
ST. MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, CHURCH 
4280 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE 

LONGBOAT KEY, FL  34228 
May 16, 2021 

 
REVEREND ROBERT DZIEDZIAK, J.C.L., PASTOR 

            
      Phone:               Website:              Email: 
      941-383-1255                           www.stmarylbk.org    parishoffice@stmarylbk.org 

OFFICE HOURS 8:30 A.M.—2:00 P.M.   Monday-Friday                

Offices will be Closed on May 31, 2021 

Mass Times:  Monday –Friday 9:00 AM 

Adoration on Wednesday’s until Noon 

 

Monday-Fr. Michael      Tuesday-Fr. Robert  

Wednesday-Fr. Robert    Thursday-Fr. Michael 

Friday- Fr. Robert         

   

Saturday-May 22 5:00 PM Fr. Robert  

Sunday-May 23 8:30 AM Fr. Robert  

Sunday-May 23 10:30 AM Fr. Robert  



 

 

 
Saturday, May 15, 2021  
5:00 p.m. +Kathryn Callahan 
(Fr. Michael)         Requested by Todd & Kathy Callahan 
Reading I: Acts of Apostles 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26 (60B) 
Gospel: John 17:11b-19 
Sunday, May 16, 2021 
8:30 a.m.  +John Francis 
(Fr. Robert)          Requested by The Family 
10:30 a.m. For the People 
(Fr. Robert)        
Reading I: Acts of Apostles 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26 (60B) 
Gospel: John 17:11b-19 
Monday, May 17, 2021 
9:00 a.m. +Fred Carleton 
(Fr.  Michael)      Requested by Marcie & Terry McGovern 
Reading I: Acts 19:1-8 
Gospel: John 16:29-33 
Tuesday, May 18, 2021 
9:00 a.m. +Evelyn Crawford 
(Fr. Robert)          Requested by Sal & Jackie DeAngelo 
Reading I: Acts 20:17-27 
Gospel: John 17:1-11a 
Wednesday, May 19, 2021 
9:00 a.m. +Ada Liana 
(Fr. Robert)      Requested by Stephanie Koziol 
Reading I: Acts 20:28-38 
Gospel: John 17:11b-19   
Thursday, May 20, 2021 
9:00 a.m.  +Michael Scott McGovern  
(Fr.  Michael)     Requested by Mike Nick & Linda Olsen 
Reading I: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11 
Gospel: John 17:20-26 
Friday, May 21, 2021 
9:00 a.m. +Alan Haas 
(Fr.  Robert)     Requested by John Tansey 
Reading I: Acts 25:13b-21 
Gospel: John 21:15-19 

Please pray for the 

sick and all those who 

have gone before us. 

Please keep in your 

prayers all the brave 

men and women    

serving our country 

throughout the world, and their 

families who await their safe     

return.  May they be blessed with 

well-being and safety from harm. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Alter flowers are a special way 

to remember anniversaries, birthdays,          

memorials, etc.  If you wish to place an order 

for a lovely floral arrangement, please email 

Deirdre Schueppert at                                     

deirdrevsch@gmail.com or call 941-807-7858. 

TV Mass:  Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

on: 

CW Network  44 

Comcast      9 

Frontier      4 

EWTN Comcast          243 

EWTN Verizon            285 

Baptism, Marriages, Communion Calls and          

Visitation of the sick call the Parish office at        

941-383-1255 

Please remember 

Still Point House of 

Prayer.  Unopened,                   

non-perishable 

canned or boxed 

items are  needed.  

Please place your donations in the baskets at 

the Church entrances. Thank You! 

