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Parish Office/Mailing 

882 Bay St., Sebring, FL 33870 

Tel: (863)385-0049 Fax: (863)385-5169  

Tel: (863)385-6762 (Spanish) 

Web: www.stcathe.org 

www.facebook/stcathe 

E-mail: office@stcathe.org  

Monday—Friday 8:30 AM to 1:00 PM 

 

CLERGY 

Pastor 

Very Reverend José González, V.F. 

frjose@stcathe.org  

 

Parochial Vicar 

 Reverend Pawel Kawalec (863)385-3993 

 

 Deacons 

Reverend Mr. Max M. Sévère 

Reverend Mr. James R. Mc Garry (Ret.) 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend   

Saturday: 4:00 PM 

& 6:00 PM (Spanish) 

 Sunday—8:00, 10:00 AM, 4:00 PM   

& 12:00 Noon (Spanish) 

 

DAILY MASS 

Monday—Friday 8:00 AM   

Saturday: 9:00 AM 

Mass  Celebrations 

Available in our YouTube channels   

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

 Saturday 3:00—3:45 PM (in the Chapel) 

  

 

ST CATHERINE SCHOOL 

Principal: Dr. Christine Higgins 

 

2835 Kenilworth Blvd.  

Pre-School 747 S. Franklin St. 

Sebring, FL 33870  

Tel: (863)385-7300  Fax: (863)385-7310 

Office Hours: 8:00 AM —3:00 PM 

Web: www.stcatheschool.org 

J a n u a r y  2 2  
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ORDINARY TIME 

 

In the liturgical calendar of the 

Catholic Church, we go back to 

Ordinary Time. At first, the des-

ignation might seem a bit peculi-

ar, since the word “ordinary” is 

oftentimes associated with things 

that are unimportant, insignifi-

cant, or just downright boring. 

The Church couldn’t possibly 

mean these types of things when 

speaking of the liturgy or a sea-

son of liturgies within the year. 

And so, what exactly is meant by 

Ordinary Time? 

 

Well, the first answer is very 

practical. Considering the past 

several high holy days, today and the next several 

Sundays are rather uneventful, meaning, without a 

major event or teaching associated with them. After 

so many powerful feast days, the Church now returns 

to a season of typical Sundays and to a normal pace in 

the liturgy. 

 

With this observation stated clearly, someone could 

innocently inquire about the focus of the Ordinary 

Time Masses. What does the Church give to believers 

who attend the liturgy during this season? This ques-

tion might even be asked by those who regularly at-

tend Mass but have never paid attention to the differ-

ent seasons or to the shift in the various emphases of 

the seasons. 

 

During Ordinary Time, the Church’s prayers, and se-

lections of readings from the Sacred Scriptures have 

believers accompany the Lord Jesus in his public min-

istry. The Church selects healings, signs, and essen-

tial teachings from the life of Jesus Christ so that fol-

lowers can be reminded, reaffirmed, consoled, and 

challenged in how they are living the Christian way 

of life. Through Ordinary Time, the community of dis-

ciples are once again told by the Lord to forgive, ac-

cept others generously, be healed and serve as instru-

ments of healing, seek peace, live humbly, pray and 

trust in his care for them. 

 

With this understanding, an awareness, beyond the 

practical, can quickly be grasped that Ordinary Time 

is anything but ordinary. The purpose and benefits of 

this season are rather extraordinary, indispensable, 

and fundamental to our following of the Lord Jesus. 

In fact, the season is one of the sources from which 

our Christian lives are fed and upon which our cele-

bration of the high feasts is grounded. 

 

If we do not know the way of Jesus Christ, how we 

can celebrate it?  Ordinary Time, therefore, is the con-

tinuous echo of the Lord in the life of the church and 

in the hearts of those who love and follow him. 

 

In approaching Ordinary Time in this way, some 

helpful spiritual lessons can be discerned from the 

season. As the Church slows its pace and returns to 

the public ministry and teachings of Jesus Christ, 

Christian believers (and people of good will) can see 

in this an invitation to slow the pace of their own 

lives, refocus attention on loved ones, evaluate per-

sonal convictions, and assess where their life is going 

and what changes they would like to make. 

 

Ordinary Time can serve as a welcome signpost along 

the path of our discipleship and of our lives. It can be 

an opportunity for us to put urgent things in check, so 

that they don’t dominate our existence, and a sacred 

time for us renew and cherish important things so 

that our lives can flourish, and we can enrich the lives 

of others. 

