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Public Notice- 09/15/2020
Van Wert County Council on Aging
We have received many calls regarding the opening of the
Council on Aging Senior Center since Governor DeWine
announced that Senior Centers can open starting September 21st.
The Senior Center serves as a gateway to connect our older
citizen’s to vital community services that assist older adults in
remaining independent in their later years.
In order for the center to open, we must follow the opening
directives provided to us by the Ohio Department of Aging. A
finalized list of these requirements was provided to our agency on
September 11. The guiding principles of the order from the
Department of Aging are to protect the health of employees,
consumers and their families, as well as to support community
efforts to control the spread of the virus.
We understand the importance of the Senior Center for our older
adults; however, there are extensive protocols that must be in
place prior to opening. Some of these include:
- Requirement to test staff every other week and participants if
they present symptoms (initial baseline testing and at least once
every other week thereafter).
- Screening of participants and non-staff members that come and
go from the center.
- Mandatory mask wearing, reservations to come to the center,
and restructuring of activities.
A complete list of the orders we are required to follow can be
found on the internet at: coronavirus.ohio.gov (under the section
“Responsible Restart Ohio”).
With this in mind the opening on September 21 will be delayed
until we are able to satisfy and have in place the requirements of
the order. As well, the Council on Aging will continue working
with the county health department to ensure our ability to reopen
safely. Potential date of opening will be October 19, 2020.
In the meantime the Council on Aging will continue to offer
modified services during this time. These services include, but
are not limited to: transportation, homemaker services, outreach
services, consumer services and various outdoor activities.
Information regarding these services can be found on our website:
coavw.org or on our Facebook page. As well, consumers can
always reach out to us by phone at 419-238-5011.
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We Are Here to Help
With so many changes and uncertainties in life the Van Wert County Council on Aging is
here to help you. If you need help with transportation give us a call at 419-238-5011. We
provide transportation for medical and non-medical in town and medical for out of town
within a 50 mile radius of Van Wert for residence of Van Wert County 60 and older.
Schedules fill up quickly and we take request 3 months in advance. So if you need help with
transportation please give the COA a call at 419-238-5011. At this time, all transportation clients must
wear a mask while on the COA vehicles.
Do you have questions on Medicare? We have 2 staff personnel that are trained in Medicare to help you.
Give us a call and we will do our best to answer any questions you may have.

Is getting Older affecting your driving?

While most of us believe we are great drivers, we have to realistically evaluate whether getting older is
impacting our ability to drive safely. Being able to drive is one of the key factors to maintaining
independence in one’s life. Individuals want to have the freedom to go where they want, whenever they
want. As well, older driver’s also feel that they may be causing a burden on their children and friends if
they need to ask for help with rides to various places they need to go. If you are at a place in life where
you are wondering whether you are fit to drive, the National Highway Transportation Department offers
some simple questions you can ask yourself as a tool to determine just how “fit” you may be to drive.
-Are you getting lost on routes that you should be familiar with?
-Are you feeling nervous or experiencing anxiety when you are driving?
-Are you overwhelmed by the amount of road signs and markers on the road?
-Are you noticing new dents or scratches regularly on your vehicle?
-Have you been receiving tickets for driving violations?
-Have you been involved in near miss crashes?
-Are those you are transporting commenting negatively about your driving?
-Is taking your medication making you feel unsafe to drive?
-Are changes in your eyesight affecting your driving?
If you feel that it may be time to talk to someone regarding your driving the Council on Aging would be
happy to guide you in this process. There may be no cost programs that can assist you and your family
with transportation. If you are reading this and you think a loved one is experiencing driving issues we
would encourage you to have an open conversation with them. The best time to have these conversations
is prior to issues occurring by establishing a “game plan” for later years when driving becomes more
challenging.

