
Pastoral thoughts: 

 

A blessed Epiphany!  From the Greek word “epiphaneia,” meaning manifestation or appearance, comes the 

name for the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord.   It commemorates the “manifestation” of God through 

Jesus Christ to the whole world, as symbolized by the Three Magi from the East.  “After Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying: Where is He who has been born 

King of the Jews?  For we saw His star when it rose and have come to worship Him” (Matthew 2:1-2).  This 

great feast originated in the third century in the “Eastern Church,” with the emphasis on the manifestation of 

Jesus through His Baptism.  When introduced to the “Western Church” in the fourth century, the focus of the 

feast shifted from Christ’s Baptism to His Birth. The Feast of the Epiphany is sometimes called the “Little 

Christmas.” 

 

This Sunday our parish community is blessed to celebrate with our unbaptized inquirer, Dan Cutlip, the Rite 

of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens.  Dan’s wife and sponsor, Joan, is a fully initiated Catholic.  

Dan and Joan have already inspired many of us by their faithful participation at Mass and joyful presence in 

various parish activities.  We thank the Divine Providence for bringing this lovely couple into our parish 

family.  We are grateful to our RCIA Team: Deacon Brian, Therese Marz, and Karen Kowalski, for providing 

catechetical instruction.  Exhorted by the Pastoral Letter, Unleash the Gospel, we pray that we can inspire 

one another to become joyful missionary disciples! 

 

Thank you to those of you who have already contributed to the Generous Beyond Measure.  I ask all of you to 

make your generous donation by the end of January.  While GBM might have started at St. Mark several 

decades ago to be an additional “source of parish income,” over the years it has become a “lifeline” – an 

essential sacrificial donation needed to meet our “tightly run” parish budget.  As I mentioned to you a few 

weeks ago during the “annual financial update,” by the grace of God, your committed involvement and 

monetary support, and our fiscal administrative diligence, St. Mark Parish is blessed to remain spiritually 

and financially strong!  However, as our membership continues to steadily decline due to the passing of our 

faithful and generous parishioners, we need to recommit ourselves even more deeply to the continual well-

being of our beloved St. Mark Parish!  Together, sharing our fellowship, mutual support and prayers, time, 

talent and treasure, we can continue to “welcome, love, and serve!” 

 

In Christ’s abundant Life, 

Fr. Stanley  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2020 

MISSION STATEMENT 

As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish, we 

are called to welcome, love and serve. We 

continue the mission of Jesus Christ: “to 

transform our lives and believe in the Good 

News.”  (Mark 1:15) 
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FAITH FORMATION 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - 

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

 

Question: 

Magi, Three Kings, Three Wise 

Men…who were they? 

 

Answer: 

We sing songs, give gifts, and 

move three mysterious men into 

our manger scenes. There’s a rich 

heritage in the Catholic Church of 

celebrating the magi, but their 

origins are steeped in mystery. 

The original Greek calls these 

men magoi. The word is 

translated elsewhere in Scripture 

to mean “magician,” but a similar 

word was used in ancient history 

to describe an entirely different 

set of people altogether. In what 

is now modern-day Iran, the ruling 

empire had a wealthy priestly 

caste known as the Magi. At the 

time of Christ, the Magi formed 

one of the ruling councils of the 

Parthian Empire. These priests 

interpreted dreams and read the 

stars to anticipate major events 

that could affect the fortunes of 

the empire. 

 

We’re not exactly sure where the 

magi of the Gospels traveled 

from. Matthew simply says “the 

east.” History tells us that the 

ancient regions of Persia, Assyria, 

and Babylon all had a magi 

priesthood at the time of Christ. 

Whichever region they hailed 

from, they likely traveled over one 

thousand miles over the course of 

several months to arrive at the 

Holy Family. Unfortunately for the 

classic song, there is no concrete 

evidence these men were 

themselves kings, though they did 

bear gifts “from afar” at the 

prompting of their astronomical 

calculations. 
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Reflection on the Word of God 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

 

Isaiah 60:1-6.  Epiphany means manifestation of God’s presence and 

glory to the entire world.  The redemption of Israel with its holy city of 

Jerusalem enables other nations to behold the splendor of God’s 

promise of universal salvation. The prophet sees Jerusalem being 

reestablished as a thriving center of worship, culture and commerce.  

This great proclamation is depicted with images of radiance and   

abundance. 

