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CLERGY: 

Father Jarek Sztybel 

Father Rogelio Landeta 

Deacon George Ferraioli                                                                                    

STAFF: 

NELA Director:  

Lisa Wudtke Ext. 11 

Administrative Assistant:  

Maria Centeno Ext. 10 

Director of Music & Liturgy:  

Ana Antonyuk Ext. 16 

Faith Formation:  

Maria Centeno Ext. 10 

Janitor: Dorbi Gafaro  

MINISTRIES: 

Hispanic Ministry:  

Fr. Rogelio Landeta 

Bereavement: Catherine Messina 

Ministers to the Sick:  

Call parish office 

Environment & Sacristans:  

Barbara Speziani 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion:  

MaryLou Polin 

 

Altar Servers:  

Deacon George Ferraioli 

Lectors: Diane DiSalvo 

Ushers: Ana Antonyuk 

Council of Catholic Women: Shelia 

Thomas 

Knights of Columbus:  

Grand Knight: Greg Schober 

Emmaus: Barbara Speziani/ 

Barbara Short 

Men’s Club: Al Pettrow 

K.Q.C: Mary Kay Hill 

HOPE: Kathleen Sabatino/Tammy 

Marshall 

Stewardship: Tammy Marshall 

Sunday Donut Group:  

Tammy Marshall 

Church Linens: 

Catherine Messina 

RCIA/RICA: 

Deacon George Ferraioli 

Grupo de Oracion:  

Fernando Pineda 

Youth Group: 

Chris Schober/Mark Robertson  
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TEMPORARY 

MASS SCHEDULE 

MONDAY-FRIDAY:  

8:30am: English 

SATURDAY:  

4:00pm: English   

SUNDAY: 

7:30am: English | 9:30am: Spanish 

11:30am: English 

 

HORARIO DE MISA 

LUNES-VIERNES:  

8:30am: Ingles 

SABADO:  

4:00PM: Ingles       

DOMINGO:  

7:30am: Ingles | 9:30am: Español 

11:30am: Ingles 

 

 

NEUMANN EARLY  

LEARNING ACADEMY  

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon-Fri: 8am-3pm 

Office Phone: 863-647-3404 

 

HORARIO DE OFICINA 

NEUMANN EARLY               

LEARNING ACADEMY 

Lun-Vier: 8am-3pm 

Teléfono de la Oficina:  

863-647-3404 

 

 

PARISH & FAITH  

FORMATION OFFICE HOURS 

Mon-Thurs: 9am-2pm 

Office Phone: 863-647-3400 

 

 

HORARIO DE LA  

OFICINA PARROQUIAL Y 

FORMACION DE FE 

Lun-Jue: 9am-2pm 

Telefono de Oficina: 863-647-3400 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

ST. JOHN NEUMANN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

501 E. Carter Rd  

Lakeland, FL 33813  

Office Phone: 863-647-3400 

Office Fax: 863-647-0888  

 

CONNECT WITH US: 

Website: sjncc.weconnect.com         Facebook @sjncclakeland                                                                                                          

Email: mailbox@sjncc.org 

 

9:00am: First Saturday Mass 

Followed by Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation/Sacramento de Reconciliacion 

(English) by appointment, please call parish office 

(Español) Por cita, favor de llamar a la oficina de la parroquia 

 

 

Pre Baptism Class /Clase Pre Baptismal 

(English) First Monday of the Month- 6:00 p.m.- Contact Deacon George 

Ferraioli @gferraioli@sjncc.org or call the parish office. 

(Español) Primer Domingo del mes- 11:00 a.m.- Contacte la oficina  

parroquial para mas información. 

