
 

St. Catherine of Siena 

Catholic Church 

820 Hickory Street 

Sebring, FL 33870�
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Parish Office/Mailing 

882 Bay St., Sebring, FL 33870 

Tel: (863)385-0049 Fax: (863)385-5169  

Tel: (863)385-6762 (Spanish) 

www.stcathe.org 

www.facebook/stcathe 

 office@stcathe.org  

Monday—Friday 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 

CLERGY 

Pastor 

Very Reverend José González, V.F. 

frjose@stcathe.org  

 

Parochial Vicar 

 Reverend Pawel Kawalec (863)385-3993 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend   

Saturday: 4:00 PM 

  Sunday—8:00, 10:00 AM  

& 12:00 Noon (Spanish) 

 

DAILY MASS 

Monday—Friday 8:00 AM   

Saturday: 9:00 AM 

 

  

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

 Saturday 3:00—3:45 PM   

  

 

ST CATHERINE SCHOOL 

Principal: Dr. Christine Higgins 

higgins@stcatheschool.org 

 

2835 Kenilworth Blvd.  

Pre-School 747 S. Franklin St. 

Sebring, FL 33870  

Tel: (863)385-7300  Fax: (863)385-7310 

Office Hours: 8:00 AM —3:00 PM 

www.stcatheschool.org 

The proof of love is in 

the works. Where love 

exists, it works great 

things. But when it 

ceases to act, it ceases 

to exist.”                                   - Pope Gregory I  
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World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation  

 

Pope Francis has established September 1st  as the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, 

encouraging the Catholic community around the world to pray for our common home. 

 

The day is inspired by Pope Francis' landmark  Encyclical “Laudato Si’, which calls on "every person living on 

this planet" to care for our shared Earth. 

 

He calls us all to celebrate this opportune moment to “reaffirm [our] personal vocation to be stewards of crea-

tion, to thank God for the wonderful handiwork which he has entrusted to our care, and to implore his help 

for the protection of creation, as well as his pardon for the sins committed against the world in which we live.” 

Here are themes that Pope Francis highlighted in Laudato Si’ which require our urgent response today. 

 

�� A Moral and Spiritual Challenge. The ecological crisis, Pope Francis writes, is a summons to profound 

interior conversion—to renew our relationships with God, one another, and the created world. 

�� Care for God’s Creation. God created the world and entrusted it to us as a gift. Now we have the re-

sponsibility to care for and protect it and all people, who are part of creation. Protecting human dignity is 

strongly linked to care for creation. 

�� We are All Connected. We are connected to the rest of the human family, to the created world, and to 

those who will come after us in future generations. 

�� Impact on the Poor. People in poverty have contributed least to climate change, yet they are dispropor-

tionately impacted by it. As a result of excessive use of natural resource by wealthy nations, those who are 

poor experience pollution, lack of access to clean water, hunger, and more. 

�� Called to Solidarity. We are one human family and have a shared responsibility for others and for crea-

tion. Wealthy countries have a responsibility to reduce consumption of non-renewal resources and should 

help poorer nations develop in sustainable ways. 

�� Technological and economic development must serve human beings and enhance human dignity, 

instead of creating an economy of exclusion, so that all people have access to what is needed for authentic 

human development. 

�� Supporting Life, Protecting Creation. Concern for nature is incompatible with failure to protect vul-

nerable human beings, such as unborn children, people with disabilities, or victims of human trafficking. 

�� A Time to Act. Pope Francis calls for a change in lifestyle and consumption. We can make important 

changes as individuals, families, and communities, and as civil and political leaders.  

�� Hope and Joy. “Injustice is not invincible” (no. 74) and we act knowing that we seek to live out God’s vi-

sion of renewed relationships with God, ourselves, one another, and creation 

 

Prayer  

 

 

Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love,  

teach us to contemplate you  

in the beauty of the universe,  

for all things speak of you.  

Awaken our praise and thankfulness  

for every being that you have made.  

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined  

to everything that is.  

 

God of love, show us our place in this world  

as channels of your love  

for all the creatures of this earth,  

for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.  

  

Enlighten those who possess power and money 

that they may avoid the sin of indifference, that 

they may love the common good, advance the 

weak, and care for this world in which we live.  

