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“Add zest to your life . . .And pass the joy to others!”�

Jun - Jul  ‘21 

Activities & Events Guide 



ABOUT THE WILLIAMSTON AREA SENIOR CENTER 

2 | Williamston Area Senior Center (517) 655-5173 * williamstonseniorctr@gmail.com 

Summer is almost here! 

 

 Few would guess we were a month 

away from summer as the brave members of 

the WASC participated in the May Picnic in 

the Park. With temperatures in the 50s and a 

brisk breeze, several enjoyed hot dogs from the 

grill and warm fellowship with fellow seniors. 

The picnic also served as the occasion for our 

annual meeting and announcements of im-

portant changes and upcoming programs for 

the WASC. Additional information from the 

meeting and subsequent election of officers is provided in this newsletter.  

 As warmer days are approaching, we look forward not only to a change of seasons but also a change 

in opportunities for seniors, provided through the WASC. Several programs are in the planning stages in-

cluding a Picnic in the Park each month and gatherings at the senior center. As soon as we receive the ap-

proval from the TCOA we look forward to offering meals three days each week as we did prior to the pan-

demic. Continue to check out the WASC website and Facebook pages for the most current information re-

garding events provided by the center.  In the meantime, you are welcome to stop up at the WASC on the 

third floor of the Commons for some coffee, a few games, and to enjoy other activities as they are provided. 

Check out the events listed in the newsletter. And enjoy the warm weather! 

Weekly Activities 

The WASC offers several opportunities for seniors to 

connect for coffee, snacks, and social activities three 

days per week beginning at 10:00 am. Seniors must 

call the center to reserve a spot. The latest COVID 

protocols mandated by the state are practiced. In ad-

dition, some programs are in the planning process to 

provide much needed services to area seniors even 

though we are not able to resume the lunch program 

offered by TCOA. 

 

Information regarding current activities will be post-

ed online and at the WASC Facebook page.  Seniors 

may also contact the WASC either by phone or email 

for more information. 

 

 

WASC is online 

Check us out online for latest updates: 

 

Web: www.williamstonseniorcenter.com 

Facebook: Williamston Area Senior Center 

 

 

WASC Mission 

The WASC shall be a “go-to” resource where aging adults 

and their families find support, guidance, educational, and 

social programs assisting seniors 55 years of age and older, 

navigate life transitions, and continue to be active, 

healthy, and engaged in the community. 

 

 Our mission is reflected in our motto: 

Add zest to life and pass the joy to others. 

 

WASC Purpose 

The WASC shall provide educational, enrichment, 

health awareness, and social programs; shall serve as 

a resource for individuals needing assistance with 

medical and social service networks; and collaborate 

with other community agencies, local government, 

and trained professionals to meet the needs of the 

senior population. 

 

WASC Location 

The WASC meets on the third floor of the Com-

mons, 201 School Street in Williamston, Michigan.   

Handicap access and elevators are available. 
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Support the WASC, shop at AmazonSmile! 

  

 AmazonSmile is a simple way to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, 

at no additional cost to you. When you shop at AmazonSmile, you find the same low prices, vast selection, 

and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will do-

nate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice.  

 

Here's how to sign up for AmazonSmile: 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com. 

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials (login id and password). 

3. Choose a charitable organization, search for the Williamston Area Senior Center to receive dona-

tions. Select the Williamston Area Senior Center as your charity. 

4. Start shopping. 

5. Bookmark smile. Amazon.com to make it easier to shop again. 

 June 2021 – It’s been 15 months; can you believe it?  We have been closed 

for most of this time.  We have been slowly offering limited services to our seniors 

in compliance with the Covid-19 guidelines.  The WASC continues to follow the 

most recent State guidelines for vaccinated and unvaccinated people participating 

in activities.   

 The number of vaccinated individuals keeps increasing and the numbers of 

individuals getting sick decreasing – it looks like in the coming months, we will be 

starting to provide additional services, including hot meals, senior trips, and other 

activities. We can’t wait for this to happen, and our seniors are anxious for things 

to get back to normal.  We plan on having a picnic in the park each month during 

this summer.  Please check our website or Facebook page for specific dates and lo-

cations. 

 In June, we will continue to provide additional limited presentations, i.e., 

music bingo, chair exercises, coffee with the President of WASC, mind games, bin-

go, birthday bash, and senior movies.  If you have any suggestions for other activi-

ties we can add that fit the Covid-19 guidelines, please make those recommenda-

tions.  In the meantime, if you have not received your vaccine, please schedule one for the benefit of your-

self and others. 