 



LITURGICAL LIFE 

  

 2019 

December 15 

 2020 

December 13 

 Increase (+) or 

Decrease (-) 

 Offertory / Misas 

$6,965.01 $3,502.00 -$3,463.01 

 Mailed / Correo 

$580.00  $1,995.00 +$1,415.00 

Maintenance /Mantenimiento 

$202.00 $270.00  +$68.00  

Online /Ofertorio en linea $1,105.00  $2,335.00 +$1,230.00  

 Total: $8,852.01 $8,102.00 

-$750.01 
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Sanctuary Candle is Lit in Memory of   

† Martha  Zaroff  &  † Kathryn Hammet 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 20 

7:30AM 

9:30AM 

11:30AM 

† Roberto Morrell 

Missa Pro Populo 

† Martha Pilapil 

MONDAY DECEMBER 21 

8:30AM † Homer Johnson 

TUESDAY DECEMBER  22 

8:30AM † John Randle 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 23 

8:30AM † Ricardo I. Quintero 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 24 

4:00PM 

6:00PM 

 

10:00PM 

Missa Pro Populo 

† Ramon Molina 

† Gregorio Sanchez 

†Sam Leone 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 25 

9:30AM 

11:30AM 

Missa Pro Populo 

† Roberto Morrell 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 26 

4:00PM † Kathryn Hammet 

† Martha Pilapil 

7:30AM 

9:30AM 

11:30AM 

25th Anniversary Blessings for Thai Vu & Thuy Nguyen 

† Isidro Garcia 

Missa Pro Populo 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 27 

MASS INTENTIONS 

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION REPORT 

HOPE Ministry / Ministerio HOPE 

Holiday Basket Fund /Fondos para los Dias Festivos:  

$1,130.50 

OCA 2020 GOAL  

Updated 12/4/20 

$78,230.62     

Pledged to date: $79,593.06 

Pledged OVER GOAL: $1,362.44 

Raised to date: $73,860.34 

% participation 29.0% 
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LETTER FROM FATHER 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Once again, the Christmas Season is upon us. We have decorated our homes, done our 

shopping, and hopefully we have made good use of the Advent Season and have prepared 

ourselves spiritually to celebrate the birth of that tiny baby born in Bethlehem over two 

thousand years ago, who would become the greatest man who ever walked on this earth, 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

It is hard to believe that an entire year has passed, and what a year it has been. As I reflect 

on the events of this past year, I am almost in disbelieve at all of the things that have                  

occurred. It has certainly been a year of unprecedented events which have affected                  

absolutely everyone. No one could have predicted 2020. 

 

The year began in the normal fashion, but we soon became aware that a deadly virus was 

rapidly spreading around the country and throughout the world. In order to help prevent 

the spread of this virus it became necessary for us to isolate ourselves from one another. 

Non-essential businesses were forced to close and we were required to wear masks and 

limit our social interaction. Schools were closed and some families even had to separate 

for health reasons. We were even forced to shut down our churches, a first-time                  

experience for all of us. Locked church doors however, did not prevent us from praying 

and practicing our Catholic faith. Through the magic of modern technology, we were able 

to participate in the Mass. Even though there was no congregation present, Mass was                 

celebrated every single day, and confessions were available by appointment for anyone 

wishing to celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 

In spite of the fact that the church buildings were closed to the public, we were able to 

move forward with some of our planned work projects. Since we had to close our                           

Pre-school, we used that time to update all of the classrooms and do some renovations to 

the building. We added stonework to both the Church and the Ministries building.                          

Exterior lighting was improved, a new walkway at the main entrance of the church was                 

installed and landscaping was added to create an attractive and welcoming atmosphere. A 

new sing was constructed along Carter Road, and all of the buildings on the campus were 

given a fresh coat of paint. The statue of our Blessed Mother has been relocated to the 

southwest area of the Church building and landscaped attractively as well, creating a                

serene setting for quiet reflection without as much traffic noise. 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Once again, the Christmas Season is upon us. We have decorated our homes, done our 

shopping, and hopefully we have made good use of the Advent Season and have prepared 

ourselves spiritually to celebrate the birth of that tiny baby born in Bethlehem over two 

thousand years ago, who would become the greatest man who ever walked on this earth, 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

It is hard to believe that an entire year has passed, and what a year it has been. As I reflect 

on the events of this past year, I am almost in disbelief at all of the things that have                  

occurred. It has certainly been a year of unprecedented events which have affected                  

absolutely everyone. No one could have predicted 2020. 