 

This examination of discipleship and of life, and the 

resolutions drawn from it, is a favorable chance to 

live in the present moment. Ordinary Time exempli-

fies the old Jesuit motto: Age quod agis, “Do what 

you’re doing.” Namely, we are told, do not worry 

about tomorrow, or yesterday. Do not worry about 

this afternoon or this morning. Live here, now. Do 

what you are doing. Ordinary Time stresses God as 

the Eternal Now. It humbles us with the lesson that 

we are most with God when we are in the present mo-

ment. 

 

This is a spiritual point frequently made by the 

world’s most famous Jesuit, Pope Francis, who tells 

us: “Today does not repeat itself: this is life. Place all 

your heart, your open heart, open it to the Lord, not 

closed, not hard, not hardened, not without faith, not 

perverted, not deceived by sin. We go home with these 

two words only: ‘How is my ‘today’?’ But how are you, 

my today, in the presence of the Lord? And how is my 

heart? Is it open? Is it firm in the faith? Is it led by 

the Lord? With these two questions we ask the Lord 

for the grace to which each of us needs.” 

 

As we enter the Sundays of Ordinary Time, we can 

take that question, “How is my today?” and let it as-

sist us in walking with Jesus Christ, evaluating our 

lives, slowing our pace, and seeking God and our 

neighbor with greater sincerity. 
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Front the Pastor´s Desk 

 

Participating in the Mass from home? 

 

It is important to note here that we are obligated to par-

ticipate in the Mass when we can do so. We are never 

obliged to do what is not possible. Many of us were not 

able to attend Mass because public Masses were not be-

ing celebrated. All of us in the Diocese of Venice also 

have been formally dispensed by our bishop from the 

obligation to attend Mass. In these cases, we are excused 

completely from our Mass obligation and do not have to 

do anything as a substitute. 

 

However, most of us very much want to unite ourselves 

and our children to God and the Catholic Church during 

these trying times. And regardless of our ability to at-

tend Mass, Sunday is still Sunday, and every Sunday -- 

even a quarantine Sunday --is the Lord’s Day. 

 

On Sundays and other holy days of obligation, the faith-

ful are to refrain from engaging in work or activities 

that hinder the worship owed to God, the joy proper to 

the Lord’s day, the performance of the works of mercy 

and the appropriate relaxation of mind and body. Family 

needs or important social service legitimately can excuse 

from the obligation of Sunday rest. The faithful should 

see to it that legitimate excuses do not lead to habits 

prejudicial to religion, family life and health. (Catechism 

of the Catholic Church 2185). 

 

So, let us assume that we all want to observe Sunday to 

the best of our abilities -- in consideration of our circum-

stance -- and not encourage any prejudicial habits in 

ourselves and our children. 

 

Canon law tells us that on Sundays and other holy days 

of obligation, the faithful are obliged to participate in the 

Mass. (Canon 1247) 

 

The words used are “participate” and in other places 

“assist.” Mass is supposed to be an action for us, not 

something that happens passively in front of us. That is 

enough of a challenge when we are at a church sur-

rounded by the community of believers. How can we get 

that feeling at home? 

 

If we are prevented from attending Mass in person, it is 

recommended that we should watch a Mass on TV or 

online. Maybe that would work for you, and if so, carry 

on. But this suggestion that Mass on TV or online is a 

good substitute for actual Mass can be confusing to peo-

ple long term and can have unintended consequences. 

 

The suggestion in canon law is that if participation in 

the Eucharistic celebration becomes impossible because 

of the absence of a sacred minister or for another grave 

cause, it is strongly recommended that the faithful take 

part in a liturgy of the word if such a liturgy is celebrat-

ed in a parish church or other sacred place according to 

the prescripts of the diocesan bishop or that they devote 

themselves to prayer for a suitable time alone, as a fami-

ly, or, as the occasion permits, in groups of families. 

(Canon 1248) 

 

As a family you can get dressed in your Sunday best and 

come together as a family as we would usually come to-

gether as a community. Wherever in your home you usu-

ally pray as a family (or if you do not have that spot yet, 

no time like the present to pick one) ideally in front of a 

crucifix or other religious image. You can light candles, 

blessed by a priest. You can sing a hymn. For the pray-

ers of the Mass, you can read from the Magnificat.  

 

They are offering free  online access to everyone during 

this crisis, (https://us.magnificat.net/free) but it is high-

ly, highly recommend subscribing to the physical ver-

sion, as well 

(https://bookstore.magnificat.net/subscription/index/inde

x). You can also subscribe to MagnifiKid for your chil-

dren. It is available online, as well 

(https://bookstore.magnificat.net/magnifikids). 

 

Any time you are not able to receive the Eucharist, you 

make an Act of Spiritual Communion. 

