
220 Fox Rd 

Van Wert, OH  45891 

419-238-5011 
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 VWCCOA Senior Center Coronavirus (COVID) 

The Van Wert County Council on Aging is working closely with 

the local public health officials regarding activities at the Council 

on Aging Senior Center located at 220 Fox Rd.  With the senior 

population being the most vulnerable, activities may be canceled.  

We thank you for your understanding and patience. 

 

We Miss Our Clients 

Our days here at the COA have been very different since the 

COVID 19 has started.  We miss the daily activities, the smiling 

faces and just the interaction we have with each of you.  We are 

counting the days to when we can welcome you back.  We are 

looking forward to bingo, Zumba, cards, dances just to name a 

few.  Some of you we have had the opportunity to talk with on 

the phone, but it just not the same as seeing you.  Please stay safe 

and take care of yourself so we can all be together soon.  In the 

meantime if there is something we can help you with please give 

us a call at 419-238-5011 and we will see what we can do.  We 

will continue to keep updated on the Governor's plan of action to 

open up Ohio.   

Transportation changes due to Covid 19                                                                                       

Due to the Covid 19 the COA has had to implement safety      

procedures to keep the client’s and driver’s safe during this trying 

time.  All passengers must wear a mask at all times while in the 

vehicle.  All passengers will be contacted by the office prior to 

transportation to ensure you are not showing any signs of the     

Covid 19.  All passengers must sit as far away as possible from 

the driver.  In order to keep everyone safe you may be asked to go 

early, and may have to wait for a ride back home.  The COA 

prides itself on the services we provide , but we must follow     

direction given by the Health Department and the Governor's  

office.  We ask that you understand and please be considerate to 

all involved and together we will get through this. 

 



Don’t Let Fears Drive Your Investment Choices 

Submitted by Trevor Webster, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones 

               

First, the coronavirus rocked the financial markets. Then, oil prices dropped more than 20 percent 

after a breakdown in OPEC production discussions. Not surprisingly, the markets took another nosedive. 

Yet, despite these events, this recent market volatility may well be attributed more to fear than the forces 

that usually drive the markets. Ultimately, in the investment arena, as in all walks of life, facts matter. And 

right now, if you look beyond the headlines, the facts that matter to investors may be far less gloomy than 

you might have imagined.  

So, here are some things to keep in mind over the next several weeks: 

• This isn’t 2008. If you were an investor in 2008, you well remember the market crash that resulted 

from the bursting of the housing bubble, which had severe ripple effects throughout the economy. The   

situation is different now. While it’s quite likely that the U.S. economy will take a hit in the short term, the 

overall economic fundamentals were strong before the coronavirus came along and may indeed prove    

resilient enough to withstand the recent shocks. Specifically, the labor market conditions were the best in 

decades, housing activity was improving and interest rates remained low. And even the recent events may 

have a bright side: The drop in oil prices will likely reduce prices at the gas pumps, leading to more money 

in the pockets of consumers, which, in turn, can boost spending, a key driver of our economy. And the 

large decline in interest rates will make home purchases and mortgage refinancing even more attractive – 

again, positive moves for the economy. 

• We’ve been here before. From the time the markets bottomed out in early 2009 until just a few weeks 

ago, stock prices climbed about 300 percent. Yet, during that time, we also saw three separate market 

drops of more than 15 percent, similar to what we’re seeing now. These market corrections always feel  

unsettling, but it’s important to recognize that they are actually a normal part of the log-term investing  

process.   

So, given these factors, how should you respond to the current situation? Instead of simply selling 

your stocks in an attempt to cut your losses, review your portfolio to see if it is properly balanced between 

stocks, bonds and other investments in a way that reflects your goals, time horizon and risk tolerance. 

Those investors with properly balanced portfolios are not seeing the same level of decline as those whose 

holdings are almost entirely in stocks. And while diversification can’t guarantee profits or protect against 

all losses, it can help reduce the impact of volatility.  

Here’s another suggestion: Look for good buying opportunities, because they are certainly out 

there. A well-managed company with a solid business plan that produces quality products and services is 

going to be that same company after the coronavirus and oil price panics subside – and right now, that 

company’s stock shares may literally be “on sale.” 

While it’s not easy for you to look at your investment statements today, remember that you’re     

investing for goals that may be decades away. By keeping your eyes on this distant horizon, so to speak, 

you’ll be less likely to over-react to the news of the day – and more likely to follow a long-term strategy 

that can work for you.  