 

The poor and the earth are crying out.  

O Lord, seize us with your power and light,  

help us to protect all life,  

to prepare for a better future,  

for the coming of your Kingdom  

of justice, peace, love and beauty.  

Praise be to you!  

Amen.  

 

Excerpted from “A Christian prayer in union with  

creation,” in Laudato Si’, no. 246  
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Hurricanes, Severe Storms, and COVID-19 

 

 

Planning for hurricane season and other potential disas-

ters can be stressful, and because the 2021 hurricane 

season comes during the coronavirus disease 

2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, it may be especially so. 

Public health and emergency response professionals 

have advice to help you safely prepare, evacuate, and 

shelter for severe storms while protecting yourself and 

others from COVID-19. Here are some tips to help you 

and your family stay safe during hurricane season this 

year. 

 

Prepare for hurricane season 

�� Understand that your planning may be different this 

year because of the need to protect yourself and others 

from COVID-19. 

�� Get a COVID-19 vaccine as soon as you can. COVID-

19 vaccines help protect you from getting sick or severe-

ly ill with COVID-19 and may also help protect people 

around you. 

�� Give yourself more time than usual to prepare your 

emergency food, water, and medicine supplies. Home 

delivery is the safest choice for buying disaster supplies; 

however, that may not be an option for everyone. If in-

person shopping is your only choice, take steps to protect 

your and others’ health when running essential errands. 

�� Protect yourself and others when filling prescrip-

tions by limiting in-person visits to the pharmacy. Sign 

up for mail order delivery or call in your prescription 

ahead of time and use drive-through windows or 

curbside pickup, if available. 

�� Pay attention to local guidance about updated plans 

for evacuations and shelters, including shelters for your 

pets. 

When you check on neighbors and friends, be sure to 

follow physical distancing recommendations (staying at 

least 6 feet from others) and other CDC recommenda-

tions to protect yourself and others. 

 

Prepare to evacuate 

�� If you may need to evacuate, prepare a “go kit” with 

personal items you cannot do without during an emer-

gency. Include items that can help protect you and oth-

ers from COVID-19, such as hand sanitizer with at least 

60% alcohol, bar or liquid soap, disinfectant wipes (if 

available) and multiple, clean masks for everyone age 2 

or older. Masks should have two or more layers and fit 

snugly against your face. They should not be used by 

people having trouble breathing, or who are uncon-

scious, incapacitated, or unable to remove the mask 

without assistance. 

�� Know a safe place to shelter and have several ways 

to receive weather alerts, such as National Weather Ser-

vice cell phone alert external icon, NOAA Weather Radio 

external icon, or (@NWS) Twitter alerts. 

�� Find out if your local public shelter is open in case 

you need to evacuate your home and go there. Your shel-

ter location may be different this year due to the COVID

-19 pandemic. If you need to go to a disaster shelter,  

follow CDC recommendations.  

�� Make a plan and prepare a disaster kit for your pets. 

Find out if your disaster shelter will accept pets. Typi-

cally, when shelters accommodate pets, the pets are 

housed in a separate area from people. 

�� Follow safety precautions when using transportation 

to evacuate.   

 

Staying with friends or family 

If you will be staying with friends or family outside your 

household to evacuate from the storm: 

�� Talk to the people you plan to stay with about how 

you can all best protect yourselves from COVID-19. 

�� Consider if either of your households has someone 

who is at higher risk of developing severe illness from 

COVID-19, including older adults or people of any age 

who have underlying medical conditions. Make sure eve-

ryone knows what they can do to keep them safe from 

COVID-19. 

�� Follow everyday preventive actions, including cover-

ing coughs and sneezes, washing your hands often, and 

avoiding touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with un-

washed hands. Consider taking extra precautions for 

people living in close quarters. 

Know what to do if someone in your family or in the 

household you are staying with becomes sick with 

COVID-19. Take steps to keep your pets safe. 

 

Stay safe after a hurricane 

In addition to following guidance for staying safe and 

healthy after a hurricane, note that: 

�� You should continue to follow preventive actions to 

protect yourself and others from COVID-19, like wash-

ing your hands and wearing a mask during cleanup or 

when returning home. 

�� It may take longer than usual to restore power and 

water if they are out. Take steps to prevent carbon mon-

oxide poisoning if you use a generator. 