During the Covid-19 Pandemic, any Williamston area senior may pick up a five-day supply of fro-

zen meals at the WASC every Wednesday. Seniors needing meals may participate by contacting the Tri-

County Office on Aging at 517-887-1393 to set up a time to pick up their meals.   

The Williamston Area Senior Center is a non-profit charitable 501 © (3) organization.  Any dona-

tion to the center is tax-deductible.  Another way you can support the center is through a legacy bequest as 

a part of your estate planning. 

 

—John Roy Castillo 
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President 

Michael Black (2022) 

Phone: 517.202.1610 

Email: mikeablack@gmail.com 

 

Vice President 

Ron Harris (2022) 

Phone: 517.655.3009 

Email: ron101848@gmail.com 

 

Secretary 

Marilyn Thompson (2023) 

Phone: 517.420.1142 

Email: Marjt76@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Steve Arends (2024) 

Phone: 517.657.3805 

Email: ksarends@yahoo.com 

Trustees 

Karen Bollman (2024) 

Phone: 517.655.4728 

Email: kmbollman@gmail.com 

 

Roxanne Houghton (2023) 

Phone: 810.869.0952 

Email: roxie03.rh@gmail.com 

 

Ann Lemmon (2023) 

Phone: 517.290-3078 

Email: lemmenah@gmail.com 

 

Julie Rudd (2022) 

Phone: 517.410.9433 

Email: jul992000@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Community Representatives: 

 

John Allen, Wheatfield Township 

Tammy Gilroy, Williamston 

Wilma Whitehead, Leroy Township 

 

Ex-officio members: 

 

Director 

John Roy Castillo 

Phone: 517.204.7694 

Email: castillojohnroy@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer emeritus 

Virginia Taschner 

Phone: 517.231.5615 

 

 

 

�

Gifts and Memorials 

 

February 2021 

Frederick and Sharlyn Gates in memory of Si Bement & Cleo 

Chase 

Elaine Morse in memory of Si Bement, Cleo Chase, Helen Bi-

gelow, & Joe Spano 

David Jones 

Phyliss Tomlinson 

Dorothy Rush 

Williamston Township 

 

March 2021 

Barb Upleger in memory of Cleo Chase, Si Bement, Joe Spano, 

& Jim Steddord 

Marlowe Hart in memory of Cleo Chase & Si Bement 

 

April 2021 

Robert & Joan Bement in memory of Audrey Force 

Oakland Christian School in memory of Audrey Force 

Violet Lentz in memory of Audrey Force 

Lois P. Lynch in memory of Audrey Force 

April 2021 continued 

Delores J. Fate in memory of Audrey Force 

Mark & Andrea Zajac in memory of Audrey Force 

Alice Heim in memory of Audrey Force & Fred Gates 

Timothy Bogert in memory of Audrey Force 

Luella Ballenger in memory of Audrey Force 

Linda Baughan in memory of Audrey Force 

John & Natalie Drouillard in memory of Audrey Force 

John & Jean Benjamin in memory of Audrey Force 

Russ & Susan Cockerill in memory of Audrey Force 

Kathleen Ward in memory of Audrey Force 

Marsha Swain in memory of Audrey Force 

Marilyn Thompson in memory of Audrey Force & Fred Gates 

Robert Bement 

Harvest House Ministries 

 

Thanks to following for tax revenues: 

Leroy Township 

Wheatfield Township 

City of Williamston 

 

Thanks so much for your generous support! 



PRESIDENT MIKE’S POST 

Welcome to another year 

of activities for the Williamston 

Area Senior Center. My name is 

Mike Black, and I was recently 

elected to serve as president of the 

board. I'm looking forward to con-

tinuing the exemplary legacy of 

service provided by our outgoing 

president, Ron Harris. Each of us 

will share this month's president's 

page. 

Allow me to provide a brief 

introduction for those I haven't 

met yet. I've served on the board 

for the past six years, although I've 

visited the WASC much longer 

than that. I am married to my best 

friend, Ruth (she is the "good look-

ing" one in the picture.) We have 

three grown children and four 

grandchildren.   

A resident of the William-

ston community since 1990, I 

served as the pastor at West Locke 

Wesleyan Church. West Locke 

and Rowley Wesleyan Churches 

merged in 2018 to form Family 

Life Wesleyan. I serve on a part-

time basis as the executive pastor 

there.  

