
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary, Star of the Sea, Church 
4280 Gulf of Mexico Drive 

Longboat Key, Florida 
 

Reverend Robert Dziedziak, J.C. L., Pastor 
Reverend Edward Pick, Pastor Emeritus 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

4280 Gulf of Mexico Drive 

Longboat Key, FL 34228 

Office (941) 383-1255 

Fax     (941) 383-8758 

 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE 

May 1 – December 31 

Saturday – 5:00 PM 

Sunday – 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM 

WINTER MASS SCHEDULE 

January 1 – April 30 

Saturday – 4:30 PM 

Sunday – 8:00, 9:30 & 11:30 AM 

DAILY MASS 

Monday-Friday 9:00 AM   

HOLY DAYS: 

Masses announced on previous Sunday 

COMMUNION CALLS AND  VISITATION  

OF THE SICK: 

Call the office at (941) 383-1255 any time.  

CONFESSIONS: 

After all daily masses or by appointment.  

WEBSITE:   www.stmarylbk.org 

EMAIL:  parishoffice@stmarylbk.org 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR  

ST. MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, CHURCH  

IN YOUR WILL 

MARRIAGES: 

Please call our office at (941) 383-1255 at least 
four months in advance. 
 
BAPTISM: 

By appointment. Please call our office at  
(941) 383-1255. 
 
PARISHIONER REGISTRATION: 

Please fill out a registration form and use  

donation envelopes.  Year-end tax statements 

will  be sent to you. 

TV MASS: 

Sunday, 9:30 AM on 
CW Network    44 
Comcast        9 
Frontier         4 
EWTN Comcast      243 
EWTN Verizon       285   

Our church is air conditioned. You may want to bring a light jacket or sweater.   



Sunday, October 4, 2020  
 8:30 a.m.       Respect Life Sunday 
(Fr. Robert)   
 
10:30 a.m.      For the People   
(Fr. Pick) 
 
 Monday, October 5, 2020 (Fr. Michael) 
9:00 a.m. +Ingrid Wisniewski 
  requested by Richard & Pat Stusek 
Reading I: Galatians 1:6-12 
Gospel:  Luke 10:25-37 
Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest (Optional Memorial) 
  
Tuesday, October 6, 2020 (Fr. Pick) 
9:00 a.m. +William Hogan 
  requested by Clancy & Deirdre  
  Schueppert 
Reading I: Galatians 1:13-24 
Gospel: Luke 10:38-42 
Saint Bruno, Priest (Optional Memorial) 
  
Wednesday, October 7, 2020 (Fr. Robert) 
9:00 a.m. +Viann Guzman (Anniversary) 
  requested by Dee Tornillo 
   

9:30–Noon  Eucharistic Adoration 
Reading I:  Galatians 2:1-2, 7-14 
Gospel:  Luke 11:1-4 
Our Lady of the Rosary (Memorial) 
   
Thursday, October 8, 2020 (Fr. Robert) 
9:00 a.m.     +Timothy Vincent, Jr.  
  requested by Mom & Dad 
Reading I: Galatians 3:1-5 
Gospel: Luke 11:5-13 
 
Friday, October 9, 2020 (Fr. Pick) 
9:00 a.m.      +Susan Frient 
  requested by Rick & Dorothy Williams 
Reading I: Galatians 3:7-14 
Gospel: Luke 11:15-26 
Saint Denis, Bishop, and Companions, Martyrs  
(Optional Memorial) 
 
Saturday, October 10, 2020 (Fr. Pick) 
5:00 p.m.      +Margaret Callahan 
        requested by  Joe & Family 
Reading  I:     Isaiah 25:6-10a 
Reading II:    Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 
Gospel:   Matthew 22:1-14 or 22:1-10 
 
Sunday, October 11, 2020  
 8:30 a.m.       Augustine Pirolli 
(Fr.  Robert) requested by the Family 
   