�� If you are injured or ill, contact your medical provid-

er for treatment recommendations. Keep wounds clean 

to prevent infection. Remember, accessing medical care 

may be more difficult than usual during the pandemic. 

�� Dealing with disasters can cause stress and strong 

emotions, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

It is natural to feel anxiety, grief, and worry. Coping 

with these feelings and getting help when you need it 

will help you, your family, and your community recover. 

�� People with preexisting mental health conditions 

should continue with their treatment and be aware of 

new or worsening symptoms. Additional information can 

be found at the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Services Administration external icon page. 
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YOUTH GROUP 

Meetings  will be on Wednesday at 806 Hickory St. from 6:30—8:00 PM. For questions or more information 

please contact Doroteo Rodríguez at (305)726-1089 or rodriguez@stcatheschool.org. 

 

LADIES BOOK CLUB 

The St. Catherine Book Club is reading War & Peace over de summer and will meet in September to discuss 

it. For information contact Kimberly Millerick  at kmill2199@hotmail.com.  

          RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

            (2021-2022) 

 

Registrations; Wednesdays, September 1st and September 8th at 6:00 PM  

 Sunday August 29th & September 5th after 12 Noon Spanish Mass. 

 

Religious Education classes will begin in Sunday September 12 at 10:00 AM & Wednesday September 15 at 

6:00 PM in the Parish Hall. For more information please contact Judy Nugent, Millie Miranda at (863)385-

0049 or e-mail v-judy.nugent@stcathe.org.   

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INTIATION OF ADULTS   

 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the way adults come to learn about 

and experience the Christian life, specifically our Roman Catholic tradition, and be-

come initiated into the life of our Church through the celebration of the Sacraments of 

Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.   

 

If you know of anyone who is interested in learning more about our Catholic Faith, 

about becoming Catholic or in need of the Sacraments, please extend an invitation to them to come to the 

RCIA sessions.   

 

These classes will begin in September 23rd at 7:00 PM in the Building S200 and will continue every Thurs-

day at the same time until Easter. For more information, or to register for classes, please call Juana at (863)

385-0049. 

Dear Families and Friends, 

Our week was filled with fire drills on each campus, science experiments in middle school, classroom visits 

from Father Jose, and lots of fun and learning in Pre-School. In addition to our prayers, petitions, and pledge 

of allegiance, the students recite the mission of St. Catherine Catholic School every day: 

St. Catherine Catholic School provides a Christ-centered education and a strong Catholic foundation where 

children can strengthen their relationship with God and prepare for life’s challenges and their service to others. 

Our Mission keeps us centered on what we do!  

 

Praying for the safety of our parish and school community.  

God bless,                                                                                                                                                  Dr. Higgins 

Principal 
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We invite you to register with us or if you have 

changed any of your contact information, please 

fill out this form. 

�� Visit the Parish Office during open hours. 

�� Mail the Parish Registration or Update Form 

to the Parish Office. 

�� Drop the Parish Registration or Update Form 

into the weekend collection basket. 

�� Register online at www.stcathe.org 

RECONCILIATION 

This sacrament is available every Saturday 

from 3:00—3:45 PM, or by appointment with a 

priest. 

 

Anointing of the sick 

 Baptism    

Marriage 

 

