St. Mary, Star of the Sea, Church
4280 Gulf of Mexico Drive

Longboat Key, Florida
Reverend Robert Dziedziak, J.C. L., Pastor
Reverend Edward Pick, Pastor Emeritus

MAILING ADDRESS:

HOLY DAYS:

MARRIAGES:

4280 Gulf of Mexico Drive

Masses announced on previous Sunday

Longboat Key, FL 34228

COMMUNION CALLS AND VISITATION

Please call our office at (941) 383-1255 at least
four months in advance.

Office (941) 383-1255

OF THE SICK:

Fax

(941) 383-8758

Call the office at (941) 383-1255 any time.

WINTER MASS SCHEDULE
January 1 – April 30

CONFESSIONS:
After all daily masses or by appointment.

Saturday – 4:30 PM
Sunday – 8:00, 9:30 & 11:30 AM
SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE
May 1 – December 31

WEBSITE: www.stmarylbk.org
Email: parishoffice@stmarylbk.org

Sunday – 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

ST. MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, CHURCH
IN YOUR WILL

DAILY MASS
Monday-Friday 9:00 AM

By appointment. Please call our office at
(941) 383-1255.
PARISHIONER REGISTRATION:
Please fill out a registration form and use
donation envelopes. Year-end tax statements
will be sent to you.
TV MASS:

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR

Saturday – 5:00 PM

BAPTISM:

Sunday, 9:30 AM on
CW Network
Comcast
Frontier
EWTN Comcast
EWTN Verizon

Our church is air conditioned. You may want to bring a light jacket or sweater.
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St. Mary, Star of the Sea, Church

May 24, 2020

All Public Celebration of MASSES have begun.
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass continues to be
dispensed through Sunday, June 28th.
Covid-19 safety measures are still in effect. Please wear
your mask, gloves, and maintain social distancing, and if
you are sick, please stay home.
Sit every three pews, all paper resources (Missalettes) are
removed. No contact during the Sign of Peace.
Offertory baskets will be at each exit. Kindly drop
your donation in the basket before Mass.
Thank you for your understanding and generosity.
Sunday, May 24, 2020
8:30 a.m. +Debi Calhoun
requested by Tom & Mary Reedy
10:30 a.m. +For the People
Monday, May 25, 2020 (Memorial Day)
9:00 a.m. +In Honor of All Veterans Who Gave Their
Lives for Our Freedom
Reading I: Acts 19:1-8
Gospel:
John 16:29-33
Saint Bede the Venerable, Priest and Doctor of the Church
(Optional Memorial)
Tuesday, May 26, 2020
9:00 a.m.
+Saverio & Anna Giannelli
requested by Ingrid Wisniewski
Reading I: Acts 20:17-27
Gospel:
John 17:1-11a
Saint Philip Neri, Priest (Memorial)
Wednesday, May 27, 2020
9:00 a.m.
+Robert Long
requested by the Long Family
Reading I: Acts 20:28-38
Gospel:
John 17:11b-19
Saint Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop (Optional Memorial)
Thursday, May 28, 2020
9:00 a.m.
+Burt DiNunzio (Anniversary)
requested by Paula Sharp
Reading I: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11
Gospel:
John 17:20-26
Friday, May 29, 2020
9:00 a.m.
+Rita Mylor Vaughn
requested by Tom & Mollie Thibodeau
Reading I: Acts 25:13b-21
Gospel:
John 21:15-19
Saturday, May 30, 2020
5:00 p.m.
+Michael Pieloch (Anniversary)
requested by Connie & Family
+Harvey Stapleton (Anniversary)
requested by Joan Stapleton
Reading I: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11
Reading II: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13
Gospel:
John 20:19-23