 

The year began in the normal fashion, but we soon became aware that a deadly virus was 

rapidly spreading around the country and throughout the world. In order to help prevent 

the spread of this virus it became necessary for us to isolate ourselves from one another. 

Non-essential businesses were forced to close and we were required to wear masks and 

limit our social interaction. Schools were closed and some families even had to separate 

for health reasons. We were even forced to shut down our churches, a first-time                  

experience for all of us. Locked church doors however, did not prevent us from praying 

and practicing our Catholic faith. Through the magic of modern technology, we were able 

to participate in the Mass. Even though there was no congregation present, Mass was                 

celebrated every single day, and confessions were available by appointment for anyone 

wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 

In spite of the fact that the church buildings were closed to the public, we were able to 

move forward with some of our planned work projects. Since we had to close our                           

Pre-school, we used that time to update all of the classrooms and do some renovations to 

the building. We added stonework to both the Church and the Ministry building.                          

Exterior lighting was improved, a new walkway at the main entrance of the Church was                 

installed and landscaping was added to create an attractive and welcoming atmosphere. A 

new sign was constructed along Carter Road, and all of the buildings on the campus were 

given a fresh coat of paint. The statue of our Blessed Mother has been relocated to the 

southwest area of the Church building and landscaped attractively as well, creating a                

serene setting for quiet reflection without as much traffic noise... 
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...When our Church re-opened and we could once again gather as a community for the                

celebration of Mass, we had to adjust some of our procedures and slightly alter our Mass 

schedule in order to allow for increased sanitization between Masses. Everyone seems to 

have adjusted to the changes and we are now using hand sanitizer and wearing masks as 

part of our daily routine. 

 

The elections in November seemed to cause great controversy and division throughout 

the nation. Whether the candidate you supported won or lost is not the issue. Regardless 

of our personal feelings we are all united as Christians and God is still the one who                      

controls our destiny. 

 

How are we going to celebrate Christmas in the midst of all the turmoil that is taking 

place in the world today? We are going to celebrate just as we always have in the past. 

Throughout the Season of Advent, we have been preparing ourselves to once again                    

welcome the Baby Jesus into the world. We will recall His humble beginnings and pay 

homage to the Newborn King. We will give thanks to God for the gift of his only begotten 

son. We will join our voices with the Choirs of Angels singing "Glory to God in the                   

Highest." We will pray for "Peace on Earth." Like the shepherds in the field on that first 

Christmas night, and the Kings who followed the star to Bethlehem, we will worship and 

adore the Christ-child. 

 

The world as we know it today is in a mess, but God has not changed. God still remains 

faithful. As we celebrate Christmas, let us each do our part to bring peace into the world, 

peace that only the Lord can bring. May this peace fill your hearts with joy this Christmas. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!!! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Fr. Jarek Sztybel 

LETTER FROM FATHER 
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NEUMANN EARLY LEARNING ACADEMY 
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ACADEMIA DE APRENDIZAJE TEMPRANO 
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LITURGY 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

In Blaise Pascal’s work, Pensees, he says: “What else does this craving, 

and this helplessness, proclaim but that there was once in man a true 

happiness, of which all that now remains is the empty print and trace? 

This he tries in vain to fill with everything around him, seeking in 

things that are not there the help he cannot find in those that are, 

though none can help, since this infinite abyss can be filled only with an 

infinite and immutable object; in other words by God himself.” 

 

We have a difficult time accepting that fulfillment and happiness are 

not achieved by our own merits but through a relationship with God. 

We are hardwired for this relationship and it is in our DNA. The simple 

fact is that we come from God and are designed to return to God. If 

our beginning and our end define who we are, why would we not want 

to seek the One who can truly satisfy? The world does not realize that 

it is waiting. It is waiting for the birth of God in time, within one’s soul 

and in eternity. We get so confused by seeking other momentary                

satisfactions that we misinterpret the hunger within. We crave God. 

