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Pastor 
Fr. Mark Heuberger 

 
Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Anthonio Jean 
 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday Vigil: 4:30pm 

Sunday: 
7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 

 
Daily Masses 

Mon, Wed, Fri: 11am 
Tue, Thur, Sat: 8am 

 
Holy Days 

Holy Day Vigil: 4:30pm 
Complete schedules are listed in 
the bulletin prior to the Holy Day 

 
Confessions 

Saturdays 
3:30pm - 4:20pm 

Confession stations are by the 
east and west walls of the 

church 
 

Eucharistic Adoration* 
First Friday of the Month 

11:30am—2pm 
in the church 

*Discontinued until further 
notice due to COVID

“Do we not have 
in the Eucharist the 

living, true and real Jesus 
present before us?” 

—St. Teresa of Avila



✞ Deceased   ♥ Living

Next Sunday’s Readings 
Fifth Sunday of Lent

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Hebrews 5:7-9 
John 12:20-33
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Monday, March 15 

Is 65:17-21 • Jn 4:43-54 

11am ✞  Marie O’Connor 
 
Tuesday, March 16 

Ez 47:1-9, 12 • Jn 5:1-6 

8am ✞  Carol Bogner 
 
Wednesday, March 17 

St. Patrick, Bishop 

Is 49:8-15 • Jn 5:17-30 

11am  ✞  Josephine Mule 
 
Thursday, March 18 

St. Cyril of  Jerusalem, Bishop and 
Doctor of  the Church 

Ex 32:7-14 • Jn 5:31-47 

8am  ✞  Harvey, Marshal Jr. and 
 Marshal III Kentish 

 
Friday, March 19 

St. Joseph, Spouse of  the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16 
Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22 
Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 

11am ✞  Emilinda & Joseph A. 
   Mercurio 
 
Saturday, March 20 

Jer 11:18-20 • Jn 7:40-53 

8am  ✞  Ronald Fortner 

4:30pm ✞  John, Mary & Thomas 
    Talkun 

 
Sunday, March 21 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Jer 31:31-34 • Heb 5:7-9 
Jn 12:20-33 

7:30am ✞  Joseph Grubisich 

9:30am ♥  Parishioners of SSP&P 

11:30am ✞  Rita Mae Upson

Is there something to Lent that goes beyond 
our own spiritual house cleaning and 
spiritual refinement? Yes, there is! It has to 
do with listening and learning so that we can 
take up the task of the Gospel with greater 
clarity and fortitude. While the spiritual 

refocusing of Lent is necessary, the fruit of this Lenten conversion has much 
more to do with learning how we can be a better Church than it does about 
our eternal salvation. Salvation is a gift that flows out of God’s unconditional 
Mercy and cannot be merited. The spiritual maturity we can experience as a 
result of our Lenten disciplines serves to reduce the anxiety and 
apprehension we may experience as messengers of good, but very 
challenging, and unsettling, news. 

St. Oscar Romero said that, “a church that doesn’t provoke any crises, a gospel 
that doesn’t unsettle, a word of God that doesn’t get under anyone’s skin, a 
word of God that doesn’t touch the real sin of the society in which it is being 
proclaimed, what gospel is that?” When we listen to those descriptive and 
provocative words, do they resonate with anything in our experience? As 
messengers of the Gospel, we are called to bring an unsettling message to 
the world. If our main concern is protecting our self-interests, then we are 
missing something huge! Many really struggle with being rejected, dismissed, 
or perceived as someone who is speaking out of turn. There is a counter 
cultural message that must be preached that clearly sides with the poor, 
marginalized, victimized, oppressed, neglected, disregarded, and lost souls 
throughout the world. There is a widespread misery among the peoples that 
is all too often allowed to fester with no one coming forward to offer a change 
or resolution. 

The Church can speak to the needed structural changes that will allow people 
to earn just wages, feed their families and share abundantly and equally in 
the gifts of God’s good earth. Such a vision is not some optimistic fairy tale, 
but the vision of the Creator himself. Lent reminds us, as St. Oscar Romero 
also states, that, “we are workers, not master builder, ministers, not messiahs. 
We are prophets of a future not our own.” We are not called to labor simply 
for the benefit of the here and now but of the “what is to come.” Our myopic 
vision can be replaced by a more far reaching Lenten vision that is much 
greater and deeper in scope. As long as we are carrying the right blueprints 
with us and our thoughts extend beyond ourselves, then even the little things 
we do and the simplest prayer we utter go a long way. They give witness to 
our preference for the light of Christ and not the darkness of error and sin. 

