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Maintenance & IT: Ernie Nolder
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Mass Intentions
Tuesday
MARCH 9
8:30am
+POOR SOULS IN PURGATORY
Wednesday
MARCH 10
8:30am
+SHIRLEY MCPHERSON LAPINSKAS
Req. By:
Charles & Sharon Deitzel
2nd. Int.
POOR SOULS
Req. By:
Kay
Thursday
MARCH 11
8:30AM
+MARY G. VALVO
Req. By:
Richard & Carol Valvo
Friday
MARCH 12
8:30 am
+KIMBERLY STADTHER
Req. By:
Luz Reig
Saturday
MARCH 13
4:00pm
+AL KLINE
Req. By:
Wife, Joann
Sunday
MARCH 14
9:30am
PARISHIONERS
11:00am
+DAVID BLAIR
Req. By:
Loving Family
RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENTS

Baptism: For registered and active
parishioners: Please contact the Church
Office. Baptism instruction is required for
Parents.

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS
First Reading: 29: Ex 20:1-17
Psalms 19:8-11,
Second Reading 1 Cor
1:22-25
Gospel Jn 2:13-25

Catholic
Faith Appeal

$164,000

Reconciliation (Confessions)
Saturdays 2:00-3:00 PM in Adoration Chapel
Or by Appointment
Weddings: For registered and active
parishioners: must be arranged with the pastor
at least 6 months before the date desired.
Please contact the Church Office for more
details.

Raised so far:

$11, 887.00

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Readings for the Week
Monday St. John of God
237:2Kgs 5:1-15b Pss42:2-3;43:3-4 Lk 4:24-30
Tuesday St. Frances of Rome
238: Dn3:25,34-43 Ps 25:4-5b,6,7bc,8-9 Mt18:21-35
Wednesday
239: Dt 4:1,5-9 Ps147:12-13,15-16,19-20 Mt5 ;17-19
Thursday
240:J er 7:23-28 Ps 95:1-2,6-9 Lk11:14-23
Friday
241:Hos14:2-10 Ps 81:6c-11b,14,17 Mk12:28-34

Every Friday in
Lent.
$10 a plate
5:00-7:00 PM
Drive Thru Only @ The Cabrini Center

25% off
Green dotted items
March 15 & 16

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
My Story

A ‘Good Catholic Kid’s’ Porn Addiction, and the Need for More Leadership
By: ThoseCatholicMen.com