Did You Know: Ulysses S. Grant was the only president of the United States to ever be arrested during
his term of office. He was arrested for exceeding the speed limit while driving a team of spirited horses
through the streets of Washington.
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Hacks for Seniors That Make Life Easier
It can be tough to reach items in the back of the refrigerator to make it easier add a lazy susan
(turntable) to the top shelf to put items from the back of the refrigerator on. Then you can just rotate
the lazy susan to get what you need.
For people with macular degeneration or other common eye problems attach raised button stickers to
certain phone buttons and TV remotes to help you know which button you need to press.
Simple rubber bands can be wrapped around cups and mugs to make it easier to grip. This can also
work with objects like pens and toothbrushes.
Toe Nail Clinic
The Van Wert County Council on Aging along with Community Health
Professionals, is pleased to announce that we are now able to offer the Toe Nail
Clinic. The toe nail clinic is offered once a month on the 3rd Thursday of each
month. This service is by appointment only, and we are now doing
appointment times. If you are in need of assistance for clipping your toes nails
give the Council on Aging a call at 419-238-5011 to make an appointment.
Did You Know: Two nails driven into a tree trunk, one above the other, will remain the same distance
apart as the tree grows.
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Transportation changes due to COVID 19
Due to the COVID 19 the COA has had to
implement safety procedures to keep the client’s and
driver’s safe during this trying time. All passengers
must wear a mask at all times while in the vehicle
and the driver will take your temperature prior to
boarding the vehicle, along with sanitizer for your
hands. All passengers will be contacted by the office
prior to transportation to ensure you are not
showing any signs of the COVID 19. All passengers
must sit as far away as possible from the driver. In
order to keep everyone safe you may be asked to go
early, and may have to wait for a ride back home.
The COA prides itself on the services we provide,
but we must follow direction given by the Health
Department and the Governor's office. We ask that
you understand and please be considerate to all
involved and together we will get through this.
Still Time to get Tickets !!!
Triple Pick Raffle
Council on Aging has a new
raffle game! Triple Pick
Raffle! $30.00 will get you 3
chances to win a prize valued
of $150.00 or more. Each
week a random number will
be drawn and if you hold the lucky ticket you win!
Go to our website www.coavw.org or LIKE us on
Facebook for details. Tickets are good thru
December 2020. We have a lot of great prizes for
both men and women.
You must be 18 and older to participate.
Voting
Early voting stats October 6, 2020 for the November
3rd 2020 General Election. Voting will take place at
the Van Wert County Board of Elections
1362 E. Ervin Road Van Wert phone number
419-238-4192. If you need a ride to vote call the
COA at 419-238-5011.
Did You Know:
A grasshopper’s sense of hearing is centered in its
front knees.
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How to Wash Cloth Face Coverings
Cloth face coverings are an additional step to help
slow the spread of COVID 19 when combined with
every day preventive actions and social distancing
on public settings. Cloth face coverings should be
washed after each use. It is important to always
remove face covings correctly and wash your hands
after handling or touching a used face mask.
How to Clean:
You can include your face covering with your
regular laundry.
Use regular laundry detergent and the warmest
appropriate water setting for the cloth used to make
the face covering.
Washing by hand:
Prepare a bleach solution by mixing 5 tablespoons
(1/3 cup) household bleach per gallon of room
temperature water or 4 teaspoons household bleach
per quart of room temperature water.
Check the label to see if your bleach is intended for
disinfection. Ensure the bleach product is not past
its expiration date. Never mix household bleach
with ammonia or any other cleaner.
Soak the face covering in the bleach solution for 5
minutes.
Rinse thoroughly with cool or room temperature
water.
How to dry:
Dryer use the highest heat setting and leave in the
dryer until completely dry.
Beware of Scams
During this trying time of COVID 19 please be
aware there are several scams out there. If you
receive a phone call, or a person knocking at your
door be very careful of any information you give
them. Do not give out your personal information.
Lunch & Learn
All Lunch & Learns have been postponed until
further notice.