 ©LPI
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Go Deeper into Today’s Gospel
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LOW-GLUTEN HOSTS AVAILABLE 
If you have a medical need to avoid gluten, please see the sacristan 
at least 10 minutes before Mass begins to request a low-gluten host.

Stewardship of Treasure 
Thank you for your commitment 

to support your parish!

Church Office 
2850 75th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34209 

(941) 795-1228 

Office Hours 
Mon-Fri 8:00AM-4:00PM 
Phone Hrs 8:30AM-12PM 

and 1:30PM-4:00PM 
Closed for Lunch 
NOON-1:30PM 

Website 
www.sspeterandpaul.org 

Email 
parishoffice@sspeterandpaul.org 

Fax 
(941) 794-0127 

Msgr. Moretti Center 
(941) 795-2540 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Society 

(941) 794-1328 
 
 SACRAMENTS 

BAPTISM 
Parent baptism instruction is 

required; call the office. 

ANOINTING 
OF THE SICK 

Call office to schedule. 

MARRIAGE 
Please contact a priest at 
least six months prior to 

wedding date.

BULLETIN DEADLINE: 
MONDAYS AT NOON; 
watch bulletin for early 

holiday deadlines

Attendance…    870 
Offertory…     $16,448.37

Debt Reduction….   $   470.00 
Online Giving….      $2,686.00

February 28 - March 6

In The Seven Storey Mountain, the Trappist 
monk and spiritual writer Thomas Merton ex-
plains how, when asked by his friend Robert 
Lax what he, Merton, wanted to be, he replied 
that he wanted to be a good Catholic. Lax, a 
poet and mystic, told him, “What you should 
say is that you want to be a saint.” Merton de-
ferred, conscious of his own failings and in-
adequacies. But Lax persisted: “All that is 

necessary to be a saint is to want to be one.” By desiring sainthood, 
Lax said, we consent to become what God has created us to be. 
God, in turn, will make us saints. 

It may be helpful to remember that the foundation of Lent is our bap-
tismal identity with Christ. This season prepares those who seek 
Christ for baptism; those already baptized use this time to renew that 
identity. In singling out exceptional followers of Christ, we don’t want 
to forget that all Christians should desire to live forever in the eternal 
life of God. Such a goal is the fulfillment of our Christian identity. 
That’s another way to describe sainthood. And it’s also a good goal 
for our lenten prayer and practice.

Friday, March 19 
at 7:00PM and every 
Friday during Lent, 
join us for Stations of 
the Cross in the church. 
Masks and social 
distancing required.
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Knights of Columbus 
1st Wednesday/Month is 

OFFICERS ONLY @ 6pm. 
2nd Wednesday/Month is for 
ALL MEMBERS @ 6:30pm. 
(in Council Room at MMC) 

Tex Johnson: (941) 704-2822 
Bill Dunn: (941) 840-3653 

Poor Boxes 
are located at each doorway 

as you exit the church. 
All donations benefit our 

St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
Green donation envelopes are 

in the info boxes at exits. 

Holy Water 
To refill your personal holy 

water bottles, please use the 
holy water dispenser and the 

small funnel. Holy water is 
located in the vestibule. 

Votive Candles 
are located in the vestibules 
of the church and the chapel. 

Religious Articles Store 
is closed until further notice. 

Altar Flowers 
parishioners Mark & Susan 
Clark of Flowers by Edie 
donate the altar flowers. 

Grief Support 
call (941) 795-2540 

Marriage Preparation 
& Marriage Encounter 

call  (941) 795-1228 

Retrouvaille 
to heal and renew marriages 

call  (239) 395-0810 
or (800) 470-2230
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Legends about Patrick abound; but truth is best 
served by our seeing two solid qualities in him: 
He was humble and he was courageous. The 
determination to accept suffering and success 
with equal indifference guided the life of God’s instrument for winning most 
of Ireland for Christ. 

