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Mission Statement �

�

We, the parish family of St. Benedict, are called through our Baptism �

to share the mission of Jesus.  Enabled by the Holy Spirit, we strive �

to proclaim Christ’s good news by living His message of love, peace �

and hope. We welcome everyone to our  parish community and �

encourage all to reach out to one another in faith, prayer and service.   �

2

nd

 Candle�

The Bethlehem Candle or The Candle of Preparation�

�

The second candle, also purple, represents faith. �

It is called the “Bethlehem Candle” as a �

reminder of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem.�



Pray for our People… 

Our Sick… 

Clarence Redd, Michael Bottichio, Gordon Gould, Irene Cmar, 

Michael Grivois, Julia Covert, Maria Canale, Steven Doyle, �

Don Miller, Ann Darling, Dan Clymer, Marvin Long, Kevin Terrell, 

Linda Fusco, Chris Grivois, Annetta Wieczorek, Ralph Esposito, 

Doug Sheppard, Agnes and Michael Ross, George Williams, �

Frank Polash, Barbara and Fred Born, Eugene Janusz, Una Lewis, �

Ron and Mary Guadagnini, Joan Turcotte, Randy Sailor, �

Dayden Floyd, Tiffany Nickel, Diane Clemmer, Cole Eskay, �

Michael Celentano, Bill Obermeier, Roman Jakubowski, �

JoAnn Dunton, Vincent Smith, Smirna and Ed Velez, Doug Raney, 

Luella Eggenberger, Barbara Brackin, Sigmund Sobiesiak, �

Elliana Deane, Angelina Jesselli, Michael Hembree, �

Alma Stephens, Matthew McCown, Lindsay Longo, �

Mary Jane Eggleston, John Kilduff, Jimmy Smith, Ann Boakes, 

Isaac Black, Josh Rodgers, Elizabeth Trepanier, Fr. Mike Lydon, 

Lorraine Fricke, Paul Fulton, Carolyn Darling�Sullivan, �

Louise Williams,  Judy and Atlas Pierce, Fawn Aungst, �

Sadie Jay Hall,  Kenneth Saunders, Lydia Ehrman, �

Brandy Heasley, Hank Stankiewicz, Gary and Gail Rosenow,* �

Joel Scime, Robert and Theresa Costello �

�

Active Duty… 

Those protecting us at home and afar.. 

Anna Bily, Chandra Walton, Steve Sunstrom, Sean Ross, �

Ian Ross, Christopher Dergosits, Kevin Knudsen, Billy Keating, 

Cody Albritton, Lucas Zobel, Dadrian Ruiz, Michael Turcotte, �

Matthew and Michael Zarek, John Kelley, Ron Casasanta Jr., 

Butch Tonnessen, Boyer Kornfeind, Matthew Baker, Chris Grillo, 

Dakota Giles, Tim Dottillis, Todd Vanderbogart, Garrett Gibson, 

Gage Gibson, Richard J. Surowiec, Robert J. Milan Jr., �

Blake Leibach, and Dylan Ludec�

��

Our Deceased… 

The Lord has chosen to call Ann Frustaglio to come back home 

with him. May she rest in the arms of God. As we pray for her, 

we extend our heartfelt sympathies to her family and friends.�

�

�

�

�

�

 

Stewardship  

November 28

h

, 2021 

�

St. Benedict is totally dependent upon the generous �

stewardship of our parishioners. The use of envelopes, �

regardless of the amount of the contribution, makes�

 possible our many parish activities and services.�

�

�

Offertory� � $8,531.50�

SJP II School�� $60.00�

Maintenance� $72.50�

Miscellaneous�� $680.00�

Total� � $9,344.00�

�

Amount needed Weekly for Operating Expenses: $9,765.00�

Mass Intentions  

For The Second Week in Advent 

December 4 — 12, 2021 

 