 

The union of God and humanity, revealed in Jesus Christ, is precisely 

what sets us on a straight path, orders our relationships, establishes 

proper focus and goals and tells us whose kingdom we really are 

meant to serve. We are so lost. God is with us. The prophet Nathan 

told this to King David, the angel said this to Mary and the birth of 

Christ brings 

this Good News 

to us. We do not 

need to be               

busily looking 

for more things 

but must learn 

to find content-

ment and bless-

ing in the One 

Presence. This is 

the beautiful 

simple message 

of Advent! 

 

If you are feeling unsettled, anxious, angry, disgruntled, disconnected, 

unhappy, worried, fearful, off center, becoming overly self-indulgent, 

unable to spend time alone and without distraction, then there’s a 

good chance you are lost. Now is the time to allow God to find you! 

Ponder the holy simplicity of Mary’s call to be the Mother of God. 

“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me                          

according to your word.” When we are helpless and at home with our 

emptiness, God will fill us. Our Savior has come. 

SUNDAY READING   

QUESTIONS 

First Reading 

Today’s reading from Second 

Samuel narrates the context in 

which God establishes his               

covenantal promise to King David 

around the year 1000 B.C. In the 

birth of Jesus, God fulfills his             

covenant with David. What does 

this teach us about the idea of 

“salvation history?”  

Second Reading 

Paul concludes his letter to the 

Romans with a hymn of praise to 

God for the long-awaited                    

revelation that all are saved and 

justified through faith in Christ. In 

what ways are you praising God 

during this season of Advent?  

Gospel Reading 

Today’s Gospel reading records 

the angel Gabriel’s                                       

announcement to Mary of the       

upcoming birth of Christ. Mary’s 

acceptance of God’s will for her 

life (“May it be done to me                       

according to your word.”) models 

for all of us unconditional faith. 

How can we encourage others to 

embrace such faith?  
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LITURGIA 

MEDITACIÓN DEL EVANGELIO 

La Primera Lectura nos dice que David deseaba construir un templo 

de cedro a Dios, pero por medio del profeta Natán, Dios le dice que 

no quiere que se le construya un templo. Las intenciones de David 

eran buenas, pero, encerrar a Dios en un templo no era el plan de               

Dios para la humanidad. Su plan perfecto era la Encarnación del                

mismo Dios en María. Es decir, Dios afuera. Dios en todos, en cada ser 

humano. Nosotros somos el templo de Dios; Él desea morar en cada 

persona. ¡No en un templo, no en la parroquia! Dios está vivo, se 

mueve en cada ser humano. 

 

María, es el mejor templo escogido por Dios, humilde, sencillo y lleno 

de amor para el Hijo de Dios. Con su “Sí” ella se entrega toda a él. 

Ahora, nosotros al rezar el santo rosario afirmamos lo que María es 

para Dios y para nosotros. Ella es arca de la alianza, puerta del cielo y 

estrella de la mañana. En resumen: las lecturas de hoy, nos invitan a 

ver tres puntos claves donde Dios muestra su presencia. 1. Cuando 

Natán va a casa de David. 2. Cuando el arcángel Gabriel va a casa de 

María. 3. Y cuando San Pablo dice: “¡A Dios, el único sabio, por medio 

de Cristo Jesús, a él sea la Gloria por siempre ¡Amén”! (Romanos 

16:27). El punto 4, nos toca a cada uno de nosotros, ya sabemos que 

María es luz que irradia a Cristo en esta Navidad, es un misterio    

gozoso el ser Madre de Dios. Entonces, ¿Dónde llevare la luz de Dios 

que habita en mí? ¿Qué tipo de arreglos necesita el templo de mi             

persona para que Dios nazca en él? 

