
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary, Star of the Sea, Church 
4280 Gulf of Mexico Drive 

Longboat Key, Florida 
 

Reverend Robert Dziedziak, J.C. L., Pastor 
Reverend Edward Pick, Pastor Emeritus 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

4280 Gulf of Mexico Drive 

Longboat Key, FL 34228 

Office (941) 383-1255 

Fax     (941) 383-8758 

 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE 

May 1 – December 31 

Saturday – 5:00 PM 

Sunday – 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM 

WINTER MASS SCHEDULE 

January 1 – April 30 

Saturday – 4:30 PM 

Sunday – 8:00, 9:30 & 11:30 AM 

DAILY MASS 

Monday-Friday 9:00 AM   

HOLY DAYS: 

Masses announced on previous Sunday 

COMMUNION CALLS AND  VISITATION  

OF THE SICK: 

Call the office at (941) 383-1255 any time.  

CONFESSIONS: 

After all daily masses or by appointment.  

WEBSITE:   www.stmarylbk.org 

EMAIL:  parishoffice@stmarylbk.org 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR  

ST. MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, CHURCH  

IN YOUR WILL 

MARRIAGES: 

Please call our office at (941) 383-1255 at least 
four months in advance. 
 
BAPTISM: 

By appointment. Please call our office at  
(941) 383-1255. 
 
PARISHIONER REGISTRATION: 

Please fill out a registration form and use  

donation envelopes.  Year-end tax statements 

will  be sent to you. 

TV MASS: 

Sunday, 9:30 AM on 
CW Network    44 
Comcast        9 
Frontier         4 
EWTN Comcast      243 
EWTN Verizon       285   

Our church is air conditioned. You may want to bring a light jacket or sweater.   



Sunday, September 27, 2020  
 8:30 a.m.       +Manuel Santos 
(Fr. Pick)  requested by Melinda Alvarez  
 
10:30 a.m.     +For the People   
(Fr. Robert) 
 Monday, September 28, 2020 (Fr. Michael) 
9:00 a.m. +Andrew DeAngelo (Anniversary) 
  requested by Sal & Jackie DeAngelo 
Reading I: Job 1:6-22 
Gospel: Luke 9:46-50 
Saint Wenceslaus, Martyr  (Optional Memorial) 
Tuesday, September 29, 2020 (Fr. Pick) 
9:00 a.m. +Stanley Turley 
  requested by Max & Ellen Kummer 
Reading I: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 (or Revelation 12:7-12ab) 
Gospel: John 1:47-51 
Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, Archangels (Feast)  
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 (Fr. Robert) 
9:00 a.m. +Edward Joseph Carey (Anniversary) 
  and all the deceased members of the  
  Carey Family requested by 
  Mary Elizabeth Carey 

9:30–Noon  Eucharistic Adoration 
Reading I:  Job 9:1-12, 14-16 
Gospel:  Luke 9:57-62 
Saint Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church (Memorial)   
Thursday, October 1, 2020 (Fr. Robert) 
9:00 a.m.     +Bill Callahan  
  requested by Todd & Kathy Callahan 
Reading I: Job 19:21-27 
Gospel: Luke 10:1-12 
St. Therese of the Church Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the 
Church (Memorial) 
First Friday, October 2, 2020 (Fr. Robert) 
9:00 a.m.       Intentions of the Women’s Guild 
Reading I: Job 38:1, 12-21, 40:3-5 
Gospel: Matthew 18:1-5, 10 
The Holy Guardian Angels (Memorial) 
First Saturday, October 3, 2020 (Fr. Pick) 
8:30 a.m. Pray the Rosary in the Rosary Garden 
9:00 a.m. For A Greater Respect for Human Life 
 +Robert Brown 
  requested by Rick & Dorothy Williams 
 +Harry Cath 
  requested by Bob Curry 
 +Danny DiNatale 
  requested by his Family 
 +Michael Gurchiek 
  requested by Rose Gullifore & Family 
 
5:00 p.m.      +Margaret Callahan & Catherine Gallagher
(Fr. Robert)  (Anniversaries) 
        requested by the Callahan Family 
Reading  I:     Isaiah 5:1-7 
Reading II:    Philippians 4:6-9 
Gospel:   Matthew 21:33-43 
Sunday, October 4, 2020  
 8:30 a.m.       Respect Life 
(Fr.  Robert)   
10:30 a.m.      For the People   
(Fr. Pick) 

St. Mary, Star of the Sea, Church                        September 27, 2020 

THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
GOSPEL  

MEDITATION  

 
 

What prompts you to make the decisions you make? 
When confronted with a decision, whether one that is 
more trivial and mundane or one that is more  
significant and profound, we rely on guidance. That 
guidance can be the result of impulse and passion or 
the fruit of the interior voice of conscience. Decisions 
made on impulse and passion can be misguided and 
erroneous. Decisions based on conscience, or the  
moral voice within, will reflect the depth and maturity 
of our soul work. A more contemplative soul will 
make more contemplative decisions. A less developed 
conscience will make decisions based on the  
individual’s level of development. 

