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�

THE PASCHAL MYSTERY�

The Paschal Mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus is the mystery of 

your life and mine as a Christian, and it is not something so mysterious that 

we can’t understand it, but it’s simply this:  the cross leads to resurrection, 

and God blesses our struggle with salvation.�

And in a mysterious way, it’s by going through the struggles and difficulties 

of life that you and I are being purged, perfected and prepared for heaven.�

To give you an example, it’s like the butterfly emerging from its cocoon.  I 

heard a story about a man who found the cocoon of a butterfly, and he took it 

home, and one day he saw that a tiny opening had appeared in the cocoon 

and the butterfly was about to emerge!�

So, the man, who was fascinated by this, sat and watched this process for 

hours as the butterfly struggled to force its body through that tiny opening.�

Then all of a sudden, the butterfly stopped making any progress.  It seemed 

to get stuck, and it appeared to the man that the butterfly had gotten about as 

far as it could go.  So, at that point, the man decided to help the butterfly.�

So, what he did was he took a pair of scissors and very carefully snipped off 

the remaining bit of cocoon, and the butterfly then easily emerged!�

But something was wrong.  The beautiful butterfly wasn’t so beautiful after 

all.  It had a swollen body and small, shriveled wings.  The man continued to 

watch the butterfly because he expected that at any moment the wings would 

enlarge and expand to be able to support the body and that in time the body 

would contract.  But neither thing happened!�

The body remained swollen, and the wings never expanded and never 

developed.  In fact, the butterfly spent the rest of its short life crawling 

around with a swollen body and shriveled wings �� it was never able to fly!�

And what the man in his kindness and haste did not understand was that the 

restricting cocoon and the struggle required by the butterfly to get through 

the tiny opening were nature’s way of forcing fluid from the body of the 

butterfly into its wings, so that it would be ready for flight once it achieved 

its freedom from the cocoon.  So, in a mysterious way, the struggle was 

necessary for the butterfly to emerge ready to fly!�

�

�    � �                                                 (continued on next page…)�

�
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Ct. St. Vincent de 

Paul #2172, 

Catholic�Daughters 

of the Americas 

would like to thank 

all who joined us for the Annual Card 

Party on March 18th.� It was a great 

success and we look forward to next 

year.� Thank you again. Linda Bergeron, 

Regent and Members of the Court.��

Mass Intentions (for the week ahead)�

�

Monday       8:00 a.m.  Rosa Varkey�

Tuesday       8:00 a.m.  Alexander Smolka�

Wednesday  8:00 a.m.  Vocations�

Thursday     8:00 a.m.  David & Betty Doncan�

Friday          8:00 a.m.  Josephine Bianco�

Saturday      4:00 p.m.  Robert Cloud�

                    6:00 p.m.  Tomas Perez  �

Sunday        7:00 a.m.  Dan Skelton�

                    8:30 a.m.  Parish Family�

                  10:30 a.m.  Albert & Mary Greb�

                    5:00 p.m.  Mary & Tom DeBella�

(continued from page 2)            �

And I’d like you to notice that because the same thing is true in our lives, that 

in a mysterious way, the struggles in your life and mine are necessary because 

those struggles are preparing us for a new life one day with God.�

But we almost never see our struggles that way.  On the contrary, when you �

and I are struggling with some difficulty (or if we see a loved one struggling 

with some difficulty) we almost always see that struggle as a hindrance, as an 

obstacle to living a full, abundant life; and like the man who wanted to help the 

butterfly, we sometimes lose patience, and we reach for the scissors and we 

want to step in and remove the obstacle, for ourselves or for that other person.�

�

But the fact is those very struggles in your life and mine that we find so�

difficult are in fact the very things that are purging and perfecting us and 

strengthening and developing us to one day emerge from the cocoon of this �

life to a glorious new life!  So, keep on struggling!  Because that’s basically �

the Paschal Mystery, and God will bless your struggle with His salvation.�

�

On behalf of Father George, Deacon Mel and the entire parish staff, I ask the 

good Lord to bless you and your loved ones with every grace this Easter, and �

as you have shared in His cross so may you share one day in the glory of His 

Resurrection!  In His love, Father Eric                                                              �
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Knight’s Korner�

Knights of Columbus Council #11497�

�

Our Mission Statement �

As Knights, associated with Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church in New 

Port Richey, Florida, we strive to humbly serve our Lord & Savior, Jesus Christ; guided by 

His Word and teachings, inspired by our patron, Saint Thomas Aquinas, to Learn, Live, and 

Share the “Good News” through valiant acts of Charity, delivered in Unity, backed by a Fra-

ternal commitment to each other as an order, to our Parish family and her neighboring com-

munities, and to the nation we Patriotically stand to respect and protect. Vivat Jesus!�

�

Did you know that you can become a Knight’s of Columbus eMember right now by going to 

KofC.org and pressing Join Us? Be sure to select Council 11497 and we do the rest!�

�

�� Membership Meetings are every First Thursday of the month and�

Social Meetings are every Third Thursday of the month (unless announced otherwise)�

�

Further questions contact our Grand Knight SK Damon Palestra at 727.807.5041 or email to: �

dpalestra@tampabay.rr.com�

Readings for the Week of April 4, 2021�

�

Sunday:  Acts 10:34a, 37�43/Ps 118:1�2, 16�17, 22�23/

Col 3:1�4 or 1 Cor 5:6b�8/Jn 20:1�9 or Mk 16:1�7 or �

Lk 24:13�35�

Monday:  Acts 2:14, 22�33/Ps 16:1�2a, 5, 7�11/�

Mt 28:8�15�

Tuesday:  Acts 2:36�41/Ps 33:4�5, 18�20, 22/Jn 20:11�18�

Wednesday:  Acts 3:1�10/Ps 105:1�4, 6�9/Lk 24:13�35�

Thursday:  Acts 3:11�26/Ps 8:2ab, 5�9/Lk 24:35�48�

Friday:  Acts 4:1�12/Ps 118:1�2, 4, 22�27a/Jn 21:1�14�

Saturday:  Acts 4:13�21/Ps 118:1, 14�15ab, 16�21/�

Mk 16:9�15�

Next Sunday:  Acts 4:32�35/Ps 118:2�4, 13�15, 22�24/�

1 Jn 5:1�6/Jn 20:19�31�

�

Weekend Readings are at (727) 372�8600�

Parish Calendar 

 

Mon. 04/05     6PM Core Team Edge Life Teen;�

                       7PM Cub Scouts�

Tues. 04/06     9AM Rosary Makers;�

                        6:30PM Boy Scouts�

Wed. 04/07     9:15AM Legion of Mary;�

                       10AM SVDP Meeting,�

                       5:15PM FF Sessions;�

                       5:15PM Edge;�

                       7PM RCIA             �

Thurs. 04/08   3PM Benediction/Adoration;�

                       4PM Girl Scouts;�

                       7PM Bible Study�

Fri. 04/09       7PM AA Meeting �

Sat. 04/10       �

Sun. 04/11      9AM FF Sessions;           �

                       5PM Life Teen Mass;�

                       6:15PM Life Night                              �

Mass and Devotions Schedule 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm and 6 pm 

Sunday: 7:00 am, 8:30 am, 10:30 am (Contemporary), 

                and 5:00 pm (LifeTeen™)  

Daily Mass: 8:00 am Monday-Friday 

Prayer Group:  The 2nd and 4th Mondays of the 

month starting Jan. 11th and ending May 24th. 

Holy Rosary after 8:00 am Mass, Mon-Fri,  

                       in Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

Marian Novena after 8:00 am Mass on Tuesdays 

Benediction & Adoration: Thursdays at 3:00 pm 

until 6:45 pm 

Reconciliation:  Saturday 2:30-3:30 pm or by appt. 
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HAPPY EASTER! �

�

We prayed, fasted, 

and gave alms�and 

now we rejoice because Christ is 

risen!  Our Lenten journey with CRS 

Rice Bowl challenges us as we begin 

the Easter season to share the joy of 

having a loving God that is alive and 

accompanies us always.  Let’s do the 

same by being present to our global 

family by caring for their material 

and spiritual needs. �

�

Please turn in your CRS Rice Bowl in 

the narthex on April 10 or 11 or 

donate online at crsricebowl.org/

give. �
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The 2022 book for Mass 

Intentions opens April 5th�

Please come in during office hours, �

8:30am to 4pm, Monday through Friday �

to reserve mass intentions for your 

loved ones.�

Limit 2 please.�

�

           �

Catholic Daughters Meeting�

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Ct. 

St. Vincent de Paul� #2172 is meeting in the 

chapel area of the Parish Center of St. Thomas 

Aquinas at 6:30 PM on April 13, 2021 for 

their monthly meeting.  Please be there by 

6:15 PM so that we can start on time.� Masks 

are required while in the building.� �

If you have any�questions or need more 

information, please contact Linda Bergeron at 

727�203�3498.� �

Looking forward to seeing you!�

�
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�

“A Night of Hope”�

If you have a business and 

would like to do a 

sponsorship or you would 

like more info �

on par�cipa�on, please 

contact: Heather Palestra at 

727�862�6981�
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Since The Beginning Years Of St. Thomas When Morning Mass Was Held
 At Our Funeral Home We Have Been Honored To Serve Parish Families

847-3999 The Kaduk Family
Chris Kaduk

Owner/Funeral Director

George  B. Morgan
Founder & Parishioner

Specializing In Estate Planning & Real Estate
5614 Grand Boulevard, New Port Richey       (727) 848-8435

RobeRt Nicholas altmaN & thomas PatRick altmaN   
law offices of James J. altmaN, sR.

Foot & Ankle Medical Center
David M. Allen, D.P.M.

Podiatric Medicine & Surgery
 5141 Deer Park Dr. Ste 1-C • New Port Richey, FL 34653

(727) 847-2406

 David T. Wenk, MD
ABIM Board Certified:

Medical Oncology • Hematology • Internal Medicine

8763 River Crossing Boulevard, New Port Richey, FL 34655

(727) 842.8411 • fax: (727) 847.2923

FLCancer.com/Wenk

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

This Space 
is Available

                                         Before you decide to hire the lawyer to whom you are referred, ask that lawyer for written information about that lawyer’s qualifications and experience.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Estate Planning
Elder Law

Real Estate Law

Power of  Attorney, Wills, TrustsPower of  Attorney, Wills, Trusts
Medicaid, Probate, GuardianshipMedicaid, Probate, Guardianship

Contracts, Closings, Title Ins.Contracts, Closings, Title Ins.

Wollinka & WollinkaWollinka & Wollinka
Attorneys at Law

Est. 1971

Trinity Office:Trinity Office: 727-937-4177 727-937-4177
Palm Harbor Office:Palm Harbor Office: 727-781-5444 727-781-5444

www.wollinka.comwww.wollinka.com

Contact Greg Maurer to place an ad today! 
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or (941) 243-3206

Contact Greg Maurer to place an ad today! 
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or (941) 243-3206

THIS SPACE IS

SLEEP APNEA?

(727) 372-9669
www.pedromartinezdmd.com

8532 Old Country Rd 54
New Port Richey, FL 34653


