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 Sunday of Lent�

�

St. Oscar Romero said, “Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” These 

powerful words provide the perfect framework for a conversion 

oriented Lenten experience. God is giving us this Lenten sign to stop 

being concerned about what you have and focus on who you are. This 

requires that we create a desert space and listen more a%en&vely for 

God to reveal His presence. It is all so wonderfully simple on the one 

hand and so incredibly challenging on the other. The message is simple: 

love God, neighbor, and self. Those simple words make great sense, but 

we struggle transla&ng them into reality. Our a%achments, compulsions, 

obsessions, addic&ons, rou&nes, and busyness all anchor us to the “idol 

of the self,” keeping us mired in our compulsive need for self�

aggrandizement. It’s not about us!�

�

God vowed, long ago, to nurture, sustain and protect the rela&onship He 

has with His people. He called us into being, nurtures us in being, and 

sustains us in being. Without the Loving Divine Presence, all life would 

cease. Once we slow down a bit and clear away some of the clu%er, we 

can see how the journey of our life is unfolding. We can see what brings 

us in and out of tune with God’s love and how we can be%er imitate 

God’s loving fidelity in our rela&onship with Him. In short, we will see 

our myopic short sightedness and figure out how we can be%er share 

the Divine Fire within with others. Lent isn’t just about giving stuff up for 

forty days and indulging again at Easter. We need to push things much 

farther and wrestle with the ques&on of how we can be more. “Being 

more” means becoming more fully alive and in touch with the holiness 

of life and the divinity that lives in and empowers all beings and things. 

It is realizing that the “quality” of our presence is crucial to being an 

effec&ve witness and herald of God’s uncondi&onal love.�

�

The illusion we have bought into causes us to believe that the wrong 

things and systems ma%er. We &relessly fight to keep things the way 

they are, to return to the former ways of doing things or restore some 

nostalgic fantasy memory of “life in the good old days.” Lent isn’t about 

maintaining what we have or returning to something that is gone. It’s 

about becoming something new. It’s about being more focused, 

centered, convicted, and grounded so that we can be a person who truly 

loves and treasures being made in the image of God. The secret to 

Gospel living is not found in accumula&ng anything for ourselves, even 

merit points for heaven. Gospel living means learning how to live with 

less so that others can live with more. The thought of permanently 

giving something up makes us feel uncomfortable. Truth o6en does.�

�
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FEBRUARY 21, 2021�

MISSION STATEMENT�

As the Eucharisc family of �

St. Mark Parish, we are called to welcome, 

love and serve. We connue the mission of 

Jesus Christ: “to transform our lives and 

believe in the Good News.” �

 (Mark 1:15)�

Lenten�

Spiritual Journey�

�

“Repent and believe 

in the Gospel”  

(Mark 1:15) 

 

�

Holy Mass�

 Wednesdays in Lent�

 9:30 am and 7 pm�

�

Sta�ons of the Cross�

 Fridays in Lent, 11 am�

�

Individual Confessions�

 Saturdays in Lent, 3 pm�

 St. John’s room�

�

Communal Penance Services�

See lisngs at Vicariate Website�

www.cmvic.net �



3�

ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI�

NOTES�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP �

LIVE THE LITURGY�

�

Throughout history God has given His people signs. Our season of Lent offers us God’s sign that it is 

time to stop the ordinary routines of our lives, create some desert space, and listen more attentively for 

God to reveal His presence. We are asked to unplug from our attachments, compulsions, obsessions, 

addictions, routines, and busyness to clear the slate and take stock in who we have become. We are 

asked to remember the ancient sign of God’s covenant with humanity in which He vowed to nurture, 

sustain, and protect the relationship He has with His people. Once we slow down a bit and clear away 

some of the clutter, we can see how the journey of our life is unfolding. We can see what brings us in 

and out of tune with God’s love and how we can better imitate God’s loving fidelity in our relationship 

with Him. Even though some good solid self�denial is the order of the day, greater happiness and 

wholeness will be the fruit of our labors. Pleasant journey through the desert!�

�
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The Unlikely Suspects�

�

Have you ever taken a nature walk? Have you leisurely strolled through a forest or field, with no real 

destination in mind and your only objective being receptivity to and observation of all God’s creation?�

�

Sometimes, Scripture readings can feel like a nature walk. All of salvation history plays out against the 

backdrop of the natural world, with all elements of God’s creation � plants and animals and the dust of 

the earth itself � turning in a supporting performance. How about Jesus in the hot and dusty desert, 

tempted, living “among the wild beasts?” Noah departed from his ark with the animals he rescued,    

observing God’s sign in the very clouds of the sky. Even God Himself, offering us salvation from      

original sin through the waters of baptism.�

�

How often do we remember that God speaks to us through all of His creation, even in the unlikeliest 

suspects? �

�

Let’s go back to the nature walk. It sounds like a lovely way to pass an afternoon, amongst wildflowers 

and butterflies, but don’t forget the beating hot sun, mosquitos, and threat of rain on the horizon.      

Remember, we’re not in heaven yet. Here on earth, God may be present in His creation, but that 

doesn’t mean it’s always easy to endure.�

�

Lent is, essentially, a time to listen for the voice of God in places we may not expect: the mild irritations 

you   experience when you’re craving the chocolate you gave up, or the dull pangs of hunger during 

the Ash    Wednesday fast. It’s a golden opportunity to see the divine hand in all of creation, even 

those unlikely suspects.�

�

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

�
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REFLECTION�

Sta�ons of the Cross�

The first Staons of the Cross were walked by Jesus himself on the way to Calvary. Known as the "Via                      

Dolorosa" ("The Way of Suffering") or the "Via Crucis" ("The Way of the Cross"), it was marked out from the 

earliest mes and was a tradional walk for pilgrims who came to Jerusalem. The early Chrisans in Jerusalem 

would walk the same pathway that Jesus walked, pausing for reflecon and prayer. Later, when Chrisans could 

not travel to the Holy Land, arsc depicons of "The Way of the Cross" were set up in churches, or outside and 

Chrisans would walk from staon to staon, reading the Gospel account of the Passion, or simply praying and 

reflecng on each event. While the content or place of each staon had changed, the intenon was to make a 

mini�pilgrimage and  follow��literally��in the footsteps of Jesus.�

�

This devoon became be<er known in the Middle Ages, and the Franciscans are credited with its spread. Lent is 

a me when many people make the Staons and some churches present Passion plays or Living Staons. But 

anyone can pray the Staons at any me. It is a simple and personal reflecon on the passion of Jesus and what 

it means to us.                                                                                                                                                                               �

�
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Lent�

Lent is a 40 day season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at     

sundown on Holy Thursday. It's a period of preparation to celebrate the Lord's Resurrection at Easter.     

During Lent, we seek the Lord in prayer by reading Sacred Scripture; we serve�by�giving alms; and we 

practice self�control through�fasting.�We are called not only to abstain from luxuries during Lent, but to 

a true inner conversion of heart as we seek to follow Christ's will more faithfully. We recall the�waters of      

baptism in which we were also baptized into Christ's death, died to sin and evil, and began new life in 

Christ.�

Many know of the tradition of abstaining from meat on Fridays during Lent, but we are also called to 

practice self�discipline and fast in other ways throughout the season. Contemplate the meaning and ori-

gins of the Lenten fasting tradition in this�reflection. In addition, the giving of alms is one way to share 

God's gifts�not only through the distribution of money, but through the sharing of our time and talents. �

�

In Lent, the baptized are called to renew their baptismal commitment as others prepare to be baptized 

through the�Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, a period of learning and discernment for individuals 

who have declared their desire to become Catholics.�

�

Fasting�

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In        

addition, Fridays during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence.�

For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 

59. When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals that together 

are not equal to a full meal. The norms concerning abstinence from meat are binding upon members of 

the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 onwards.�

�

www.usccb.org�
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NEWS & EVENTS�

ST. MARK OUTREACH�

Thank you for your�

food and cash dona�ons.�

��

STAY SAFE!�

Readings for the week of February 21, 2021�

�

Sunday: Gn 9:8�15/Ps 25:4�5, 6�7, 8�9/1 Pt 3:18�22/Mk 1:12�15�

�

Monday: 1 Pt 5:1�4/Ps 23:1�3a, 4, 5, 6/Mt 16:13�19�

�

Tuesday: Is 55:10�11/Ps 34:4�5, 6�7, 16�17, 18�19/Mt 6:7�15�

�

Wednesday: Jon 3:1�10/Ps 51:3�4, 12�13, 18�19/Lk 11:29�32�

�

Thursday: Est C:12, 14�16, 23�25/Ps 138:1�2ab, 2cde�3, 7c�8/Mt 7:7�12�

�

Friday: Ez 18:21�28/Ps 130:1�2, 3�4, 5�7a, 7bc�8/Mt 5:20�26�

�

Saturday: Dt 26:16�19/Ps 119:1�2, 4�5, 7�8/Mt 5:43�48�

�

Next Sunday: Gn 22:1�2, 9a, 10�13, 15�18/Ps 116:10, 15, 16�17, 18�19/�  

�           Rom 8:31b�34/Mk 9:2�10�

THE WORD�

�

�

�

�

�

Saturday, February 20�

4:00 pm     Frances Szpont�

�       NeBe Szczepankowski�

�       Thomas Twardecki�

�       Joseph Pawlica�

�       Timothy Hi<�

�        George Sandau�

�

Sunday, February 21�

8:30 am     Jackie Loch�

�       Carol Balcerzak�

�       Cecil Dempsey�

�

11:00 am   Ray Kusza�

�       Chrisne Mixen�

�       Dr. Fauci�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Wednesday, February 24�

9:30 am     Thomas Twardecki�

�

7:00 pm     Chrisne Mixen�

�

Saturday, February 27�

4:00 pm     Edward Pelc�

�       John & Veronica Pelc�

�       Susan Domen�

�       P.J. & Erin Curs�

�

Sunday, February 28�

8:30 am     Jackie Loch�

�       Leona Marz�

�       The Youth�

�

11:00 am   Ray Kusza�

�       Gregory Allen�

�       Harry Tyldesley�

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK�

First Reading:  �

God promises Noah to use a “bow 

in the clouds” (a rainbow) as a sign 

and symbol of His divine pledge to 

never again allow a world�wide 

flood to devastate the earth. This is 

the Bible’s first recorded covenant 

between God and humanity. What 

do you think of when you see a 

rainbow?     �

�

Second Reading:  �

Peter teaches that Jesus preached 

to both the living and the dead � 

those dead da)ng back to the days 

of Noah � and connec)ng us 

through bap)sm. What do you find 

intriguing about this idea?   �

�

Gospel:�

We hear about Jesus’ tempta)on in 

the desert and his inaugural gospel 

message to those living in Galilee. 

Jesus saw repentance as necessary 

to believe his good news. As we 

begin the Lenten journey, what 

aspects of your life require          

repentance?  �

�

©LPi�
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PRAYER & WORSHIP�

POPE TWEETS�

�

“Let us return to the Holy Spirit, the Giver of Life, to the Fire that 

resurrects our #ashes. Let us pray once more to the Spirit and 

rediscover the fire of praise, which consumes the ashes of lamenta)on 

and resigna)on. #Lent”�

�

� Pope Francis�

@Pon)fex Twi6er (February 17, 2021)�

�

�

�

Ed Podgorny�

Marlene Sienko�

�

�

Only immediate family members may 

request a ‘prayers for the sick’ lis&ng. 

Call the Parish Center: 586�759�3020. 

Names remain on the list for 4 weeks.�

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 

MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY:�

�

�

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman�

Lt. Commander Adam Craig�

LCPL Sarah J Page�

Sgt. Steven Parisi�

Major Michael F. Weigle�

�

 Family members who wish to �

have their loved ones prayed for may do 

so by submiEng names to the parish 

office.�

PRAYER INTENTIONS�

Prayer Resources�

�

Act of Spiritual Communion�

My Jesus, I believe that you are 

present in the Most Holy            

Sacrament. I love you above all 

things and I desire to receive you in 

my soul. Since I cannot at this             

moment receive you                               

sacramentally, come at least              

spiritually into my heart. I embrace 

you as if you were already there 

and unite myself wholly to you. 