Details of his life are uncertain. Current research places his dates of birth and 
death a little later than earlier accounts. Patrick may have been born in 
Dunbarton, Scotland, Cumberland, England, or in northern Wales. He called 
himself both a Roman and a Briton. At 16, he and a large number of his 
father’s slaves and vassals were captured by Irish raiders and sold as slaves in 
Ireland. Forced to work as a shepherd, he suffered greatly from hunger and 
cold. After six years Patrick escaped, probably to France, and later returned 
to Britain at the age of 22. His captivity had meant spiritual conversion. He 
may have studied at Lerins, off the French coast; he spent years at Auxerre, 
France, and was consecrated bishop at the age of 43. His great desire was to 
proclaim the good news to the Irish. 

In a dream vision it seemed “all the children of Ireland from their mothers’ 
wombs were stretching out their hands” to him. He understood the vision to 
be a call to do mission work in pagan Ireland. Despite opposition from those 
who felt his education had been defective, he was sent to carry out the task. 
He went to the west and north–where the faith had never been preached–
obtained the protection of local kings, and made numerous converts. 

Because of the island’s pagan background, Patrick was emphatic in 
encouraging widows to remain chaste and young women to consecrate their 
virginity to Christ. He ordained many priests, divided the country into dioceses, 
held Church councils, founded several monasteries and continually urged his 
people to greater holiness in Christ. 

He suffered much opposition from pagan druids and was criticized in both 
England and Ireland for the way he conducted his mission. In a relatively short 
time, the island had experienced deeply the Christian spirit, and was prepared 
to send out missionaries whose efforts were greatly responsible for 
Christianizing Europe. 

Patrick was a man of action, with little inclination toward learning. He had a 
rock-like belief in his vocation, in the cause he had espoused. One of the few 
certainly authentic writings is his Confessio, above all an act of homage to 
God for having called Patrick, unworthy sinner, to the apostolate. 

There is hope rather than irony in the fact that his burial place is said to be in 
County Down in Northern Ireland, long the scene of strife and violence. 

Saint Patrtick 
c. 415? - 493? 

Patron Saint of Engineers, Ireland, Nigeria
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Sometimes we NEED 
a helping hand. 

Sometimes we can BE 
a helping hand. 

Either way, here are some 
great places to start. 

 
 

Our Daily Bread 
(941) 745-2992 

6:15 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

SOLVE Maternity Homes 
(941) 748-0094 

St. Joseph Food Pantry 
(941) 756-3732 

Bethesda House 
(941) 366-1886 

 

 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Do you have a neighbor or 
friend who is in temporary 
need because of a job loss 

or an illness? 
Please leave a message 
for us… we want to help! 

941-794-1328 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store 

Come in to shop or donate or 
both! Please call if you 

are donating larger items… 
we can pick them up. 

1111 8th Ave. W., Bradenton 
(941) 746-0622 

Mon-Fri 10-3 • Sat 10-2 
www.stvdpstore.org
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Attention Ministry Leaders! 
Copy deadline for the EASTER SUNDAY bulletin 
is 9AM on Thursday, March 25. Email your items to 
bulletin@sspeterandpaul.org or bring to the office.

Reflection:  What distinguishes Patrick is the durability of his efforts. When 
one considers the state of Ireland when he began his mission work, the vast 
extent of his labors, and how the seeds he planted continued to grow and 
flourish, one can only admire the kind of man Patrick must have been. The 
holiness of a person is known only by the fruits of his or her work. 

— excerpted from FranciscanMedia.org
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This past year, a mother lost both her 
parents to COVID and her baby was 
infected with the virus as well. Her 
baby survived, but she has struggled to 
pay her bills. Thanks to your 
generosity, we were able to help her 
with her rent and a water bill. 

We are so blessed and thankful for your generosity during this pandemic season which allows us to 
continue to help the needy. You can make donations to St. Vincent de Paul in one of five ways: 
1. The green envelopes located in the information boxes at each exit which you can drop in the 

collection baskets at each door; or 
2. On-line at www.sspeterandpaul.org. Click on the line marked “Giving” and scroll down to 

“Poor Box – St. Vincent de Paul”; or 
3. Mailing a check made payable to St. Vincent de Paul to 

2850 75th Street West, Bradenton, FL 34209-5395; or 
4. Making a donation on our website at www.svdp-bradenton.org; and additionally 
5. Pick the Ss. Peter and Paul chapter of the SVdP Society on your Amazon account and they will 

donate .5% of your eligible purchases to us. Go to: www.smile.amazon.com/ch/30-0589384.
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   Calling All 
 YOUNG ADULTS 

 
 
 
 

MARCH 18 — 7:00PM 
Mandeville Beer Garden in Sarasota, 428 N. Lemon Ave. 