 

Masses are not cancelled. Masses are occurring every-

where, all over the world. It is just that in many places, 

the faithful are not allowed or because of the conditions, 

they are not able to attend those Masses. We are cele-

brating Mass every day, at St. Catherine. We are cele-

brating it with you in mind and for your intentions. You 

can and should unite yourself to those Masses. 

 

A good way to do this any time (not just pandemic time) 

is to make a morning offering each morning. 

 

So, from your home, you can do your best to actively par-

ticipate in the Mass, being offered at St. Catherine 

Church by your priests. Subscribe to our YouTube chan-

nels and join us. Invite the people that you know to sub-

scribe. 

 

 

Visit our YouTube channels for the Masses 

 

English: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1fpujFBktT54tD9i

zamblg 

 

Spanish: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCedY-

_ApTbYDwTq6ieIcXJQ 

 

 

Anyway, we really must try, especially in these altered 

circumstances, to make Sunday feel like a day set apart 

for God. 

 

 

Fr. José 



January 17, 2021 St. Catherine Parish       Page 4 

 

Religious Education Classes Wednesday from 6:00 —7:30 PM  

and Sunday from 10:00—11:45 AM in the Parish Hall.  

 

For more information please call Rebecca Lazo. (863)991-3346 or rlazo@stcatheschool.org. The groups are re-

duced, maintaining social distance and wearing a mask. 

              RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

  

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the way adults come to learn about and experience the 

Christian life, specifically our Roman Catholic tradition, and become initiated into the life of our Church 

through the celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.   

 

If you know of anyone who is interested in learning more about our Catholic Faith, about becoming Catholic 

or in need of the Sacraments, please extend an invitation to them to come to the RCIA sessions.   

  

These classes will be on Thursdays at 7:00 PM in the Parish Hall and will continue every Thursday at same 

time until Easter. For more information, or to register for classes, please call Juana Nava at (863)385-0049. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

YOUTH GROUP 

Meetings  will be on Wednesdays at 806 Hickory St. from 6:30—8:00 PM. For questions or more information 

please contact Doroteo Rodríguez at (305)726-1089 or rodriguez@stcatheschool.org. 

 Amazon Smile  

Also, remember to use Amazon Smile and select “St. Catherine Catholic School” when you 

are doing your holiday shopping on Amazon. This is a great way to support our students 

and teachers!   

 

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support St. Catherine School every time you 

shop, at no cost to you. AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com on your web browser and can be acti-

vated in the Amazon Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. When you shop at AmazonSmile, you’ll find 

the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added 

benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to St. Catherine School. 

 

 

Here's how to sign up for AmazonSmile 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com  

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 

3. Choose St. Catherine Catholic School, Sebring FL to receive donations. 

4. Start shopping! 

5. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at  

AmazonSmile.   

Thank you for you support always.  

Dr. Higgins 

ST. CATHERINE CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Thank you to The Knights of Columbus and all who donated the gift cards for our Christmas Giving Tree. The gift 

cards were distributed on the Epiphany of the Lord to 95 children who are registered in religious education clas-

ses. Your generosity blessed and brought a smile to many needy children this Christmas.  
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WELCOME TO ST. CATHERINE PARISH 

We invite you to register with us or if you have 

changed any of your contact information, please 

fill out this form. 

 

 

�� Visit the Parish Office during open hours. 

�� Mail the Parish Registration or Update Form 

to the Parish Office. 

�� Drop the Parish Registration or Update Form 

into the weekend collection basket. 

�� Register online at www.stcathe.org 

RECONCILIATION 

 

This sacrament is available in the chapel, every 

Saturday from 3:00—3:45 PM, or by appoint-

ment with a priest. 

 

 

Anointing of the sick 

 Baptism 

Marriage 

 

 

For questions or more information (863)385-0049 

or e-mail at office@stcathe.org  

Name:______________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

City and Zip Code:______________________ 

Telephone:_____________________________ 

E-mail:_______________________________ 

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY 

(____) New Registration    

(____) Moving out of the Parish     

(___) Up-date information 

(____) Need contribution envelopes 

    SATURDAY January 16th 

9:00 AM For our Pope, our Bishops and our Priests — Fr. José  

4:00 PM JACK N WILLIAMS † Madonna Williams  

 SUNDAY  January 17th 

8:00 AM For all living and deceased Parishioners — Fr. José  

10:00 AM JOHN ARATA †  Danna Arata  

 EFRAIN OMAR COLÓN † Aury Colón  

 Sandra Schneider (Special Intention) — Bob Babik  

4:00 PM For our Parish and their Families — Fr. José  

                  MONDAY January 18th 

8:00 AM BUD CHANEY † Kathy Geier   

 Daniel H. Barajas (Health) — Santos, Lucy & Mike 

 Kevin Mattingly (Special Intention)  