What does faith and religion do for us? Ultimately, they
remind us of some truths we conveniently forget: we are
created by a loving God, we have imperfections, we sin,
we need to be forgiven, we have a mission and a
purpose, it’s not just about us, and we hunger for the joy
of salvation. These are human truths that are not
dependent upon whether we like them. Ignoring them
places us on the paths of comfort and satisfaction as we
blindly pursue the busyness and superficiality of our
empty lives. Instead of pursuing supernatural and lasting
pleasure, we choose things that are easier and quicker to
obtain: sex, drugs, travel, houses, cars, fame, popularity,
self-achievement and satisfaction, physical enjoyment,
and the like.
We may also find ourselves falling victim to more
negative responses to what life brings us: anger, envy,
lust, pride, gluttony, greed, and apathy. Human hearts
can become so hardened to the truth that violence
becomes the response of first choice. Being a Christian is
hard! Yet, as Pope Francis reminds us, the Church needs
to be a field hospital that has to be prepared to provide
people with the remedy they need. What we need is
Jesus Christ. The Church, with all of the glory of the
sacraments, exists to help make Christ present and real
for us. Once we find Christ, we find joy. Joy is a matter
of the heart that is beyond pleasure and happiness. It is
not found in some earthly satisfaction, only in Christ.
Once we accept that we are destined to be in Christ, then
we will discover eternal life. Namely, “that they should
know you, the only true God, and the one whom you
sent, Jesus Christ.” It is easy to conveniently forget truth
and pursue illusions immediately within our grasp, but at
what price? A man celebrating 60 years of marriage
remarked that it took so much effort and so many
attempts to convince his wife that they were meant to be
together. Even his friends told him he was foolish. He
easily could have given up and pursued other interests.
He chose to persevere and is so grateful that he made
that choice because he now has a pearl of great price. Do
we see a value in persevering in our faith regardless of
the cost? If we don’t take the risk, we could lose more
than we know..

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD - 7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

©LPi

Please pray for the sick,
especially Harold Engelke,
Margaret and Ray Ochoa and
Dr. Gabriel Ymalay and for all those who
have gone before us, especially
Christine Benson and Michael Gurchiek.
Please keep in your prayers all the
brave men and women
serving our country throughout the world,
and their families who await their safe return.
May they be blessed with well-being and safety from harm.

Your gift to the Catholic Faith
Appeal (CFA) is greatly
appreciated. Your generosity
extends well beyond our parish and
support organizations in our diocese
that reach out to the weakest and most vulnerable.
You may contribute online or by check made
payable to the CFA. In the memo line, please
indicate St. Mary, Star of the Sea, to ensure our
parish receives credit towards our assessment. Our
diocesan assessment is $157,000.00. To date, we
have received $254,455.18. Contributions
exceeding our assessment are returned to us and are
applied to the “lean months from May to
December.” To view the 2020 - CFA video at
www.stmarylbk.org and click on the link.
Thank you for your generosity.

The flowers on the altar are In Honor of All Veterans
who Gave their Lives for our Freedom

Sunday Offertory
contributions are now accepted
online!
The Royal Rummage Team is taking a well-deserved
vacation. We request you either hold your treasures
until we are back in business, or, if that is not
possible, kindly give them to our friends at the Lord’s
Warehouse at the
Longboat Island Chapel.

As you start packing to go north or shop those Publix
BOGO items, please remember your unopened,
non-perishable canned or boxed items would be most
helpful to the charity work at Stillpoint House of Prayer in
Bradenton. There is a specific need for rice, dried pinto
beans and cooking oil - main staples of the people to
whom they minister.
Please bring your food donations to the
office located behind the Church.
Donations are brought to Stillpoint House
weekly, and the families lined up to receive
assistance are grateful.

If you would like to give online, please go to our secure
website, www.stmarylbk.org. Look for the button that says
DONATE ONLINE as a tab on top or scr oll down until
you see the image. Click on the “make a donation” button,
follow the prompts and input your information. There are
three options for you to consider when making a
donation:
*You may have your bank send a monthly offering. If you
are an envelope user, please include your envelope number.
*Set-up an online recurring donation referencing your
envelope number.
*Mail or drop off your contributions at the office.
Be sure you reference your envelope number on all your
donations in order to get credit.
This is needed for your year-end tax donation letters.