�

Saturday, December 4 St. John Damascene�

5:00pm�� ♥Joey and Clare DeLuca � �

� �    by Bill and Terri Obermeier�

�

Sunday, December 5 Second Sunday of Advent�

8:30am�� †Woldemar Horn � � �

� �    by Dick and Cheri Byrnes�

10:30am� †Edlin Torralba by The Torralba Family�

� �

Monday, December 6 St. Nicholas, Bishop�

8:00am��   Parishioners of St. Benedict�

�

Tuesday, December 7 St. Ambrose, Bishop�

8:00am�� †Roland Salvador � � �

� �    by John and Shirley Kornfeind�

5:00pm��   Private Intentions�

�

Wednesday, December 8 �

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary�

8:00am�� †Mia Fontana � � � �

� �    by Diane and Paul Bellegarde�

�

Thursday, December 9 �

St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin�

8:00am��    Parishioners of St. Benedict�

�

Friday, December 10 Advent Weekday�

8:00am�� ♥Frederick Cruz by Loving Aunt�

�

Saturday, December 11 St. Damasus I, Pope�

5:00pm�� ♥Bill and Terri Obermeier�

�

Sunday, December 12 Third Sunday of Advent�

8:30am�� †Woldemar Horn � � �

� �    by John and Linda Conroy and Family�

10:30am� †Ed and Madeleine Gerrits                �

� �    and daughter Dory Tully� �

� �    by Loving Family�

 

�

�

Send your prayer request to our prayer warriors through 

Anne at aschukne@tampabay.rr.com �



Reading 1 � BAR 5:1�9 �

Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery; put on the splendor of glory from God forever: wrapped in the cloak 

of justice from God,�bear on your head the mitre�that displays the glory of the eternal name. For God will show all the earth 

your splendor: you will be named by God forever�the peace of justice, the glory of God’s worship. Up, Jerusalem! stand �

upon the heights; look to the east and see your children gathered from the east and the west at the word of the Holy One,�

rejoicing that they are remembered by God. Led away on foot by their enemies they left you: but God will bring them back 

to you borne aloft in glory as on royal thrones. For God has commanded that every lofty mountain be made low, and that 

the age�old depths and gorges be filled to level ground, that Israel may advance secure in the glory of God. The forests and 

every fragrant kind of tree have overshadowed Israel at God’s command; for God is leading Israel in joy by the light of his 

glory, with his mercy and justice for company. �

�

READING 2 � PHIL 1:4�6, 8�11�

Brothers and sisters: I pray always with joy in my every prayer for all of you,�because of your partnership for the gospel��

from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it��

until the day of Christ Jesus. God is my witness,�how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. And this is my 

prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more�in knowledge and every kind of perception,�to discern what is of 

value,�so that you may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,�filled with the fruit of righteousness�that comes through 

Jesus Christ�for the glory and praise of God. �

�

ALLELUIA � R.�Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia�

�

GOSPEL �  LK 3:1�6�

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar,�when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,�and Herod was tetrarch of 

Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis,�and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene,��

during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,�the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert.�

John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan,�proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,��

as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah: A voice of one crying out in the desert: “Prepare the way of 

the Lord, make straight his paths. Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low. The winding 

roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” �

�

RECEIVING COMMUNION�

Until local health conditions improve  significantly, our preferred method of distributing and receiving the Eucharist remains 

in the hand. At communion time you are asked to sanitize your hands. �

2
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 Sunday of Advent 

�

St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to prepare the way and open the door for Christ. “You see that when the Word of God 

knocks hardest on your door, it is when his hair is wet with the dew of the night. In fact, he chooses to visit those who are in tribulation 

and trial, lest one of them be overwhelmed by distress. So, his head is covered with dew, with drops, when his body is laboring hard. It is 

important to keep watch so that when the Bridegroom comes, he is not shut out. If you are asleep and your heart is not keeping watch, 

he will go away without knocking; but if your heart is alert for his coming, he knocks and asks for the door to be opened to him.” When 

life gets overwhelming and difficult and we find ourselves feeling a bit downhearted and miserable, these words can bring great comfort.�

�

We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our uncomfortable darkness and being stuck becomes our norm. In this time of self�focus our 

hearts are closed to the graces and life God desires to give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning and misery, we fail to see the mercy, 

justice, and love the Bridegroom wants to bring. If we take seriously the need to prepare the way for Christ and open our hearts in �

preparation for his visit, we can hear God’s gentle voice calling us deep within. It beckons us to seek out its source and discover the inner 

calm and peace that can prevail over the darkness of despair. Sometimes our darkness is so dark that it may seem unsurmountable. �

Trusting in the spiritual friends who journey with us, and God’s promise may bring a glimmer of light even when it is most difficult to keep 

our hearts’ doors open. Sometimes, the only light in the darkness is found in trusting the faith of others both past and present.�

�

We have to trust that God has already begun the accomplishment of good work in us and that �

humanity is on an incredible journey to something wonderful and awesome. God is not done. When 

we open the doors of our hearts, straighten the paths of our lives, and prepare the way, Jesus can 

come with God’s simple gifts of peace, grace, and joy. Life throws a great deal at us. It is easy to 

get tired and confused. We have to train our hearts to keep watch, discern what is of value, and 

forge ahead. Not allowing ourselves to become so weighed down by things and brought out of �

focus is a tremendous goal to achieve this Advent season. God is knocking. Answer the door. �

You will see and understand life in ways you never thought possible before.�



Christmas Flowers 

Christmas flowers that will adorn our altar may be donated as memorials for deceased or living family �

members or friends.  Please use the form below to give us your information.  If writing a check please make �

payable to St. Benedict Church and specify “Christmas Flowers”.  Donations may be placed in the collection basket 

or you can drop it off at the parish office.  Please have donations to the parish office by Dec. 16th.   �

�

In memory of: _______________________________________________________________________________�

�

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________�

�

Or for living:_______________________________________________________________________________________________�

�

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________�

�

Given by:__________________________________________________________________________________________________�

Amount: __________________________________�

�

Christmas Spiritual Bouquet Cards�

�

�

We are offering the opportunity for you to remember your 

loved ones at the Christmas Masses. The cards are available 

at the main entrance of the church. Please write the names 

of your loved ones and place your donation in the envelope 

and put it in the collection basket or drop it off to the parish 

office no later than Thursday, December 16

th

.�

�

Name Tag Sunday 

How long have you been sitting in the same pew with the same 

people? You may know their faces but do you know their 

names? How many new faces are there?�

�

On December 11/12, we will have a name tag weekend. �

If you have a name tag wear it, if not we will provide one for 

you; they will be available as you are walking into the Church. �

Then when greeting your neighbor you will know their face �

and their name. �

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here at St. Benedict, we believe that no one 

should go without a gift on Christmas Day. As 

we're all aware by now, the Covid�19 pandemic 

continues to bring many changes into all aspects 

of our lives, including our Giving Tree.��

�

The Giving Tree is set up, decorated with gift tags 

that indicate a name and a gift suggestion. �

St. Benedicts Giving Tree gives a happy Christmas �

to families in the parish who are having difficulties 

making ends meet. Please take a tag and �

purchase the gift item on it. �

�

�

Wrapped gifts must be �

returned to the �

parish office no later than �

Thursday, December 16

th

 �

�

Distribution is on the 23

rd�

Community of Catholic Women… 

�

Their next meeting is on Thursday, �

December 9

th

 in Hilgert Hall at 10:30 am. 

Please consider joining the CCW for a year 

filled with promise, spiritual growth, �

fellowship, and good works. �

 Join to see how fulfilling sharing and �

working  with others, in a spiritual atmosphere, can be.  �

�

�

�

�

�

�

Men’s club will be meeting Wednesday, �

December 7

th 

from September to May at 

6:30pm in Hilgert Hall. They engage in �

various activities which promote catholic �

values, promote a sense of community �

within the parish, host parish events, and encourage �

charitable activities throughout the community. �

All men of the parish are invited to join. 

�

�

Knights of Columbus.. 

 

The Knight’s next meeting is Wednesday, 

December 15

th 

at 7:00pm. You can �

contribute as much or as little time as you 

desire. Your Council has helped many, �

contributed much, and served the Church in many 

ways. Join us and become a member of our group! �

Men’s Club… 



 

 

Synod on Synodality - Journeying Together  

Frequently Asked Questions  

�

�

1. What is the Synod on Synodality? �

Pope Francis will invite bishops from across the world to Rome in October 2023 for the Synod on Synodality,to �

discern ways to engage more people in the decision�making processesthat affect the whole Church. The theme is: 

“For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission.” Leading up to this gathering, local dioceses will 

consult with local Catholics and others to create a report to submit to their national bishops’ conference, which will 

then contribute to a report to be presented to Pope Francis. �

�

2. What is a Synod? �

The words "synod" and "synodality" have three main uses in the Church: �

1.� "Synod" as used in phrases like "the Synod of Bishops" refers to a standing body of bishops who, for example, 

aid the Pope in listening to and guiding the Church. �

2.� More often "synod" refers to an event, a gathering, most often of bishops, to discuss challenges that the Church 

faces and to discern together how to move forward. �

3.� Finally, "synodality" refers to a style that characterizes the life of the entire Church, a habit of mutual listening, 

dialogue, and collective discernment. This style is most apparent during synods but ought to characterize the 

life of the Church in all times and at every level �

�

3. What is Journeying Together all about? �

Journeying Together is a listening and sharing opportunity for the Diocese of St. Petersburg that seeks to discern 

how the Holy Spirit is leading the Church to move forward. This initiative is part of a global consultation process led 

by Pope Francis known as the Synod on Synodality.�

�

Journeying Together is our diocesan process through prayer and reflection, rooted in the encounter with Jesus in 

the Sacred Scriptures and the liturgical life of the Church, and inspired by an openness to the movement of the �

Holy Spirit, which enables us to hear the Spirit speaking to us. �

�

4. Is this new? �

The entire history of the Catholic Church shows us a Church that journeys together. Jesus Christ walked with his 

apostles and disciples from town to town. The early Christian community gathered together for prayer, worship and 

consultation. In this diocese, we already have the experience of journeying together through listening, as with �

Bishop Parkes’ Listening Sessions in 2017 and 2018. �

�

The Second Vatican Council reinvigorated synodal processes in the Church, for example, by establishing the Synod 

of Bishops. While the Synod on Synodality will culminate in Rome in October 2023 with a gathering mostly of �

bishops from across the world, recent synods have encouraged bishops to seek input from their local Church. �

The process for thissynod is new in commissioning a more intentional process of “journeying together” at the local 

(diocesan) level.�

�

5. Why now? �

Pope Francis is reading the signs of the times and is seeking to develop “synodality” as a tool for the bishops in 

their role of governing the Church. In a world hurting from a pandemic, extreme weather conditions, massive �

migration, poverty, violence and moral relativism, the Church is asking us to “walk by faith” (2 Corinthians 5:7)�

 and pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit. �

�

Pope Francis has called this moment in human history “a time of reckoning.” The themes from the Synod on �

Synodality can help us to understandwhy now is the right time to consider synodality more deeply:�

�

A.� Communion � Amidst so much suffering and isolation, we see clearly that we must come together as �

B.� communities in the local Church. In prayerful communion, we gain insight into the ways of the Holy Spirit. 

When the Church gathers for the Eucharist, the mission of the Church is best understood. Thus, the life of the 

ecclesial communities and parishes, the importance of which we recognize now more than ever, roots and    

orients our practice of synodality and propels us forward. �



B. Participation � This moment in which the Church responds to the global pandemic calls for the Church to look 

forward, not backwards, and to revitalize its mission of bringing the Good News to all. To undertake this mission, �

all the local Churches (dioceses) must reflect on the insights that the Holy Spirit has given to their faithful. �

The gentle call of invitation to the full practice of Catholic life, with the Eucharist at the center of all the Church 

does, is an integral part of this “walking together.” �

�

C. Mission � By reading the signs of the times and listening to what the Holy Spirit has spoken in the hearts of the 

faithful, dioceses will gain a deeper understanding of the mission entrusted to each of them. Like a mosaic, the �

vision for each diocese is formed through attention to the needs of the faithful, to the need for renewal, and to the 

life of the local community who gathers in response to the gentle invitation of the Lord to worship Him, to be �

sanctified by Him, and to speak, individually and collectively, with the prophetic voice of His Holy Spirit. �

�

The synodal process is a pilgrimage of the whole People of God in discerning the way forward for the Church, �

locally and worldwide, at this moment in time. Anyone who has been on a pilgrimage knows that the journey there 

is not just travelling, but an integral part of the whole. The culmination of the synodal process in 2023 will be an 

important moment in the pilgrimage but not an end point. �

�

6. What difference will it make? �

By listening to Catholics, non�Catholics and even people with no faith, Pope Francis and bishops from across the 

world are hoping to revitalize the Church at a critical time in human history. The fruit of this process will be a �

Spirit�inspired vision for the future of the Church, and the process itself should serve as a prophetic witness to the 

human family and as encouragement to unite around a common goal. �

�

7. Why include non�Catholics? �

This process actively seeks the participation of non�Catholics and even non�Christians for several reasons. �

First, as the diocesan vision and mission attest, the Church cares for all people, not only those who currently �

identify as Catholic. As Pope Francis has said on multiple occasions, we are all in the same boat…We are one �

human family living in our common home. (Laudato Si’and Fratelli Tutti). Second, those who are not practicing �

Catholics have interactions with the Catholic Church at the institutional, local, and personal levels that can provide 

insights to the Church that come from the perspective of distance. Most importantly, the history of the People of 

