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ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 



NOVEMBER 28, 2021 

MISSION STATEMENT 

As the Eucharistic family of  

St. Mark Parish, we are called to welcome, love and serve. 

We continue the mission of Jesus Christ: “to transform our 

lives and believe in the Good News.”  

 (Mark 1:15) 

Dear Parishioners and Friends:  

  

The transforming and joyful Season of Advent inaugurates the entire liturgical year of the 

Church.  From the Latin word “adventus,” (coming, arrival), this blessed time exhorts us to direct our 

attention to the second coming of Jesus Christ as the King of the Universe, and to prepare ourselves 

for the celebration of Christmas (Jesus’ first coming).  As the birth of Jesus began our redemption, His 

return in glory will bring it to completion.  The two-fold liturgical and spiritual character of Advent urges us 

to grow in personal and communal relationship with the Lord of love, justice and mercy.   Pope St. John 

XXIII prayed: “Lord Jesus, come back into our society, our family life, our souls, and reign there as our 

peaceful sovereign.  Mother Mary, help me live as a faithful disciple of Jesus.”   

  

One of the Advent prayers we hear at Mass says: “Keep us alert, we pray, O Lord our God, as we await the 

advent of Christ your Son, so that, when He comes and knocks, he may find us watchful in prayer and 

exultant in His praise.”  The first Preface for Advent invites us to pray: “Almighty and eternal God, your Son 

Jesus, assumed at His first coming the lowliness of human flesh, and opened for us the way to eternal 

salvation.  When He comes again in glory and majesty and all is at last made manifest, we who watch for 

that day may inherit the promise of everlasting life.”  It is the Lord Jesus who guides us through the grace 

of the Holy Spirit – on our path of spiritual and intellectual awakening, sound self-knowledge, openness to 

real truth, authentic freedom, fervent hope, and lasting joy and peace!  

  

Pope Francis writes about this holy season: “The time of Advent opens before us a horizon of hope.  It is a 

new journey of the People of God with Jesus Christ, who guides us in history towards the completion of 

the Kingdom of God.  In the Old Testament, the People of God journeyed toward Jerusalem, where the 

Temple of the Lord was – because from there came the revelation of the face of God.  Now, revelation 

found its fulfillment in Jesus Christ – the Word made flesh.  Inspired and strengthened by the Blessed 

Mother’s example and intercession, we live in the spirit of openness to God’s grace of healing and 

consolation.  Let us rediscover the beauty of being together along the way.”  

  

Come, Lord Jesus!  

  

Fr. Stanley    
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PARISH NEWS 

Any human success requires vigilance. 

Opportunities and powerful moments of 

encounter can easily be missed when we 

are not attentive. It is all too easy today 

to live distracted and preoccupied lives. 

There is so much vying for our attention 

that it can be hard to be selective and 

really focus. Caught up in this whirlwind 

of busyness and anxiety, we become 

tired and almost sleepwalk through life. 

Advent is a time to selectively focus. 

These beautiful four short weeks are a 

time to look backward and forward and 

be attentive to the human journey and 

God’s revelation. From the beginning of 

time, God has been seeking our atten-

tion. He constantly reminds us of the jus-

tice he desires to bring and the promise 

of his abiding unconditional love. Under-

standing and growing in these truths re-

quires alertness so that we can be 

strengthened in our faith and prepared 

for whatever will come. 
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LIVE THE LITURGY 

November 28, 2021 
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st

 Sunday of Advent 

 

Staying awake can often be a challenge, especially when we are ex-

hausted. Life’s demands have a way of zapping every last bit of energy 

out of us. When we are tired it affects us not only physically, but psy-

chologically and spiritually as well. All of our senses are dulled and 

diminished. We can overlook details, become disinterested, lethargic 

and apathetic, and detached. Getting su#cient physical rest only 

helps so much. We need to be rejuvenated, refreshed, and reener-

gized in other ways. If we are psychologically exhausted, we need to 

understand what is draining our emotions and taxing our relation-

ships. If we are spiritually tired, we need to find the necessary “shot in 

the arm” to put us back in touch with God. Unfortunately, exhaustion 

is seldom limited to just one part of who we are. When we lack energy 

and zeal it is usually the case that everything suffers. We not only are 

affected physically, but psychologically and spiritually as well. In 

short, when we run out of gas the engine stops. 