GOD MOUNTS HIS THRONE TO SHOUTS OF JOY:
A BLARE OF TRUMPETS FOR THE LORD.
THE CALL TO CHRISTIANS
SHARING CHRIST’S SUFFERING
Sunday, May 24, 2020
Reading I: Acts 1:12-14
(Return to Jerusalem after the Ascension)
Reading II: 1 Peter 4:13-16
(Blessings of Persecution)
Gospel:
John 17:1-11
(Completion of Jesus’ Work)
Key Passage:
If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed,
because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting
on you. (1 Peter 4:14)
Ask Yourself:
If you were to be criticized or insulted because of your Catholic
faith, how would you respond?
Readings for Sunday, May 31, 2020
Reading I: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11
Reading II: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13
Gospel:
John 20:19-23

On Memorial Day Weekend
On this special weekend, we gratefully remember all
those who have served, all who have suffered
wounds in their service and all who have perished in
the defense of our country and for the liberties which
she guarantees. Sadly, in today’s society, many fail
to appreciate or even recognize these sacrifices or the
liberties which distinguish us as a nation.
In the late eighteenth century, our nation’s founders
embraced freedom of religion as an essential element
of a free society. When the Bill of Rights was
ratified, religious freedom had the distinction of
being the first clause in the First Amendment.

St. Mary, Star of the Sea Donations
**Offertory envelopes may be mailed to the office
while Masses are suspended.**
Weekends of May 10 and May 17

$ 8,147.00

Additional Easter

$ 560.00

Additional Holy Land

$

55.00

Additional Holy Thursday

$

50.00

Additional Catholic Relief Services

$

65 .00

Additional Catholic Communication Campaign

$

25.00

Additional Home Missions

$

90.00

Additional Operation Rice Bowl

$ 123.54

This is our American heritage, our most cherished
freedom. If we are not free in our conscience and our
practice of religion, all our other freedoms are
most fragile. If our duties and obligations to God
are impeded, or even worse defined or contradicted
by any government entity, then we can no longer
claim to be a land of the free. Religious liberty
requires constant vigilance and protection or it will
disappear. On this Memorial Day weekend, it is our
duty to recommit ourselves to defend our first stated
liberty---religious freedom. We wish you a peaceful
and healthy Memorial Day weekend.

The office will be closed Monday,
May 25th in observance of
Memorial Day.

Our address is: St. Mary, Star of the Sea, Church
4280 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key, FL 34228
Remember to try /use our online donation option at
www.stmarylbk.org. Call the office for more details.

We will reopen
Tuesday, May 26th
at 9:00 a.m.

Thank you for your generosity!

GO AND TEACH ALL NATIONS, SAYS THE LORD;
I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, UNTIL THE END OF THE WORLD.

Today we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord.

Blessings on our Pastor
Emeritus, Fr. Edward Pick, as he
celebrates the 60th Anniversary
of his Ordination to the
Priesthood on May 28.

The 40th day after
Easter Sunday, that
commemorates
Jesus Christ's ascension
into heaven.

We will always be grateful to Fr. Pick for the
beautiful Church he built for us, and for his service
to its parishioners for the past 47 years. A Parish
celebration will take place sometime in the near
future. For now, you may send your congratulations
and best wishes to the office and we will see that he
receives them on the 28th.

Please join us for
Eucharistic Adoration
every Wednesday
after the 9:00 a.m. Mass
until noon.

Congratulations on your
Anniversary
Fr. Edward Pick!