Van Wert Council on Aging
Senior luncheon Café Lunch Time 11 am
0HDOVFDQEHSXUFKDVHGIRU GULQNLQFOXGHG 
SURYLGHGE\Van Wert Manor
Lunch served at 11:00a.m. (Dine in only),
available to those 60 years and above and
residents of
Van Wert County call 419-238-5011
3OHDVHFDOOE\SPWKHGD\EHIRUHWRUHVHUYHDPHDO
Monday, October 5, 2020
9HJHWDEOHVRXS%/7VDQGZLFKUDVSEHUU\JHODWLQ
Tuesday, October 6, 2020
%HHU%UDWFROHVODZPDQGDULQIOXII
Wednesday, October 7, 2020
+DPEXUJHUEDNHGEHDQVZDWHUPHORQ
Thursday, October 8, 2020
&KLFNHQWHQGHUVSRWDWRVDODGGLQQHUUROOJUDSHV
Friday, October 9, 2020
%HHIPDQKDWWDQPDVKHGSRWDWRHVVWUDZEHUULHV

Monday, October 12, 2020
&ORVHGIRU&ROXPEXV'D\
Tuesday, October 13, 2020
3RWDWRVRXSIULHGERORJQDFDQWDORXSH
Wednesday, October 14, 2020
&KLFNHQ%%4SL]]DWRVVHGVDODGSHDFKHV
Thursday, October 15, 2020
%HHIUDYLROLJUHHQEHDQVSXGGLQJ
Friday, October 16, 2020
*ULOOHG&KHHVHFROHVODZSHDUV
Monday, October 19, 2020
Baked zi , tossed salad, garlic bread, mandarin oranges
Tuesday, October 20, 2020
^ůŽƉƉǇũŽĞ͕ƚĂƚĞƌƚŽƚƐ͕ƉĞĂĐŚĞƐ
Wednesday, October 21, 2020
^ŚƌĞĚĚĞĚƉŽƌŬ͕ĐŽůĞƐůĂǁ͕ĐŚĞĞƐĞƉƵīƐ͕ŝĐĞĐƌĞĂŵ
Thursday, October 22, 2020
dŽŵĂƚŽƐŽƵƉ͕ŐƌŝůůĞĚĐŚĞĞƐĞ͕ƐƚƌĂǁďĞƌƌŝĞƐ
Friday, October 23, 2020
&KLFNHQVDODVVDQGZLFKSUHW]HOVPDQGDULQRUDQJHV

Monday, October 26, 2020
+DPEXUJHUWDWHUWRWVLFHFUHDPVXQGDH
Tuesday October 27, 2020
&KHI6DODGEUHDGVWLFNSHDQXWEXWWHUFRRNLH
Wednesday October 28, 2020
&KHHV\FDYDWDSSLVWHZHGWRPDWRHVUROORUHRFRRNLHGHVVHUW
Thursday October 29, 2020
9HJJLHVRXSWXQDVDODGZDWHUPHORQ
Friday October 30, 2020
6SDJKHWWL PHDWVDXFHVDODGJDUOLFEUHDGEORQGHEURZQLH



Monday November 2, 2020
,ŽƚŽŐ͕ďĂŬĞĚďĞĂŶƐ͕ǁĂƚĞƌŵĞůŽŶ
Tuesday November 3, 2020
ŚŝĐŬĞŶƚĞŶĚĞƌƐ͕ƉŽƚĂƚŽƚƌŝĂŶŐůĞƐ͕ŐƌĂƐƐŚŽƉƉĞƌĚĞƐƐĞƌƚ
Wednesday November 4, 2020
ŐŐƐĂůĂĚƐĂŶĚǁŝĐŚ͕ĐŚĞĞƐĞƉƵīƐ͕ƉŝĐŬůĞĚďĞĞƚƐ͕ŵĂŶĚĂƌŝŶŽƌĂŶŐĞ
Thursday November 5, 2020
WŝǌǌĂ͕ƐƉŝŶĂĐŚƐĂůĂĚ͕ƉĞĂƌƐ
Friday November 6, 2020
&ŝƐŚƐĂŶĚǁŝĐŚ͕ĐŽůĞƐůĂǁ͕ũĞůůŽ

