaming service was not working properly.  If something can go wrong with technology I will experience 
it.  Never fails.  And I didn’t even have to touch it this time.  
 
Many people were involved in the preparation and in the liturgy themselves.  The staff, of course, and Sheryl, 
our pianist.  There were the ushers who played an important role in keeping people 6 feet apart, there were 
the sacristans, lectors and singers.  There was a different choral group and cantor at each Mass which I 
selfishly liked since it made each Mass a little different.  Standing in the back of church I truly enjoyed the 20 
minute preludes. Thank you to all of our volunteers!  
 
Another wonderful thing happened this Christmas.  Gifts.  I appreciated the thoughtfulness and generosity 
of many who sent me cards and gifts or baked me something.  I think there may be a conspiracy to put a 
few pounds on me.    
 
It seems a lot of wonderful things happen around Christmas.  A wonderful thing happened around this time 
69 years ago.  On January 19, 1952, God spoke these words, “You are my beloved and on you my favor 
rests.”  On that day I was baptized and became a child of God no less loved than Jesus himself.  Do I really 
believe that?  Sometimes.  Not often enough.  
 
Deep in the heart of most of us there is a lurking feeling that all the things that we hear and say about God’s 
love are not really true.  Oh, we accept the notion of God’s love in a general sort of way.  For all humankind, 
for instance.  But, for me?  Personally?  That is when our feelings of insecurity bubble up.  
 
On this feast of the Baptism of Jesus, I invite you to do three things.  
 
First, repeat these words to yourself over and over today, “You are my beloved, on you my favor rests.”  
 
Second, ask God to help you to believe it.  After all, God does not love you because you are morally upright 
and keep all the commandments.  God does not love you because you make your bed in the morning and 
brush your teeth after every meal.  God does not love you because you have accepted Jesus as your personal 
Lord and Savior.  God loves you not because of who you are or what you do, but because of who God is.  God 
is love.  And to think or say that God cannot possibly love you is a form of pride.  Who are you to tell God 
whom God can or cannot love?  Fortunately, God loves those who are proud and are not always very lovable.  
 
Thirdly, pull out those old baptismal certificates that are yellowing in some shoebox or folder at home.  Or 
call the church where you were baptized and ask for the date on which you received the sacrament.  Mark 
the date on your calendar and––along with birthdays and wedding anniversaries––celebrate it.  It is the day 
that God spoke to you in the innermost part of your soul, “You are my beloved and on you my favor rests.”  
 
Now isn’t that something wonderful?   

 A NOTE FROM FATHER PHIL 



SUNDAY READINGS 
Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him while he is near. 
Let the scoundrel forsake his way, and the wicked man his thoughts; 
Let him turn to the LORD for mercy; to our God, who is generous in 
forgiving (Is 55:6-7) 
 

You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation. (Is 12:3) 
 

This is the one who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ, 
not by water alone, but by water and blood. (1 Jn 5:6) 
 

And a voice came from the heavens, 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” (Mk 1:11) 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 10, 2021 
Sunday 
Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11 or  
Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3)]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11 
Monday 
Heb 1:1-6/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9 [cf. 7c]/Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday 
Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 7]/Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday 
Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday 
Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11 [8]/Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: 
Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8 [cf. 7b]/Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday 
Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [cf. Jn 6:63c]/Mk 2:13-17 
Next Sunday 
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 [8a, 9a]/1 Cor 6:13c-15a,  
17-20/Jn 1:35-42 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 
9:00 AM       †Keith Adams 
11:00 AM       †Peter & Kathleen Huizenga 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13 
9:00 AM       †Roberta Andrusiak 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 
9:00 AM      †Jim MacDonald 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 
9:00 AM       †Eugene Slane 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 
5:00 PM       †Bob McKerroll 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 
9:00 AM       †Richard Perez 
11:00 AM       †Peter & Kathleen Huizenga 
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REFLECT 
 

John teaches his community that 
God Himself has “testified on 
behalf of His Son.” In what way 
does this divine assurance help 
strengthen your faith? 
 