 

Psalm 72:1-13.  The “geography” of the psalm emphasizes the              

universalism of the Epiphany.  The Lord’s dominion extends from sea 

to sea (Mediterranean Sea and Persian Gulf), from the River (the         

Euphrates) to the ends of the earth (European coastlands). This is the 

outline of the ancient Near Eastern world. 

 

Ephesians 3:2-6.  At the heart of the biblical message is the promise of 

universal salvation through Jesus Christ.  The “body” to which             

everyone is invited to belong is the Body of Christ, not the bloodline of 

Abraham.  This previously “hidden plan” is now revealed by the Holy 

Spirit through the apostles and prophets: “the Gentiles are coheirs and 

members of the same promise in Jesus Christ.” 

 

Matthew 2:1-12.  The royal establishment (All Jerusalem) was           

frightened by the news of the birth of Jesus – for the Child, Messiah 

and King, would be a potential rival.  The learned of the court (priests 

and scribes) relied on the prophetic message and they knew where to 

find Him.  But they rejected the Child Jesus as the promised and         

legitimate Messiah and King.  On the other hand, the Three Wise Men, 

recognized the true identity of the Child and accepted the Epiphany of 

God in Jesus Christ.  
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FAITH FORMATION 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

We may walk many roads when we search for God, and He leads us all the 

while. The men we honor today were not Jews. The Messiah wasn’t coming for 

them, not in the minds of Jesus’ contemporaries. These men were 

astrologers. They were adept at reading portents in the sky, a practice 

condemned in the Mosaic covenant. Still, to the best of their knowledge and 

awareness, they were seeking the truth. This truth led them to journey from 

their own homeland to honor a king they’d never met, one they couldn’t be 

sure truly existed. “‘We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him 

homage.’” Who do you know seeks God so tenaciously? 

  

“Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem,” the Gospel tells us. Who are the 

seekers in your own life? Maybe it’s your cautiously curious co-worker, the 

neighbor who unexpectedly found peace on a yoga retreat, or your 

desperately angry child who has chosen, for now, to go their own way. 

Perhaps they’re not overtly headed for Jesus now, not yet. But they may well 

be seekers of truth in ways we didn’t expect. Our invitation is to listen, inquire, 

and give directions when appropriate. 

 

The magi and modern-day seekers can inspire us as well. When is the last 

time you sought God’s truth so tenaciously? As believers, it can perhaps be 

easy to become desensitized to the Christmas season and to the miraculous 

reality we recently celebrated. Mass may have been lovely, but so was the 

succulent roast beef, the crisp smell of evergreen, and the warm glow of 

family. Consider asking yourself, “God, do I know you as well as I should? 

Would I journey as far as the magi to meet You, if I could? Do I journey to meet 

You daily in prayer? What do those answer say about me, and about our 

relationship?” Perhaps we, like the magi, can once again be “overjoyed” at 

seeing the Light of the World. 

©LPi 

Have you ever experienced a time in your life when everything came together and became abundantly clear? You 

may have been confused about something, in the dark, at a point of doubt, or unclear as to how to act. You may have 

questioned someone’s motivation and found yourself coming to the wrong conclusion. Then out of nowhere, the 

insight came and reality dawned. You experienced an epiphany of sorts! Today, we celebrate Christ’s manifestation 

to all of the nations of the world. Has it dawned on you yet that Jesus Christ is 

the answer humanity has been seeking? Jesus is truly the beginning and end 

of all things and the key to understanding God’s presence in every human 

heart. Once this real Epiphany dawns on us, we can never see God, ourselves, 

or one another in any other way. The Divine Light illumines everything and 

connects the dots. 

 

©LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

 

THANK YOU 

FOCUS HOPE VOLUNTEERS 

& 

ST. MARK PARISHIONERS 

FOR HELPING  

US FEED 

THE COMMUNITY 
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REFLECTION 

Stewardship Thoughts… 

 

Today, on this Solemnity of the Epiphany of our Lord, a common theme emerges in the Scripture 

readings from the Prophet Isaiah, St. Paul’s Letter to the Ephesian community, and St. Matthew’s 

Gospel: Jesus, through the Church, warmly welcomes all people to the faith. In a true spirit 

of evangelization and hospitality, is our parish as inviting and welcoming as Christ?  We can 

help people in their journey to the Truth through Eucharistic worship, evangelization prayer 

gatherings, and participation in faith formation programs, like RCIA, Bible studies, or other 

means that open our hearts to a personal relationship with Christ. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