God shows time and again that the Holy Spirit often moves in unexpected ways (e.g. Jesus and the Centurion, �

Matthew 5:8�13); we should be open to discerning movements of the Spirit from the most unlikely of sources. �

�

8. Is this just another listening session? �

The purpose is not to collect everyone's individual opinions, but rather to hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to us 

through our prayers and reflections. Listening to each other is very important. Pope Francis has said that during the 

Synod of Bishops gathering: “We listen, we discuss in groups but above all we pay attention to what the Spirit has 

to say to us.” This discernment is not an activity done in isolation. Mutual listening and reflection are vital, as what �

is proposed grows from the unity and conviction that comes from the lived practice of faith within the community. �

�

9. How will my feedback be used? �

Pope Francis says: “what is under discussion at synodal gatherings are not the traditional truths of Christian �

doctrine. The Synod is concerned mainly with how teaching can be lived and applied in the changing contexts of �

our time.” Therefore, all topics can be raised, but it is important to realize that not all topics will form part of the 

ongoing discussion.�

�

The synodal process is not about a democratic debate. It is place of respectful mutual listening and experiencing 

the call of the Holy Spirit to move in new ways. Again, the Pope is clear on this: “Another temptation that so often �

confuses people is treating the synod as a kind of parliament underpinned by a ‘political battle’ in which in order to 

govern one side must defeat the other…this goes against the spirit of the synod as a protected space of community 

discernment.” What the synodal process will do is embed at all levels of the Church a new way of listening and �

hearing, of discernment and action, which remains faithful to the truths received but expresses them in the context 

of a particular time. �

�

10. How do I participate? Where do I get more information? �

Visit the website: www.JourneyingTogether.org, to sign up for our email list to stay informed. Also, if you have �

specific questions, contact us at Journey@dosp.org �

�

11. What is the timeline?�

 Local events and discernment opportunities will take place from December 2021 through February 2022. �

�



�

�

�

Confessions �

Saturday’s December 11

th

, and 18

th

�

3:30�4:30pm�

�

Tuesday, December 14

th�

9:00 � 11:00am�

�

Christmas Eve Masses�

5:00pm Vigil �

�

Christmas Day Masses�

8:30am & 10:30am�

�

Sunday December 26th, 2021�

Saturday NO 5pm Vigil Mass �

Sunday Masses �

8:30am and 10:30am�

�

January 1, 2022�

Mary Mother of God �

Not a Holy Day of Obligation�

�

�

www.stbenedictcrystalriver.org�
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2619 Highway 44 West, Inverness
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866-319-2952

Come Visit Us

• Lifetime Warranty on new Toyotas
• Toyotacare No Cost Maintenance
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 & Hail Inspection
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563-0411 • 726-8917

License #CCC057537
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• Family Owned and Operated
• As a practicing Catholic family
 and business, we treat you with 
 integrity and professionalism.
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Hernando: 352-754-1890
Citrus: 352-341-1179

 The Nature Coasts Premier

 ESTATE
 PLANNING
 Law Firm

 Crystal River Office: (352) 683-1963
www.naturecoastlaw.com

WILLS | TRUSTS
PROBATE

ELDER LAW
Assisted Living Facility and Memory Care

located in Sugarmill Woods

Where an elegant lifestyle is matched
by exceptional care.
352-765-3259 

5445 West Oak Park Blvd. • Homosassa, FL 34446
info@royaldaltonhouse.com

royaldaltonhouse.com

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
Call us to make an appointment! 352-436-4328

Two Locations to Serve You
7562 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy., Crystal River, FL 34429 | 840 S Bea Ave., Inverness FL

At Nature Coast Health Care our Patient-Centered-Medical-Home team of medical doctors  are dedicated to
treating patients comprehensively as a whole person. We take a compassionate approach to preventing,

diagnosing and treating diseases to care for you throughout life.

Roger Throneburg

Parishioners
Choice With 
Experience

Try Before You Buy
4 Week Trial

ABSOLUTELY 
FREE!

 352-628-9909 • Across from Wildlife Park
 www.FatherAndSonsHearing.com

“Voted the Best of the 
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1665 S.E. US Hwy. 19 • Crystal River, FL 34429
jimgreenjewelry@gmail.com

WWW.JIMGREENJEWELERS.COM
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Next to Winn Dixie, Crystal River Shopping Center
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with this coupon

• Award Winning Hair Salon • Appointments / Walk-ins
• Ultra Clean & Sanitized • 6 Experienced Stylists
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