The preaching of John the 
Baptist and the baptism of 
Jesus is the opening scene 
in the Gospel of Mark. In 
Jesus’ baptism, the Father, 
Son, and Spirit were fully 
present. As a baptized 
Christian, can you think of a 
time when you experienced 
God’s presence? 



PARISH NEWS 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THESE 
LOVED ONES 

Holy Family offers, as a 
community, the gift of prayer.  If 
you would like your name listed 
in the bulletin for prayer during 
a time of immediate urgent 
need, contact the Parish Office 
and leave contact information 
and relationship to the person 
needing prayer.   

  

PARISH NEWS 

 
 
 
 

PARISH NEWS 
THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 
We will not be publishing our 
weekly calendar as the schedule 
is changing frequently due to 
COVID restrictions.  Please refer 
to our parish calendar on the 
website for the most up to date 
information.   
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January 10, 2021  
Baptism of the Lord (B)  
Is 55:1–11; 1 Jn 5:1–9; Mk 1:7–11  
 
Who was not asked, at the dawn of young adulthood, “What do you 
want to be when you grow up?” Today there are so many options for 
girls and boys. How does one decide? Money and security are very 
tempting, as are fame and reputation. And then there is the other 
side of the story when, in the quiet of our thoughts, we wonder if we 
became everything we might have been. Did we choose the right 
path or the easy one? Did we rise to the occasion when life 
challenged us, or did we stay where it was comfortable? Did we 
really grow up, or did we just get older?  

Today we cross the threshold of Christmastime and into Ordinary 
Time, when the readings focus on discipleship. What kind of disciple 
do we want to be? Regardless of the past, today we have a chance 
to start anew. Today’s Gospel passage places Jesus before us as a 
model to follow. He is at the threshold of his ministry. Stepping out of the waters of the Jordan, he is told: 
“You are my beloved Son.” As Son, his role is to bring God’s goodness to the world. Through baptism and 
profession of faith, we too are filled with God’s spirit. We too are beloved sons and daughters of God, called 
to bring God’s goodness to the world. What does this mean for us? To what kind of lives does this call us? 
What do we want to be when we grow up?  

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA  

GOOD NEWS 

If you have not picked up 
your family copy of the 
book, Do Something Beau-
tiful for God, the Essential 
Teachings of Mother Teresa 
be sure to grab one before 
they are all gone. 
Also available while sup-
plies last are copies of My 
Little Mass Journal for our 
elementary aged children.   
Both of these books can be 
found on the table where 
the CD Rack is located as 
long as supplies last. 
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Even the slightest flicker of a light helps to properly orient us when we find ourselves in total darkness. 
Being in darkness can be unsettling and even a bit unnerving. We lose our focus and struggle to find our 
bearings and achieve balance. On life’s journey we may think 
we are walking in the light but are really lingering in darkness. 
We do not see the full picture, either because we are 
distracted, disinterested, or even apprehensive. Sometimes, we 
even choose to close our eyes when the light is readily available 
to illuminate our path. Do we really desire to know the truth of 
who we are? In Jesus Christ, a light has been given to those 
who dwell in darkness. God’s revelation gives us the light to see 
where we come from, who we are and where we are going. It 
also tells us that this Good News is not meant for just a 
privileged few but is intended to go out to all the world. Is this 
something we want to see? 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

Holy Family will be hosting the 
next Caledonia Community 
Church blood drive on Tuesday, 
January 12 from 1:00 to 6:30pm.  
By sharing 50 minutes of time you 
could save someone’s life.  Help 
your community by giving the gift 
of life to a patient in need.  Masks 
and social distancing will still be 
observed. 
 

Streamline your process for check 
in by doing an online verification 
ON THE DAY OF YIOUR 
DONATION.  Log into https://bit.ly/
CALjan12 , review education 
materials, complete the online 
questions and bring printed or 
mobile confirmation to your 
scheduled appointment-without 

this confirmation you will be 
asked to fill out the questions 
again. 
 

Appointment times are every 5 
minutes.  Donors without 
appointments will be fit into an 
open time slot.  If interested in 
donating blood you may sign up 
at https://bit.ly/CALjan12 or call 
Char Mello, chairperson  
616-901-2803.  Please join us for 
good fellowship, trail mix and 
snacks. 
 

