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Catholic Church�

Welcome to�

St. Benedict�
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th

 Candle�

The Angel Candle or The Candle of Love�

�

On the fourth week of Advent, we light the final purple candle �

to mark the final week of prayer and penance as we wait for the birth 

of our Savior. This final candle, the “Angel’s Candle,” �

symbolizes peace. It reminds us of the message of the angels: �

“Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.”�

December 19

th

, 2021 

�

�

Fourth�

455 S. Suncoast Blvd ● Crystal River, FL 34429 ● (352)795�4479 ● �

www.stbenedictcrystalriver.org ● www.facebook.com/stbenscr/�

Mass Schedule: M�F 8:00am●Saturday 5:00pm●Sunday 8:30am&10:30am�

Office hours: M�T 9:00am�2:30pm *Closed Friday’s*�

�

�

Christmas Eve�

5:00pm Vigil (Caroling begins 4:45)�

�

Christmas Day�

8:30am & 10:30am Mass�

�

Christmas Mass  

Schedule 

Pastor�

Fr. Ryszard Stradomski (Fr. Richard)�



Pray for our People… 

Our Sick… 

Clarence Redd, Michael Bottichio, Gordon Gould, Irene Cmar, 

Michael Grivois, Julia Covert, Maria Canale, Steven Doyle, �

Don Miller, Ann Darling, Dan Clymer, Marvin Long, Kevin Terrell, 

Linda Fusco, Chris Grivois, Annetta Wieczorek, Ralph Esposito, 

Doug Sheppard, Agnes and Michael Ross, George Williams, �

Frank Polash, Barbara and Fred Born, Eugene Janusz, Una Lewis, �

Ron and Mary Guadagnini, Joan Turcotte, Randy Sailor, �

Dayden Floyd, Tiffany Nickel, Diane Clemmer, Cole Eskay, �

Michael Celentano, Bill Obermeier, Roman Jakubowski, �

JoAnn Dunton, Vincent Smith, Smirna and Ed Velez, Doug Raney, 

Luella Eggenberger, Barbara Brackin, Sigmund Sobiesiak, �

Elliana Deane, Angelina Jesselli, Michael Hembree, �

Alma Stephens, Matthew McCown, Lindsay Longo, �

Mary Jane Eggleston, John Kilduff, Ann Boakes, Isaac Black, �

Josh Rodgers, Elizabeth Trepanier, Fr. Mike Lydon, �

Lorraine Fricke, Paul Fulton, Carolyn Darling�Sullivan, �

Louise Williams,  Judy and Atlas Pierce, Fawn Aungst, �

Lydia Ehrman, Brandy Heasley, Hank Stankiewicz, �

Gary and Gail Rosenow,* Father Greg Andrews, �

Louanne Karreman, Paul Winburn, John Steve Graham, �

and Gary Weglarz�

�

Active Duty… 

Those protecting us at home and afar.. 

Anna Bily, Chandra Walton, Steve Sunstrom, Sean Ross, �

Ian Ross, Christopher Dergosits, Kevin Knudsen, Billy Keating, 

Cody Albritton, Lucas Zobel, Dadrian Ruiz, Michael Turcotte, �

Matthew and Michael Zarek, John Kelley, Ron Casasanta Jr., 

Butch Tonnessen, Boyer Kornfeind, Matthew Baker, Chris Grillo, 

Dakota Giles, Tim Dottillis, Todd Vanderbogart, Garrett Gibson, 

Gage Gibson, Richard J. Surowiec, Robert J. Milan Jr., �

Blake Leibach, and Dylan Ludec�

��

Our Deceased… 

The Lord has chosen to call Frederick Cruz to come back home 

with him. May he rest in the arms of God. As we pray for him, we 

extend our heartfelt sympathies to his family and friends.�

Mass Intentions  

For The Fourth Week in Advent 

December 18 — 26, 2021 

 

