
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary, Star of the Sea, Church 
4280 Gulf of Mexico Drive 

Longboat Key, Florida 
 

Reverend Robert Dziedziak, J.C. L., Pastor 
Reverend Edward Pick, Pastor Emeritus 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

4280 Gulf of Mexico Drive 

Longboat Key, FL 34228 

Office (941) 383-1255 

Fax     (941) 383-8758 

 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE 

May 1 – December 31 

Saturday – 5:00 PM 

Sunday – 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM 

WINTER MASS SCHEDULE 

January 1 – April 30 

Saturday – 4:30 PM 

Sunday – 8:00, 9:30 & 11:30 AM 

DAILY MASS 

Monday-Friday 9:00 AM   

HOLY DAYS: 

Masses announced on previous Sunday 

COMMUNION CALLS AND  VISITATION  

OF THE SICK: 

Call the office at (941) 383-1255 any time.  

CONFESSIONS: 

After all daily masses or by appointment.  

WEBSITE:   www.stmarylbk.org 

EMAIL:  parishoffice@stmarylbk.org 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR  

ST. MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, CHURCH  

IN YOUR WILL 

MARRIAGES: 

Please call our office at (941) 383-1255 at least 
four months in advance. 
 
BAPTISM: 

By appointment. Please call our office at  
(941) 383-1255. 
 
PARISHIONER REGISTRATION: 

Please fill out a registration form and use  

donation envelopes.  Year-end tax statements 

will  be sent to you. 

TV MASS: 

Sunday, 9:30 AM on 
CW Network    44 
Comcast        9 
Frontier         4 
EWTN Comcast      243 
EWTN Verizon       285   

Our church is air conditioned. You may want to bring a light jacket or sweater.   



Sunday, September 20, 2020  
 8:30 a.m.       +Richard Jahnke 
(Fr. Robert)  requested by Mary Lynn Jahnke 
 
10:30 a.m.     +For the People   
(Fr. Robert) 
  
Monday, September 21, 2020 (Fr. Robert) 
9:00 a.m. +Maureen Hollingsworth 
  requested by John Daly 
Reading I: Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13 
Gospel: Matthew 9:9-13 
Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist (Feast) 
 
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 (Fr. Pick) 
9:00 a.m. +Joseph & Mary Finegan 
Reading I: Proverbs 21:1-6, 10-13 
Gospel: Luke 8:19-21 
 
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 (Fr. Robert) 
9:00 a.m. +Walter Mazzanti 
  req. by Clancy & Deirdre Schueppert 

9:30–Noon  Eucharistic Adoration 
Reading I:  Proverbs 30:5-9 
Gospel:  Luke 9:1-6 
Saint Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio), Priest (Memorial) 
    
Thursday, September 24, 2020 (Fr. Robert) 
9:00 a.m.     +Andrew Martinez (Anniversary) 
  requested by Dee Tornillo 
Reading I: Ecclesiastes 1:2-11 
Gospel: Luke 9:7-9 
 
Friday, September 25, 2020 (Fr. Pick) 
9:00 a.m.      +Thomas Karel (Anniversary) 
  requested by the Reedy Family  
Reading I: Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 
Gospel: Luke 9:18-22 
 
Saturday, September 26, 2020 (Fr. Robert) 
5:00 p.m.      +Corinne Barlow 
       requested by the Modugno Family 
Reading  I:     Ezekiel 18:25-28 
Reading II:    Philippians 2:1-11 or 2:1-5 
Gospel:   Matthew 21:28-32 
 
Sunday, September 27, 2020  
 8:30 a.m.       +Manuel Santos 
(Fr.  Pick)  requested by Melinda Alvarez 
10:30 a.m.      For the People   
(Fr. Robert) 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary, Star of the Sea, Church                        September 20, 2020 

THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
 

GOSPEL  
MEDITATION  

 
 

 
If I work for five hours, I expect to get paid for five hours. 
If I work for two, I expect to get paid for two. What if we 
worked for a company that paid everyone the same amount 
regardless of how long they worked? How would we feel 
going home with the same pay for working eight hours as 
my co-worker did for working only two hours? Secular 
wisdom would have a huge problem with this and a visit to 
the Labor Board would quickly pursue. But this is God’s 
wisdom and God’s ways. 