UPCOMING BLOOD DRIVE 
DATES 

Tuesday’s Mar  9, May 11, July 13, 
Sept 14, Nov 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AN IMPACT STORY BY HUDSON 
HARLOFF 

Hudson 
Harloff’s 
body isn’t 
able to 
produce red blood cells, so every 
couple of weeks the toddler needs 
a blood transfusion to stay alive. 
He also has a rare blood type, AB+, 
which is shared by only 3 percent 
of Americans. However, people 
with AB+ blood have a special gift 
– they are universal recipients, 
meaning they can safely receive 
any blood type from any donor. 
Hudson’s family is thankful to 
donors of all blood types in our 
community that help support him 
and other patients in need. 
 

“Before he was born, I didn’t think 
about blood donation. I don’t 
think most people do,” said mom 
Lisa Harloff, “Now, I hope putting a 
face to it would help. Seeing 
Hudson shows the type of 
difference they’re making.” 

BE THE BEACON OF HOPE—DONATE BLOOD 



The Baptism of the Lord 
We need history. We need it in 
order to understand ourselves, 
personally and collectively. The 
pieces of our histories may not 
have always been the most 
positive, honest, exemplary, 
dignified, proud and best 
moments of our lives, but they are 
ours. We have to acknowledge, 
remember, accept, and often heal 
them. We cannot forget them or 
pretend that they never existed. 
As horrible as the atrocities of 
events like Auschwitz, brutal 
injustices committed throughout 
the human journey, or personal 
painful experiences in our own 
stories, we need to remember. 
These times when humanity in 
general or people in particular 
have lost their way are times that 
need to be reconciled and 
redeemed. 

If we lose the memories, we will 
make the same mistakes again. 
The human soul needs a strong 
sense of affirmation, direction, and 
clear purpose. Without these 
essentials, we will easily run 
amuck and repeat the sins of our 

past. God’s voice throughout 
history has spoken precisely about 
this! We are reminded through 
the voices and example of many 
prophets and witnesses not to 
make the same mistakes again, 
come back to center, discover the 
purpose given to us by God, 

maintain a sense of proper 
direction, seek healing for wounds 
and be reconciled to our Creator. 

Baptism is so incredibly important 
for the salvation of humankind, 
not only eternally but here and 
now. Our existence depends upon 
it. It gives us the affirmation we 
need from God by gifting us with 
the same intimate relationship 
Jesus had with the Father. We are 
blessed with the direction and 
clear purpose we need in order to 

be productive stewards and 
faithful Christians. Baptism calls us 
to remember, accept, and deal 
with the sins and inequities of our 
past regardless of how hurtful and 
serious. We consciously choose to 
turn away from them and put on 
the new life of Christ. To do this 
well, we must look hard and long 
at our sins and failings, listen to 
what they are saying and learn 
from them. If we ignore the past, 
collectively or personally, or 
pretend that it never happened, 
we will never grow. We will surely 
die. 

People need to hear the message, 
lived and spoken, delivered by the 
baptized members of the Body of 
Christ. It is an essential message of 
hope that is layered with visions of 
justice, peace, reconciliation, 
redemption, blessing, and healing. 
It is a message that helps us 
remember what has gone before, 
the graces and the sins, and bring 
ourselves by God’s help where we 
need to be. We are called to do 
much more than sit home behind 
our closed doors. We have a 
message to deliver. Are we ready 
to do so? 
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 GOSPEL MEDITATION 
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE  

WHY DO WE HOLD HANDS DURING THE OUR FATHER? 

The practice of members of the assembly holding hands while praying the Lord’s Prayer during the Mass is a 
custom that developed organically in the 1970s and 1980s. While some commentators acknowledge that the 
practice varies from place to place, it is a fairly universal reality in parishes across the United States. For some, 
this action symbolizes the communion of Christians praying together as one family of believers honoring the 
Father of All. Critics of the practice sometimes express concern that holding hands can be a distraction from 
the more significant unity that is experienced when we process to the altar to receive sacramental 
communion. 

And so, we’re left to ask, what is the answer? 