�

Saturday, December 18 Late Advent Weekday�

5:00pm�� †Milton Miller by Loving Wife�

�

Sunday, December 19 Fourth Sunday of Advent�

8:30am��   Parishioners of St. Benedict�

10:30am� †Theresa Ricardo by Loving Family�

� �

Monday, December 20 Late Advent Weekday�

8:00am�� †Ed and Cathryn Heitzman by Son Herb�

�

Tuesday, December 21 St. Peter Canisius, Priest�

8:00am�� ♥Edwin Chen by Grace and David Chen�

�

Wednesday, December 22 Late Advent Weekday�

8:00am�� †Maryla Despi by The Torralba Family�

�

Thursday, December 23 St. John of Kanty, Priest�

8:00am�� †James Sweety by Loving Wife Joan�

�

Friday, December 24 Late Advent Weekday�

NO 8:00am�   No Morning Mass for Friday, Dec. 24�

5:00pm Vigil�   Christmas Sprirtual Bouquet�

�

Saturday, December 25 The Nativity of the Lord�

8:30am��   Christmas Spiritual Bouquet�

10:30am�   Parishioners of St. Benedict�

NO 5:00pm �   NO Vigil Mass for Sunday, Dec. 26�

�

Sunday, December 26 �

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph�

8:30am��   Parishioners of St. Benedict�

10:30am� ♥Michael Zenisky and �

� � ♥Amber Rae Josephson �� �

� �    by Norma Morciglio  �

Send your prayer request to our prayer warriors through 

Anne at aschukne@tampabay.rr.com �

Pastor�

Fr. Ryszard Stradomski (Fr. Richard)�

Deacon�

Frederick Oberst�

Administrator �

Noreen Pagano�

noreenstben@tampabay.rr.com�

Bulletin Editor/Receptionist�

Marianne Duncan�

bulletinstben@tampabay.rr.com�

Maintenance�

Tony Moser  � Dean Smith�

Music Ministry/Choir Director�

Vicki Raney�

Accompanist�

Jason Joseph�

R.C.I.A.�

George Dluhy�

Sacristan�

A.J. Gogan�

Parish Staff 

Mission Statement �

�

We, the parish family of St. Benedict, are called through our Baptism to share the mission of Jesus.  Enabled by the Holy Spirit, we 

strive to proclaim Christ’s good news by living His message of love, peace and hope. We welcome everyone to our  parish community 

and encourage all to reach out to one another in faith, prayer and service.   �



Reading 1 � MI 5:1�4A �

Thus says the LORD: You, Bethlehem�Ephrathah too small to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth 

for me one who is to be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from of old, from ancient times. Therefore the Lord will give 

them up, until the time when she who is to give birth has borne, and the rest of his kindred shall return to the children 

of Israel. He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock by the strength of the LORD, in the majestic name of the LORD, his 

God; and they shall remain, for now his greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth; he shall be peace. �

�

READING 2 � HEB 10:5�10�

Brothers and sisters: When Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body 

you prepared for me; in holocausts and sin offerings you took no delight. Then I said, ‘As is written of me in the scroll,�

behold, I come to do your will, O God.’“ First he says, “Sacrifices and offerings, holocausts and sin offerings,�you neither 

desired nor delighted in.” These are offered according to the law. Then he says, :Behold, I come to do your will.” He 

takes away the first to establish the second. By this “will,” �we have been consecrated�through the offering of the body 

of Jesus Christ once for all.�

�

ALLELUIA � R.�Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia�

�

GOSPEL �  LK 1:39�45�

Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah,�where she entered the house of Zechariah�

and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with 

the Holy Spirit,�cried out in a loud voice and said,�“Blessed are you among women,�and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. And how does this happen to me,�that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For at the moment the sound 

of your greeting reached my ears,�the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed that what was 

spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” �

�

RECEIVING COMMUNION�

Until local health conditions improve significantly, our preferred method of distributing and receiving the Eucharist �

remains in the hand. At communion time you are asked to sanitize your hands. �

4

th

 Sunday of Advent 

�

St. Augustine tells us that a “Christian is a mind through which Christ thinks, a heart through which Christ loves, a voice 

through which Christ speaks and a hand through which Christ helps.” As we look around and out at the world, we do not 

have to search too far before we come face to face with inequity and injustice. There is so much unfairness, prejudice, 

anger, hatred, violence, and want. The stories of human heartache, people being hurt, deprived of life’s necessities, 

loneliness, and sickness are far too commonplace. For many of the world’s ills, the vices of greed, lust, pride, gluttony, 

and jealousy are clearly among the more significant root causes. Why doesn’t God just step in and fix this mess?        