10:30 a.m.      For the People   
(Fr. Robert) 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary, Star of the Sea, Church                        October 4, 2020 

THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
 

GOSPEL  
MEDITATION  

 
 

Do you ever wonder why things never seem to come  
together? We see glimpses of consistency, equity, justice, 
peace, harmony, and wellbeing, but it always falls short. 
Human life is still expendable and manipulated, people are 
used for personal advancement, countries are at war, the 
economy continues to face turbulence, anger and frustration 
are widespread, and happiness is the possession of just a 
few and not the many. Could it be that we are serving the 
wrong kingdom? We keep trying to make our kingdom 
work and find ourselves still scratching our heads after  
repeatedly failed attempts to do so. It is almost as if people 
are saying, “we’ll get it right this time if we do … ,” as if 
some new and secret innovation has yet to be tried. 

We serve God’s kingdom. We may not like hearing that, 
but it is true. God did not make only a few of us. God made 
all of humanity and all of humanity is called into service. 
How often do we defer any of our decision making to God? 
Secular leaders enjoy winking at the Sacred Scriptures and 
using them when they advance a cause, but are they really 
listened to? Even those who consider themselves believers 
tend to sift through God’s Word, taking what seems to fit 
and apply and discarding the rest. After all, if we were  
really serving God’s kingdom, we would see an abundance 
of fruit testifying to this fact. But what’s growing on the 
vine is anything other than good Gospel-centered fruit. 

Nothing in this world or the next belongs to us. We have 
such a hard time believing this and live our lives as if  
everything belongs to us. And, the fruit does not lie. Trees 
that are neglected and not properly fertilized reveal that 
fact. They cannot keep these deep secrets from being  
discovered. If God’s kingdom was really being served, then 
life would have looked much differently after the  
crucifixion. By now, there would be plenty of fantastic fruit 
to harvest in abundance: faith, hope, love, prudence,  
temperance, justice, and fortitude. Do we see these in  
abundance around us? Why not? 

Still we grapple with ownership, privilege, status, and the 
protection of our rights. It’s all about us and what we want, 
think we need, and expect to acquire. When did this change 
of focus occur? We may be struggling with this since  
humanity’s day in the garden and have never understood 
that the focus cannot be on us and the apple but on God and 
God’s justice. Maybe the only answer is that the Kingdom 
be taken from us and given to someone who is willing to do 
a better job. Is that the fate we really want? 

      ©LPi 



                         THE GOSPEL OF FORGIVENESS 
                             DEALING WITH INJUSTICE 
                          
                                                          
Sunday, October 4, 2020  
Reading  I:     Isaiah 5:1-7              (The Vineyard Song) 
Reading II:    Philippians 4:6-9         (Joy and Peace in Christ) 
Gospel:   Matthew 21:33-43         (Parable of the Tenants) 
 
Key Passage:  
Jesus said, “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be 
taken away from you and given to a people that will produce its 
fruit.” (Matthew 21:43) 
 
Ask Yourself: 
What would your reaction be if you found that someone you 
thought you could trust was taking money from you without 
your knowledge? How would you handle the situation? 
 
Readings for October 11, 2020  
Reading I:     Isaiah 25:6-10 
Reading II:   Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 
Gospel:   Matthew 22:1-14 or 22:1-10          

I HAVE CHOSEN YOU FROM THE WORLD, SAYS THE LORD, 

TO GO AND BEAR FRUIT THAT WILL REMAIN. 

St. Mary, Star of the Sea Donations 
 

Weekend of September 26 and  27                  $4,031.00 

Online Giving 9/21– 9/27    $  760 .00 

Additional Catholic University   $      5.00 

Additional Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary $    20.00 

                  

                Remember to try our online donation  

                    option at www.stmarylbk.org.   

                   Call the office for more details. 

 

      Thank you for your generosity! 