                       TUESDAY January 19th 

8:00 AM MANUEL C. DOMISIW JR. † Risa, Manuel &  

Madeline Domisiw   

 Daniel H. Barajas (Health) — Santos, Lucy & Mike 

 Angela Charfenberger (Special Intention) 

      WEDNESDAY January 20th 

8:00 AM             DONNA GOLD † Maureen M Helms   

 Daniel H. Barajas (Health) —Santos, Lucy & Mike  

                                  THURSDAY January 21st 

8:00 AM DUANE HENIGE † Roberta Henige Birchmeier   

 Daniel H. Barajas (Health) — Santos, Lucy & Mike 

  FRIDAY January 22nd 

8:00 AM For the legal protection of unborn children and for 

loving support for their mothers — Fr. José   

    SATURDAY January 23rd 

9:00 AM PAUL HENNEBERRY † Hannah Henneberry  

4:00 PM CHARLES & CATHARINE RITCHEY † Madonna 

Williams  

 JOSEPH KENNEDY SR. † Gertrude Kennedy   

 Daniel H. Barajas (Health) — Santos, Lucy & Mike 

 SUNDAY  January 24th 

8:00 AM WILLIAM ZITELLI † Gladys Zitelli  

10:00 AM For all living and deceased Parishioners — Fr. José  

4:00 PM For peace in our country and freedom from violence  

— Fr.  José 

 Daniel H. Barajas (Health) — Santos, Lucy & Mike 

MASS INTENTIONS FORMS    

Return Mass Intention forms at Parish Office or drop it in the 

weekend collection. The usual donation is $10—$20.00.   

 

Please specify whether the person is living or deceased. Mass 

Intentions must be made a minimum of 10 days prior to the 

date of the.  

SACRAMENTS 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

 

Monday: Heb 5:1-10, Ps 110:1, 2,  Mk 2:18-22 

Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20, Ps 111:1-2, Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17, Ps 110:1, Mk 3:1-6 

Thursday: Heb 7:25—8:6, Ps 40:7-8a, Mk 3:7-12 

Friday:  Heb 8:6-13, Ps 85:8 and 10, Mk 3:13-19 

Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14, Ps 47:2-3, 6-7,    

Mk 3:20-21 

Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10, Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 1 Cor 7:29-

31, Mk 1:14-20 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
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CARES Act 

Around the world and here at St. Catherine, we are wit-

nessing incredible acts of kindness, faith and generosity. 

People are helping one another, praying for each other 

and supporting those in need during these unprecedented 

times. We are so grateful that even during an economic 

crisis, individuals and families continue to support St. 

Catherine Parish and School. 

 

 

As many people are aware of, the Federal Government 

recently passed the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Econom-

ic Security Act (CARES Act). However, most people are 

not aware that the CARES Act provides some additional 

tax benefits to those who donate to churches and other 

charitable organizations in 2020. 

  

One of the new tax benefits will make it possible to take 

an above-the-line deduction for qualified charitable con-

tributions up to $300 for the 90 percent of taxpayers who 

do not claim itemized deductions on their federal income 

tax returns.  

 

 

The CARES Act also relaxes some of the limits on chari-

table contributions. There are not many people with the 

ability to donate most of their income to charities, but for 

those that do, they can now get an increased federal in-

come tax deduction for qualified charitable contributions. 

The deduction limit has been increased from 60 percent 

of their Adjusted Gross Income to 100 percent for 2020. 

In addition, the limitation on corporate donors has been 

increased from 10 percent to 25 percent of taxable in-

come. Corporations can also increase their food donations 

from 15 percent to 25 percent of taxable income.  

 

 

These income tax changes were included by the Federal 

Government to help individuals and families continue 

their support during this pandemic for the charitable or-

ganizations about which they care most, including St. 

Catherine Church and School. 

 

 

To learn more about the CARES Act or how to support 

St. Catherine Church and School, please contact Claudia 

Spradlin at (863)991-3271 or by email at  

claudia@stcathe.org. You can also visit our website at 

www.stcathe.org. 

BOOKKEEPER’S CORNER 

OFFERINGS  

 

 

 Second Collections 

This Week:  Church in Latin America  

Next Week: School Support 

 

  

January 10th  

Regular Collection: $9,650.00  

Second Collection:  School Support: $2,789.00 

 Online Giving: $1,781.00 

 

 

 

 For Online Giving instructions visit 

https://www.osvhub.com/stcathe/funds  

 

 

CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL 2020 

 

Our assessment for 2020 is $110.000.00. We have 

received pledges of $110,048.42. We are at 100.04% of 

our goal! Please make checks payable to CFA and in 

the Memo write “St. Catherine”.   