My hobbies include walk-

ing, outdoor activities, home re-

pairs, mystery movies, and writ-

ing. 

I'm looking forward to get-

ting better acquainted with each of 

you over the next several weeks. If 

you have suggestions or questions, 

feel free to reach out to me. On 

Thursday, June 10

th

, I will be at 

the WASC for a monthly "coffee 

with the president" get-together. 

Please come out and catch up. 

While we cannot enjoy the weekly 

meals due to the pandemic re-

strictions, we can still enjoy a cup 

of java and share stories of life and 

our dreams for the future. 

 

--Mike 
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From Ron Harris, out-going president. 

 Well, my friends, I served as the president of the board for WASC for the past three years.  I will continue to 

serve in the Vice-President role for the next year. I thought it would be nice to look back at some highlights and 

acknowledge the people who have been a part of the WASC and helped me lead. 

 Some of the highlights for the past three years include: providing a booth at the Farmer's Market and operat-

ing the concessions at the Concerts in the Park. The center also sponsored two different plays written by John Good-

win, a friend of Karen Bollman. The center was supported in these endeavors by the Williamston Theatre and Red 

Cedar Grill. The WASC also launched the chili cook-off fundraisers, which began in a tent by the football field and 

were then sponsored by Old Nation Brewery. The WASC also upgraded its technology to provide for wi-fi connec-

tions, computers, a large-screen T.V. and Zoom connections thanks in large part to the work of Dale and Karen Spak. 

 These activities would not be possible without the dedicated support of numerous volunteers. A special thanks 

to Virginia Taschner, who served many years as treasurer and secretary. Thanks to Steve Arends for assuming the 

treasurer's role and Julie Rudd for serving as secretary. Beverly Jabolonowski provides Facebook updates, and Julie 

Rudd oversees the website. Marilyn Thompson helped computerize the office records and planned the Veteran's Day 

program and other events. Mike Black served as editor of the newsletter. Julie Rudd, Susie Cockerill, and Karen Spak 

worked diligently to obtain millage funding. Tina Maurer led the activities committee and worked in the kitchen. Al-

so serving in the kitchen were Mickie, Brenda, Therese, CJ, and Susie. Thanks to Ann Lemmen, Roxanne Houghton, 

Beverly Zetterholm, Cindi Hale, and Christine Hortsman, who served on the board and volunteer their time. Thanks 

to Tim and Tracie Blaise and their staff for providing the facilities at the Commons for the WASC to use. Thank you 

to our community volunteers, including Delta Rho, Williamston PALS, and the Williamston Library, to name a few. 

Thanks also to local townships and the city for providing support through millage or contributions. Out of fear of 

missing someone, just know that I appreciate and thank all the volunteers who help at WASC.  Special thanks to all 

the seniors who come to the senior center. 

 None of us, including me, ever do great things.  But we can all do small things with great love and together 

we can do something wonderful. (Mother Theresa). 

 God Bless you all and thank you for all your support!  The best is yet to come! 

 

Thanks Ron for providing such great leadership to the WASC!  We deeply appreciate both you and Dawn. 
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Shirley Pet-

tis is a vol-

unteer that 

few people 

know.  She 

provides a 

community 

service to another non-profit – 

Ronald McDonald House Chari-

ties.  As many of you may know, 

the Ronald McDonald House of 

Mid-Michigan was opened in 2000 

to provide temporary housing for 

families of sick children.  You 

probably don’t know that the 

House accepts metal pop tabs as a 

fundraiser for miscellaneous sup-

plies. 

Tabs from pop cans, energy 

drinks, soup cans, or any metallic 

tab can be dropped off at the Wil-

liamston Area Senior Center. 

Then Shirley will count and pack-

age them before presenting them 

to the Ronald McDonald House.  

It takes approximately 1,128 tabs 

to equal a pound.  Shirley said the 

WASC collected about 9,000 tabs 

each year before the pandemic.  

And yes, she counts every single 

one of them!  (And I didn’t even 

know we collected them!) 

Shirley is a full-blooded 

Native American, half Chocktaw 

and half Navajo, originally from 

Arizona.  Her family moved to 

California when her father took a 

new job with the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs.  She met her husband, 

originally from Fenton, Michigan, 

when he was temporarily working 

in California as a well driller.  

They eventually moved back to 

mid-Michigan and ended up in 

Williamston and had six children. 