 

And yet, our Lord’s directive is clear, “Be vigilant at all times.” Even 

Jesus knew what “the anxieties of daily life” can do to us. One day 

pours into another and time quickly flies by. Any one of us can take a 

moment and reflect on how many wonderful, creative opportunities 

we miss because there is always so much “stuff” to do and so little 

time to do it. Usually these are missed moments of love, and if we are 

missing love encounters we are also missing God. Sleepwalking 

through life, we check the boxes next to our list of “must and have to 

dos” and justify it all by convincing ourselves that tomorrow is another 

day and there’ll be more time. It may surprise us, but tomorrow is 

here, and time is running out. While we may like to believe that we 

have an “eternity” of time to do all those things that require the focus, 

energy, and desire we do not currently have, we don’t. We’re on a lim-

ited ride and time is short. 

 

Jesus is also clear on another point. “That day [will] catch you by sur-

prise like a trap.” If we are going to be judged on love and so easily jus-

tify not having all that much time to do so, then it seems we must 

shift focus a bit. St. Teresa of Calcutta tells us, “We desire to be able 

to welcome Jesus at Christmas-time, not in a cold manger of our 

heart, but in a heart full of love and humility, a heart so pure, so im-

maculate, so warm with love for one another.” Getting to this place 

doesn’t “just happen.” It requires vigilance and discipline both with a 

knowledge of what is really of importance and what really needs to be 

the focus of our energy and time. Pray, starting now and not tomor-

row, that we can stay alert, be strengthened in our faith, and prepared 

for whatever will come. Don’t miss another opportunity to love.   

 

©LPi�

 

 



4 

ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

REFLECTION 

“COATS FOR KIDS”  

We are asking for donations of NEW coats for kids (Boys and 

Girls). Sizes 5 to 18 are needed. Kids only, no adult sizes. We 

are partnering with Great Oaks Academy to make sure all the 

children will have a new coat to keep them warm this winter.  

We are also accepting NEW hats, gloves, mittens and scarves. 

Monetary donations are always accepted.  

The drive will start this weekend and run through December 

12th.  

Bins will be in the gathering space to accept your donations. 

Monetary donations can be put in the collection basket. 

Please note on the envelope “Coats For Kids”.  

“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not          

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful     

giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7  

 

�

�

Preparing the Manger 

 

Where do you fall in the “Christmas-songs-in-November” debate — do you like them, tolerate them, or outright hate 

them? There’s no theological problem with Christmas songs in November outside of worship, even if it’s not everyone’s 

cup of tea. But there is a problem with getting so caught up in the baggage of the season — the trimmings, the gifts, the 

celebrations, all of which are marvelous in their own way — that you forget to prepare the manger. 

 

Every good Catholic knows that Lent is a penitential season. It’s hard to miss that point — Lent doesn’t even have any 

fun songs you can groove to on the radio. We are pretty good at recognizing that Lent calls us to examine ourselves. To 

deny ourselves. To give of ourselves. And most of all, Lent calls us to prepare, as a good steward does, for the return of 

our master. 

 

It’s harder for us to remember that with Advent, but Advent is just as much of an opportunity for penance, preparation, 

and reconciliation to God — and just as much reason, too. The very name of the season — “advent” — encourages us to 

focus on what is coming, not what is already here. Be on guard, the readings tell us today, “so that your hearts are not 

weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and (the coming of the Lord) catch you    

unexpectedly, like a trap.” 

 

So let us not forget — our master’s advent is upon us. And let us ask ourselves: how can we prepare the manger? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

©LPi�

Advent Spiritual Journey  

  

“I have come to call not the                        

self-righteous to a change of heart,                  

but sinners”   (Lk 5:32).  

  

Holy Mass every Wednesday  

at 9:30 am and 7 pm  

  

Individual Confessions every                        

Saturday at 3 pm  

  

The Immaculate Conception,                             

December 8,  

Holy Mass at 9:30 am and 7 pm  

  

Maranatha!  Come, Lord Jesus!  
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

The Pantry Needs: �

�

�

Thank you for your food and 

monetary dona�ons.�

�

God Bless 

Readings for the week of November 28, 2021 

 

Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14/  

  Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

 

Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11 

 

Tuesday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Mt 4:18-22 

 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 15:29-37 

 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27 

 

Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31 

 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 

 

Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

THE WORD 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 27 

4:00 pm  Edward Pelc 

 Danuta Pustelnik 

 Jason Pustelnik 

 Tony & Jenny Benicek 

 Joseph & Anna Bittner 

 Frances Szpont 

 Henry Gambrell 

 Robert Twardecki 

 

Sunday, November 28 

8:30 am     Eleanor Modajczyk 

 Carmela Palamara 

 

11:00 am     Henry & Mary  

  Naguszewski 

 Linda Galindo 

 Jerome Burger 

 

Wednesday, December  1 

9:30 am     The People of St. Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 4 

4:00 pm  Aloysius Schwartz 

 Steve Patrishkoff 

 Frances Szpont 

 Lois Kebbe 

 

Sunday, December 5 

8:30 am     Anna Gavin 

 Carmela Palamara 

 Alyssa Domen 

 Vince Roodbeen 

 

11:00 am     Irene Janiszewski 

 Earl Parrish 

 Stephanie Elliott 

 Kurt Zinger 

 Margaret Zinger 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  

 

First Reading:  

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of 

God’s promise to fulfill the 

covenant made with King David, 

four hundred years earlier in 1000 

B.C. As we enter into the season of 

Advent, how might you show your 

fidelity to God? 