Join us outside in the garden for free food and refreshments, 
presentations, and open discussions about the faith and 

how it directly connects to your life today. 
Questions? Joshua Mazrin at evangelization@dioceseofvenice.org

THEOLOGY on TAP

Join us for the 

Divine 
Mercy 

Chaplet

Wednesdays Nights 
at 7:00pm in 
the church 

~ 
Adoration 6:30pm

Make sure you have the right parish app!

TO DOWNLOAD from your smart phone’s app store search for: 

WeConnect Parish App 

then search and choose Ss. Peter and Paul the Apostles 
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CONFIRMATION Retreat
On March 6th Michael John (at right), 
retired Director of Religious Ed from 
St. Joseph Church, led a retreat for 
17 confirmandi. He was assisted by 
catechists Carlos & Jean Boothby and 
Mark Flanagan. Bishop Dewane will 
confer the Sacrament of Confirmation on April 8, 2021, 
at 6:30pm.
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  Help Strip the Palms! 
    On FRIDAY, MARCH 26, at 7:30pm (after Stations of the Cross), 
    volunteers are needed to help strip the palms for Palm Sunday. 
 
  Palm Sunday 
   Mar. 28 3 Masses:  7:30AM, 9:30AM and 11:30AM 
 
 
 HOLY WEEK   (Mon-Wed, March 29-31, follow daily Mass schedule) 
 
  Holy Thursday 
   April 1 7:00PM   MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 (the only Mass today — no foot washing this year) 
 
  Good Friday 
   April 2 3:00PM   COMMUNION SERVICE (no Mass today) 

7:00PM   STATIONS OF THE CROSS (no “living stations”) 
 
  Holy Saturday 
   April 3 NO CONFESSIONS TODAY 

10:00AM    BLESSING OF EASTER FOOD 
 8:00PM     EASTER VIGIL MASS (the only Mass today) 

 
  Easter Sunday 
   April 4 3 MASSES*:  7:30AM, 9:30AM and 11:30AM 

*Please note: NO 9:45am Mass in the Msgr. Moretti Center

Lenten Confessions-Updated 
   Tuesday, March 23         10:00AM - NOON 
   Wednesday, March 24    2:00PM - 4:00PM 
   Thursday, March 25        6:00PM - 8:00PM 
   Friday, March 26         4:00PM - 8:00PM 
   Saturday, March 27         9:00AM - NOON

Looking Ahead 
Through Lent
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Awake, O Sleeper! 

This morning came a little earlier than I would have liked 
— Daylight Savings Time always does. Sometimes that 
morning sunlight seems more intrusive than illuminating. 
You’re still half-lost in sleep, and that sun is demanding of 
you a lot more than you’re ready to give.  

I’ve said it, and I’m sure you’ve said it, too. “Just five more 
minutes.” You hit the snooze button on your phone once 

(maybe twice? Show of hands?) and turn away from the window.   

So many kings of the Old Testament were steadfast in their sleepy ways, rejecting the light their 
God tried to share with them. Likewise, John tells us that, though Light — Christ — was sent into the 
world, the world preferred darkness.  

Sometimes it seems, when 
reading through Scripture, that 
all throughout salvation history, 
God has been trying to pull 
back the curtains, to rouse us 
from our defiant slumber. And 
we resist Him. Time and time 
again, we resist Him. 

Light brings a certain 
responsibility with it. It seems 
to compel productivity. 
Furthermore, there’s no hiding 
in the light. Any photographer 
worth his salt knows how to 
manipulate it, highlighting the 
good and casting some merciful 
shade on the bad.  

As we enter into the fourth 
week of Lent, we’re getting so 
close to the main event. Can we 
handle the light that will come 
on Easter morning, bursting 
into the tomb as the stone is 
rolled away? Can we keep 
ourselves from hitting the 
“snooze” button on our souls, 
and sit up to face the dawn of a 
new day? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver

(FEBRUARY 17, 2021) 
 

(APRIL 1, 2021)