 

VIVIR LA LITURGIA 

¿El mundo se da cuenta de que está esperando? A medida que 

avanzamos en todo el ajetreo de nuestras vidas y entretenemos 

nuestras distracciones, hay muchos agujeros y brechas en nuestras 

vidas que deben llenarse. Siempre estamos queriendo más, pero no 

estamos realmente seguros de qué es ese "más". El cumplimiento, la 

felicidad, la alegría y las verdaderas satisfacciones son hechos                

fugaces y a menudo nos llegan de manera ilusoria. Lo que creemos 

que es la solución definitiva para nuestro vacío ansioso, en realidad, 

es solo una tendencia elegante que entretenemos. El mundo no se da 

cuenta hoy más de lo que lo hizo hace más de dos mil años de que 

está esperando un Salvador. Necesitamos un salvador. Necesitamos 

ver y abrazar al Dios que ha irrumpido en la historia y se convirtió en 

uno con nosotros. Es esta unión de Dios y el hombre lo que nos pone 

en un camino recto, ordena nuestras relaciones, establece un                     

enfoque y objetivos adecuados, y nos dice a qué reino realmente 

debemos servir. El mundo no sabe lo verdaderamente perdido que 

está. ¿Te das cuenta de lo perdido que estás y que el que más                    

necesitas está aquí entre nosotros y a tu alcance?  

PREGUNTAS DE LA  

SEMANA 

Primera Lectura 

La lectura de hoy del Segundo 

libro de Samuel narra el contexto 

en el que Dios establece su 

promesa de pacto al Rey David 

alrededor del año 1000 A.C. En el 

nacimiento de Jesús, Dios cumple 

su pacto con David. ¿Qué nos 

enseña esto sobre la idea de 

"historia de salvación"?  

Segunda Lectura 

Pablo concluye su carta a los               

romanos con un himno de                    

alabanza a Dios por la esperada 

revelación de que todos son               

salvos y justificados por la fe en 

Cristo. ¿De qué maneras alabas a 

Dios durante esta temporada de 

Adviento?  

Lectura del Evangelio 

La lectura del Evangelio de hoy 

narra el anuncio del ángel Gabriel 

a María sobre el próximo                   

nacimiento de Cristo. La                   

aceptación de María de la                

voluntad de Dios para su vida 

("Hágase en mí según tu palabra") 

es un modelo para todos nosotros 

de la fe incondicional. ¿Cómo               

podemos alentar a otros a               

abrazar tal fe?  



NEWS & EVENTS 
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La Natividad del Señor 

Noche Buena 

Jueves 24 de diciembre 

Inglés · 4p.m. & 10p.m.  

Español · 6p.m. 

 

Día de Navidad 

Viernes 25 de diciembre 

Inglés · 9:30a.m. & 11:30a.m.  

 

Solemnidad de María,  

Madre de Dios 

Misa de Vispera Año Nuevo 

Jueves 31 de diciembre  

Inglés · 8:30a.m. & 6p.m.  

 

Misa de Año Nuevo 

Viernes 1 de enero 

Español · 9:30a.m. 

Inglés · 11:30a.m.  

The Nativity of the Lord 

Christmas Eve 

Thursday, December 24 

English · 4p.m. & 10p.m.  

Spanish · 6p.m. 

 

Christmas Day 

Friday, December 25 

English · 9:30a.m. & 11:30a.m.  

 

The Solemnity of Mary,  

Mother of God 

New Years Eve 

Thursday, December 31 

English · 8:30a.m. & 6p.m.  

 

New Years Day 

Friday, January 1 

Spanish · 9:30a.m. 

English · 11:30a.m.  

HOPE Ministry Holiday 

Fundraiser 

HOPE Ministry is holding a  

second collection during all 

weekend Masses, which funds 

will be used to purchase gift 

cards for needy families in our 

community for the holidays. 

Monetary donations can be 

dropped off in the “Holiday  

Basket” located in the church  

sanctuary.  

Ministerio HOPE:  

Recaudación de Fondos  

para los Días Festivos  

El Ministerio HOPE está    

llevando a cabo una segunda 

colecta durante todas las misas 

de fin de semana, cuyos fondos 

se utilizarán para comprar             

tarjetas de regalo para familias  

necesitadas en nuestra  

comunidad para las fiestas. Las 

donaciones monetarias se 

pueden depositar en la 

"Canasta festiva" ubicada en el 

santuario de la iglesia. 

Look for the “Holiday 

Basket” on the  

sanctuary steps. 