 

Second Reading:  

Paul’s prayer for the believers in 

Thessalonica is to abound in love 

and strength for one another in 

preparation for the return of Christ. 

How do you think communities of 

faith can support each other during 

the Advent season?  

 

Gospel:  

In Jesus teaching the disciples 

about the coming end times and 

judgement day, he warns them not 

to be too distracted by the stresses 

and anxieties of daily life. How do 

you keep focused on your spiritual 

life amongst the many daily 

challenges we face? 

�

©LPi�
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 

 

“ #Prayer is primarily listening and encountering God.  The problems 

of everyday life, then, do not become obstacles, but appeals from 

God himself to listen to and encounter those who are in front of us.  

The trials of life thus change into opportunities to gown in faith and 

charity.” 

 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (November 18, 2021) 

�

�

Cathy Gambrell�

David Harrison�

Richard Harrison�

Marilyn Parrish�

Dale Parrish�

�

 

Only immediate family members may 

request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 

Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 

Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 

MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 

 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 

Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 

Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 

 

 Family members who wish to  

have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 

parish o#ce. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are 

present in the Most Holy            

Sacrament. I love you above all 

things and I desire to receive you 

in my soul. Since I cannot at this             

moment receive you                               

sacramentally, come at least              

spiritually into my heart. I           

embrace you as if you were        

already there and unite myself 

wholly to you. Never permit me to 

be separated from you.  

Amen. 

 

Memorare 

Remember, O most gracious     

Virgin Mary, that never was it 

known that anyone who fled to 

thy protection, implored thy help 

or sought thy intercession was 

left unaided.  Inspired by this 

confidence, we fly unto thee         

O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 

To thee do we come.  Before 

thee we stand, sinful and           

sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 

Incarnate, despise not our                  

petitions, but in your mercy hear 

and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  

 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 

fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 

deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 

GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 

abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 

parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  

O'ce Manager / Worship Coordinator 

parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  

Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 

 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  

Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center O#ce to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  

Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 

complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  

Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  

LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 

Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

WEBSITES 

Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  

Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  

Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 

Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 

Parish Center O(ce.  
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DOWNEY’S PLUMBING
all types of plumbing repairs

• Sewers Cleaned Electrically 
• Visa/MC/Disc Accepted
• 24-Hour Service
• 10% Senior Discount

 586.775.2441

Parishioner 
Discount
Licensed 
Master 

Plumber

all about

PLUMBING
hot water tanks

sewers & drains cleaned
toilets • sump pumps

(248) 542-7850
$20 oFF
any plumbing work

Licensed  ROOFING • GUTTERS  Insured

$100 OFF
Every Tear-Off $50 OFF Every Re-Roof

Quality Workmanship • References
FINANCING AVAILABLE

FREE ESTIMATES
12 Months Same As Cash & other payment options available

586-791-0740 | www.whites-roofing.com

White’s Home Improvements, Inc.

“ROOFS DONE RIGHT BY WHITE”

Family Funeral & Cremation Services
30009 Hoover Rd at Common • Warren 

586-751-0444 • www.Temrowski.com

d.s. TEMROWSKI & sonsTEMROWSKI

David 
Wysocki

funeral home

W

Caring is our Profession
Family owned and operated since 1933

John Wilk • Steven Wilk
Funeral Directors

29440 Ryan Rd. • Warren, MI 48092

(586) 574-1770
F: (586) 574-1774

E.J. Mandziuk & Son
Funeral Directors, Inc.

Family Owned ~ Est. 1956

Warren Chapel
22642 Ryan Rd. • 586-757-3563

Sterling Heights Chapel
3801 18 Mile Rd. & Ryan • 586-997-3838

Contact Rick Soper
to place an ad today! 
rsoper@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6474 

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 

24 Hr. Emergency Service

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

586-501-8479

George Rafaidus
Licensed Funeral Director

26560 Van Dyke 
Center Line, MI

(586) 754-2464

info@thefordfuneralhome.com