We sometimes think that if we pray more, better, or more 
fervently and go over and above with the practice of our 
faith, God will somehow reward us and present us with 
some kind of merit badge. We are so wrong. Spiritual  
practices have only one true purpose: to deepen our love for 
God. In deepening our love for God, we also increase our 
ability to see God’s presence around us, living life more 
purposefully and contemplatively. What if God chooses to 
treat someone who has come on the scene of faith later in 
life the same as someone who has devoted their whole lives 
to it? Does it really matter? If we have the merit badge  
notion of faith, we can find ourselves feeling a little  
arrogant and even jealous of folks who have not  
followed the same path that we have. We can even see  
ourselves as the privileged few who have a corner on the 
faith and fully possess it. 

That thinking doesn’t square with God. God is all about 
mercy in abundance and is ready to take anyone to himself 
regardless of when they come. He is only happy that they 
have come home and delights in their return. After all, if 
you really and truly love someone, does it matter what they 
will give you in return or what you receive as a benefit? If 
relationships were assessed based upon productivity, they 
would lack authentic love. We invest too much self interest 
in our prayer and neglect to see it as an opportunity to  
pursue our Lover and deepen the intimate bond we have 
with God. 

When we breathe our last, all that is of consequence is  
union with God. If my love for God is real, I am going to 
want to live the Gospel, abide by the commandments,  
practice my faith, forgive and love my neighbor, and care 
for the environment, regardless of how much time it takes 
or benefits me. We want God to think and behave as we do, 
and in doing so, we set ourselves up for disappointment. 
God has a totally different agenda and that’s okay. 

      ©LPi 



                  THE GOSPEL OF FORGIVENESS 
                            GOD’S GENEROSITY 
                                      
Sunday, September 20, 2020  
Reading I:     Isaiah 55:6-9    (Seeking the Lord) 
Reading II:    Philippians 1:20-24, 27   (Spreading the Gospel) 
Gospel:           Matthew 20: 1-16  
           (The Laborers in the Vineyard) 
 
Key Passage:  
[The landowner] said “Take what belongs to you and go; I 
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.  Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?”  (Matthew 20;14-15) 
 
Ask Yourself: 
Which has deepened your faith more - being treated justly or 
being treated with love and care?  Who needs you to treat them 
with care this week? 
 
Readings for Sunday, September 27, 2020  
Reading  I:     Ezekiel 18:25-28 
Reading II:    Philippians 2:1-11 or 2:1-5 
Gospel:   Matthew 21:28-32 

OPEN OUR HEARTS, O LORD, 

TO LISTEN TO THE WORDS OF YOUR SON. 

St. Mary, Star of the Sea Donations 
 

Weekend of September 12 and 13                   $  4,663.00 

Online Giving 9/07 – 9/13    $  1,210.00 

Additional Catholic University   $      35.00 

                  

                  Remember to try our online donation  

                    option at www.stmarylbk.org.   

                   Call the office for more details. 

 

     Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Please pray for the sick, and for all those who have gone before us,  
especially Irene Flaherty Murphy. 

Please keep in your prayers all the brave men and women serving our country  
throughout the world, and their families who await their safe return.   

May they be blessed with well-being and safety from harm. 

 
 

THE LORD IS NEAR TO ALL WHO CALL UPON HIM. 

Spiritual Adoption Program 

MONTH 6  – Developing Baby  
 
“I’m sitting up straight now!” 
  

Your spiritually adopted baby is 
developing quite beautifully now.  Her weight is  
approaching 2 pounds.  She sits up straight now to 
accommodate her internal organs which have moved 
into their final place in her little body.  Babies born 
prematurely at this time have a very good chance of 
surviving.  The medical advances in caring for 
extremely small newborn infants are extraordinary 
indeed.  Don’t forget to pray for your baby.  Abortion 
is legal through all nine months and her mom might 
still feel pressure to abort. 

 

Isaiah 44:24 - "Thus says the Lord, your redeemer, 
who formed you from the womb:  I am the Lord, who 
made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, 
I spread out the earth by myself." 

 

    Please remember this prayer for your spiritually              

 adopted baby: 

 

 “Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I love you very much. 

I beg you to spare the life of the unborn baby 

that I have spiritually adopted 

who is in danger of abortion.” 

~ Venerable Fulton  

 
To date we have received $312,597.85 or 33.73% .  Would it not be an amazing tribute to our Lord  
if we would reach 100% ?  Your gift to the Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) extends your generosity 
beyond our parish to reach those in our Catholic family.  All monies over our assessment will come  
back to St. Mary’s to help us reach out to others, and help with the lean months from May to  
December.  

                       







Altar flowers are a special way to remember 

 anniversaries, birthdays, memorials, etc.   