I’m a cradle-Catholic. The middle child of 7 born to a Catholic mom and dad in the
Midwest. Indiana, to be precise.
Growing up, Catholicism was everywhere. We went to mass almost every day and, if we
didn’t, it usually meant hell was freezing over. I was homeschooled K-12 and we used Seton
Home Study School, which means I was more literate in my faith by age 10 than the average
Theology graduate from Franciscan University of Steubenville.
Most of my childhood revolved around school, mass, and other church events. I served at daily
Mass from the age of 7 and I was closely involved with the priests at our parish. My family was
well known at the parish and I was one of the “chosen ones,” destined for the priesthood. At least, that’s what all the old ladies
thought.
I share none of this to complain about my childhood, I enjoyed being involved in the church and I’m grateful for the rigorous Catholic
education I received. It has served me well in life. I share all of this to paint the picture of the sort of young man I was perceived to be.
If you had suggested to anyone who knew me or my family that I was a porn addict at age 9, they would have laughed in your fa ce.
“You mean Tom and Stacy’s kid? No way, that boy’s a saint.”
The thing is, my story isn’t all that unique. It’s the story of many Catholic adults, men and women, who grew up in a world that their
parents did not understand. I discovered porn on my family computer through a google search. We had dial-up internet. My parents
had no idea what I could get into.
Fast-forward a few years. I’m 26 years old. I’m still a porn addict. I’ve had good times and bad times, I’ve made it stretches where I
was winning, but I ended up back in the trenches. At this point, I’m farther along than I’ve ever been, but the progress is slow. Very,
very slow.
So how did I get here?
I sought help from a counselor when I was 21. I was having a mental breakdown and my dad suggested I get help. This counselor was
the first human I interacted with who treated my addiction clinically. I’ll get to why that’s important soon.
As a young Catholic boy, the Catholic world I grew up in created and enforced a few ideas in my mind. I learned these things either
indirectly or directly, but that’s immaterial. The result was that to my mind, sexual sins were the most horrifying sins a human could
commit. I also saw those sins as unforgivable and believed they would surely demand the wrath of God’s justice. I grew up believing
that men and women are sexual beings, but they must fight that sexuality at all costs. They must never be mastered by their passions
and must maintain tight control of their sexual desires. That was a problem for a young man like me. I was very sexual. I was very
curious, and, as it turns out, I was also very emotionally damaged.
Like most Catholics my age, I was raised by parents who grew up in a world that was far less overtly pagan and, consequently, they
were completely unaware of the dangers and pressures that their children were facing on a daily basis. The internet, sex education,
and the hyper-sexualization of advertising, film, TV, and music all told me one thing about sex and how I should see my sexuality. On
the other hand, my parents rarely discussed anything relating to sex and when I would ask questions, I was often met with an
ambiguous answer that would leave me more confused than before. Over time, I learned to fear my body and my sexuality. As a
result, when I discovered porn at a young age, the shame and fear was overwhelming.
The point of all of this is that the counseling I received in my early twenties was the first time I understood my addiction to be just that,
an addiction, my entire outlook on myself and my lifelong struggle changed in that moment. Although I began to understand myself
and my addiction more, that didn’t change the perception and environment of the Catholic community around porn. I still found myself
embarrassed to go to confession. Why? Because sometimes I would be chastened by the priest, as if I enjoyed telling him it had been
5 days since I went to confession and yes, I had looked at porn twice. Or I would be greeted with, “5 days? I think you have a
problem.” Yes, yes I do.
Trust me, if I was taking advantage of God, I would have become Protestant. They just say “sorry” and everything’s fine.
Have I ever been presumptuous? Maybe. I ask myself every time I go to confession and many times I confess it, just in case. It’s hard
to tell when you find yourself committing an action you find repulsive because you literally can’t stop. The only thing that keeps you
sane sometimes is thinking “God will forgive me.” I’ve found great comfort in St. Therese, who said that God’s justice demands that He
will take our humanity into consideration. I believe that.
I went to college at Franciscan University of Steubenville. Again, even though all evidence points to the fact that most men my age are
dealing with this affliction, we all acted like we weren’t. The confessional was the only place it was discussed. I never told anyone, and
no one ever told me. A couple of the priests on campus would mention it periodically in their homilies, but never in a meaningful way,
and there was never any mention of real help that was available for people in this position.
I worked for the marketing and communications department at Franciscan. I must have shot or edited 50+ speakers that came to
campus. Not one of them was addressing pornography. Prayer, mission trips, the lives of the saints, you name the topic, it was a
headline for a speaker. Anything but pornography.
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Why am I sharing all of this?
Pornography is an epidemic. 93% of men and 62% of women under age 18 have looked at porn in the US. To suggest that it was only