 

 

Did you Know:  A recent survey shows that millions of Americans are both uncomfortable and unhappy 

with the names their parents gave them. 
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Serving Senior Citizens During the Pandemic   The Council on Aging would like to thank those that 

have helped us to help those in need during this time of uncertainty.  Thank you to those that  donated 

supplies, to the West Ohio Food Bank for the  extra donation of food boxes, to the Ohio National 

Guard for bringing the food boxes to the COA, to the Ohio State Highway Patrol for the many hours of 

delivering items and the phone calls to our seniors to just check on them.  Thank you to all the volun-

teers that donated time of delivering items to those in need.  We could not of done it without all of you.  

Thank you does not seem enough. 
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New 
Rehabilitation 

Unit and 
Assisted Living 

Apartments

An active and vibrant part 
of our Van Wert community 
since 1893. We are proud 

of our traditions and 
believe in the progress of 

our future.

679 Fox Road, Van Wert, OH 45891
(419) 238-1463

1stFedVW.com

HOME • AUTO • LIFE • BUSINESS
ANNUITIES • MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT

We’re more like family

 Merkle Insurance Agency

Kevin L. Merkle David Phlipot

419.238.1976
merkleins@embarqmail.com

105 Fisher Ave.
Van Wert, OH

113 N. Washington St.
Van Wert

419.238.4469
attycjc@gmail.com

www.ccarcionelaw.com

Collette Carcione
-attorney at law-Kimberly K. molitor, Au.D.

Doctor of AuDiology

1035 WEST WAYNE, SUITE 10
PAULDING, OH 45879

PHONE: 419-399-1719

WWW.BUCKEYEHEARING.COM
experience AnD professionAlism

close to home



 

 

Staying Connected “Check In-Service” 

The Ohio Department of Aging is offering a FREE, 

daily check-in by phone for Ohioans age 60 or older. 

This service can also connect you with aging        

network information and support.  For more        

information and to register visit 

www.aging.ohio.gov on the internet or for those 

who prefer to register by phone call 1-833-632-2428 

to speak with a Department of Aging representative. 

 

Leland Smith Insurance makes donation to COA 

COA would like to thank Leland Smith Insurance 

for their generous donation to the Council on Aging 

Transportation Program.  Donations like yours 

greatly helps the COA to continue to help the senior 

population of Van Wert County.   

 

10th Annual Designer Purse Bingo Rescheduled 

The 10th Annual Designer Purse Bingo has been 

rescheduled for Friday August 14, 2020. Tickets can 

be purchased for $25.00 each. A new warm-up game 

ticket has been added to the event. $500.00 will be 

given to the prize winner, if multiple winners, the 

prize money will be split. Warm-up tickets can be 

purchased for $5.00 each. These tickets will be sold 

until Tuesday August 11, 2020, warm up game     

tickets will not be sold at the event. All bingo purses 

are authentic designer handbags, concessions     

available, door prizes, 50/50, wheel and instant  

tickets. All proceeds will benefit programs and     

services for Van Wert County senior citizens.         

Any questions concerning the event please call         

419-238-5011.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COA Day Trips  

Covid 19 has required the COA to make changes in 

our schedule for the COA Day Trips 

All trips are pending guide lines from the Governor 

All trips are subject to changes or cancelation due to 

Covid 19 or lack of interest. 

Tuesday June 30, 2020 

A Day in Chicago has been canceled 

Tuesday June 30, 2020 we had rescheduled the 

Mystery Trip for this date 

Mystery Trip has been canceled 

*Wednesday July 22, 2020 

Grandparent/Grandchild Trip trip cost  

Adult $95.00 1st grandchild $75.00 2nd grandchild 

$65.00 3rd grandchild $55.00  child must be able to 

sit in a seat on the bus. No car seats. 

Visit a dairy barn, Spangler Candy CO., and Sauder 

Village.  Ticket includes transportation, bus driver 

tip, admission to all stops and lunch. 

No breakfast stop.  Walking level 2. 

*Wednesday August 12, 2020 

The Ark Encounter—Trip cost $130.00 

This trip was originally scheduled for Tuesday April 

21, 2020 

Travel to the Ark Encounter in Williamston KY. 

Stop at Jungle Jim’s International Market on the 

way home.  Ticket includes transportation,           

admission to the Ark, bus driver tip,  Meals on your 

own, shopping a t Jungle Jim’s on your own,   

Walking level 4 

*Wednesday September 16, 2020 

Backroads of Shipshewana, IN –Trip cost $130.00 

Visit an Amish Buggy maker, popcorn store, leather 

shop, and more.  Lunch will be at an Amish home.  