If you wish to place an order for a lovely  

 floral arrangement, please call the office 

 during business hours at (941) 383-1255  

  or e-mail parishoffice@stmarylbk.org 

 LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

Think for a moment about the most special person in your life. Why do you love them? 
Many people will answer that question noting character traits they admire about the 
person, pointing to an indescribable compatibility that exists and describing a deep 
sense of connection and intimacy or even a sense of rightness about the relationship. In 
relationships that are authentic and true, rarely are the personal benefits gained from the 
relationship noted as motivating factors for its pursuit. If we truly love someone we do 
so simply because it is right and good to do so and not for some other self-serving  
reason. Why do you love God? The sense of happiness and the gift of mercy that come 

from that relationship are God’s to give, regardless of when in life we come to Him. God’s ways are different 
than ours.            
             ©LPi 

LOW-GLUTEN HOSTS AVAILABLE 

If you have a medical need to avoid 

gluten, please see the sacristan at least 

ten minutes before Mass begins to 

 request a low-gluten host.  

                          WHY DO WE DO THAT?   CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED. 

                                                              Good and Evil 

Question: 
If God is good, why is there evil in the world? 

Answer:   
The problem of evil is perplexing. If God is all-powerful and all-good, why 
doesn’t He stop bad things from happening? He must either not be all-powerful, or 
perhaps He’s not very good after all. Human beings have faced the possibility of 
evil since the very beginning of our existence. In granting us free will, God gives 
us the ability to make free choices. God does not force us into moral perfection. We are not forced to love Him or 
to love our neighbor. We must make the decision ourselves. This means, of course, that we have the ability to 
choose against love. 

One small decision of selfishness, jealously, or pride may not seem so bad. But every decision - good or bad - is 
like a stone dropped into a still pond. The ripples extend much farther than the original stone. When  
decisions against love begin to compound, they affect families, neighborhoods, and nations. This is all the  
more reason for Christians to be faithful to our baptismal call to love one another as Christ has loved us! 
             ©LPi 

This weekend, September 19-20, 2020 there 

will be the annual Pontifical Good Friday  

collection.  This collection helps sustain 

Christianity in the Holy Land.  Please  

support the Pontifical Good Friday Collection.  

You will help the church in the Holy Land minister in parishes, 

provide Catholic schools and offer religious education.   

When you contribute to this collection, you become an  

instrument of peace and join with Catholics around the world in 

solidarity with the Church in the Holy Land. 

For more information about Christians in the Holy Land, visit 

www.myfranciscan.org/good-Friday. 



  The Royal Rummage Team  

     is taking a well-deserved 

vacation until January 2021.   

 

We request you either hold your treasures until 

we are back in business, or, if that is not possible, 

kindly give them to the Longboat Island Chapel, 

St. Vincent de Paul, Good Will or other  

well-known charity.   

Your unopened, non-perishable canned or boxed items for Stillpoint House of Prayer in  

Bradenton.  There is a specific need for rice and dried pinto beans (main staples of the people to 

whom they minister), canned meats and cooking oil.  Remember the Publix BOGO’s.  Please place 

your food donations in the baskets at the Church entrances.  Donations are brought weekly, and the 

families who are lined up to receive assistance are extremely grateful.   Thank you for your support! 

The Venice Diocesan Council of Catholic Women  
invites you to join in celebrating Priesthood Sunday,  
September 27, in a special and lasting way by  
supporting the VDCCW Seminarian Fund. Do this by 
sending the priests of your Parish a Vocation Fund  
"IN HONOR OF" card.  
 
Please remember that this is a gift that keeps on giving! 
The Diocese of Venice is educating 16 men in various 
seminaries. A donation of any amount will be a great 
help. The donation amount will not be revealed to the 
recipient. To take part, please send your  
donation, payable to "VDCCW Vocation Fund" to: 

Dorothy Williams 
4325 Gulf of Mexico Drive, #306,  

Longboat Key, FL 34228 
 

Please email dotrick@comcast.net with  
any questions.  