Mass Collections 

Collection—May 1-2, 2021 $8,028.00 
Maintenance Collection  $445.00 
Online –May 1-2-, 2021  $4,285.00 
Collection-May 8-9, 2021  $7,636.00 
Online-May 8-9, 2021  $1,705.00 
CFA goal as of 4/29/21  $142,243.05 goal $157,000.00 



First Round Draft Pick 
 

Prior to this year’s pro football draft, Micah Parsons 
surprised a local news outlet in Harrisburg, PA when 
he shared how he almost was aborted. His mother, 

Sherese, already had two children and was struggling 
financially. She told his father, Terrence: “I think I’m 
going to the clinic.” No one but Terrence knew she 

was pregnant or that she was considering an abortion. 
What followed some would call coincidence but not 

Sherese. She received a call from a lady at her church 
(the lady would later disclose that she felt God 

prompting her to reach out to Sherese). The lady      
inquired as to how Sherese was doing and she             

responded fine but the lady persisted and said Sherese 
you are hiding something. During the visit, the truth 

eventually surfaced. The lady then told Sherese: 
“Don’t do it.” “Have your baby. You just don’t know 
what you’re giving up.” Parsons says that lady talked 
his mother out of the abortion. That call encouraged 
her to choose life for her son. The son she calls her 

“Biggest Blessing.” Micah Parson’s story exemplifies 
the hope every life brings even in the most trying of 

circumstances. (ED: Micah was the twelfth pick in this 
year’s draft and will play for the Dallas Cowboys). 

(Sources: Mom’s ‘biggest blessing’, PennLive, 4/29/21; 
Micah Parsons Is About…, Micaiah Bilger,                    

lifenews, 4/29/21). 

Poor Box 

There are Poor 

Boxes at each       

entrance of the 

Church.  Thank you for your kind  

donations to the poor in our     

area. 

Armed Forces Day is 

a special holiday for 

people all over the 

world to come       

together and thank 

the men and women 

of the United States 

Armed Forces. First 

conceived by      

President Harry S. 

Truman, the holiday 

was established in 

1949. The creation 

of a single day      

celebration for all 

five branches of the 

United States         

military made sense 

due to its recent unification under the Department 

of Defense. Armed Forces Day is celebrated on the 

third Saturday of every May, this year                 

falling on May 15.  

Flowers on the 

Altar April 30—

May 2 were in 

Loving Memory of Paul Keyes 

from the Keyes Family. 

Volunteer Opportunity 

Presently, St. Mary’s does not have a Head Usher or 
enough Ushers to cover all the Masses and needs to fill 

the positions soon. The Head Usher position entails 
scheduling and recruiting. 

Would you be interested in volunteering as Usher or 
Head Usher? Ushers may be full-time resident           

parishioners or “snow-birds”. 

 If you are interested, please call Allyson Race, our  
parish manager at 941-383-1255. Allyson can explain 

the roles and answer your questions. 



 

           The Good News of Transformation 

A woman in her mid-eighties recently remarked about her feelings of heightened 
anxiety when she ponders how much time she may have left on this earth. In her 
mind her earthly time clock is rapidly winding down and the end seems very near. Is 
this a worry due to a lack of hope, a sadness and angst because enough has not 
been accomplished, or a normal response to the inevitable change that is soon to 
come? We often see ourselves solely in human terms with life being lived only within 
the parameters of our birth and our physical death. Decisions we make, priorities we 
establish, how purposeful and relevant faith is to us and our sense of                      
accomplishment and well-being play out within this limited realm of time and space. 

When God became one with us in Jesus Christ, a clear message was sent to the world and to humans in particular. 
God, who is revealed so perfectly in Jesus Christ, showed us that we have value and are made in God ’s image and 
likeness. Mortal human beings radiate with the presence of God and are worthy enough to reveal the intimacy of 
the Divine Mystery. The human story can now be understood as a partnership, a true and new covenant,            
celebrating a love relationship between all of creation and their Creator. It is a story that does not solely play out 
within the confines of this world, nor is it a story that ends with the Cross or even the Resurrection. The human 
story finds its happy ending in the Ascension. Our human narrative is still evolving and moving ever more closely 
toward that day when all will be one in Christ and we will be transfigured. 