Penances and Prayers 

 

God’s glory, now, is kindled gentler than candlelight 

under the rafters of a barn: 

Eternal Peace is sleeping in the hay, 

And Wisdom’s born in secret in a straw-roofed stable.* 

 

When I was younger, I wrote music to and recorded Thomas Merton’s poem, “Epiphany Carol.” If you have 

never read it, search it out on the internet. Merton’s words are profound and paint a picture of the awe-

someness of Jesus, the newborn King of Kings, lying in a simple straw bed. The shepherds and Wise Men 

are drawn to pay homage to the One who has been born above all others and brings with him hope for a bro-

ken world. 

 

As Merton correctly points out, the gifts we are called to bring to this baby and lay at his feet are our pray-

ers and penances, next to those gifts of worldly wealth. What is it that you have to bring to the stable on 

this feast of the Epiphany of the Lord? Unless those prayers and penances lead to a new way of living, our 

gifts will be void of meaning. What we lay before him speaks to the change in us that he has given to us by 

his birth. Our daily stewardship is resembled in those gifts. If we are to truly echo the kingdom of God in our 

lives and actions, what we ultimately offer to him is no less than our entire selves. This baby will give his 

entire self for us, and his work must continue through our hands and feet. 

 

While we unnumbered children of the wicked centuries 

Come after with our penances and prayers, 

And lay them down in the sweet-smelling hay 

Beside the wise men’s golden jars.*  

 

*Excerpts from “Epiphany Carol” by Thomas Merton   

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  ©LPi 



5 

ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

PRAYER & WORSHIP 

MASS INTENTIONS 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 |EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

8:30 AM The People of St. Mark 

11:00 AM James & Lisa Lafferty, Edward Vuylsteke, 

Jim Wawrzyniak 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 6 

9:30 AM Communion Service 

 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7  

9:30 AM The People of St. Mark 

 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8 

9:30 AM The Sick 

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9  

9:30 AM The Homebound 

 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10  

9:30 AM Vocations and the Call to Religious Life 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11 | THE BAPTISM OF THE 

LORD 

4:00 PM Herbert Dempz, Isabelle McLaughlin, 

Loretta Shaddon 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12 | THE BAPTISM OF THE 

LORD 

8:30 AM The People of St. Mark  

11:00 AM Robert Brewer, Farrugia Family 

Sunday, January 5 

8:30 AM Eucharistic Liturgy 

9:40 AM Christian Formation 

11:00 AM Eucharistic Liturgy 

 

Monday, January 6 

9:30 AM Communion Service 

1:00 PM Exercise 

8:00 PM AA 

 

Tuesday, January 7 

9:30 AM Mass 

 

 

Wednesday, January 8 

9:30 AM Mass 

10:00 AM Knit / Quilt 

12:00 PM Seniors 

 

Thursday, January 9  

9:30 AM Mass 

12:00 PM Seniors 

8:00  PM AA 

 

Friday, January 10   

9:30 AM Mass 

 

 

Saturday, January 11 

1:00 PM AA 

3:00 PM Reconciliation  

4:00 PM  Eucharistic Liturgy 

 

Sunday, January 12 

8:30 AM Eucharistic Liturgy 

9:30 AM Christian Formation 

11:00 AM  Eucharistic Liturgy 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

SATURDAY | 4:00 PM 

Lector: Diane Hirshey 

Altar Servers: Alex Hicks, Holly Harm 

SUNDAY | 8:30 AM 

Lector: See Schedule 

Altar Servers: Joshua Harrison, Alexander Szyndlar 

SUNDAY | 11:00 AM 

Lector: See Schedule 

Altar Servers: Jackson Olkowski, Nikki Olkowski 

SACRISTANS JANUARY 6 

Karen Kozemchak 

Readings for the week of January 5, 2020 

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 /Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/       

  Mt 2:1-12 

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a /Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 /Mk 6:45-52 

Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/Lk 4:14-22a 

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Lk 5:12-16 

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b/                     

      Jn 3:22-30 

Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10/Acts 10:34-38/

              Mt 3:13-17 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS | JANUARY 11 & 12 

THE WORD 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 

 

“The Nativity scene reminds us how important 

it is to stop and contemplate.  Because only 

when we recollect ourselves can we embrace 

what counts in life.  Only if we leave the noise 

of the world outside can we open ourselves to 

listening to God, who speaks in silence. 