Conversion and a change of heart are at the core of 
Jesus’ message precisely because of this reality. We 
are works in progress. For the person on fire with the 
Holy Spirit and centered on God, life reflects an  
ever-deepening awareness and heightened sense of 
God’s presence and a greater willingness to do God’s 
will. What is happening internally is validated by 
what is witnessed externally. The hypocrite is the one 
who says yes when they really mean no. From the 
start, they had no desire to do the virtuous act but 
wanted to outwardly appear as if they did. 

Where are you on the road of integrity? Honesty is all 
that is required. God is good with that. It is okay to 
struggle with our decisions and wrestle with  
ourselves. Consciences on the path to maturity and 
greater depth are not always going to know what  
action is immediately best. We may, at first, say no to 
what we know is right and, after prayerful reflection 
and thought, come around to doing it. Conversion 
happens when our no changes to yes, regardless of 
how sinful or out of sync we may be at the time. God 
is anxious to welcome us to Himself. But we cannot 
embrace Him unless we want to. Learning to orient 
our gift of free will to what is of divine origin, right, 
and best is a discipline we must always tweak and 
perfect. 

      ©LPi 



                         THE GOSPEL OF FORGIVENESS 
                         THE CHALLENGE TO FORGIVE 
                       
                                      
Sunday, September 27, 2020  
Reading  I:     Ezekiel 18:25-28          (Personal Responsibility) 
Reading II:    Philippians 2:1-11 or 2:1-5  
               (Imitating Christ’s Humility) 
Gospel:   Matthew 21:28-32      (Parable of the Two Sons) 
 
Key Passage:  
A man had two son’s he went to the first and said, “Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”, but 
later he changed his mind and went.  The father went to the 
second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he 
did not go.  What of the two did the will of his father? They 
said, “The first.” (Matthew 21:28-31) 
 
Ask Yourself: 
When have your actions not measured up to your promises?  
What was the outcome? 
 
Readings for Sunday, October 4, 2020  
Reading I:   Isaiah 5:1-7    
Reading II: Philippians 4:6-9 
Gospel: Matthew 21:33-43           

MY SHEEP HEAR MY VOICE, SAYS THE LORD; 

I KNOW THEM, AND THEY FOLLOW ME. 

St. Mary, Star of the Sea Donations 
 

Weekend of September 12 and 13                   $6,341.00 

Online Giving 9/14 – 9/20    $   815.00 

Holy Land     $     95.00 

Peter’s Pence     $     20.00 

Catholic Communication    $    20.00 

Catholic Home Missions    $    20.00 

Catholic Relief Services    $    20.00 

 

                Remember to try our online donation  

                    option at www.stmarylbk.org.   

                   Call the office for more details. 

Please pray for the sick, and for all those who have gone before us. 
Please keep in your prayers all the brave men and women serving our country  

throughout the world, and their families who await their safe return.   
May they be blessed with well-being and safety from harm. 

 
 

REMEMBER YOUR MERCIES, O LORD. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Three days ago, the fall 40 Days for Life Campaign 
kicked off in the face of an ongoing pandemic,  
violent civil unrest and unprecedented attacks on our  
institutions and freedoms. The Campaign runs from 
September 23 to November 1.   Whether you are in 
Sarasota, FL, Overland Park, KS, Indianapolis or any 
one of 585 other cities nationally or internationally, 
please consider joining the vigil. For detailed  
information on location, hours, etc. visit 
www.40daysforlife.com. Hesitant to get involved? 
Remember, somewhere right now there’s a scared 
mother facing an unplanned pregnancy; somewhere 
there’s a worker who wants to quit the abortion  
industry; somewhere there’s a pro-life individual 
who wants to do more in the fight to end abortion, 
but isn’t sure how; this is our opportunity to help. 
Recall the words of Mother Teresa: 
 
“I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a 
stone across the waters to create many ripples.”  We 
are summoned to answer the call--God will do the 
rest. 

 

Altar flowers are a special way to remember anniversaries, birthdays, memorials, etc.   