After all, God created this world, and one would hope that he would step up and take some measure of responsibility   

for it! Once we sit with this thinking for a while, we can begin to realize just how flawed it really is. God did take       

responsibility and God did fix the problem! God sent us Jesus Christ as the divine solution to the world’s ills. It is not    

God who has shirked responsibility, we have. We are the ones who continually fail to set our own personal needs, 

wants, and securities aside so that One more powerful than us can use us.�

�

Mary had to set her needs aside in order for the Son of God to come into the world. Put simply, Mary listened and      

believed. Having opened herself to being an instrument of the Divine, God could use her as his mind, heart, voice, and 

hand. She became God’s vessel so that God’s greatness could reach the ends of the earth and peace could come upon 

the world. God’s fix for the world’s difficulties is you and me.             

We are the ones who confess that Jesus Christ came into the world     

as the Son of God, the Prince of Peace, and herald of justice.              

All we have to do is believe, as did Mary, that what has been spoken to 

us by the Lord will be fulfilled. Then, we can step aside and be the 

Christians we claim to be. What a difference it would make if every   

person who professed to be Christian truly understood that their one 

and only vocation is to be God’s instrument. What a beautiful,         

equitable, and just world it would be.�



�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Saturday, January 15

th�

�� Beef Stew Dinner�

�� Salad�

�� Cornbread�

�� Desserts�

�� Variety of Beverages�

The Knights of Columbus Beef Stew Dinner will 

be served after the 5:00pm Mass. With �

proceeds shared with several charities including 

the new kitchen. Bring a BIG appetite and plan 

to attend this post�holiday feast! �

�

A sign�up sheet is �

posted at the main door 

of the church for �

attendance planning.��

�

�

�

Christmas Eve Mass�

5:00pm Vigil �

�

Christmas Day Masses�

8:30am & 10:30am�

�

Saturday NO 5pm Vigil Mass for Sunday, December 26

th�

Sunday December 26th, 2021�

Sunday Masses:�

8:30am and 10:30am�

�

January 1, 2022�

Mary Mother of God �

Not a Holy Day of Obligation�

www.stbenedictcrystalriver.org�

�

�

Santa, Father Ryszard, and Annemarie, our �

executive director of Daystar Life Center at the 

Christmas “Thank You Volunteers” Luncheon.�

�



Keep Christ in Christmas 

 

The St. Benedict Knights of Columbus are selling “Keep Christ 

in Christmas” yard signs and magnetic scenes 

after all Masses. The yard signs will sell of 

$12.00 including the stand. The magnetic 

scenes will be sold for $4.00. You may pur-

chase these from the Church gift shop, or 

during Coffee & Donuts.�

Community of Catholic Women… 

Their next meeting is on Thursday, �

January 13

th

 in Hilgert Hall at 10:30 am. 

Please consider joining the CCW for a year 

filled with promise, spiritual growth, �

fellowship, and good works. Join to see how 

fulfilling sharing and working with others, in a 

spiritual atmosphere, can be.  �

�

�

�

�

The Men’s Club meet the first Tuesday of the 

month from September to May at 6:30pm in 

Hilgert Hall. They engage in various activities 

which promote catholic values, promote a 

sense of community within the parish, host parish events, 

and encourage charitable activities throughout the com-

munity. All men of the parish are invited to join. �

Their next meeting is January 4

th

.�

�

Knights of Columbus.. 

The Knight’s next meeting is Wednesday, January 19

th

 at 

7:00pm. You can contribute as much or as 

little time as you desire. Your Council has 

helped many, contributed much, and served 

the Church in many ways. Join us and become 

a member of our group! �

Men’s Club… 

Some of our Religious Educa�on students made 

rocks for Thanksgiving which we added to our rock 

garden in front of the church.�

Stewardship  

Not available at time of print�



A Evening of Prayer & Discernment  

Be A Part of History in the Making 

�

At this time in our Church’s History, our Holy Father is asking the faithful to come together to 

discern our Church’s future.  Our Northern Deanery, here in Citrus County, will be participating 

with an Evening of Prayer & Discernment. All are invited to gather on Wednesday, January 12, 

2022 at 7 pm in the OLF Parish Hall in Inverness for learning, praying, listening and sharing. We 

will focus on key questions that can inspire and empower us to be active participants in the �

mission of the Church.  Please RSVP at (352) 726�1670 by January 6

th

.�

Mass of Angels 

�

The Parish of St. Scholastica invites all the parishes to participate in our annual Mass of Angels on Tuesday, December 