 

As we prepare for our annual  

Christmas Bazaar,  

you are cordially invited to join us 

in the Father Edward Pick Parish 

Hall for fellowship and creative fun 

every Thursday after the  

                              9:00 a.m. Mass.   
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(941) 778-9622
Fax (941) 778-4950

5347 Gulf Drive, #4 ww.westcoastac.com
Holmes Beach, FL 34217-1748 CAC044365 

Funeral Homes & Crematory
758-7788

604 43rd St. West • 5624 26th St. West
Bradenton

Catholic Funeral Directors 

“CREMATIONS MADE
 SIMPLE & AFFORDABLE”

748-7756
501 17th Ave. West • Bradenton, FL

Show us your bulletin & 
Receive 10% OFF Lunch

Lunch hours: 
Mon-Sat 11:30am-3:00pm

941-383-0440778-5622
Showroom • Service Repair  

Remodeling • Pool Service • AC Services
www.LaPenseePlumbing.com 
401 Manatee Ave • Holmes BchCFC1426956 • CPC1458908 • CAC1818472

Toale
BRoTHeRS
FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY

Family owned & operated

941.955.4171
www.toalebrothers.com

71677600011989 • CFC057644

Fire Sprinkler & Backflow 
Preventers • Installation

 Inspection • Certification • Repair 
753-6436

 Local Parishioner

  Anna Maria’s Only full 
  Service Station
  941-779-0487

5333 Gulf Beach Dr. • Holmes Beach
Repairs 

 Remodeling
Drain Cleaning

 Video Inspection

Wyman 
Plumbing

941-755-1595 or 941-778-2322
                                                   Local Parishioner#CFCA57644

Gulf Waters Massage
Donna Papaleo, LMT

5620 Gulf of Mexico Dr., Suite 1, Longboat Key

941-387-3388
www.gulfwatersmassage.com

MA32197
MM28281

If the final resting place for your loved one is in another state, we can accommodate this need. Frank Burns, Family Service Counselor

Robert Toale & Sons Funeral Home
At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

At Wiegand Chapel
941.921.5755

7454 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34231

www.wiegandbrothers.com

Veteran Preplanning Discount Available
Serving Your Funeral Home & Cemetery Needs

Throughout Sarasota & Manatee Counties Robert Toale Family

ST. ARMANDS
Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 11am-10pm | Fri & Sat 11am-11pm | Sun 12pm-10pm

941-232-7633 • speaksclambar.com
29 N Boulevard of Presidents • Sarasota, FL 34236

THIS JOINT IS 
JUMPIN’

Fresh Seafood, Italian Specialties, 
Housemade Pasta, Craft Cocktails

& a Swell Time.

ANGELL’S TOTAL 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC

Complete Property Management
House Cleaning • Window Washing

Full Service Landscaping
Flowers Galore, Mulch, Sod, Shell & More
Call us anytime - 941.387.0406

AngellsOnLongboat.com

ST. ARMAND’S OPTICALST. ARMAND’S OPTICAL
Above the ColumbiaAbove the Columbia

Stephen Mason, OpticianStephen Mason, Optician

941-388-3937941-388-3937
St. Armands only full service optical!St. Armands only full service optical!

EYE EXAMSEYE EXAMS
OUTSIDE PRESCRIPTIONS WELCOMEOUTSIDE PRESCRIPTIONS WELCOME

BRING THIS IN FOR $50 OFFBRING THIS IN FOR $50 OFF
A COMPLETE PAIR!A COMPLETE PAIR!

941.388.0440

$25 OFF
First Visit

1Judy Kepecz-Hays
941.587.1700

#1 TEAM
Career Sales of

Over $2.2 Billion

Selling Local Luxury with Global Connections

Coldwell Banker Global Luxury | 201 Gulf of Mexico Drive, St. 1 | Longboat Key, FL 34228

Steven Kepecz
941.376.6411

Charles Buky
941.228.6086

Gabe Buky
941.228.6086

 Wealth & Retirement Income Planning & Protection
 “Trust Is Earned”
 Parishioner

	 Rick	Stauffer
 Private Client Services, LLC
	 (615)	208-3131	|	www.pcsvc.com	|	rstauffer@pcsvc.com

Securities offered through ProEquities, Inc.
A registered Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA & SIPC

Private Client Services, LLC is independent of ProEquities, Inc.

 University Health Park
 2415 University Parkway
 Bldg 3, Suite 216
 Sarasota, FL 34243
 SarasotaDiscCenter.com

Board Certified in the Specialty of Non-Surgical Spinal Decompression.

DR.CIFRA IS AMONG THE BEST
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS

IN AMERICA

Medical	breakthrough	technology	for
bulging,	herniated,	and	degenerative	discs.

No Pain, No Drugs, No Surgery!

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE consultation!

Dr. David Cifra, DC

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

6838 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key, FL 34228

941-383-8881, 877-383-8881
masgardenboutique@gmail.com

If you love orchids,
you’ll love this shop!

Contact Greg Maurer to place an ad today! 
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or (941) 243-3206