Shirley became acquainted 

with the WASC when she was 

looking for a ride to a medical ap-

pointment. She discovered more 

than just a ride!  She not only had 

lunches (before the pandemic) 

with “her gang.” They also went 

to dinner on Sundays.  She has 

been a member for many years 

and enjoys the lunches and other 

activities. 

She likes to cook authentic 

Mexican food, making her own 

tortillas, and hopes to get a chance 

to take a trip to New Mexico to 

visit with her sister. 

 

--submitted by Karen Spak 

June 2021 Events  

The second Picnic in the Park will be Tues-

day, June 22nd

,

 at Simmons Memorial Park in 

Webberville, from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Lunch is 

provided—hot dogs, chips, bottled water, and des-

sert.  Please bring a chair.  Reservations are a must – 

call 517-655-5173 and leave a voice message. Please 

call before June 18th to make your reservation.   

The following events are scheduled from 

12:00 noon to 1:30 pm unless otherwise indicated. 

�� Wednesday, June 9th, Chair Exercise by Kristen 

McIntyre.   

�� Thursday, June 10th, coffee with the President 

at 11:00 am. 

�� Wednesday, June 16th, Birthday Bash. 

�� Thursday, June 17th, Music Bingo with Tammy 

from Grace Hospice. 

�� Wednesday, June 23rd, Mind Games sponsored 

by the Williamston Area Library.  

�� Wednesday, June 30th, Senior Movie. 

 Free coffee and socializing opportunities are 

available every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 

from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon. 

Other activities include:   

�� Tuesday Knitters Group—from 1:00 pm to 3:00 

pm 

�� Wednesday Needle Craft Group—from 1:00 pm 

to 3:00 pm. 

�� Thursday Pinochle—from 10:00 am to 12:00 

noon. 

Current state executive orders related to 

COVID-19 will be practiced.  WASC members are 

strongly encouraged to get vaccinated. As more ac-

tivities become available, those who have received 

their vaccination will not only enjoy peace of mind 

but may find greater latitude in participating in 

group activities.   

Office Max and Office Depot are offering 

free laminating for vaccine cards through July 25th. 

Show your COVID-19 vaccination card at Meijer 

Pharmacy and receive $10 off on a purchase of $50 

or more.  
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Sports… Some People Love ‘Em - Some Don’t 

 Ron Harris, our outgoing president, lives 

and breathes sports.  He supports Williamston 

sports and even videos the high school football 

games with CJ Lutz.  That’s where their loyalties 

end. CJ is a University of Michigan supporter (his 

father played football there), and Ron is a solid 

MSU fan – having graduated from MSU. 

Joan & Levi Vogt are fans of Webberville 

and MSU basketball and football.  Alice Heim en-

joys the Tigers and both the MSU men’s and wom-

en’s basketball teams. 

 Mickie Manley is an MSU football fan. 

Vernon Warren is a fan of Western Michigan Uni-

versity lacrosse, where his grandson plays.  Ruth 

Ann Matthews is an MSU basketball fan.  

Bob Klausing supports the Tigers and Li-

ons, as does Steve Arends—regardless of how bad 

their records get.  Pat Jennings is also a diehard 

Tigers fan.   Janet Peckens supports the Red 

Wings; she even wears a Red Wings mask to show 

her support during her visits to the Senior Center. 

Salvatore Giuliano is a soccer fan.  Bev Zet-

terholm said she is a fan of tennis and soccer.  Dee 

Fate is an MSU fan.  Marilyn Thompson has sea-

son tickets to MSU hockey and football.  Bob Be-

ment is a big University of Michigan fan, while his 

wife, Joan, and her sister Elaine Morse are season 

ticket holders to MSU women’s basketball. 

 But for those of you who are like John Roy 

Castillo, Janet Card, Louie Filiwock (who wanted 

to know if farming was a sport!), Connie Foster, 

and Barb Upleger—admitting to not enjoying or 

following sports—I thought I would share a quick 

story about the college basketball championship: 

The championship tourney usually is played 

in March (thus, it was dubbed “March Madness”).  

But after adding teams and finding out that they 

could earn additional revenue if they drew it out 

further, it now spans into April.  Games are played 

regionally throughout the US over two long week-

ends and winnowed down from 68 teams to 16 the 

first weekend and down to 4 teams after the second 

weekend.  Those four teams go to the FINAL 

FOUR.   