For questions or more information (863)385-0049 

or e-mail at office@stcathe.org  

Name:______________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

City and Zip Code:______________________ 

Telephone:_____________________________ 

E-mail:_______________________________ 

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY 

(____) New Registration    

(____) Moving out of the Parish     

(___) Up-date information 

(____) Need contribution envelopes 

    SATURDAY  August 28th  

9:00 AM FR. EDWARD G. PICK † Fr. José  

 Maryann Plumley (Special Intention Health) — 

B. Walters  

 Jonathan Lozada (Health) — Santos & Lucy de la 

Rosa 

4:00 PM MARION "DOC" REINHOLD † Barbara & Mark 

Walczak  

 MARIA ELENA ESPERANZA RODRIGUEZ † Marite 

& Daniel Ford  

 SUNDAY  August 29th 

8:00 AM For all Living and Deceased Parishioners — Fr. José  

10:00 AM HERACLIA FUENTES & MARIA BRAVO † María 

Von Drewitz   

 PEDRO F. PESQUERA † Magali Bobe  

 Special Intention — Mary & Alan Powell  

                  MONDAY August 30th 

8:00 AM FR. EDWARD G. PICK † Fr. José  

                       TUESDAY August 31st 

8:00 AM FR. IRENEO LOPEZ TOVAR † Adolfo & María José 

Bullrich   

 FR. EDWARD G. PICK † Fr. José  

 JOSE F. MARTINEZ † Rosa López  

      WEDNESDAY September 1st 

8:00 AM             JOSEPH BERCIER, JR. † Delores Barksdale   

 FR. EDWARD G. PICK † Fr. José  

 JOSEPH MEYERHOFER † Daughter  

                                  THURSDAY September 2nd 

8:00 AM CARMEN DELIA ALEJANDRO † Magali Bobe   

  FR. EDWARD G. PICK † Fr. José  

  FRIDAY September 3rd 

8:00 AM FR. EDWARD G. PICK † Fr. José    

 Thanksgiving — Candida Reyes   

    SATURDAY September 4th 

9:00 AM FR. EDWARD G. PICK † Fr. José  

4:00 PM  LOUIS BABIK † Bob Babik  

 Jonathan Lozada — Santos & Lucy de la Rosa  

 SUNDAY  September 5th 

8:00 AM ELIZABETH ANN PADEN BARINA † Richard  

Barina  

 BETTY & JOHNNY COXE † John Coxe  

 KATHERINE DENTON † John Coxe  

10:00 AM For all Living and Deceased Parishioners — Fr. José  

 Jonathan Lozada — Santos & Lucy de la Rosa  

SACRAMENTS 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

 

Monday: 1 Thes 4:13-18, Ps 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 11-12, 

13 [13b], Lk 4:16-30 

Tuesday: 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11, Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [13], 

Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday: Col 1:1-8, Ps 52:10, Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday: Col 1:9-14, Ps 98:2-3ab,  Lk 5:1-11 

Friday:  Col 1:15-20, Ps 100:1b-2,  Lk 5:33-39 

Saturday: Col 1:21-23, Ps 54:3-4,  Lk 6:1-5 

Sunday: Is 35:4-7a, Ps 146:7, 8-9,  Jas 2:1-5,  

Mk 7:31-37 

WELCOME TO ST. CATHERINE PARISH 

22nd Sunday — Mass Intentions of the Week 

There is nothing so great as the Eucharist. If God had 

something more precious, He would have given it to us. 

—John Vianney  
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BOOKKEEPER’S CORNER 

OFFERINGS  

 

 

 Second Collections      

This Week: Diocese of Venice Haitian Relief 

Next Week: Catholic University of America 

�

 August 22nd 

Regular Collection: $5,853.50  

School Support: $2,224.00  

 

    Online Giving: $975.00 

 

  

 

 For Online Giving instructions visit 

https://www.osvhub.com/stcathe/funds  

 

 

CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL 2021 

 

Our assessment for 2021 is $110.000.00. We have 

received pledges of $90,652.45. We are at 82.41% of 

our goal! Please make checks payable to CFA and in 

the Memo write “St. Catherine”.   

 

Thank you for your generous support to St. Cathe-

rine’s and the CFA.   

Florida Catholic  

 

Florida Catholic has suspended print production. 

However, their ministry will continue as they are of-

fering an e-edition free of charge. Visit the link below 

each Friday to view a new, free e-edition of the Flori-

da Catholic. https://venice.thefloridacatholic.org/  

MASS INTENTIONS FORMS 

 

Return Mass Intention forms at Parish Office or drop it 

in the weekend collection. The usual donation is $10—

$20.00.   

 

Please specify whether the person is living or deceased. 

Mass Intentions must be made a minimum of 10 days 

prior to the date of the.  

RED MEMORIAL CANDLES  

 

Are in  the back of the church adjacent to the Chapel. 

A Memorial Candle is lit and remains lighted at all 

times for one year in memory of a person who has 

passed away. You may commemorate a loved one by 

lighting a candle for one year with a donation of 

$150.  

 

 

Please come to the Parish Office to make arrange-

ments for a Memorial Candle which will be accompa-

nied by a small plaque with the name of the person. 