Please pray for the sick, and for all those who have gone before us. 
Please keep in your prayers all the brave men and women serving our country  

throughout the world, and their families who await their safe return.   
May they be blessed with well-being and safety from harm. 

 
   

THE VINEYARD OF THE LORD IS THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. 

 
 
 
 
 

Religious Bigotry 
 
Religious liberty - precious, fragile. So prized by our 
Founding Fathers that they included an explicit ban 
on religious tests in Article 6 of the Constitution: “…
no religious Test shall ever be required as a  
Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the 
United States.” Additionally, the first clause of the 
First Amendment guarantees religious freedom for 
all citizens. Despite these proclamations/protections, 
today we witness a lack of acceptance by many of 
those most sacred rights.   
 
On September 26, Amy Coney Barrett was  
nominated to fill an opening on the U.S. Supreme 
Court. A brilliant legal mind, a former professor and 
current federal judge, it will be the task of the  
confirmation hearings to determine her worthiness to 
be appointed to the Supreme Court - this is routine. 
BUT her detractors are actively using the media and 
other forums to portray this woman of deep faith, a 
woman of the bible, a Catholic mother of seven, as 
impeded by her faith beliefs and prior pro-life  
statements to disqualify her from consideration. This 
is the same tact they employed when she was  
nominated for a federal judgeship. At that time  
Senator Grassley had to remind the Senate it was 
coming dangerously close to employing a “religious 
litmus test” to her which is unconstitutional.  
Thereafter, the Senate approved her.  It appears a 
similar approach may be employed in the coming 
hearings. While the Corner will not address her  
qualifications for the position, it is compelled to raise 
the specter of conduct which smacks of religious  
bigotry, which is a threat to all people of faith, and 
which is forbidden by the Constitution.  
 
(Sources: Numerous). 
 
 

Altar flowers are a special way to  

remember anniversaries, birthdays,  

memorials, etc.  If you wish to place an 

order for a lovely floral arrangement, 

please call Deirdre Schueppert at  

(941) 807-7858 or e-mail  

deirdrevsch@gmail.com. 



EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Gifts Given to Share 

My oldest two children took piano lessons when then were younger. In fact, it was  
because my oldest wanted to learn to play so badly that we purchased a piano. He 
would use it for practice during his few years of lessons, and then my daughter took 
up the instrument. After a few years of lessons for each, restlessness set in and a type 
of indifference took over. The lessons and the practicing came to an end. 

My youngest had not expressed much interest in piano when he was younger. Then when he was a teenager, he 
asked for lessons. He began to play and now he plays even for fun and to relax. When his siblings try to play, they 
are stuck with the truth that those days are gone and since they gave it up years ago, they can no longer really play. 
In many ways, they were given a gift, but since they did not use and cultivate it, they lost it. 

God gives us gifts every day and we too often act like those gifts will simply always be there. The truth is,  
unlike God Himself, many of those gifts are not eternal. If we fail to acknowledge them and put them to use, we 
risk losing them in the end. What a shame. What gifts might be slowly slipping away from each of us due to our 
lack of interest and indifference? They might not be there if and when we change our minds. 
 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS          ©LPi 

     WHY DO WE DO THAT?  
             CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Question:  
Why do Parishes Offer Special Masses like Thanksgiving and Memorial Day, even 
though they’re not Holy Days of Obligation? Am I obligated to attend? 

Answer: 
Out of respect for the various civil celebrations that take place during the year,  
many dioceses and parishes will host special Masses. However, while it always 
worthwhile to come together to worship as a community, Catholics are not obligated 
to attend these celebrations. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church notes, the only 
times that we are obligated to participate in celebrations of the Eucharist are on  
Sundays and holy days of obligation: 

The first precept ("You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation and rest from servile labor") 
requires the faithful to sanctify the day commemorating the Resurrection of the Lord as well as the principal  
liturgical feasts honoring the mysteries of the Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the saints; in the first place, by 
participating in the Eucharistic celebration, in which the Christian community is gathered, and by resting from 
those works and activities which could impede such a sanctification of these days.   ©LPi 

October is Rosary Month. The Rosary is a powerful prayer instrument that brings people closer 

to Our Lady, her Son, and to a deeper understanding of our faith.  