Today reminds us that Jesus now sits at the right hand of the Father as the Christ of God. In this ascended state, 
we are able to see what we are all meant to become. We have before us this transformed life to anticipate. The 
disciples got a glimpse of what this transfiguration would be when they ascended the holy mountain. This          
inheritance that awaits us is an essential part of the Good News we are called to proclaim! Christ, now ascended 
to the Father, sets our paths straight and gives us a look at what awaits us. But we often journey through our lives 
as though we are walking through a barely lit windowless room. We think about ourselves only in terms of what 
we know and have a difficultly seeing and believing what we can be and can’t yet understand. After all, faith has 
much less to do with what we can see than with what cannot be seen. 

The day-to-day challenges of life find us struggling with our incompleteness. This is especially true when we begin 
to ponder our happiness, accomplishments, goals, desires, and feelings about how well we have done with life. 
Our unenlightened and dimly lit eyes fail to see the beauty of what is yet to be. We are most certainly, with the 
passing of each year, not winding down to life. In every real and splendid way, we are very much winding up to life 
and the surprises that are yet to come on our journey. Imagine how differently we would feel and how creative 
we would become if we gave more attention to who we are becoming! Focusing on what we stand to gain and not 
on what we will one day lose is a game changer for sure. Time is no longer the enemy of limitations but the     
eternal blessing of endless possibilities. 

This is why our participation in the mission of the church is so essential. First, we are asked to go and proclaim 
that Jesus is the Christ. This includes, along with all of the other Gospel prescripts, the truth about who God is and 
who God made us to be. Second, it involves continuing Christ’s work of teaching and healing so that all of God’s 
children can jubilantly prepare for the eternal transformation to come! The message of the Gospel is not limited 
to the matters of this world only. It is directed toward helping human beings understand who they are and     
healing them from all those things that can make them a lesser version of that. 

It is no wonder then, why the poor hold such an honored place in Jesus’ ministry. They speak of God’s love and 
they cry out for the compassion that is due them as children of God. Justice is about putting all of our                  
relationships in proper order because we are all filled with the beauty of God ’s love and have dignity. Of primary 
importance is our relationship with this world and fighting the tendency to see it only as an end to something that 
began years ago. The human story, when understood through the Ascended presence of Christ, is truly a love  
story. It is a Divine romance that is always creative and new, exciting and uplifting, healing and restoring. We are 
held in a perpetual bond of tenderness and mercy. 

What does it matter, then, how old we are or how much time we have left in this world? Today ’s celebration gives 
us the strength to persevere, knowing that whether we are as we know ourselves today or who we will be in   
eternity, all is well. May our hearts be enlightened and the rooms of our lives brightened so that we can know this 
hope and the surpassing greatness of Christ’s power! Go now in peace and tell others about this Good News! 

Fr. Mark Suslenko 













Pledge of Allegiance by Veterans Men’s Club Clam Shrimp Boil 
Clams, Shrimp, Mussels and 
More! Or Chicken Marsala! 

Much Fun Had by All on    
May 4th 

Entertainment by Rene Ng.   

Long time coming Social Event with 

friends!  Thanks to the planning 

committee and all who attended! 

"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the 

United States of America, and to the   

republic for which it stands, one nation 

under God, indivisible, with liberty and 

justice for all."  



May Crowning—St. Mary, Star of the Sea 

May 9, 2021 

May devotions to the Blessed Virgin Mary refer to special Marian    

devotions held in the Catholic Church during the month 

of May honoring Mary, mother of Jesus as "the Queen of May.” 

The "crown" of Mary has been mentioned since the 6th century, as 

"corona virginum" (crown of virgins). ... The Three kings present their 

crowns to the newly born Jesus as a symbol of secular power             

submitting to Christ. Marian crowns often include elements of victory 

and glory, especially during the Baroque period.  
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Left:  Sue DiNatale-

President of Women’s 

Guild and 2021 May 

Crowning Honoree—

Ann Flinter. 