A Note from Fr. Eric Scanlan
Dear Fr. Robert and Parishioners of St. Mary’s,
I hope this note finds you well. I want to thank you for your incredibly generous gift in support of
Incarnation Catholic School. It is much appreciated, especially in such a challenging time financially.
Please know it will be put to good use in furthering the education and faith of our students. Thank you!
May God bless you and protect you always.
Peace and Good,
Fr. Eric

Welcome Alejandro!
My name is Alejandro Roldan; I was born in Colombia. My family consists of my
parents, two older sisters and two dogs. Growing up, I went to Catholic school and University
where I received a Catholic education. When I was 7 years old, I became an altar server in my
home parish in Colombia.
When I was 17 years old, I began my process of formation for the Priesthood in the
religious community. I finished my studies in Philosophy and Theology in Colombia. After a
long time of discernment, I decided to begin a new path in my life. I decided to leave the religious community but
my vocation was still intact.
Thanks to the help of the Holy Spirit, I spoke to a friend who is a priest from Colombia and he told me
about the Diocese of Venice in Florida. I contacted the office of vocations and thank God the doors of the Diocese
were opened to me and I came to the USA for the first time.
Now I am 25 years old, and I am studying English as a second language at St. John Vianney College
Seminary in Miami. I am happy with this summer assignment in this beautiful community of faith at Saint Mary,
Star of the Sea. Not only for its wonderful location but its kind parishioners.
During the summer, I will be taking English classes and sharing the faith through participation in the Holy
Mass. My great joy is to be able to serve our Mother the Holy Catholic Church. Thanks to all of you for your
generous welcome I am very happy to share this with you. May St. Mary, Star of the Sea intercede for us in these
difficult times because of the world pandemic. I pray for you and your families to stay safe. Please keep me in your
prayers as I continue to learn.

Heavenly Father,
We pray that You hold our troops in Your loving hands,
Protect them as they protect us
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in our time of need.
These things we humbly ask
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

I watched the flag pass by one day, it fluttered in the breeze.
A young Marine saluted it, and then he stood at ease.
I looked at him in uniform, so young, so tall, so proud,
With hair cut square and eyes alert, he’d stand out in any crowd.

I thought how many men like him had fallen
through the years.
How many died on foreign soil, how many mothers’ tears?
How many pilots’ planes shot down? How many died at sea?
How many foxholes were soldiers’ graves? No, freedom isn’t free.
I heard the sound of taps one night, when everything was still,
I listened to the bugler play and felt a sudden chill.
I wondered just how many times that taps had meant ‘Amen,’
When a flag had draped a coffin of a brother or a friend.
I thought of all the children, of the mothers and the wives,
Of fathers, sons and husbands, with interrupted lives.
I thought about a graveyard, at the bottom of the sea,
Of unmarked graves in Arlington.
No, freedom isn’t free.
~ Kelly Strong (1981)
God Shed His Grace On Thee

Selling Local Luxury with

1
Global Connections

#1 TEAM

Judy Kepecz-Hays Steven Kepecz
941.587.1700
941.376.6411

Charles Buky
941.228.6086

Gabe Buky
941.228.6086

Career Sales of
Over $2.2 Billion

Coldwell Banker Global Luxury | 201 Gulf of Mexico Drive, St. 1 | Longboat Key, FL 34228

ACUPUNCTURE
Rene Ng DOM, L.Ac, AP

“CREMATIONS MADE
SIMPLE & AFFORDABLE”

748-7756

Board Certified Acupuncture Physician

501 17th Ave. West • Bradenton, FL

941-773-5156

Funeral Homes & Crematory

758-7788

ST. ARMAND’S OPTICAL

2650 Bahia Vista St., Ste. 301
Sarasota, FL 34239
www.ChineseMedicalSolutions.com

604 43 St. West • 5624 26 St. West
Bradenton
Catholic Funeral Directors
rd

Above the Columbia
Stephen Mason, Optician

th

Parishioner / Director of Music

BRING THIS IN FOR $50 OFF
A COMPLETE PAIR!
941-388-3937

St. Armands only full service optical!
EYE EXAMS
OUTSIDE PRESCRIPTIONS WELCOME

Show us your bulletin &
Receive 10% OFF Lunch

778-5622

941-383-0440

Showroom • Service Repair
Remodeling • Pool Service • AC Services
www.LaPenseePlumbing.com
CFC1426956 • CPC1458908 • CAC1818472

