
WELCOME 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday - Thursday 
8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for lunch from       
12:00 - 1:00 PM 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday 
5:00 PM 
Sunday 
8:30 AM | 11:00 AM 
Tuesday 
6:30 PM 
Wednesday 
12:00 PM 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 
4:15 PM and by appointment. 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Sister Christine A. Gretka 
Director of Parish Life 
Rev. James Wm. Bessert 
Sacramental Minister 
Kim Germain 
Parish Secretary/Receptionist 
Lori Marsh 
Director of Faith Formation 
James Rabideau 
Music Minister 
Joseph Stanolis 
Coordinator of Pastoral and 
Liturgical Ministries 
Debbie Knox 
Parish Bookkeeper 
Judy Kram 
Faith Formation Secretary 
Dan Velasquez  
& Chance Stodolak 
Maintenance 

office@scsparish.com (989) 684-1203 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Saint Catherine of Siena Parish of Bay City is a welcoming and empowering community  

built on faith and centered around the celebration of the Eucharist,  
hearing and responding to the voices around us,  

providing for all spiritual and material needs as graciously as we can.  
We pray that our patron, Saint Catherine of Siena,  

will intercede for and assist us in fulfilling our mission. 

www.scsparish.com @stcatherineofsienaparishbaycity 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021  
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
TUESDAY, DEC. 28—6:30 PM 
NO MASS   

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 29—12:00 PM 
NO MASS 
 

SATURDAY, JAN. 1—5:00 PM 
Sacristan 
 C. Peters  
Lector 1 Lector 2 
 T. Smith         M. Smekar 
EM of Holy Communion 
 Sr. C. Gretka, M. Smekar 
Ministers of Hospitality 
 J. Solinski, M. & B. Windy 
Cross Bearer 
 J. Stanolis 
Candle Bearers 
 A. & R. Gurnee 
 

SUNDAY, JAN. 2—8:30 AM 
Sacristan 
 Sr. C. Gretka  
Lector 1 Lector 2 
 K. Wahr         R. Maier 
EM of Holy Communion 
 S. Rajewski, R. Rivard 
Ministers of Hospitality 
 R. Collier, M. LaFave, M. LeFevre  
Cross Bearer 
 S. Collier 
Candle Bearers 
 F. & S. Toevs   

SUNDAY, JAN. 2—11:00 AM 
Sacristan 
 M.A. Cole  
Lector 1 Lector 2 
 R. Campbell     T. Baker 
EM of Holy Communion 
 Sr. C. Gretka, A. Herm 
Ministers of Hospitality 
 D. Rivet, J. & L. Staudacher 
Cross Bearer 
 R. Grzegorczyk 
Candle Bearers 
 D. & J. Grzegorczyk 

WEEKLY PARISH SCHEDULE &  
SCRIPTURE READINGS  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26 
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-
52 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-
24/Lk 2:41-52 
8:30 AM † Mass–For the intention of John Kram 
11:00 AM † Mass-For the intention of the Saint Catherine 
   of Siena Parish Family 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 27 
1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8  
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18  
NO 6:30 PM MASS 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29 
1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35  
NO 12:00 PM MASS 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30 
1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40  
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31 
1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18  
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21  
5:00 PM † Vigil Mass-For the intention of the Vennix  
   and Rezler Families 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2 
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12  
8:30 AM † Mass–For the intention of the Saint Catherine 
   of Siena Parish Family 
9:30 AM  CGS / Faith Formation 
11:00 AM † Mass 
12:00 PM  Youth Ministry 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please pray for our homebound and sick, including Larry R. 
Duchane, Sally Duchane, Betty Gladden, Rita Korinek, Becky Kruzell, 
William Korinek, Helen Loughner, Charlene Miller, Robert  Taylor,  
Terry Stevens and Laurie Watts.  
 

Email: office@scsparish.com or call: 684-1203   
Prayer Line:  call or text Janet Dine 493-4546 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Please call the parish office if you would like to be strengthened by 
this sacrament. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As of December 15th we have  
received 59% of our pledges  

for a total of  $57,320.80 
Thank you! 