Fr. Robert lead the     

parishioner in prayer.  

Jennifer Harris, music 

director lead the hymns 

to Our Lady and          

everyone prayed the 

Rosary.  Reception was 

held after the ceremony. 

Congratulations  

Andrew M’Mwirichia 
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Congratulations  

Thierry Maroe Ames 
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(941) 778-9622
Fax (941) 778-4950

5347 Gulf Drive, #4 ww.westcoastac.com
Holmes Beach, FL 34217-1748 CAC044365 

Funeral Homes & Crematory
758-7788

604 43rd St. West • 5624 26th St. West
Bradenton

Catholic Funeral Directors 

“CREMATIONS MADE
 SIMPLE & AFFORDABLE”

748-7756
501 17th Ave. West • Bradenton, FL

Show us your bulletin & 
Receive 10% OFF Lunch

Lunch hours: 
Mon-Sat 11:30am-3:00pm

941-383-0440778-5622
Showroom • Service Repair  

Remodeling • Pool Service • AC Services
www.LaPenseePlumbing.com 
401 Manatee Ave • Holmes BchCFC1426956 • CPC1458908 • CAC1818472

Toale
BRoTHeRS
FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY

Family owned & operated

941.955.4171
www.toalebrothers.com

71677600011989 • CFC057644

Fire Sprinkler & Backflow 
Preventers • Installation

 Inspection • Certification • Repair 
753-6436

 Local Parishioner

  Anna Maria’s Only full 
  Service Station
  941-779-0487

5333 Gulf Beach Dr. • Holmes Beach
Repairs 

 Remodeling
Drain Cleaning

 Video Inspection

Wyman 
Plumbing

941-755-1595 or 941-778-2322
                                                   Local Parishioner#CFCA57644

Gulf Waters Massage
Donna Papaleo, LMT

5620 Gulf of Mexico Dr., Suite 1, Longboat Key

941-387-3388
www.gulfwatersmassage.com

MA32197
MM28281

If the final resting place for your loved one is in another state, we can accommodate this need. Frank Burns, Family Service Counselor

Robert Toale & Sons Funeral Home
At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

At Wiegand Chapel
941.921.5755

7454 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34231

www.wiegandbrothers.com

Veteran Preplanning Discount Available
Serving Your Funeral Home & Cemetery Needs

Throughout Sarasota & Manatee Counties Robert Toale Family

ST. ARMANDS
Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 11am-10pm | Fri & Sat 11am-11pm | Sun 12pm-10pm

941-232-7633 • speaksclambar.com
29 N Boulevard of Presidents • Sarasota, FL 34236

THIS JOINT IS 
JUMPIN’

Fresh Seafood, Italian Specialties, 
Housemade Pasta, Craft Cocktails

& a Swell Time.

941.388.0440

$25 OFF
First Visit

 Wealth & Retirement Income Planning & Protection
 “Trust Is Earned”
 Parishioner

	 Rick	Stauffer
 Private Client Services, LLC
	 (615)	208-3131	|	www.pcsvc.com	|	rstauffer@pcsvc.com

Securities offered through ProEquities, Inc.
A registered Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA & SIPC

Private Client Services, LLC is independent of ProEquities, Inc.

Contact Greg Maurer to place an ad today! 
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or (941) 243-3206

THIS SPACE IS

Who’s
watching your home & boat?Lower your home insurance with our GPS stamped reports every 

visit.

Call a Certified

HOME WATCH PROFESSIONAL
you Can trust!

dayana 941.348.1359Local Parishioner

 Michael Melicia, Agent

 New York Life Insurance Company
 941.565.6296
 mmelicia@ft.newyorklife.com

Life Insurance & Long-Term Care Options from New York Life

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.
6854 Gulf of Mexico Dr.
Longboat Key, FL
941-953-1835