#Nativityscene” 

 

- Pope Francis 

Pontifex Twitter (December 27, 2019) 

 

Diane Hull 

Michael Parent 

Tammy Vandervlcht 

 

Only immediate family members may 

request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 

Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 

Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 

MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

Staff Sgt. Jason Brewer 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 

Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 

Sgt. Steven Parisi 

 Family members who wish to  

have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 

parish oJce. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Permanent Diaconate 

Men discerning a call to the 

permanent diaconate can attend 

an information night at Sacred 

Heart Major Seminary in Detroit on 

Tuesday, January 7. Permanent 

deacons play an important role in 

the life of the Church and in 

parishes across the Archdiocese 

of Detroit. Attendees will learn 

about the application process and 

requirements for entering 

formation for the permanent 

diaconate. The CSA supports men 

studying for the permanent 

diaconate at Sacred Heart Major 

Seminary and funds the work of 

the archdiocesan OJce for Clergy 

and Consecrated Life and the 

Permanent Deacon Formation 

Team, which coordinate diaconal 

ministry and formation. For more 

information about CSA-funded 

ministries, programs, and 

services, please go to aod.org. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 

fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 

deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Deacon George Posavetz, (Deacon Emeritus) 

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 

GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 

abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Ron Jenkins, Social Media 

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 

parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  

O*ce Manager / Worship Coordinator 

parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Yvette Zubeck, Christian Service Coordinator 

yzubeck@stmarkparishwarren.org  

PASTORAL COUNCIL  

Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

Yvette Zubeck (Christian Service) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 

Offertory Collections for December 21 & 22 

$3,443.00 (131 envelopes)  

$452.00  (loose) 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  

Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center OJce to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  

Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 

complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  

Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  

LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

12/16/19 

4401 BART STREET | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 

Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

WEBSITES 

Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  

Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

OFFICE HOURS  

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM  

Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  

Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 

Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 

Parish Center O(ce.  

WEEKEND 

Saturday | 4:00 PM 

Sunday | 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM  

WEEKDAY 

Tuesday - Friday | 9:30 AM Mass  

Monday | 9:30 AM Communion Service  

Holy Day Liturgy Schedule | 9:30 AM & 7:00 PM  
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DOWNEY’S PLUMBING
all types of plumbing repairs

• Sewers Cleaned Electrically 
• Visa/MC/Disc Accepted
• 24-Hour Service
• 10% Senior Discount

 586.775.2441

Parishioner 
Discount
Licensed 
Master 

Plumber

all about

PLUMBING
hot water tanks

sewers & drains cleaned
toilets • sump pumps

(248) 542-7850
$20 oFF
any plumbing work

888.436.2260
24 Hour 

Emergency Service

1 Hour 
Response Time
Carpet, Upholstery, 

Tile & Grout, Wall Washing, 
Fire & Smoke Damage, 

Water Damage & Extraction

www.FloodedNow.com

WAT E R  •  F I R E
STORM DAMAGE

Licensed  ROOFING • GUTTERS  Insured

$100 OFF
Every Tear-Off $50 OFF Every Re-Roof

Quality Workmanship • References
FINANCING AVAILABLE

FREE ESTIMATES
12 Months Same As Cash & other payment options available

586-791-0740 | www.whites-roofing.com

White’s Home Improvements, Inc.

“ROOFS DONE RIGHT BY WHITE”

26560 Van Dyke 
Center Line, MI
(586) 754-2464

George Rafaidus
Licensed Funeral Director

www.fordfuneralhome.org

Family Funeral & Cremation Services
30009 Hoover Rd at Common • Warren 

586-751-0444 • www.Temrowski.com

d.s. TEMROWSKI & sonsTEMROWSKI

David 
Wysocki

funeral home

W

Caring is our Profession
Family owned and operated since 1933

John Wilk • Steven Wilk
Funeral Directors

29440 Ryan Rd. • Warren, MI 48092

(586) 574-1770
F: (586) 574-1774

E.J. Mandziuk & Son
Funeral Directors, Inc.

Family Owned ~ Est. 1956

Warren Chapel
22642 Ryan Rd. • 586-757-3563

Sterling Heights Chapel
3801 18 Mile Rd. & Ryan • 586-997-3838

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 