 
\ 

Please help us reach our goal of  
$97,421.00 

STEWARDSHIP 
DECEMBER 12, 2021  
$9,498.00 
FISCAL YEAR-TO-DATE 
$267,683.10 
BUDGETED YEAR-TO-DATE 
$266,520.00 

DECEMBER 19, 2021 
Due to an early printing of this 
bulletin the collection and budg-
et information for December 19th 
will be posted in next  weekend’s 
bulletin. 
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PASTORAL PONDERINGS  

This has been one full weekend of joyous 
celebrations!  Friday, we celebrated the Vigil of the 
Nativity of the Lord and the Mass of the Nativity of 
the Lord During the Night.  Saturday, we 
celebrated the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 
(Christmas).  And Sunday we are celebrating the 
Feast of the Holy Family.  Those of us who have 
participated in liturgical ministries all three days 
are exhausted, yet, in some ways, are exhilarated at 
the same time.  Special thanks to Father Jim for 
making our celebrations so meaningful and 
spiritually enriching. Thanks also for the hard work 
and dedication of the parish staff on all their 
preparations “behind the scenes” and “on the 
scene” leading up to and through Christmas!  
 

The Gospel passage today is the story of the 
twelve-year-old Jesus going up to the Temple in 
Jerusalem with his parents for the feast of 
Passover.  When the festival days are over, while 
journeying home, Mary and Joseph realize that 
Jesus is not among any of their relatives.  They 
return to Jerusalem and three days later, find him 
in the temple among the teachers, listening and 
asking questions.  His parents are astonished yet 
distressed that he has wandered off.   Jesus says 
something they do not understand at the time: 
“Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?”  The Gospel continues: “He went down 
with them and came to Nazareth and was 
obedient to them.”  Even as a young person, Jesus, 
the Son of God, was beginning to realize what his 
Father in heaven expected of him as well as what 
his family expected of him; he was obedient to 
both his heavenly Father and his earthly parents.  
As family members ourselves, we must be loving, 
kind, respectful, and forgiving as we care for one 
another.  Pope Francis writes in Amoris Laetitia: 
“The spirituality of family love is made up of 
thousands of small but real gestures.”  This week, 
let us reflect upon the many ways in which we 
communicate love with family members.  If unable 
to be present with family this weekend, we might 
consider reaching out to them in some small way 
via phone call, text, email or Facetime, as well as 
keeping them in our prayers.    
 

Please note, that the parish office will be closed 
on Monday and Friday this coming week.  A few 
staff members will be present Tuesday through 
Thursday to serve you as each of us takes an extra 
“down time” day. There will be no weekday 
Masses this week, so if you wish to attend Mass, 
there is an 8:00 AM Mass at both the Cathedral 
and at Corpus Christi Parish each day. 
 

In case you are unaware of it, January 1st is not a 
holy day of obligation this year because it falls 
on a Saturday.  Therefore, there will be no morning 
Mass on January 1st.  
 

Blessings on your Christmas Season! 
Sister Chris Gretka, CSJ 

PARISH & MINISTRY NOTES 
GIVING TREE 
Thank you to everyone who donated items for this 
year’s Giving Tree! Your very generous donations 
help support the Good Samaritan Rescue Mission 
and the Bay County Foster Closet. Thank you! 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
The Liturgical Ministry schedule for January—
February has been sent to all current Candle & 
Cross Bearers, Lectors, Ministers of Hospitality,    
Sacristans and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy  
Communion. If you have not received the schedule, 
please contact Kim in the parish office.  
 

WELCOME 
We extend a warm welcome to Lawrence and Beth 
Bauer, Shae Bublitz, Olivia Vermeesch and their 
daughter  Athena, Brandon Knox, Chance Stodolak, 
and Harry Stumpos who have recently joined the 
Saint Catherine of Siena Parish Community. We are   
happy that you are here! 
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 
When Delta College is closed due to inclement 
weather the Saint Catherine of Siena Parish Office 
will be closed. Mass and all other events  will also be 
cancelled. When the Bay City Schools and/or     
Bangor Schools are closed, please check TV5 and 
25NBC for possible parish meeting cancellations. 