 

Thank you for your generous support to St. Cathe-

rine’s and the CFA.   

Florida Catholic  

Florida Catholic has suspended print production.    

However, their ministry will continue as they are offer-

ing an e-edition free of charge.  

 

Visit the link below each Friday to view a new, free  

e-edition of the Florida Catholic.  

https://venice.thefloridacatholic.org/  

RED MEMORIAL CANDLES are in  the 

back of the church adjacent to the Chapel. 

A Memorial Candle is lit and remains 

lighted at all times for one year in 

memory of a person who has passed away. 

You may commemorate a loved one by 

lighting a candle for one year with a dona-

tion of $150.  

 

Please come to the Parish Office to make arrangements 

for a Memorial Candle which will be accompanied by a 

small plaque with the name of the person. 

Parishioners who wish to 

receive a statement of finan-

cial contributions to St. 

Catherine in 2020 for tax 

purposes are asked to fill in the information below 

and deposit it with the weekend collection or re-

turn it to the Parish Office. Those of you that con-

tributed to the Catholic Faith Appeal will receive 

their statement of contributions directly  from the 

Diocese. 

 

Name: _______________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________ 

Envelope #: _____________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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ORGANIZATION DIRECTORY 

Pastor: Very Reverend José González, V.F 

………………………………………………….385-0049 

Parochial Vicar:  Reverend Paul Kawalec 

……………………………………………………...385-3993 

  

Arts and Environment: Gloria Fontanes……...385-0049 

Altar Servers: Bekki Rose…….……...…….…...414-1523 

Confirmation: Rebecca Lazo…………………….991-3346 

rlazo@stcatheschool.org.   

LifeTeen:……………………………………………385-0049   

Edge:………………………………………………...385-0049   

Eucharistic Ministry: Janet Patterson….(260)452-6012  

Lector Ministry…..……..Linda Sherman (317)582-1190 

Liturgical Ministries: Diane Sochacki………...835-2523 

Ministry to the Sick: Bob & Carol Ushka……...385-8301  

Music Ministry: Rob Gillmore…………….……..414-1843 

RCIA: Juana Nava………………………………...385-0049 

navaj@stcathe.org 

Religious Education K-5: Rebecca Lazo………...991-3346 

rlazo@stcatheschool.org.   

Respect Life: Marge Rafferty……………………..214-3312             

mrafferty@stcathe.org 

SVDP: Licet Collado.....................................(786)326-9768 

Ushers: Mike Flood……………………….……….471-6381 

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

For more information please contact our Grand Knight, Mr. Louis Hughes  at (863)273-4442  

 

PRAYER CHAIN 

For questions or more information please call Claudia Spradlin at (863)991-3271.  

 

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

The heart of the Vincentian Ministry is the visitation of the poor in their homes…whether an ordinary dwell-

ing place, a hospital, a nursing home, a prison or even the street. Home Visits has been emphasized as the 

primary method of our works of charity since our Society was founded in 1833. St. Catherine’s SVdP Minis-

tries’ include: Home Visitations, a Prison Ministry for Women, Friendship and Hospitality, Fund Raising and 

Membership, and Prayer and Spirituality. For more information please call  at (863)835-0571 and leave a 

message or e-mail lcollado@stcathe.org. One of our volunteers will call back. 

MINISTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

Safe Environment Training  

 

As part of the Safe Environment Program, the Diocese of Venice requires all employees and volunteers who work 

with children and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and trained in Safe Environment. For more information, 

visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/safeenvironment.  

 

Report any abuse against minors to the Florida Department of Children and Families at (800)962-2873. To report 

abuse by Diocesan personnel or volunteers also notify the Diocesan Victims Assistance Coordinator, Susan Benton, 

at (941)416-6114.  

ANNIVERSARY MASSES  

 

All couples celebrating 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, or more than 50 years of marriage are invited by Bishop Frank J. De-

wane to an Anniversary Mass in their honor to be celebrated in two locations.  

 

This year, considering the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic, each location will have two Masses to allow for appropri-

ate social distancing. The Masses are 10:00 AM and Noon on February 6, 2021, Epiphany Cathedral, 350 Tampa 

Ave. W., and 10:00 AM and Noon, March 6, 2021, St. Leo the Great Parish, 28290 Beaumont Road, Bonita Springs.  

 

All registration is being handled through your local Parish. Please reserve seats at least one week before the Mass 

you wish to attend.  
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