If you wish to place an order for a lovely  floral arrangement, please call the office 

 during business hours at (941) 383-1255 or e-mail parishoffice@stmarylbk.org 

LOW-GLUTEN HOSTS AVAILABLE 

 

 

 

If you have a medical need to avoid gluten,  

please see the sacristan  

at least ten minutes before Mass begins 

 to request a low-gluten host.  



                   LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

When making decisions, we often struggle with what voice to follow. We acknowledge the 
presence of God, the existence of the Trinity, the priority of the Gospel, and the virtues and 
values they embody. Yet, even with all of that truth, knowledge, and tradition behind us, we 
think we know better. When confronted with a decision, we easily dismiss what we know we 
ought and need to do and entertain responses that stem from lesser desires and wants. We 
eventually may come around and realize that what God asks us to do is what we need to do, 
even if it wasn’t our original intention. God accepts our return to Him with joy. What  
becomes dishonest is deceiving ourselves, God, and others by originally saying yes to what 
we know we need (and are asked to do) and willfully doing something else.  
That is blatant hypocrisy.         ©LPi 

      EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

     Is It the Thought That Counts? 

I can remember times when I received a gift that I would not have chosen for myself. At those times I  
certainly thought to myself that “it was the thought that counts.” I was happy that the gift-giver thought of 
me at all. Then there have been times when my children have not given me a gift and then chose to tell me all 
about what they were going to give me. They would then follow it up by saying, “it was the thought that  
really counts.” Really!?! I don’t think so. I could think of sending my wife on a cruise, but that is not in any 
way the same as going on the cruise. I think there are times when all of us think we are more generous than 
we are, simply because we were thinking about being generous. 

This way of thinking can be dangerous. Jesus teaches us to say what we mean and mean what we say. The  
intentionality of our actions is important, but intentionality without action is meaningless. How we act and 
what we give serves as evidence of our intentions and indicates where our heart truly lies. If we fool  
ourselves into thinking we are someone we are not, it can become difficult to see the truth. We need to look 
for the fruit in our lives. We need to make sure our desires and thoughts are moving us to act. You know 
that other saying about intentions, don’t you? Don’t pave the road to a place no one wants to end up with 
your intentions.  Instead, let your intentions and actions lead others to another place where Jesus can be 
found. 

– Tracy Earl Welliver                        ©LPi 

ARE YOU NEW TO OUR AREA 

and visiting our parish for the first time?  Are you looking for a parish “just like the one at home” 

here in sunny Sarasota? We warmly welcome you to our St. Mary, Star of the Sea, family.  We 

hope you feel at home.  We are blessed to be a part of your faith journey.  Should you have any 

questions, please feel free to call the office at 941-383-1255 during business hours.  

           Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center 
 
Online Directed Retreats - During the Pandemic Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center in 
Venice offers online 3-day, 5-day, and 8-day retreats based on the Spiritual Exercises of  
St. Ignatius. In these online retreats, Father Mark Yavarone, OMV, or Father Lino Estadilla, 
OMV, trained spiritual directors, will meet with you for an hour each day via a link provided to 
help you to pray and recognize how God is speaking to you. A Bible and journal should be  

available for your use. Participants will be emailed any additional materials needed as the retreat unfolds. The cost 
is: 3-day online retreat, $132.23; 5-day online retreat, $203.98; and 8-day online retreat, $306.48. All information is 
confidential, and password protected. If you would like to participate, please email Denise Riley at  
riley@olph-retreat.org and a code will be provided for your online registration as well as an application. For  
planning purposes, please allow 7 days from your completed application until the beginning of your retreat.  Please 
visit the OLPH website to view all scheduled retreats both virtual and in person at www.olph-retreat.org.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for Priests 

Lord Jesus Christ, eternal High Priest, 

You offered yourself to the Father on the altar of the Cross 

and through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

gave Your priestly people a share in Your redeeming sacrifice. 

Hear our prayer for the sanctification of our priests. 

Grant that all who are ordained to the ministerial priesthood 

may be ever more conformed to You, the Divine Master. 

May they preach the Gospel with pure heart and clear conscience. 

Let them be shepherds according to Your own Heart, 

single-minded in service to You and to the Church 

and shining examples of a holy, simple and joyful life. 

Through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Your Mother and ours, 

draw all priests and the flocks entrusted to their care 

to the fullness of eternal life where you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  

 

Amen. 

         2020 Catholic Faith Appeal 

Thank you to all, 47.18 % of our 

parishioners have given from the 

heart. 

 

 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 

also reap generously. Each man should give what 

he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver.  

  2 Corinthians 9:6-7 

 

        Thank you for your generosity! 