28

th

, 2021, the Feast of the Holy Innocents. This special Mass at 9:30 a.m., followed by the Rosary after the mass. This 

is in memory of all children, any age, born or unborn, who have left this world to be with the Lord. You may sign the 

child’s name in the book and light a candle in commemoration. Light refreshments in the hall this year. Please join us. �

Contact Rosalie Matt with any questions, 746�7143 or romatt@tampabay.rr.com. �

The Lighter Side 

 

You Can’t Take It with You�

There was a very rich man who was just about to die, and he wanted to take some of his wealth with him. So, he started negotiations 

with God about the matter. God was not sure as it had never been done before and He did not want to set a precedent. Finally, after 

long talks, God reluctantly agreed to allow him to bring his wealth to heaven.�

�

Just a few days before he died, the rich man converted all his money into gold bullion. He died and the funeral home made sure that 

the suitcases containing the gold bullion went with him. He arrived at the Pearly Gates with his suitcases and there was Peter. Peter 

told him he could not bring the suitcases into heaven. But the man said he had already spoken to God, and He had said it was OK. 

So, Peter got on the God phone, and sure enough it was true. Peter was curious as to what was so valuable that the man wanted to 

bring it into heaven. So he asked, "Could I look in the suitcases?"�

�

The man opened the suitcases and Peter exclaimed, "Why are you bringing pavement to heaven!"�

�

Call Ahead�

Father John was nervous when he cast Jimmy, the middle school class clown, as Joseph in the annual Christmas pageant. His fears 

were realized when Jimmy decided to do a little improvisation by pulling out his cell phone in the pageant’s opening scene.�

�

The astonished priest, who was narrating, asked, “What are you doing with your phone?”�

�

Jimmy smiled and replied, “This year I’m phoning that inn to make a reservation!”�

�

Sermon�

“The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good ending; and to have the two as close together as possible.�





Residential • Commercial • Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic • Wood
2619 Highway 44 West, Inverness
352-637-3840 • Our 36th Year

WILLIAMS FLOOR STORE
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AIR CONDITIONING

Sales • Service • Installation
Residential • Commercial

Lic. # CMC035440
Phone: 352-564-8822

Parishioner

ir Masters
of Citrus County, Inc.

$10 OFF
with your bulletin

Wills, Trusts, and Probate
Glen C. Abbott
Attorney At Law

109 NE 4th Street • Crystal River, FL 34429
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 FUNERAL HOME &
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 5430 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy
 Lecanto, Florida 34461
 795-0111
 www.brownfuneralhome.com
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www.centerforboneandjoint.com

Servicing All of Citrus County
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RE-ROOF • REPAIRS
BOULERICEROOFING@YAHOO.COM
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Come Visit Us
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• CARFAX for Life
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CALL US FIRST
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 Also FREE Wind
 & Hail Inspection
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563-0411 • 726-8917

License #CCC057537

State Cert #CAC0636926

• Family Owned and Operated
• As a practicing Catholic family
 and business, we treat you with 
 integrity and professionalism.
• Servicing all major brands
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Citrus: 352-341-1179

 The Nature Coasts Premier
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 PLANNING
 Law Firm

 Crystal River Office: (352) 683-1963
www.naturecoastlaw.com

WILLS | TRUSTS
PROBATE

ELDER LAW
Assisted Living Facility and Memory Care

located in Sugarmill Woods

Where an elegant lifestyle is matched
by exceptional care.
352-765-3259 

5445 West Oak Park Blvd. • Homosassa, FL 34446
info@royaldaltonhouse.com

royaldaltonhouse.com

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
Call us to make an appointment! 352-436-4328

Two Locations to Serve You
7562 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy., Crystal River, FL 34429 | 840 S Bea Ave., Inverness FL

At Nature Coast Health Care our Patient-Centered-Medical-Home team of medical doctors  are dedicated to
treating patients comprehensively as a whole person. We take a compassionate approach to preventing,

diagnosing and treating diseases to care for you throughout life.

Roger Throneburg

Parishioners
Choice With 
Experience

Try Before You Buy
4 Week Trial

ABSOLUTELY 
FREE!

 352-628-9909 • Across from Wildlife Park
 www.FatherAndSonsHearing.com
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Next to Winn Dixie, Crystal River Shopping Center
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