 

If you would like to say the Rosary and do not know how or need a Rosary, please help yourself to a 

free Rosary and booklet. There is a basket at each of the church entrances.    

 
Come join us every morning before daily Mass to say the Rosary.  We usually start around 8:35 a.m. 

Free Rosary Repair Service - Send your broken Rosaries in a padded envelope to Betty and Dick 
Holden, 7930 Estero Blvd. #502, Fort Myers, FL 33931.  Rosaries will be repaired and returned  
within the week of receipt.  Donations of old Rosaries are also accepted which will be repaired and 
sent to missions.  Include a note indicating repair or donation.  For more details, please call  
239-463-3993 or email holdenbnd@gmail.com.   



 

A Letter from Our Bishop... 

 

                                                                                       September 2020 

 

 
 
 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ theme for Respect Life this year is “Live the 
Gospel of Life,” in honor of the 25th anniversary of the monumental encyclical by St. John Paul II.  The  
Catholic Church continues to lead the world on the issue of the sanctity of life, from conception to 
natural death, regardless of age or condition.  It is our responsibility to do what we can to help others 
and to promote a greater respect for all human life. 

 
Each year on Respect Life Sunday, the first weekend in October, Parishes across the Diocese of 

Venice conduct a special second collection to enhance this life-affirming work. These funds facilitate 
the Church’s witness as a faith community in southwest Florida. 

 
Please continue to pray for a greater respect for human life at all stages.  Although this is a  

challenging year, please be as generous as you can in supporting this annual collection.  
 
May God bless you with a deep appreciation for the gift of life and the courage to defend the 

sanctity of life.  Let us remain united in prayer and action. 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

 

   

  Upcoming Retreats and Days of Prayer at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat  
            and Spirituality Center (Venice, FL) 

The retreat center of our diocese offers retreats and single days of prayer in a safe, tranquil setting along the  

Myakka River.  A Monthly Day of Prayer is offered on both the second Wednesday and the 

second Sunday of each month. (The October dates are Oct. 11 and Oct. 14; choose the date 

that is more compatible with your schedule.)  The day begins at 9:30 am with continental 

breakfast, and includes two conferences, lunch, Eucharistic Adoration, Mass, and  

opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  A special weekend retreat, “Living our 

Faith During COVID-19,” will be offered Oct. 16-18.  Both events can be joined online if you are unable to  

attend in person.  For more info, call (941) 486-0233, or visit our website (www.olph-retreat.org) and click on 

“Schedule of Events.” 



sacristan at least ten minutes before Mass begins to request 

a low-gluten host.  

    

 National Respect Life Sunday is October 4, 2020 

 

At the Mass, you will see symbols held up at the altar representing the sanctity of  
Human Life.  Below is a short description of these symbols. 

 

 

1) A RAINBOW OF COLORS, representing all those children who have died from abortion, abuse or 
lack of nourishment and who never had a chance to experience God’s wonders here on earth. 

2)   A BLACK ROBE, representing the members of Congress and our Supreme Court, that they have      
the courage and wisdom to promote laws which protect the dignity of all human life from  
conception until natural death. 

3)   An EMPTY PLATE, to remind us of those who are forgotten or thrown away, and especially the                    
poor, the sick, prisoners and those on death row, that God might change our hearts and move us to  
love them as the image of Christ. 

4)   A BURNED OUT CANDLE, representing those who have grown very old, are alone and are  
 tempted to die.  May God grant them the patience and grace to do His will. 

5)   A RED ROSE, for all mothers, especially those who are with child and those who are young and 
   alone that God protect them and bless them with His love. 