(941) 778-9622

Fax (941) 778-4950
5347 Gulf Drive, #4
ww.westcoastac.com
Holmes Beach, FL 34217-1748
CAC044365

Toale

BROTHERS

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY

Lunch Hours:
Mon-Sat 11:30am-3:00pm

401 Manatee Ave • Holmes Bch

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

Robyne Richardson
• Personal Training
• Senior Fitness Specialist
• Balance/Fall Prevention
10% off Training with bulletin
941-807-7674 |BeachFit.net

Lisa O’Hara, Realtor
Fellow Parishioner
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate
941-302-1688

Your Local Real Estate Connection

Get a positive, helpful partner for buying or selling a home
Affiliated with LBK Club and PGA of America
Expert in Luxury on Longboat Key

ANGELL’S TOTAL
MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC

Family owned & operated

941.955.4171

Complete Property Management
House Cleaning • Window Washing
Full Service Landscaping
Flowers Galore, Mulch, Sod, Shell & More

www.toalebrothers.com

THIS JOINT IS
JUMPIN’

Fresh Seafood, Italian Specialties,
Housemade Pasta, Craft Cocktails
& a Swell Time.

OPEN DAILY

11:00am - 9:00pm

941.383.0102

ST. ARMANDS
Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 11am-10pm | Fri & Sat 11am-11pm | Sun 12pm-10pm

AngellsOnLongboat.com
Fire Sprinkler & Backflow
Preventers • Installation
Inspection • Certification • Repair

753-6436

941-232-7633 • speaksclambar.com
29 N Boulevard of Presidents • Sarasota, FL 34236

Call us anytime - 941.387.0406

412 Gulf of Mexico Drive • Longboat Key

Local Parishioner

71677600011989 • CFC057644

941.388.0440

$25 OFF
First Visit

		

		

		

Gulf Waters Massage
Donna Papaleo, LMT

MA32197
MM28281

www.gulfwatersmassage.com

University Health Park
2415 University Parkway
Bldg 3, Suite 216
Sarasota, FL 34243
SarasotaDiscCenter.com

941-779-0487

5333 Gulf Beach Dr. • Holmes Beach

5620 Gulf of Mexico Dr., Suite 1, Longboat Key

941-387-3388

Anna Maria’s Only full
Service Station

Wyman
Plumbing

Repairs
Remodeling
Drain Cleaning
Video Inspection

941-755-1595 or 941-778-2322

#CFCA57644

Local Parishioner

Rick Stauffer

Private Client Services, LLC

DR.CIFRA IS AMONG THE BEST
Medical breakthrough technology for
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS bulging, herniated, and degenerative discs.
No Pain, No Drugs, No Surgery!
IN AMERICA
Dr. David Cifra, DC
Board Certified in the Specialty of Non-Surgical Spinal Decompression.

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE consultation!

(615) 208-3131 | www.pcsvc.com | rstauffer@pcsvc.com
Wealth & Retirement Income Planning & Protection
“Trust Is Earned”
Securities offered through ProEquities, Inc.
A registered Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA & SIPC
Parishioner
Private Client Services, LLC is independent of ProEquities, Inc.

Robert Toale & Sons Funeral Home
At Palms Memorial Park

At Wiegand Chapel

941.371.4962

170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com
Frank Burns, Family Service Counselor

4-B-5-4

941.921.5755

Veteran Preplanning Discount Available

Serving Your Funeral Home & Cemetery Needs
Throughout Sarasota & Manatee Counties

7454 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34231

www.wiegandbrothers.com

If the final resting place for your loved one is in another state, we can accommodate this need.

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Robert Toale Family

16-0021