Monday November 9, 2020
ŚŝĐŬĞŶĨĂũŝƚĂŚŽĂŐŝĞ͕ƉŽƚĂƚŽǁĞĚŐĞƐ͕ǁĂƚĞƌŵĞůŽŶ
Tuesday November 10, 2020
ƌŽĐĐŽůŝĐŚĞĞƐĞƐŽƵƉ͕ƚƵŶĂƐĂůĂĚƐĂŶĚǁŝĐŚ͕ĐŚŝƉƐ͕ĂƉƌŝŽƚƐ
Wednesday Novemebr11, 2020
Beef so taco, refried beans, ice cream
Thursday November 12, 2020
^ŚƌĞĚĚĞĚďĞĞĨ͕ƉŽƚĂƚŽƐĂůĂĚ͕ĨƌƵŝƚƐĂůĂĚ
Friday November 13, 2020
Spaghe, tossed salad, chilled pears
Monday November 16, 2020
9HJHWDEOHVRXS%/7VDQGZLFKUDVSEHUU\JHODWLQ
Tuesday November 17, 2020
%HHUEUDWFROHVODZPDQGDULQIOXII
Wednesday November 18, 2020
+DPEXUJHUEDNHGEHDQVZDWHUPHORQ
Thursday November 19, 2020
&KLFNHQWHQGHUVSRWDWRVDODGGLQQHUUROOJUDSHV
Friday November 20, 2020
Beef manhaan, mashed potatos strawberries

Monday November 23, 2020
7XUNH\EDFRQFOXEZUDSSLFNOHGEHHWVSLQDFRODGDPRXVVH
Tuesday November 24, 2020
3RWDWRVRXSIULHGERORJQDFDQWDORXSH
Wednesday November 25, 2020
&KLFNHQ%%4SL]]DWRVVHGVDODGSHDFKHV
Thursday November 26, 2020
&HQWHU&ORVHGIRU7KDQNVJLYLQJ
Friday November 27, 2020
&HQWHU&ORVHGIRU7KDQNVJLYLQJ
ΎΎDĞŶƵ^ƵďũĞĐƚƚŽŚĂŶŐĞΎΎ

ƵĞƚŽKs/ϭϵ
DĞĂůƐĂƌĞŽŶŚŽůĚ


Joke: During a heatwave in August I spotted a Garage Sale sign on a pole that read
“ Garage Sale this Saturday 7AM to until 100 degrees “
Riddle: What has a thumb and four fingers but no hand ????

Thank you to all the people that have supported the Van Wert County Council on Aging
through this unsettling time. 2020 has been a year like no other. Together we have kept
going forward and doing what we can to help the senior population. Without the support of
the community we could not of done what we have been able to do. So with a great full
heart we say thank you.
Big Thank You to all the volunteers that made the Pork Chop Meal Fundraiser a success. Thank you to
those that helped by making cookies, those that volunteered, and most of all to those that bought tickets
for the meal.
Medicare Open Enrollment
Medicare open enrollment is from October 15 to December 7, 2020. In the past, the Council on Aging
has offered a Medicare Check up event but with the COVID restrictions a Medicare Check up event will
be held over the internet on October 1, 2020 from 2PM to 3PM. To sign up for this event go to
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/4987248812118591502
As always, if you have questions please call the COA at 419238-5011 and we will do our best to answer
any questions you may have.
Did You Know: Twenty - twenty vision simply means that a person can see what he should see at a
distance of 20 feet.

Remember the Red Stuff

Good Times

Triangle Market

Caregivers Support Group
Caregivers also need support and we are pleased to
be able to help with that. A support group meets at
the COA the 2nd Wednesday of each month at
2p.m. These meetings are for those that are the
caregivers to be able to meet with others to know
you are not alone. The meetings are headed by
Marcia Etzler. At this time, due to COVID these
meetings are being held over Zoom or you can have
phone support for more information call the COA
at 419-235-5011.
Homemaker Services
The Van Wert Council on Aging has implemented
a Homemaker Program that will offer basic
cleaning of bathrooms, showers/bathtubs, kitchens
and sweeping of carpets. The estimated time the
homemaker would spend in your home would be
approximately 1 hour. Priority will be given to
lower income individuals. Jennifer Lichtenberger,
Program Services Manager, will be the program
coordinator. If interested call 419-238-5011

Parking Lot Senior Bingo
We had so much fun with the
parking lot senior bingo we are
doing it again! Weather
permitting we will be doing
Parking Lot Senior Bingo on
September 30, October 14, and October 28th. Be
sure to call and make your
reservation 419-2385011. We will be holding the bingo in the back
parking lot so more people can join in and hopefully cut down on the noise from the road.