6)   A BIBLE, that through the proclamation of the Gospel of Life, we might live the message of our 
           Lord, and share His good news with all. 

7)  The OFFERTORY COLLECTION and the BREAD AND WINE, fruits of people’s labor and gifts 
          from our community.  May they be blessed, broken and shared in one community of love. 

LIVE THE LITURGY  
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

 

Who has authority over God’s kingdom? While we know 
that the obvious answer is Jesus, that is not the answer our 
lives always reveal. We struggle with wanting control over 
God’s kingdom. We wrestle with ownership, privilege, 
status, and the protection of our rights. However, at the 
end of the day nothing in this world or in the one to come 
belongs to us. All that we see and know to be true belong 
to God, and Jesus is the only one who has any authority. 
How often do we defer any of our decision making to 
God? We often conduct our business as if we are the  
owner, lord and master of it all, but sadly we are not. God 
gives us the means and the potential to bear good  
Gospel-centered fruit. This desire and capacity exist within 
each individual. Unless we really acknowledge and accept 
who is ultimately in charge, the type of love, justice, 
peace, and other good fruits God desires for the world will 
never be realized.     
   
       
    ©LPi 

Please Consider Online Giving... 

Our parish is grateful for your continued support 
at this time.  Thank you! 



  The Royal Rummage Team  

     is taking a well-deserved 

vacation until January 2021.   

 

We request you either hold 

your treasures until we are back in business, or, if 

that is not possible, kindly give them to the  

Longboat Island Chapel, St. Vincent de Paul, 

Good Will or other well-known charity.   

Don’t know what to do with your old laptop? 

We can help... 

The Children’s Guardian 

Fund (CGF) and the  

Sarasota Technology  

Users Group (STUG) 

have teamed up to collect 

used laptops.  STUG  

sanitizes hard drives  

using a seven-step process similar to that used by the  

U. S. Department of Defense to completely eliminate all 

the data.  

Then they refurbish the laptops and install software that 

is typically required for school.  The laptops are  

distributed to area students in foster–or state-care through 

the Guardian ad Litem Program. 

Donate an old laptop by dropping it off at the parish  

office Monday through Friday from 8:30 am until  

4:00 pm from now through October 4th.  Contact the  

parish office 383-1255 if you need additional   

information. 

As we prepare for our annual  

Christmas Bazaar,  

you are cordially invited to join us in 

the Father Edward Pick Parish Hall 

for fellowship and creative fun every 

Thursday after the 9:00 a.m. Mass.   

St. Mary, Star of the Sea, Commitment Date is Friday, October 23, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.   

Our sign-up sheet will be available the weekend of October 17 & 18th after each Mass.   

Please contact JoAnn SiFuentes for more information at (310) 880-1918. 

Stillpoint House of Prayer in Bradenton has a specific 

need for rice and dried pinto beans, canned 

meats and cooking oils.  Remember to shop 

the Publix BOGO’s.  Please place your food  

donations in the baskets located at both of the 

Church entrances or to the office.            

                            Thank you for your help! 
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(941) 778-9622
Fax (941) 778-4950

5347 Gulf Drive, #4 ww.westcoastac.com
Holmes Beach, FL 34217-1748 CAC044365 

Funeral Homes & Crematory
758-7788

604 43rd St. West • 5624 26th St. West
Bradenton

Catholic Funeral Directors 

“CREMATIONS MADE
 SIMPLE & AFFORDABLE”

748-7756
501 17th Ave. West • Bradenton, FL

Show us your bulletin & 
Receive 10% OFF Lunch

Lunch hours: 
Mon-Sat 11:30am-3:00pm

941-383-0440778-5622
Showroom • Service Repair  

Remodeling • Pool Service • AC Services
www.LaPenseePlumbing.com 
401 Manatee Ave • Holmes BchCFC1426956 • CPC1458908 • CAC1818472