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (the document that offers specific instructions for the 
celebration of the Mass) is silent on the practice, saying only that “all the faithful say the prayer” with the 
priest. The website of the US Bishops simply observes that “No position is prescribed in the Roman Missal 
for an assembly gesture during the Lord’s Prayer.” And so, we’re left to discern within ourselves and within 
our parish and religious communities what is an authentic gesture of praise during this important point of 
the Mass. For some, this means continuing to hold hands, while for others, this may mean adopting 
another posture of prayer. 

Note:  This practice is suspended during COVID-19. 



When God Whispers 

“You don’t need to shout. My 
hearing works just fine.” 

Are you a parent that has used 
that one on your kids? I’m not sure 
at what age they realize that the 
volume of their voice doesn’t 
correlate to the likelihood of 
receiving a favorable reply — it 
might be sometime in the teenage 
years, when the talking slows 
down altogether. 

But I’ve got to admit, it would be 
nice if God always gave us a loud 
and dramatic sign when He 
wanted something — the 
booming voice and the torn-open 
heavens (“This is my beloved Son!”) 
really get the message across. 
Sometimes I find myself envious of 
the Apostles, who were able to 
witness such things in person. 

The fact of the matter is, in the 

year 2021, God is more likely to 
speak in a whisper than in a shout. 
The prophet Isaiah forewarns that 
Christ himself will not be a 
noisemaker — for all his preaching, 
he will not cry out or shout to bring 
forth justice to the nations. His way 
is altogether different than that. 

We are not the Apostles, and we 
do not have the privilege of seeing 
the Holy Spirit descend on Christ 
like a dove. But here’s the good 

news: God doesn’t need to shout. 
Our spiritual hearing works just 
fine. We just have to be listening. 

Let’s wake up each morning ready 
to hear God’s whispers throughout 
the day. Let’s make a conscious 
effort to invite those whispers into 
our hearts, where they can 
become a catalyst for grace in this 
world. 

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE 
Please plan on attending this 
year’s Sanctity of 
Human Life Service at 
Caledonia Christian 
Reformed Church, 9957 Cherry 
Valley Ave. SE, Caledonia on 
January 17. 

One-hour service starts at 5:00 
p.m. Sponsored by Caledonia/
Middleville Area Right to Life 
www.calmidrtl.com 
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Only the Best.

www.foxchevorletGR.com

6 1 6 - 8 9 1 - 8 1 0 4
NEW & USED CARS - TRUCKS - LEASING

632 E MAIN ST. - CALEDONIA

Bill GavinNick Bravata

STAUFFER & WIGGERS INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
ANDY COE

AGENT • PARISHIONER
612 E. Main

616-891-9294

AUTO
LIFE
HOMEOWNERS
BUSINESS
staufferwiggers.com                                                                              Em: andyc@staufferwiggers.com

John Jepsen, M.P.T. & Shawn Collins, P.T.
Parishioners

616.891.0600
www.hjphysicaltherapy.com

Where the good 
things grow!

698-6910
6464 Broadmoor SE
www.harderandwarner.com

6450 100th St.
616-891-6055

mikebrannjr@branns.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS   
#7341 CALEDONIA MICHIGAN

YouTube Video: KofC an Invitation

Check us out            Knights of Columbus #7341
Questions? email, call/text: Phil- md7341@mikofc.org, 616-446-9621

or Mark- gk7341@mikofc.org, 616-510-6358
Meetings 4th Thursday of the month @ 7:30 in St Mary’s East

Matthysse | Kuiper | DeGraaf
FUNERAL • CREMATION • PRE-PLANNING

www.mkdfuneralhome.com
616.724.1800

616-891-1139
Manicures • Pedicures • Facials
Treatments • Wax • Eyelashes
9357 Cherry Valley Ave. SE
CALEDONIA (D&W Market)

Vintage Violet
Beauty

STROO
funeral home

1095 68th St. SE, Grand Rapids

455-9280

JOE SHEAHAN
Owner • Parishioner
616.868.7579 

6770 Whitneyville Ave. SE
Where quality,  honesty & fast friendly service are our best products!

(Excludes tires)

