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Mission Statement �

�

We, the parish family of St. Benedict, are called through our Baptism �

to share the mission of Jesus.  Enabled by the Holy Spirit, we strive �

to proclaim Christ’s good news by living His message of love, peace �

and hope. We welcome everyone to our  parish community and �

encourage all to reach out to one another in faith, prayer and service.   �

3

rd

 Candle�

The Shepard Candle or The Candle of Joy�

�

The third candle is pink and symbolizes joy. It is called the “Shepherd’s 

Candle,” and is pink because rose is a liturgical color for joy. The third �

Sunday of Advent is Gaudete Sunday and is meant to remind us of the �

joy that the world experienced at the birth of Jesus, as well as the �

joy that the faithful have reached the midpoint of Advent.�



Mass Intentions  

For The Third Week in Advent 

December 11 — 19, 2021 

 

�

Saturday, December 11 St. Damasus I, Pope�

5:00pm�� ♥Bill and Terri Obermeier�

�

Sunday, December 12 Third Sunday of Advent�

8:30am�� †Woldemar Horn � � �

� �    by John and Linda Conroy and Family�

10:30am� †Ed and Madeleine Gerrits                �

� �     and daughter Dory Tully� �

� �      by Loving Family�

� �

Monday, December 13 St. Lucy, virgin, and Martyr�

8:00am�� †David Salvador � � �

� �    by John and Shirley Kornfeind�

�

Tuesday, December 14 St. John of the Cross�

8:00am��    Parishioners of St. Benedict�

�

Wednesday, December 15 Advent Weekday�

8:00am�� ♥Joey and Clare DeLuca � �

� �    by Bill and Terri Obermeier�

�

Thursday, December 16 Advent Weekday�

8:00am��   Parishioners of St. Benedict�

�

Friday, December 17 Late Advent Weekday�

8:00am�� †Mary Jo Gallagher by Renee Bien�

�

Saturday, December 18 Late Advent Weekday�

5:00pm�� †Milton Miller by Loving Wife�

�

Sunday, December 19 Fourth Sunday of Advent�

8:30am��   Parishioners of St. Benedict�

10:30am� †Theresa Ricardo by Loving Family�

Pray for our People… 

Our Sick… 

Clarence Redd, Michael Bottichio, Gordon Gould, Irene Cmar, 

Michael Grivois, Julia Covert, Maria Canale, Steven Doyle, �

Don Miller, Ann Darling, Dan Clymer, Marvin Long, Kevin Terrell, 

Linda Fusco, Chris Grivois, Annetta Wieczorek, Ralph Esposito, 

Doug Sheppard, Agnes and Michael Ross, George Williams, �

Frank Polash, Barbara and Fred Born, Eugene Janusz, Una Lewis, �

Ron and Mary Guadagnini, Joan Turcotte, Randy Sailor, �

Dayden Floyd, Tiffany Nickel, Diane Clemmer, Michael Celentano, 

Bill Obermeier, Roman Jakubowski, JoAnn Dunton, Vincent Smith, 

Smirna and Ed Velez, Doug Raney, Luella Eggenberger, �

Barbara Brackin, Sigmund Sobiesiak, Elliana Deane, �

Angelina Jesselli, Michael Hembree, Josh Rodgers,Alma Stephens, 

Matthew McCown, Lindsay Longo, John Kilduff, Ann Boakes,�

Mary Jane Eggleston, Isaac Black, Cole Eskay, Fawn Aungst,�

Elizabeth Trepanier, Fr. Mike Lydon, Lorraine Fricke, Paul Fulton, 

Carolyn Darling�Sullivan, Louise Williams, Judy and Atlas Pierce, 

Lydia Ehrman, Brandy Heasley, Hank Stankiewicz, Lew Goody, 

Gary and Gail Rosenow,* Father Greg Andrews, Joel Scime, �

Robert and Theresa Costello, Louanne Karreman, �

and Paul Winburn�

�

Active Duty… 

Those protecting us at home and afar.. 