Toale
BRoTHeRS
FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY

Family owned & operated

941.955.4171
www.toalebrothers.com

71677600011989 • CFC057644

Fire Sprinkler & Backflow 
Preventers • Installation

 Inspection • Certification • Repair 
753-6436

 Local Parishioner

  Anna Maria’s Only full 
  Service Station
  941-779-0487

5333 Gulf Beach Dr. • Holmes Beach
Repairs 

 Remodeling
Drain Cleaning

 Video Inspection

Wyman 
Plumbing

941-755-1595 or 941-778-2322
                                                   Local Parishioner#CFCA57644

Gulf Waters Massage
Donna Papaleo, LMT

5620 Gulf of Mexico Dr., Suite 1, Longboat Key

941-387-3388
www.gulfwatersmassage.com

MA32197
MM28281

If the final resting place for your loved one is in another state, we can accommodate this need. Frank Burns, Family Service Counselor

Robert Toale & Sons Funeral Home
At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

At Wiegand Chapel
941.921.5755

7454 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34231

www.wiegandbrothers.com

Veteran Preplanning Discount Available
Serving Your Funeral Home & Cemetery Needs

Throughout Sarasota & Manatee Counties Robert Toale Family

ST. ARMANDS
Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 11am-10pm | Fri & Sat 11am-11pm | Sun 12pm-10pm

941-232-7633 • speaksclambar.com
29 N Boulevard of Presidents • Sarasota, FL 34236

THIS JOINT IS 
JUMPIN’

Fresh Seafood, Italian Specialties, 
Housemade Pasta, Craft Cocktails

& a Swell Time.

ANGELL’S TOTAL 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC

Complete Property Management
House Cleaning • Window Washing

Full Service Landscaping
Flowers Galore, Mulch, Sod, Shell & More
Call us anytime - 941.387.0406

AngellsOnLongboat.com

ST. ARMAND’S OPTICALST. ARMAND’S OPTICAL
Above the ColumbiaAbove the Columbia

Stephen Mason, OpticianStephen Mason, Optician

941-388-3937941-388-3937
St. Armands only full service optical!St. Armands only full service optical!

EYE EXAMSEYE EXAMS
OUTSIDE PRESCRIPTIONS WELCOMEOUTSIDE PRESCRIPTIONS WELCOME

BRING THIS IN FOR $50 OFFBRING THIS IN FOR $50 OFF
A COMPLETE PAIR!A COMPLETE PAIR!

941.388.0440

$25 OFF
First Visit

1Judy Kepecz-Hays
941.587.1700

#1 TEAM
Career Sales of

Over $2.2 Billion

Selling Local Luxury with Global Connections

Coldwell Banker Global Luxury | 201 Gulf of Mexico Drive, St. 1 | Longboat Key, FL 34228

Steven Kepecz
941.376.6411

Charles Buky
941.228.6086

Gabe Buky
941.228.6086

 Wealth & Retirement Income Planning & Protection
 “Trust Is Earned”
 Parishioner

	 Rick	Stauffer
 Private Client Services, LLC
	 (615)	208-3131	|	www.pcsvc.com	|	rstauffer@pcsvc.com

Securities offered through ProEquities, Inc.
A registered Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA & SIPC

Private Client Services, LLC is independent of ProEquities, Inc.

 University Health Park
 2415 University Parkway
 Bldg 3, Suite 216
 Sarasota, FL 34243
 SarasotaDiscCenter.com

Board Certified in the Specialty of Non-Surgical Spinal Decompression.

DR.CIFRA IS AMONG THE BEST
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS

IN AMERICA

Medical	breakthrough	technology	for
bulging,	herniated,	and	degenerative	discs.

No Pain, No Drugs, No Surgery!

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE consultation!

Dr. David Cifra, DC

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

6838 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key, FL 34228

941-383-8881, 877-383-8881
masgardenboutique@gmail.com

If you love orchids,
you’ll love this shop!

Contact Greg Maurer to place an ad today! 
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or (941) 243-3206