Professional
Pharmacy
Mon - Fri 9am - 8pm
Sat 9am - 3pm • Closed Sun

9175 Cherry Valley Ave.
616-891-1116

www.caledoniapharmacy.com

616.891.5750

9369 Cherry Valley Ave SE • SwierengaJewelers.com

Contact Tim Griffith to place an ad today! 
tgriffith@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6441

Jim Sprich, Fellow Catholic

INTERIOR M EXTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL M COMMERCIAL

FiveStarPainting.com M 616-222-0750
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914 West Main Street - Middleville
Matthew Richmond - Parishioner

269.795.3694 

www.beelergores.com

Briarwood Golf CluB
678-8720 briarwoodlinks.com

Broadmoor Country CluB
891-8000 golfbroadmoor.com

Jeff Leatherman • Parishioner & Mike Leatherman

Retirement: Ready or not. Ready is Better.

Andrew McFadden, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
616-891-1173
866-891-1173
9021 N. Rodgers Ct. S.E.
Suite B,
Caledonia, MI 49316

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

www.carmelospizza.com
616-554-9173

3555 68th St. SE
Caledonia, MI 49316

AT TO R N E YS  &  C O U N S E LO R S

Fredrick J. Boncher Parishioner
Personal Injury & Wrongful Death, Business Transactions & Contract LawPersonal Injury & Wrongful Death, Business Transactions & Contract Law

Wills & Estate Planning, Zoning & Construction LawWills & Estate Planning, Zoning & Construction Law
601 Three Mile Road NW •601 Three Mile Road NW • 616-647-8277  616-647-8277 • fboncher@schenkboncher.com• fboncher@schenkboncher.com

www.schenkboncher.com

ED PAWLOSKI, JR.
110 Johnson Street
616.891.0150
www.edsbody.com

Residential & Commercial
Remodeling • Repairs • Installation

Video Sewer Inspection • Pipe Location
269-795-7630  Jim & Ella Bluhm Parishioners

BILL DONOHUE
REALTOR®

Parishioner

Cell: (616) 446-1083 
bdonohue@greenridge.com
3115 Orchard Vista Dr. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 

616-891-0303
SALES-SERVICE- RENTALS

WATER SOFTENERS - SALT- BOTTLED WATER
9980 Cherry Valley 

WWW.MAYNARDSWATER.COM

www.frontierheatingcooling.com

616.891.8900
210 E. Main St., SE, Caledonia

AcceptingAccepting
New Patients
New Patients

Shaun Williams, DDS,  Parishioner
9041 N. Rodgers Ct. SE, Caledonia, MI 49316

616.891.8931     www.gvdentistry616.891.8931     www.gvdentistry

Aaron Hollister, AAMS® 
FINANCIAL ADVISOR

 Aaron.Hollister@RaymondJames.com
 2060 East Paris Ave. SE Ste. 250
 Grand Rapids, MI 49546
Direct 616.974.3380
Toll Free 800.451.0479 
Parishioner, Parent & Knights of Columbus member
Raymond James & Associates, Inc. Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

COLDWATER CONCRETE
Specializing in

Commercial & Industrial
Scott Coulter, Parishioner
616-765-3192

Deb Grygiel
REALTOR® •  Parishioner

O: 616.915.2848
debsellsgr@gmail.com

7199 Kalamazoo Ave. SE, Suite 210
Caledonia, MI

Commercial & Industrial HVAC
QualityAirInc.com

Meyerink Trenching
Service, LLC

SEPTIC TANKS INSTALLATION, 
SERVICE & CLEANING

8822 HANNA LAKE AVE. 616-698-6202
Gordon Meyerink - Owner

Home - Business - Dumpsters
Proud to be of service to
the Holy Family Parish

616-748-1955    www.arrowaste.com

COLOR OF THE YEAR 2020
FIRST LIGHT 2102-70

 Mon-Fri 8-8,
 Sat 8-5

9960 Cherry Valley Ave SE 
616-891-9255

616-891-1240
9595 Cherry Valley, Suite A

info@hierdds.com
www.sarahcare.com

Experienced care, delivered with love.
Free Caregiver Support Group

616.528.4003
METRO HEALTH VILLAGE • KNAPPS VILLAGE