Price includes transportation, bus driver tip, all 

stops, and lunch.  No stop for breakfast, breakfast 

bars will be provided on the bus.  Level 1 walking 

  

Walking Level 1 = Minimal Walking 

Walking Level 2 = Maximum Walking 
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Van Wert Council on Aging�

Senior luncheon Café Lunch Time 11 am�
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Lunch served at 11:00a.m. (Dine in only), 

available to those 60 years and above and  

residents of  

Van Wert County  call 419-238-5011�
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Monday, June 8, 2020�
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Monday, June 15, 2020 
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Wednesday, June 17, 2020 

Beef so� taco, refried beans, ice cream�

Thursday, June 18, 2020 
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Monday June 29, 2020 
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Wednesday July 1, 2020�
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Monday July 6, 2020 

Baked zi�, tossed salad, garlic bread, mandarin oranges�

Tuesday July 7, 2020�
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Monday July 13, 2020 
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Tuesday July 14, 2020�

Grilled cheese, beef & noodle soup, peanut bu�er cookie�

Wednesday July 15, 2020�
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Thursday July 16, 2020�
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Friday July 17, 2020�

Spaghe� & meat sauce, salad, garlic bread, blonde brownie�

 

Monday July 20, 2020 
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Friday July 24, 2020 
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Monday July 27, 2020 
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Tuesday July 28, 2020 
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Wednesday July 29, 2020 
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Thursday July 30, 2020 
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Friday July 31, 2020
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My 3 year old granddaughter told me she was going fishing with her dad.  I asked if 

she was going to use worms.  She looked at me and said “No silly I am going to use 

a fishing pole. 

 

 

Fourth of July Fun Facts 

Americans consume around 155 million hot dogs on the 4th of July each year. 

July 4th was not deemed a Federal Holiday until 1870 nearly 100 years after 

the nation was founded. 

The White House held its first 4th of July party in 1801. 

Americans spend more than one billion dollars on fireworks each year, by 

weight that makes for roughly 268 million pounds of fireworks. 

 

 

Medicare: OSHIIP Medicare Webinars: 

Turning 65? New to Medicare?  Join OSHIIP for a Welcome to Medicare webinar.  Webinars are      

available through June!  To find these go to insurance.ohio.gov click on “Insurance and Medicare            

Consumers” and then scroll down until you see “OSHIIP Medicare Webinars” that will have an icon 

Webinar click it.  Once there, scroll down and register into the class or classes of your choice. 

Upcoming options are:  Thursday June 4, 2020  12P PO to 1 PM or 4 PM to 5 PM 

                                         Wednesday June 17, 2020 2 PM to 3 PM or 6 PM to 7 PM 

 

Do You Miss Zumba? 

We now offer Zumba over the internet!  Check out Zumba by Mary Jane on Facebook or Van Wert 

County Council on Aging on Facebook page to be able to connect through Zoom. 

 

            

             Remember When                                          Good Times                                   Downtown Van Wert 

 



 

Lunch & Learn 

COA offers an information luncheon on the last 

Wednesday of each month at 11a.m.  Lunch is    

provided by Hearth & Home of Van Wert. Please 

call to reserve your spot at 419-238-5011. 

 

At this time Lunch & Learn has been postponed 

until further notice. 

 

Caregivers Support Group  

Caregivers also need support and we are pleased to 

be able to help with that.  A support group meets at 

the COA the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 

2p.m.  These meetings are for those that are the 

caregivers to be able to meet with others to know 

you are not alone. The meetings will headed by 

Marcia Etzler.  No RSVP necessary.  At this time 

these meetings are being held over the phone for 

more information call the COA at 419-235-5011 

 

 

 

Easy Banana Bread 

1/3 cup shortening 

1/2 cup sugar 

2 eggs 

1 3/4 cup all purpose flour 

1 tsp baking powder 

1/2 tsp baking soda 

1/2 tsp salt 

1 cup mashed bananas 

In large bowl cream shortening and sugar.         

Combine flour, baking powder, baking soda and 

salt.  Add to creamed mixture alternating with    

bananas, beating well after each addition.  Pour  

into greased 8X4 in. loaf pan.  Bake at 350 for 50-55 

minutes. 