Never permit me to be separated 

from you. �

Amen.�

�

Memorare�

Remember, O most gracious Virgin 

Mary, that never was it known that 

anyone who fled to thy protecon,      

implored thy help or sought thy 

intercession was leI unaided.    

Inspired by this confidence, we fly 

unto thee O Virgin of virgins, our  

Mother. To thee do we come.    

Before thee we stand, sinful and 

sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 

Incarnate, despise not our                  

peons, but in your mercy hear 

and answer us.  �

Amen.�



7�

ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI�

PASTORAL TEAM �

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor�

fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org �

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon�

deaconbrian1941@gmail.com �

Deacon George Posavetz, (Deacon Emeritus)�

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator�

GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org �

Amanda Brewer, Religious Forma&on / Bulle&n Editor�

abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org �

Ron Jenkins, Social Media�

Steve Mar&n, Maintenance Supervisor�

parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org �

Mary Jo Ruebelman, �

Office Manager / Worship Coordinator�

parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org �

�

PASTORAL COUNCIL �

Chris Bailey�

Cynthia Filipovich�

Diane Hamilton�

Tom Harm�

Phyllis Wisniewski (Chris&an Forma&on)�

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship)�

Michael Powell (Worship)�

�

PARISH INFORMATION�

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH�

�

 We thank you for your generosity.�

STAFF LISTING�

BAPTISMS �

Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to arrange 

for Bap&sm instruc&on and a date for the Bap&sm. �

MARRIAGES �

Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at St. 

Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to complete 

arrangements. �

RECONCILIATION �

Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM. �

ANOINTING OF THE SICK �

LAST Sunday of every month a6er all Masses. �

12/16/19�

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091�

Parish Phone: 586�759�3020�

Outreach: 586�759�3026�

Parish Fax: 586�759�3024 �

E�mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org �

WEBSITES�

Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com �

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net �

Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org �

�

SACRAMENTS�

View this bulle)n online at www.parishesonline.com �

Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. Mark 

Parish website. For ques&ons or concerns, please contact the Parish 

Center Office. �
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DOWNEY’S PLUMBING
all types of plumbing repairs

• Sewers Cleaned Electrically 
• Visa/MC/Disc Accepted
• 24-Hour Service
• 10% Senior Discount

 586.775.2441

Parishioner 
Discount
Licensed 
Master 

Plumber

all about

PLUMBING
hot water tanks

sewers & drains cleaned
toilets • sump pumps

(248) 542-7850
$20 oFF
any plumbing work

Licensed  ROOFING • GUTTERS  Insured

$100 OFF
Every Tear-Off $50 OFF Every Re-Roof

Quality Workmanship • References
FINANCING AVAILABLE

FREE ESTIMATES
12 Months Same As Cash & other payment options available

586-791-0740 | www.whites-roofing.com

White’s Home Improvements, Inc.

“ROOFS DONE RIGHT BY WHITE”

Family Funeral & Cremation Services
30009 Hoover Rd at Common • Warren 

586-751-0444 • www.Temrowski.com

d.s. TEMROWSKI & sonsTEMROWSKI

David 
Wysocki

funeral home

W

Caring is our Profession
Family owned and operated since 1933

John Wilk • Steven Wilk
Funeral Directors

29440 Ryan Rd. • Warren, MI 48092

(586) 574-1770
F: (586) 574-1774

E.J. Mandziuk & Son
Funeral Directors, Inc.

Family Owned ~ Est. 1956

Warren Chapel
22642 Ryan Rd. • 586-757-3563

Sterling Heights Chapel
3801 18 Mile Rd. & Ryan • 586-997-3838

Contact Rick Soper to place an ad today! 
rsoper@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6474 

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 

24 Hr. Emergency Service

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

586-501-8479

Get your free membership
@ www.freemembership.info

Health, Beauty-Skin Care, Oral Care , Household, Food and more.

26560 Van Dyke 
Center Line, MI
(586) 754-2464

George Rafaidus
Licensed Funeral Director

info@thefordfuneralhome.com

Perfectly Clean
JANITORIAL
A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Serving Macomb, Oakland, 
Wayne, Arenac and Ogemaw County

 CALL FOR A 
 FREE ESTIMATE!
 586.757.7271
www.perfectlycleanjanitorial.net