SACRAMENTS 
BAPTISM 
A preparation class for parents is required prior to 
Baptism. Please call Joe Stanolis or Sister Chris 
Gretka in the parish office for more information. 
MARRIAGE 
Please contact the parish office at least six months 
prior to wedding date to begin preparation. 
TO BECOME CATHOLIC 
To inquire into the Catholic faith, please contact  
Sister Chris Gretka in the parish office. 

May you and your families 
have a Blessed, Peace-Filled, 

and Joyous New Year! 
Saint Catherine of Siena Parish Staff 
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Retired Judge Craig Alston
Elder Law Attorney

Wills - Trusts - Nursing Home Funding

989.402.9001  AlstonLegalServices.com

158 N. Mackinaw Rd., Linwood
989.697.3531 • golfmapleleaf.com

MAPLE LEAF
 G O L F  C O U R S E GEPHART

Funeral Home, Inc. & Cremation Services

Caring For 
Your Family Like 

Our Family

201 W. Midland St., Bay City • 989-686-2291
DAVID G. LUCZAK, OWNER / MANAGER

Pre-Planning is Your 
Final Act of Love

989-684-3210
1395 S Huron Rd. • Kawkawlin

www.peplinskigroup.com

DepenDable
Sewer Cleaning

SEWERS SINKS ANY TYPE OF DRAIN
Underground TV Inspection

Ron Foco 892-3011
Full Plumbing Service and Repair

TERMINUE
BRAKE & MUFFLER SHOP, INC.

“Family Owned Since 1951”
SCRIP Participant
989•892•4593
2040 KOSCIUSZKO (22nd St.)

 SEWING MACHINE SALES & SERVICE
 PARTS AND NOTIONS FOR ALL BRANDS
 Bonnie Wiegand, Parishioner

3557 E. Wilder Rd. (Across from K-Martl)
686-8180 • www.bonniessewingcenter.com

Mon, Fri 10-6
Tu,We,Th,Sa 10-5

ALTERATIONS
www.joltcu.com
989.799.8744

John M. Sheridan, D.D.S.
 New Patients Welcome!
 989-684-1520
 ST. JOE’S HS GRADUATE
 Our Lady Of Czestochowa Parishioner

 Complete Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
 3459 Midland Rd (off Euclid)

1967
“C” State

Champs

BAY CITY BAY CITY •• STANDISH STANDISH

JEFF CHARTIERJEFF CHARTIER
1001 Midland Rd. 684-6858

 SQUIRES AMBROSE
 FUNERAL HOME FUNERAL HOME
 893-1616 895-9601
 211 N. Henry Street 1200 Garfield Ave.

www.ambrosesquiresfuneralhomes.com • Since 1937 Brian Vos, LFD & OwnerJohn VanDenBoom, LFD

The Peters Family
 901 S Euclid Ave 918 N Euclid Ave
 2200 Broadway 314 Washington Ave

6325 Westside Sag Rd.

BangorBangor
VETERINARY CLINIC
(989) 686-0802
KAY L. SHORKEY, D.V.M.
3917 N. Euclid Ave, Bay City, MI 48706

M-F
8-6
Sat:
8-12

JOHN GROYA
PLUMBING, HEATING, & COOLING

 Specializing in hot water
 and steam heating!

 1211 South Wenona • 893-7060
1515 E. Center Rd. (M-25) Essexville
989-894-0201 • Open April to October

Murray & Company
Certified Public Accountants, P.C.
3741 Wilder Rd., Bay City, MI 48706

989-686-7740 • www.rfmurraycpa.com

Contact Judee Nelson to place an ad today! 
jnelson@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6319 

  Valley Carpet, Inc.
 “Family Owned & Operated Since 1967”
Residential & Commercial - Floor Coverings

684-6065
3450 S HURON RD., BAY CITY
www.valleycarpetinc.com

FUNERALS • CREMATIONS • MEMORIALS
Bradley W. Monaghan

Owner & Funeral Director • Parishioner
989.893.6583

 256 N. Madison Ave. • trahanfc.com

209 S. Huron Road
Kawkawlin, MI 48631
(989) 667-0891

Providing Caring, Compassion and Service to Area Families for Over a Century

David Ramsay, Owner • Bruce Badoni, Manager