VAN WERT SHOWROOM

Delphos
Granite
Works
“Where Quality is Etched in Stone”

New

Jayne Pandy to place an ad today!
JPandy@lpiseniors.com or (800) 477-4574 x6401
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See Carey
Mathew
for all
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needs
1198 Westwood Dr.
VAN WERT, OH

419-623-5573
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OCTOBER 2020 EVENTS
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

1

5

6

7

8

9

12

13

14

15

16

19

20

21

22

23

26

27

28

29

30

Center Closed
Columbus Day

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed per
activity
Call to make a
reservation

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed per
activity
Call to make a
reservation
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9:00—10:00
Line Dancing
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed per
activity
Call to make a
reservation

9:00—10:00
Line Dancing
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed per
activity
Call to make a
reservation

10:00
Parking Lot Bingo
Weather permitting
Call to reserve your
spot
419-238-5011

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed per
activity
Call to make a
reservation

10:00
Parking Lot Bingo
Weather permitting
Call to reserve your
spot
419-238-5011

8:30 CHP Toe Nail
Clinic
Call to make an
appointment

COA T Shirts Place your Order Today Mail In or Pay On-Line

Leland Smith Insurance Service
1175 Westwood Drive
Suite 200
Van Wert, OH 45891

419-238-7880

www.LelandSmith.com

We Have You Covered

HOME • AUTO • BUSINESS • LIFE • SENIOR HEALTH PRODUCTS
4-D-5-5
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NOVEMBER 2020 EVENTS
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

2

3

4

6

9:00—10:00
Line Dancing
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed
Call to make a
reservation

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed
Call to make a
reservation

5

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed
Call to make a
reservation

9

10

11

12

13

16

17

18

19

20

23/30

24

25

26

27

Center Closed
Thanksgiving
Day

Center Closed

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed per
activity
Call to make a
reservation

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed per
activity
Call to make a
reservation

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed per
activity
Call to make a
reservation
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9:00—10:00
Line Dancing
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed per
activity
Call to make a
reservation

9:00—10:00
Line Dancing
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed per
activity
Call to make a
reservation

9:00—10:00
Line Dancing
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed per
activity
Call to make a
reservation

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed per
activity
Call to make a
reservation

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed per
activity
Call to make a
reservation

9:00 – 10:00 Bingo
Per COVID
restrictions only 10
people allowed per
activity
Call to make a
reservation

8:30 CHP Toe Nail
Clinic
Call for a reservation



Van Wert COA Memorial Fund
When a loved one passes, keeping their memory alive is a way of honoring their life and
finding comfort in your own life as a survivor. Your gift toward the Memorial Fund helps
to ensure that additional services for older generations are able to be provided. Monies
raised by our memorial funds are distributed toward seniors in need.
Please Consider Your Gift to the Van Wert COA Memorial Fund. No gift is too large or
too small. The Memorial Fund is managed by the VW COA Board of Directors. Gifts can
be made directly to the Van Wert COA or can be bequeathed in one’s will or trust. For
more information contact Kevin Matthews, Executive Director at the Van Wert County
Council on Aging.
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Van Wert County Council on Aging
220 Fox Road
Van Wert, OH 45891

The mission of the Van Wert County Council on Aging is to assist older adults, age 60 and over, to
live their lives with independence and dignity for as long as possible in the environment of their
homes. The Van Wert County Council on Aging operates the Van Wert Senior Center. All services
are donation based for our consumers.
The Van Wert County Council on Aging is supported by the Senior Services Tax Levies from Van
Wert County, Title IIIB of the Older Americans Act administered by PSA3 Area Agency of Aging,
United Way of Van Wert County, the Van Wert County Foundation, Transportation Contracts,
Donations and Contributions.
The Van Wert County Council on Aging serves clients without regard to race, color, national origin,
religion, sex or disability. We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Services provided by the Van Wert County Council on Aging include: Chore Services, Outreach,
Information & Referral, Socialization, and Transportation and operation of the Senior Center.