Remember St. Catherine’s in Your Will  

 

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude to 

God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give es-

tablishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping 

the St. Catherine Church to continue our Catholic 

heritage through its many ministries. The following 

is possible wording for including a bequest in your 

will: 

 

 

“I bequeath the greater of $____ or ____% of the resi-

due of my estate to Bishop Frank J. Dewane, (or his 

successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of 

Venice in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal 

office is located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 

34285, “For the benefit of St. Catherine of Si-

ena Catholic Church, in Sebring, FL.” 

 

 

The actual wording in your will should be determined 

by you and your attorney. If you have any questions or 

wish to consider a gift annuity or trust for St. Cathe-

rine of Siena Catholic Church, please contact Fr. José 

González at (863)385-0049. 

FINAL WISHES 

�

St. Catherine Church is offering a new service for all those who may be interested in knowing your final �

wishes and services are what you prefer.   

�

 �

We have developed a form for you to fill out and complete to assist your family and parish.  We will keep one 

on file with the church, and provide a copy for you to keep. 

 

 �

A St. Catherine representative will meet with you and assist you in this preparation. We will arrange a time 

and place for you to meet with our co-coordinator of funeral to ensure these very important procedures are 

carried out according to your wishes. Contact Peggy Pierce at (863)273-9007.�
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ORGANIZATION DIRECTORY 

Pastor: Very Reverend José González, V.F 

………………………………………………….385-0049 

Parochial Vicar:  Reverend Paul Kawalec 

……………………………………………………….385-3993 

  

Arts and Environment: Gloria Fontanes……...385-0049 

Altar Servers: Bekki Rose…….……...…….…...414-1523 

Confirmation: Judy Nugent……………………..385-0049 

v-judy.nugent@stcathe.org.   

LifeTeen:……………………………………………385-0049   

Edge:………………………………………………...385-0049   

Eucharistic Ministry: Janet Patterson….(260)452-6012  

Lector Ministry…..……..Linda Sherman (317)582-1190 

Liturgical Ministries: Diane Sochacki………….835-2523 

Ministry to the Sick: Bob & Carol Ushka……...385-8301  

Music Ministry: Lorraine Davis………….  (317)258-2361 

RCIA: Juana Nava………………………………...385-0049 

navaj@stcathe.org 

Religious Education K-5: Judy Nugent…….…..385-0049  

v-judy.nugent@stcathe.org.   

Respect Life: Marge Rafferty……………………..214-3312             

mrafferty@stcathe.org 

SVDP: Licet Collado.....................................(786)326-9768 

Ushers: Mike Flood……………………….………..471-6381 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

For more information please contact our Grand Knight, Mr. Charlie Wall at (863)273-6500.  

 

PRAYER CHAIN 

For questions or more information please call Claudia Spradlin at (863)991-3271.  

 

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

The heart of the Vincentian Ministry is the visitation of the poor in their homes…whether an ordinary dwell-

ing place, a hospital, a nursing home, a prison or even the street. Home Visits has been emphasized as the 

primary method of our works of charity since our Society was founded in 1833. St. Catherine’s SVdP Minis-

tries’ include: Home Visitations, a Prison Ministry for Women, Friendship and Hospitality, Fund Raising and 

Membership, and Prayer and Spirituality. For more information please call  at (863)835-0571 and leave a 

message or e-mail lcollado@stcathe.org. One of our volunteers will call back. 

MINISTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

TOGETHER IN HOLINESS MARRIAGE CONFERENCE 

  

The St. John Paul II Foundation  

and the Diocese of Venice invite 

all married and engaged couples to the first annual 

Together in Holiness marriage conference 

on Saturday, October 2, 2021 from 10:00 am – 5:00 pm 

at St. Thomas More in Sarasota 

Dynamic Presentations | Mass | Childcare 

Eucharistic Adoration | Reconciliation 

 

Featuring: Kevin and Lisa Cotter, Rev. Eric Scanlan,  

and Leonora Butau, PhD! 

 

Registration: $59/couple and $35/individual 

 Scholarships available upon request; please inquire. 

 

On-site childcare available for ages 2-12;  

pre-registration required. 

 

For more information, please visit togetherinholiness.org or email th@forlifeandfamily.org.  
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