But be-

cause of 

COVID-19, it 

was all played 

in the Indian-

apolis area in 

2021.  Neither 

the University 

of Michigan 

nor Michigan 

State Universi-

ty made it to 

the Final Four 

in 2021.  How-

ever, two of our more sports-crazy members have 

“left the building” and started on the Road to the 

2022 Final Four scheduled for New Orleans. 

—submitted by Karen Spak 

Meals Available from TCOA 

Any community senior may pick up a five-

day supply of frozen meals at the WASC every 

Wednesday. To participate in this temporary pro-

gram, contact the Tri-County Office on Aging at 517

-887-1393 to register for a time to pick up your 

meals. 



WASC ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

8 | Williamston Area Senior Center  

Birthdays 

 

June 

Christine Gruschow 

Linda Higgason 

Karen Bollman 

Melanie Pletcher 

Gary Wilson 

Luella Ballenger 

Elaine Morse 

Roxanne Houghton 

 

July 

Todd Carlisle 

Tina Maurer 

Randy Schafer 

Susan Ebright 

Charles Lang 

July continued 

Janet Card 

James Stoddard 

Rev. Jeff Williams 

Robert Bement 

 

The WASC wishes each one a happy and joy-filled 

birthday. If we missed your birthdate, we apolo-

gize. Please send us an email or give us a call and 

we will update our information. 

�

 Several hardy individuals braved the cool 

weather and participated in the May "Picnic in the 

Park" on May 11, 2021.  The Activities committee 

did a superb job of providing a piping hot meal with 

hotdogs and all the trimmings, water, and various 

delicious cookies. Despite the adverse weather, eve-

ryone had a good time catching up with seniors they 

hadn't seen in a while and anticipating the day when 

the WASC can fully resume its activities.  The Pic-

nic in the Park provided the opportunity for the 

WASC to conduct its annual meeting. The first since 

2019 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. At the meet-

ing, the revised bylaws passed by a 96% majority. 

 Additionally, the members elected the follow-

ing to serve on the board: Ron Harris and Julie 

Rudd for one-year terms; and Steve Arends and Ka-

ren Bollman for three-year terms. The WASC also 

welcomed the new community representatives ap-

pointed to the board by the city and townships who 

provide tax revenue for the support of the WASC. 

Community representatives include Tammy Gilroy, 

mayor of Williamston, representing the city, John 

Allen representing Wheatfield Township, and Wil-

ma Whitehead representing Leroy township. 

 On Thursday, May 12, the newly elected 

board met to wrap-up the June 1, 2020—May 31, 

2021, fiscal year and elect officers to the board. The 

new officers are Michael Black, president, Ron Har-

ris, vice-president, Marilyn Thompson, secretary, 

and Steve Arends, treasurer.  The new board as-

sumes its duties on June 1, 2021.  The incoming 

board includes: 

 

 Michael Black (2022), president 

 Ron Harris (2022), vice-president 

 Marilyn Thompson (2023), secretary 

 Steve Arends (2024), treasurer 

 Karen Bollman (2024) 

 Roxane Houghton (2023) 

 Ann Lemmon (2023) 

 Julie Rudd (2022) 

  

 Community Representatives: 

 John Allen (Wheatfield Township) 

 Tammy Gilroy (City of Williamston) 

 Wilma Whitehead (Leroy Township) 

  

 Ex-officio: 

 John Roy Castillo, director 

 Virginia Taschner, treasurer emeritus 
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5829 North Zimmer Road, Williamston
517-898-1715 | Todd Walter/Owner

An “Aging in Community” Residence

www.crosaires.com

BE FREE TO ENJOY LIFE! 
2001 W Mt Hope Ave 

Lansing, MI 48910 
517-484-1044 

www.colonialwoodslansing.com 

    Haven / Haven of Rest
 Adult Foster Care
 2447  North Williamston Rd.
 Williamston, MI 48895

(517) 655-8953 | www.SeniorCareLansing.com
Haven of Rest, a place to call home

HavenHaven

Herrmann
Funeral Home

of Fowlerville
P. J. Herrmann, Owner
A proud supporter of the 

Williamston Senior Center

Continuously serving 
Fowlerville area families 

since 1961
1005 East Grand River
Fowlerville, MI 48836

517-223-8656
pjherrmannfuneralhome.com

Contact Jen Zalinski to place an ad today! 
jzalinski@lpicommunities.com or (800) 477-4574 x6633
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WASC Information: 

Phone: 517.655.5173. 

 

Please check out our Facebook page 

or call to see when programs may be 

offered as the WASC resumes pro-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Williamston Area Senior Center 

John Roy Castillo, Director 

201 School Street, PO Box 343 

Williamston, MI 48895 
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