 

The Venice Diocesan Council of Catholic Women  
invites you to join in celebrating Priesthood Sunday,  

September 27, in a special and lasting way by  
supporting the VDCCW Seminarian Fund. Do this by 

sending the priests of your Parish a Vocation Fund  
"IN HONOR OF" card.  

 
Please remember that this is a gift that keeps on giving! 
The Diocese of Venice is educating 16 men in various 
seminaries. A donation of any amount will be a great 

help. To take part, please sent your donation, payable to 
"VDCCW Vocation Fund" to: 

 
Dorothy Williams 

4325 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  #306 
Longboat Key, FL  34228 

 
Please email dotrick@comcast.net with  

any questions.  



  WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 
     The Tradition of Genuflection 

Question: 
Why do Catholics genuflect? 

Answer:   
Genuflection is an act of devotion that literally means “to bend the knee.” For many  
Catholics, it’s an almost automatic gesture that we perform before entering our pew or 
row of seats at Mass. But, like many of the symbols and gestures of our faith tradition,  
genuflecting can also be an invitation for deeper reflection. 

The practice of “bending the knee” is an ancient way of recognizing the presence of someone greater than we are.  
It has been said that the practice dates back to the time of Alexander the Great, but it became a common part of  
etiquette in the royal courts of the Middle Ages. From throne rooms and palaces, it was a small step to  
genuflecting becoming part of the devotional lives of Christians, who used this secular gesture as a way of  
recognizing the presence of the One who is King of Kings, especially in the Eucharist. 

Today, Catholics are asked to genuflect in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament (whether in the tabernacle or  
exposed on the altar during Eucharistic adoration). So, while it has become second nature to genuflect before  
entering your seat in church, we should pay attention to where the Blessed Sacrament is kept in each church or  
chapel that we visit, and genuflect in the direction of the tabernacle where the Blessed Sacrament is kept. In  
churches or chapels in which the tabernacle is in a separate space, we are invited to simply bow toward the altar. 

In addition to genuflecting before the Blessed Sacrament, we are also instructed to genuflect before the cross used 
for veneration on Good Friday (during the solemn celebrations of the Lord’s Passion) and any time a relic of the 
True Cross is displayed for veneration. This long standing tradition is a way of honoring the cross as the great sign 
of our salvation and of showing devotion to the passion of Jesus.      ©LPi 

The Florida Catholic e-Edition  
will be FREE for the next year! 

Keep up-to-date on the latest news from 
across the Diocese by signing up now 
for the weekly digital paper to be sent  

directly to your inbox at  
https://dioceseofvenice.org/news/. 

 
 



  The Royal Rummage 

Team is taking a  

well-deserved 

vacation until January 2021.   

 

We request you either hold your treasures until 

we are back in business, or, if that is not possible, 

kindly give them to the Longboat Island Chapel, 

St. Vincent de Paul, Good Will or other  

well-known charity.   

As we prepare for our annual  

Christmas Bazaar, you are cordially 

invited to join us in the Father  

Edward Pick Parish Hall for  

fellowship and creative fun every 

Thursday after the 9:00 a.m. Mass.   

St. Mary, Star of the Sea, Commitment Date is Friday, October 23, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.   

Our sign-up sheet will be available the weekend of October 17 & 18th after each Mass.   

Please contact JoAnn SiFuentes for more information at (310) 880-1918. 

                We want your old laptops! 

    Snow Birds don’t forget to bring them. 

 

The Children’s Guardian Fund 

(CGF) and the Sarasota  

Technology Users Group 

(STUG) have teamed up to  

collect used laptops.  STUG  

sanitizes hard drives using a  

seven-step process similar to that used by the  

U. S. Department of Defense to completely eliminate  

all the data.  

Then they refurbish the laptops and install software that 

is typically required for school.  The laptops are  

distributed to area students in foster–or state-care 

through the Guardian ad Litem Program. 

Donate an old laptop by dropping it off at the parish  

office Monday through Friday from 8:30 am until  

4:00 pm from now through October 25th.  Contact the  

parish office 383-1255 if you need additional   

information. 

Stillpoint House of Prayer in Bradenton has a 

specific need for rice and dried pinto minister) 

canned meats and cooking oils.  Remember to 

shop the Publix BOGO’s.  Please place your food  

donations in the baskets at the Church entrances or to the 

office.           Thank you for your help! 