 

Reminder:  Book your seats now for the COA Day 

Trips!  Check out coavw.org for a schedule of all 

upcoming bus trips.  
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Delphos
GRANITE WORKS

Van Wert Showroom
 Carey Mathew
 1198 Westwood Dr.
 Van Wert, OH
 419-623-5573

Create a Special Family Memorial

Contact Duane Budelier to place an ad today! 
dbudelier@4LPi.com or (800) 678-4574 x2525



Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday 

1 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo 

9:00  Mahjong 

11:30  Hand & Foot 

 

6:00 Monday Night 

Bingo  

2 

9:00—10:00   

    Line Dancing 

12:15 Chair Zumba 

1:00 Zumba Gold 

 

12:30 Euchre 

 

3 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo with  

Ohioans Home Health  

12:00 Pinochle 

4 

9:30 Chair Zumba 

10:15  Zumba Gold 

12:30  Euchre 

12:30 Nickle Bingo 

 

5 

9:00—10:00 Bingo with 

State of Heart 

 

11:30 Hand & Foot  

8 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo 

9:00  Mahjong 

11:30  Hand & Foot 

 

6:00 Monday Night 

Bingo  

9 

9:00—10:00   

    Line Dancing 

12:15 Chair Zumba 

1:00 Zumba Gold 

 

12:30 Euchre 

10 

9:00 – 10:00  Bingo 

11:00 Carry In Lunch 

12:00 Pinochle 

2:00 Caregivers Support 

Group Meeting 

 

 

 

11 

9:30 Chair Zumba 

10:15  Zumba Gold 

12:30  Euchre 

 

12 

9:00—10:00 Bingo 

11:30 Hand & Foot  

 

 

15 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo 

9:00  Mahjong 

11:30  Hand & Foot 

 

6:00 Monday Night 

Bingo  

 

 

 

 

16 

9:00—10:00   

    Line Dancing 

12:15 Chair Zumba 

1:00 Zumba Gold 

 

12:30 Euchre 

 

17 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo 

12:00 Pinochle 

12:30—2:00 

    American Legion 

    Nickle Bingo 

18 

8:30 CHP Toe Nail 

Clinic 

Sign up at front office 

9:30 Chair Zumba 

10:15  Zumba Gold 

 

12:30  Euchre 

 

 

19 

9:00-10:00 Bingo 

with Van Wert Manor 

11:30 Hand & Foot  

 

 

22 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo  

9:00  Mahjong 

11:30  Hand & Foot 

 

 

6:00 Monday Night 

Bingo  

23 

9:00—10:00   

    Line Dancing 

12:15 Chair Zumba 

1:00 Zumba Gold 

 

12:30 Euchre 

24 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo 

12:00 Pinochle 

25 

9:30  Chair Zumba 

10:15  Zumba Gold 

 

12:30  Euchre 

26 

9:00—10:00 Bingo 

11:30 Hand & Foot  

29 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo  

9:00  Mahjong 

11:30  Hand & Foot 

 

6:00 Monday Night 

Bingo  

30 

9:00—10:00   

    Line Dancing 

12:15 Chair Zumba 

1:00 Zumba Gold 

 

12:30 Euchre 
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Brain Teaser  

What occurs once in a minute, twice in a moment, but never in one thousand years? 

 

 

 

 

COA Shout Out’s 

Big thank you to the  Highway Patrol, COA volunteers for all the hard work since March 

when things were shut down, to all of you that donated supplies to help others in need.  These 

people stepped up and helped to deliver supplies to  clients in need.  The COA could not of 

done it without you. 

 

Closings:  Friday July 3, 2020 for 4th of July Holiday 

                   

 

May We Help You 

We have been very blessed with donations from  people and organizations here in Van Wert.  If we can 

help you out with essential items please give us a call.  We have items like toilet paper, paper towels, 

mask,  and some cleaning items.  We do not have Lysol or Lysol wipes.  If you would like to donate items 

just bring them to the font door of the COA and we will take it from there.  Thank you to those that      

donated and thank you to those that have helped us deliver items to seniors homes.   
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Leland Smith Insurance Service
1175 Westwood Drive
Suite 200
Van Wert, OH 45891

We Have You Covered
HOME • AUTO • BUSINESS • LIFE • SENIOR HEALTH PRODUCTS

419-238-7880
www.LelandSmith.com



Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday 

 

 

 

 

1 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo with  

Ohioans Home Health  

12:00 Pinochle 

2 

9:30  Chair Zumba 

10:15  Zumba Gold 

12:30  Euchre 

12:30 Nickle Bingo 

3 

9:00—10:00 Bingo 

with State of Heart 

 

11:30 Hand & Foot  

6 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo 

9:00  Mahjong 

11:30  Hand & Foot 

 

 