Anna Bily, Chandra Walton, Steve Sunstrom, Sean Ross, �

Ian Ross, Christopher Dergosits, Kevin Knudsen, Billy Keating, 

Cody Albritton, Lucas Zobel, Dadrian Ruiz, Michael Turcotte, �

Matthew and Michael Zarek, John Kelley, Ron Casasanta Jr., 

Butch Tonnessen, Boyer Kornfeind, Matthew Baker, Chris Grillo, 

Dakota Giles, Tim Dottillis, Todd Vanderbogart, Garrett Gibson, 

Gage Gibson, Richard J. Surowiec, Robert J. Milan Jr., �

Blake Leibach, and Dylan Ludec�

��

Our Deceased… 

The Lord has chosen to call Beavan Grippe and �

Kenneth Saunders to come back home with him. May they �

rest in the arms of God. As we pray for them, we extend our 

heartfelt sympathies to their family and friends.�

Send your prayer request to our prayer warriors through 

Anne at aschukne@tampabay.rr.com �



Reading 1 � ZEPH 3:14�18A �

Shout for joy, O daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, O Israel! Be glad and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!�

The LORD has removed the judgment against you he has turned away your enemies; the King of Israel, the LORD, is in 

your midst, you have no further misfortune to fear. On that day, it shall be said to Jerusalem: Fear not, O Zion, be not �

discouraged! The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior; he will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew 

you in his love, he will sing joyfully because of you, as one sings at festivals. �

�

READING 2 � PHIL 4:4�7�

Brothers and sisters: Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! Your kindness should be known to all.�

The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,�by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,�make your �

requests known to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding�will guard your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. �

�

ALLELUIA � R.�Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia�

�

GOSPEL �  LK 3:10�18 �

The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?” He said to them in reply, “Whoever has two cloaks should 

share with the person who has none.�And whoever has food should do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be �

baptized and they said to him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He answered them,�“Stop collecting more than what is 

prescribed.” Soldiers also asked him, “And what is it that we should do?” He told them, “Do not practice extortion,�do 

not falsely accuse anyone,�and be satisfied with your wages.” Now the people were filled with expectation,�and all were 

asking in their hearts�whether John might be the Christ. John answered them all, saying,�“I am baptizing you with �

water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 

barn,�but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” Exhorting them in many other ways,�he preached good news 

to the people.�

�

RECEIVING COMMUNION�

Until local health conditions improve  significantly, our preferred method of distributing and receiving the Eucharist �

remains in the hand. At communion time you are asked to sanitize your hands. �

3rd Sunday of Advent 

�

“From silly devotions and sour�faced saints, good Lord, deliver us!" St. Teresa of Avila�

�

We’ve all heard the adage, “Laughter is the best medicine.” In many ways, it really is. When was the last time you really 

laughed? The gift of imagination allows us to see possible things that are yet to be. Imagine a world filled with laughter. 

We take life too seriously sometimes. Fear, uncertainty, pressure, negativity, disappointment, and myriad other human 

experiences can rob us of the joy needed for laughter. God never promised us an easy road, and we do have to take 

the course of our lives seriously. However, there is a balance to be sought and a possible joy that can be brought even 

to the darkest and most challenging of encounters.�

�

St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us that, “Joy is not found in the material objects surrounding us but in the inner recesses 

of the soul. One can possess joy in a prison cell as well as in a palace.” Falling in love with God, who is present in all of 

creation, allows us to bring a depth of understanding to everything we do and experience. We can more easily see 

above and beyond things while pursuing the only One who can truly satisfy our hearts. When we realize that God, the 

king of Israel, is in our midst and with us, there is no further misfortune to fear. We can celebrate the wonder and 

beauty of God’s gift of joy. It is no wonder that many saints radiate joy and have no reservations expressing laughter. 