 4-B-5-4 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 16-0021

(941) 778-9622
Fax (941) 778-4950

5347 Gulf Drive, #4 ww.westcoastac.com
Holmes Beach, FL 34217-1748 CAC044365 

Funeral Homes & Crematory
758-7788

604 43rd St. West • 5624 26th St. West
Bradenton

Catholic Funeral Directors 

“CREMATIONS MADE
 SIMPLE & AFFORDABLE”

748-7756
501 17th Ave. West • Bradenton, FL

Show us your bulletin & 
Receive 10% OFF Lunch

Lunch hours: 
Mon-Sat 11:30am-3:00pm

941-383-0440778-5622
Showroom • Service Repair  

Remodeling • Pool Service • AC Services
www.LaPenseePlumbing.com 
401 Manatee Ave • Holmes BchCFC1426956 • CPC1458908 • CAC1818472

Toale
BRoTHeRS
FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY

Family owned & operated

941.955.4171
www.toalebrothers.com

71677600011989 • CFC057644

Fire Sprinkler & Backflow 
Preventers • Installation

 Inspection • Certification • Repair 
753-6436

 Local Parishioner

  Anna Maria’s Only full 
  Service Station
  941-779-0487

5333 Gulf Beach Dr. • Holmes Beach
Repairs 

 Remodeling
Drain Cleaning

 Video Inspection

Wyman 
Plumbing

941-755-1595 or 941-778-2322
                                                   Local Parishioner#CFCA57644

Gulf Waters Massage
Donna Papaleo, LMT

5620 Gulf of Mexico Dr., Suite 1, Longboat Key

941-387-3388
www.gulfwatersmassage.com

MA32197
MM28281

If the final resting place for your loved one is in another state, we can accommodate this need. Frank Burns, Family Service Counselor

Robert Toale & Sons Funeral Home
At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

At Wiegand Chapel
941.921.5755

7454 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34231

www.wiegandbrothers.com

Veteran Preplanning Discount Available
Serving Your Funeral Home & Cemetery Needs

Throughout Sarasota & Manatee Counties Robert Toale Family

ST. ARMANDS
Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 11am-10pm | Fri & Sat 11am-11pm | Sun 12pm-10pm

941-232-7633 • speaksclambar.com
29 N Boulevard of Presidents • Sarasota, FL 34236

THIS JOINT IS 
JUMPIN’

Fresh Seafood, Italian Specialties, 
Housemade Pasta, Craft Cocktails

& a Swell Time.

ANGELL’S TOTAL 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC

Complete Property Management
House Cleaning • Window Washing

Full Service Landscaping
Flowers Galore, Mulch, Sod, Shell & More
Call us anytime - 941.387.0406

AngellsOnLongboat.com

ST. ARMAND’S OPTICALST. ARMAND’S OPTICAL
Above the ColumbiaAbove the Columbia

Stephen Mason, OpticianStephen Mason, Optician

941-388-3937941-388-3937
St. Armands only full service optical!St. Armands only full service optical!

EYE EXAMSEYE EXAMS
OUTSIDE PRESCRIPTIONS WELCOMEOUTSIDE PRESCRIPTIONS WELCOME

BRING THIS IN FOR $50 OFFBRING THIS IN FOR $50 OFF
A COMPLETE PAIR!A COMPLETE PAIR!

941.388.0440

$25 OFF
First Visit

1Judy Kepecz-Hays
941.587.1700

#1 TEAM
Career Sales of

Over $2.2 Billion

Selling Local Luxury with Global Connections

Coldwell Banker Global Luxury | 201 Gulf of Mexico Drive, St. 1 | Longboat Key, FL 34228

Steven Kepecz
941.376.6411

Charles Buky
941.228.6086

Gabe Buky
941.228.6086

 Wealth & Retirement Income Planning & Protection
 “Trust Is Earned”
 Parishioner

	 Rick	Stauffer
 Private Client Services, LLC
	 (615)	208-3131	|	www.pcsvc.com	|	rstauffer@pcsvc.com

Securities offered through ProEquities, Inc.
A registered Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA & SIPC

Private Client Services, LLC is independent of ProEquities, Inc.

 University Health Park
 2415 University Parkway
 Bldg 3, Suite 216
 Sarasota, FL 34243
 SarasotaDiscCenter.com

Board Certified in the Specialty of Non-Surgical Spinal Decompression.

DR.CIFRA IS AMONG THE BEST
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS

IN AMERICA

Medical	breakthrough	technology	for
bulging,	herniated,	and	degenerative	discs.

No Pain, No Drugs, No Surgery!

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE consultation!

Dr. David Cifra, DC

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

6838 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key, FL 34228

941-383-8881, 877-383-8881
masgardenboutique@gmail.com

If you love orchids,
you’ll love this shop!

Contact Greg Maurer to place an ad today! 
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or (941) 243-3206