6:00 Monday Night       

Bingo  

7 

9:00—10:00   

    Line Dancing 

12:15 Chair Zumba 

1:00 Zumba Gold 

 

12:30 Euchre 

8 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo 

12:00 Pinochle 

2:00 Caregivers Support 

Group Meeting 

9 

9:30  Chair Zumba 

10:15  Zumba Gold 

12:30  Euchre 

 

 

10 

9:00—10:00 Bingo 

11:30 Hand & Foot  

13 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo 

9:00  Mahjong 

11:30  Hand & Foot 

 

6:00 Monday Night 

Bingo  

14 

9:00—10:00   

    Line Dancing 

12:15 Chair Zumba 

1:00 Zumba Gold 

 

 

12:30 Euchre 

15 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo 

12:00 Pinochle 

12:30—2:00 

    American Legion 

    Nickle Bingo 

16 

9:30  Chair Zumba 

10:15  Zumba Gold 

12:30  Euchre 

 

 

17 

9:00—10:00 Bingo 

With Van Wert Manor 

11:30 Hand & Foot  

20 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo 

9:00  Mahjong 

11:30  Hand & Foot 

 

 

6:00 Monday Night       

Bingo  

 

 

21 

9:00—10:00   

    Line Dancing 

12:15 Chair Zumba 

1:00 Zumba Gold 

 

12:30 Euchre 

 

 

 

22 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo 

 

12:00 Pinochle 

 

 

23 

8:30 CHP Toe Nail 

Clinic 

  Sign up at front office 

9:30  Chair Zumba 

10:15 Zumba Gold 

12:30  Euchre 

 

24 

9:00—10:00 Bingo 

11:30 Hand & Foot  

27 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo 

9:00  Mahjong 

11:30  Hand & Foot 

 

 

6:00 Monday Night       

Bingo  

28 

9:00—10:00   

    Line Dancing 

12:15 Chair Zumba 

1:00 Zumba Gold 

 

12:30 Euchre 

29 

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo 

 

12:00 Pinochle 

 

 

30 

9:30  Chair Zumba 

10:15 Zumba Gold 

12:30  Euchre 

 

31 

9:00—10:00 Bingo 

11:30 Hand & Foot  
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 Van Wert COA Memorial Fund 

 

When a loved one passes, keeping their memory alive is a way of  honoring their life and 

finding comfort in your own life as a survivor.  Your gift toward the Memorial Fund helps 

to ensure that additional services for older generations are able to be provided.  Monies 

raised by our  memorial funds are distributed toward seniors in need.   

 

Please Consider Your Gift to the Van Wert COA Memorial Fund.  No gift is too large or 

too small.  The Memorial Fund is managed by the VW COA Board of  Directors.  Gifts can 

be made directly to the Van Wert COA or can be bequeathed in one’s will or trust.  For 

more information contact Kevin Matthews, Executive Director at the Van Wert County 

Council on Aging. 

 

�

 
 

AN ADVOCATE OF INDEPENDENT LIVING IN LATER YEARS 
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 Integrated and comprehensive
	 health	care	together	at	one	location.
 Family	Health	Care	of		Northwest	Ohio,	Inc.	is	not
 	only	for	the	under-insured.	We	accept	patients	of
	 all	ages	and	economic	conditions	including	those	with:
 Medicare | Medicaid | Health Insurance
	Self	Pay:	on	a	sliding	scale	depending	on	the	financial	situation

Healthy Together.
1191	Westwood	Drive	|	Van	Wert,	OH	45891	|	419.238.6747

Equal	Opportunity	Provider	&	an	agency	of	The	United	Way	of	Van	Wert	County



 

Van Wert County Council on Aging 

220 Fox Road 

Van Wert, OH  45891 

 

 

The mission of the Van Wert County Council on Aging is to assist older adults, age 60 and over, to 

live their lives with independence and dignity for as long as possible in the environment of their 

homes.  The Van Wert County Council on Aging operates the Van Wert Senior Center.  All services 

are donation based for our consumers. 

 

The Van Wert County Council on Aging is supported by the Senior Services Tax Levies from Van 

Wert County, Title IIIB of the Older Americans Act administered by PSA3 Area Agency of Aging, 

United Way of Van Wert County, the Van Wert County Foundation, Transportation Contracts,  

Donations and Contributions. 

 

The Van Wert County Council on Aging serves clients without regard to race, color, national origin, 

religion, sex or disability.  We are an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

 

Services provided by the Van Wert County Council on Aging include:  Chore Services, Outreach, 

Information & Referral, Socialization, and Transportation and operation of the Senior Center. 

 

 

 