They are happy because they have found a pearl of great price.�

�

We celebrate with joy today with hearts filled with expectation, wonder, awe, and beauty as we ready ourselves, even 

more excitedly, for the coming of our Savior. Do not fear and do not be discouraged. If you haven’t laughed in a while, 

why? Something is preventing you from expressing the magnificence of your soul and the presence of God who dwells 

within. God’s power and presence within us assures us that we are loved and kept in that presence. What more is really 

needed? Rejoice and laugh in the presence of God! It really is the best medicine and a most perfect way to convince 

others that God is really with us. “Go ahead, laugh! Live your life with joy and serve the Lord with laughter! Joy, with 

peace, is the sister of charity. Serve the Lord with laughter.” (St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina)�



Christmas Flowers 

Christmas flowers that will adorn our altar may be donated as memorials for deceased or living family �

members or friends.  Please use the form below to give us your information.  If writing a check please make �

payable to St. Benedict Church and specify “Christmas Flowers”.  Donations may be placed in the collection basket 

or you can drop it off at the parish office.  Please have donations to the parish office by Dec. 16th.   �

�

In memory of: _______________________________________________________________________________�

�

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________�

�

Or for living:_______________________________________________________________________________________________�

�

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________�

�

Given by:__________________________________________________________________________________________________�

Amount: __________________________________�

�

Christmas Spiritual Bouquet Cards�

�

�

We are offering the opportunity for you to remember your 

loved ones at the Christmas Masses. The cards are available 

at the main entrance of the church. Please write the names 

of your loved ones and place your donation in the envelope 

and put it in the collection basket or drop it off to the parish 

office no later than Thursday, December 16

th

.�

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here at St. Benedict, we believe that no one 

should go without a gift on Christmas Day. As 

we're all aware by now, the Covid�19 pandemic 

continues to bring many changes into all aspects 

of our lives, including our Giving Tree.��

�

The Giving Tree is set up, decorated with gift tags 

that indicate a name and a gift suggestion. �

St. Benedicts Giving Tree gives a happy Christmas �

to families in the parish who are having difficulties 

making ends meet. Please take a tag and �

purchase the gift item on it. �

�

�

Wrapped gifts must be �

returned to the church or�

parish office no later than �

Thursday, December 16

th

 �

�

Distribution is on the 23

rd�

Knights Beef Stew Dinner 

Saturday, January 15

th 

 

The Knights of Columbus Beef Stew �

Dinner will be served after the 5:00pm Mass. 

With proceeds shared with several charities �

including the new kitchen. �

Bring a BIG appetite and plan to attend!�

�

Tickets go on sale Saturday, January 1

st�

�

Thank you to the �

Divine Mercy Prayer Group �

for your generous �

donation!�

Stewardship  

December 5

h

, 2021 

Attendance: 392 

�

St. Benedict is totally dependent upon the generous stewardship of our 

parishioners. The use of envelopes, regardless of the amount of the 

contribution, makes possible our many parish activities and services.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Amount neededWeekly for Operating Expenses: $9,765.00�

Offertory� $7,644.50�

SJP II School� $599.00�

Maintenance� $377.50�

Miscellaneous� $591.00�

Total� � $9,212.00�



World Youth Day 2023 �

Lisbon & Fatima, Portugal�

July 28th � August 8th, 2023*�

�

*Date is subject to change.�

�

Did you know that many young adults, adults, and families from around the Catholic Diocese of �

St. Petersburg are travelling to World Youth Day to see Pope Francis? Taking place August 1st � 6th 2023, 

World Youth Day (WYD) is the gathering of young people from all over the world with the Pope. It is also a 

pilgrimage, a celebration of youth, an expression of the universal Church and an intense moment of �

evangelization for the world. WYD opens its doors to everyone, no matter how close to or distant from �

the Church they are.�

��

Additional information:�

�Participants must be 16 years or older on departure.�

�Those under 18 must attend with an adult family member or chaperoned youth group.�

�Families and adults over 40 are welcome to attend; see website for more info.�

�Individuals and groups of 15 or less will have the option to join with others on a pilgrimage team.�

�Travel insurance packages are available.�

�

Early registration ends December 31st 2021. If deposit is paid prior to �

December 31, 2021, we will provide a $250 scholarship per person. The total 

cost of this trip is $4250. Fundraising is available, easy, and profitable! Cost�

includes all travel, hotel, fees, and most food. A deposit of $250 is required to 

save your spot.�

�

Sign up and learn more at�www.dosp.org/WYD��

St. Lucy  

Feast Day December 13 

 

A name that means “light,” St. Lucy (283 � 304) is the patron saint of those blind 

or suffering with eye trouble. Not much is known about her life, except that she was 

determined to remain a virgin and thus refused marriage. 

History tells the story of a frustrated suitor who eventually 

accused St. Lucy of being a Christian (at crime at the time), and 

she was executed in Syracuse, Sicily, in the year 304.�

Today, we celebrate a number of traditions that incorporate       

symbolic meaning of St. Lucy as the “bearer” of light in the darkness 

of winter. This is particularly seen in Scandinavian countries, with their long dark  

winters. There, a young girl dressed in a white dress and a red sash (as the symbol 

of martyrdom) carries palms and wears a crown or wreath of candles on her head. 

In Denmark, Norway and Sweden, girls dressed as Lucy carry rolls and cookies in 

procession as songs are sung.�

�



Crumbs from the  

desk of Fr. Ryszard 

 

�

Q. What is the purpose and origin of the Advent Wreath in the �

     Catholic Church?�

�

A.  Advent is a Christin Festival that can be observed in the home as well as the �

     Church. The simple ceremony takes place in the home when the family is gathered together during the      �

     main mean. It is time to remember the First Coming of Christ and to anticipate His second coming.�

�

The Symbols�

The Circle of the Wreath: God Himself, His eternity and His endless mercy, without beginning, nor end.�

The Green of the Wreath: Our hope of newness, renewal, and eternal life.�

Light of the Candles: The Light of God that came into the world through Christ to bring newness, life, and 

hope.�

Lighting the Candles: The progressive departure of darkness from the world as the more and more light is 

shed through the candles.�

Four Candles: The four weeks of Advent, representing the four centuries between the time of the Prophet 

Malachi and the birth of Christ.�

Three Colored (purple or blue) Candles: A period of waiting, expectation, and preparation.�

The First Candle: A time of expectation and hope.�

The Second Candle: The peace that is to come.�

The Pink (or Rose) Candle for the Third Week: It symbolizes joy for the promise is almost fulfilled.�

The Fourth Candle: The love of God for mankind.�

The Fifth White Candle (if applicable): Called the “Center Candle”, it is lit on Christmas Eve or Day to 

display that the light of Christ has come into the world in fulfillment of the prophecies.�

�

The Blessing of the Advent Wreath�

The following is one example of many available ceremonies, prayers, and devotions that are associated with 

the tradition of the blessing of the Advent wreath.�

Leader: � Our Help is in the Name of the Lord.�

All: � Who has made Heaven and Earth.�

Leader: � Let us pray: “O God, by whose Word all things are made holy, 

pour fourth Your blessing upon this wreath, and grant that we who use it 

may prepare our hearts for the coming Christ.”�

All: � Amen.�

�



�

�

�

Confession�

Saturday, December 18

th

�

3:30�4:30pm�

�

�

Christmas Eve Mass�

5:00pm Vigil �

�

Christmas Day Masses�

8:30am & 10:30am�

�

Sunday December 26th, 2021�

Saturday NO 5pm Vigil Mass �

Sunday Masses �

8:30am and 10:30am�

�

January 1, 2022�

Mary Mother of God �

Not a Holy Day of Obligation�

�

�

www.stbenedictcrystalriver.org�



Residential • Commercial • Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic • Wood
2619 Highway 44 West, Inverness
352-637-3840 • Our 36th Year

WILLIAMS FLOOR STORE

HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

Sales • Service • Installation
Residential • Commercial

Lic. # CMC035440
Phone: 352-564-8822

Parishioner

ir Masters
of Citrus County, Inc.