Busque la "Canasta  

festiva" en los escalones 

del santuario. 

Dec. 2, 2015 – Msgr. Vidal Arboleda  Dec. 21, 1997 – Rev. William O’Farrell  

Dec. 4, 1996 – Rev. Con Shine  Dec. 22, 1981 – Rev. Vincent Smith  

Dec. 4, 2008 – Rev. Stephen Phillips  Dec. 22, 2010 – Rev. Gerard Granahan  

Dec. 13, 1971 – Msgr. William Mullally   

of our deceased diocesan priests and their anniversary dates 
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GREAT AUTO RATES!
HOME   BOAT

LIFE   MOTORCYCLE
HEALTH   COMMERCIAL

BOB ETTENSOHN
863-644-1188

BobEttensohn@Allstate.com

2518 S. Florida Ave.
Lakeland, FL 33803

(Directly across from Southgate Shopping Center)

Call Us: 863.500.4015

863.687.8000863.687.8000
 www.regallakeland.com

$10 OFF ANY 
oil change

If you bring this 
Bulletin in! 

 Reception and Catering facilities
 available on premises
 Pre-need planning available  
 328 South Ingraham Ave., Lakeland
 863-682-0111Funeral Chapel & Crematory

Family Owned & Operated

Happy Nails
2090 sHepHerd rd., Mulberry 33860

863-701-7117
acrylic Tips, MaNicure, pedicure, FooT Massage

SPANGLER
CREMATION SERVICE
AFFORDABLE COMPASSIONATE CARE

 863-644-0140
 SERVING ALL OF CENTRAL FLORIDA
 AVAILABLE 24 HOURS

JACK SPANGLER
LOCAL PARISHIONER

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Contact us for more information!
800-222-3448
www.ftri.org

Do YOU Have Trouble Hearing on your Cell Phone?
Get a FREE Bluetooth phone amplifier from FTRI!
Stay Connected to: Family • Doctors • Telehealth • Services • Community

Enjoy talking on 
the phone again!

Who Qualifies: • Florida Resident • Over the age of 3 • Has Hearing Loss
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Attorneys at Law
“Serving Lakeland since 1955”

Victor Troiano
Nicholas Troiano

Lauriane Ciccarelli
www.TroianoLaw.com

863-686-7136
317 S. Tennessee Avenue

PreK-Grade 8
VPK Provider

863-644-3931
Deborah Schwope, M.Ed. 

Principal
www.rcslakeland.org

U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon School

Parishioner

1830 N. Crystal Lake Dr. • Lakeland, FL 33801
phone 863.666.3575

fax 863.668.9529
cell 863.712.3106

e-mail RickR@hcinc.net

Rick Roach
Director of Business Development
Lic. No. CG C016989

FINE JEWELRY, INC.
COINS         ANTIQUES

3227 S. Florida Avenue
(863) 619-6269

www.munchels.com

BUY & SELL • GOLD & SILVER

Specializing In:
LARGE DIAMONDS
& BOLD 14K GOLD

4215 Old Highway 37
Lakeland, FL 33813

E-mail: david@davidramoscpa.net  
(863) 701-7885
(863) 709-8306

Fax (863) 701-7857Certified Public Accountant Abogada De La Fe
 Inmigración 

(863) 294-8114
www.abogadadelafe.com
800 South Florida Ave. • Lakeland, FL 33801

Est. 1926

A.M. Seigler Funeral Home
A Truly Personal Service

Polk County’s Oldest Family Owned & Operated
Funeral Home for 80 years

Conveniently located less than 5 miles from your parish
1300 E. Hwy 60

Mulberry, FL 33860
Phone (863) 425-1131

Mark Seigler Director/Owner and Staff
www.seiglerfuneralhome.net

THIS SPACE IS

Contact Mark Hiller to place an ad today! 
mhiller@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2692

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Compliments of
Jersphoto

 The Neck Loose
 theneckloose.com | 248-770-5374
 8 Piece Total Body Massage Kit
 Like Having a Personal masseuse with out begging for it!