$10 OFF
with your bulletin

Wills, Trusts, and Probate
Glen C. Abbott
Attorney At Law

109 NE 4th Street • Crystal River, FL 34429
(352) 795-5699 

B R O W N
 FUNERAL HOME &
 CREMATORY
 5430 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy
 Lecanto, Florida 34461
 795-0111
 www.brownfuneralhome.com

Richard T. Brown
4th Degree

K of C # 1547

Dragomir Mijic, D.O.
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Kirill Ilalov, M.D.
Spine Surgeon

352-597-2664 
8281 S. Suncoast Blvd | Homosassa, FL 34446 

www.centerforboneandjoint.com

Servicing All of Citrus County

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED/BONDABLE

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1967”
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

RE-ROOF • REPAIRS
BOULERICEROOFING@YAHOO.COM

State Lic# CCC025464
Business Register #QB 0002180v

628-7445 or 628-5079
866-319-2952

Come Visit Us

• Lifetime Warranty on new Toyotas
• Toyotacare No Cost Maintenance
• CARFAX for Life
• Windshield Repair Included
• Tire Road Hazard Included
• Key Replacement Included
• Village Value Center
• Used Cars Under $15k

(352) 400-4189 • WWW.VILLAGETOYOTA.COM
*Up to $5,000 Advantage Program. See dealer for details.

CALL US FIRST
IF YOU HAVE ANY DAMAGE!

 Also FREE Wind
 & Hail Inspection
 YOU CAN DEPEND ON US!
 REFERENCES UPON REQUEST

23 TIME BEST OF THE 
BEST WINNER!

563-0411 • 726-8917

License #CCC057537

State Cert #CAC0636926

• Family Owned and Operated
• As a practicing Catholic family
 and business, we treat you with 
 integrity and professionalism.
• Servicing all major brands
• Commercial / Residential
• Ice Machines

Hernando: 352-754-1890
Citrus: 352-341-1179

 The Nature Coasts Premier

 ESTATE
 PLANNING
 Law Firm

 Crystal River Office: (352) 683-1963
www.naturecoastlaw.com

WILLS | TRUSTS
PROBATE

ELDER LAW
Assisted Living Facility and Memory Care

located in Sugarmill Woods

Where an elegant lifestyle is matched
by exceptional care.
352-765-3259 

5445 West Oak Park Blvd. • Homosassa, FL 34446
info@royaldaltonhouse.com

royaldaltonhouse.com

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
Call us to make an appointment! 352-436-4328

Two Locations to Serve You
7562 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy., Crystal River, FL 34429 | 840 S Bea Ave., Inverness FL

At Nature Coast Health Care our Patient-Centered-Medical-Home team of medical doctors  are dedicated to
treating patients comprehensively as a whole person. We take a compassionate approach to preventing,

diagnosing and treating diseases to care for you throughout life.

Roger Throneburg

Parishioners
Choice With 
Experience

Try Before You Buy
4 Week Trial

ABSOLUTELY 
FREE!

 352-628-9909 • Across from Wildlife Park
 www.FatherAndSonsHearing.com

“Voted the Best of the 
Best the Last 23 Yrs”

1665 S.E. US Hwy. 19 • Crystal River, FL 34429
jimgreenjewelry@gmail.com

WWW.JIMGREENJEWELERS.COM
352-563-0633

Next to Winn Dixie, Crystal River Shopping Center

 3-D-4-3 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 16-0006

No Fees or Costs Unless You Win!

ADVERTISMENT

20 % OFF
ANY SERVICE

1ST TIME CLIENT
with this coupon

• Award Winning Hair Salon • Appointments / Walk-ins
• Ultra Clean & Sanitized • 6 Experienced Stylists
• Credit Cards Accepted • Full Hair Services Avail.

ChangesChanges HAIR DESIGN STUDIO
3914 S. SUNCOAST BLVD., HOMOSASSA (IN PUBLIX CENTER)

352-382-HAIR (4247)