once is naïve. Pornography is more addictive than heroin, and that is the most addictive substance on planet earth.
Pornography is also free, it costs nothing. It’s available at a moment’s notice on the nearest tablet, phone, computer, smart tv, gaming
console, or anything else with a browser. I know because I’ve used every single one to get to porn. Social media is no better.
Snapchat, Instagram, Twitter, Vimeo, and many other social sites allow nude images and videos. And the ones that don’t have no
problem with people getting really close to nudity.
As a culture, pornography is now considered a normal, healthy thing. Couples are encouraged to use porn to “get in the mood” and
women simply expect the men in their lives to be engaged in this behavior. Many of the women are now engaging in it as well.
There are obvious negative effects of porn use, just turn on your radio to hear one or two ads for erectile dysfunction help on every
commercial break. You ever found yourself wondering why there are so many of those commercials? Wonder no more. Porn also
causes depression, self-loathing, lack of motivation, and it literally re-wires your brain to care less about what is going on around you.
Spiritually, the effects are worse. Porn teaches men to objectify women, obviously, but it also teaches men that women want to be
objectified. It convinces a man that a women likes being humiliated and taken advantage of sexually. It convinces women that they
should enjoy being treated that way. Porn creates the belief that women are sexually wired the exact same way that men are, that
women desire sex the same way men do and that they should seek it out and offer themselves to the men in their lives. Or complete
strangers. If you ever wondered why apps like Tinder exist, it’s because of porn.
So what?
At this point, you might be wondering why you’re still reading. I might be coming off as a bit of a Debbie Downer.
The reality is quite the opposite.
I’ve been fighting porn, in one way or another, for 17 years. That’s not that long compared to some, but it still feels like quite a while for
me. Every year I measure progress by where I was the year before. If I measured progress more frequently than that, I would get
discouraged very quickly. The main thing that has been a difficulty for me, is being open with others about my pornography addiction.
My wife and my parents and a few others knew, but I had never told my closest friends. What I came to understand, through the Grace
of God, is that my fear of discovery was yet another way that I was sabotaging myself. I believed that I accepted myself, even with this
struggle, but if that was the case, why did I not want anyone else to know?
The strongest effect that porn has on a porn addict is the isolation. The feeling of abandonment, of loneliness, and of being
un-loveable and unacceptable by others. This feeling is one of the main contributors to staying trapped in any addiction, but
particularly in porn addiction.
The purpose of a Catholic community is to be there for those who are most in need. The beaten, the downtrodden, the sinner. In some
way, those words apply to each and every one of us. We’re all broken. We’re all sinners. The lie is that some sins are less forgivable
than others. And yet, pornography addiction is misunderstood and mishandled by large portions of otherwise well-meaning Catholics.
Priests are oftentimes unaware of what is needed for addiction recovery and are therefore ill-prepared for handling the recurring porn
addict’s confession. Mothers are often terrified and horrified to discover their innocent boy or girl is looking at porn, and react in the
worst possible ways imaginable. Spouses feel hurt and betrayed when they learn their life-partner is a porn addict.
In all these cases, it is a lack of understanding about the nature of addiction and the real path to
freedom from addiction that holds back the addict from recovery. The Catholic environment must
adapt to this worldwide epidemic if we have any hope of winning this war.
Porn is here. It has taken hold in the lives of many, many Catholics. It is responsible for
destroying lives, families, vocations, and souls. In the face of such an enemy, the only response
is a unified front. The Catholic Church has been here for 2000 years. It has faced every enemy
imaginable. Now it faces pornography. There can be no more cover-up or denial of the scope of
this problem. It’s no longer good enough for a couple people who have beat porn to give a few
talks on “how they stopped looking at porn.”
This is a current struggle for millions of Catholics. This is a current struggle for the millions of
people who want to help them.
If we cannot accept the reality of pornography addiction and accept those who struggle with it so
that they can feel the love and support they need, this evil will only spread.
It is only in the Light of Life that this evil can be vanquished. It is only as a Catholic community, as
a Catholic Church, that we can face this. To any of those who are currently facing this addiction,
you are not alone. There is hope and there are others fighting the same fight that you are. To any
of those who are helping porn addicts or are simply unaware of the danger, please, help me bring
this conversation into the public square. Open your hearts to those who need your help. It is only
as a unified Catholic community that we can face this evil.
St. Joseph, Terror of Demons, Protect Our Purity!
Amen.
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On this amazing 11 day pilgrimage to Fatima you will visit sites associated with not only Mary, our blessed
mother, but the visionaries Lucia, Jacinta and Francisco, St. Anthony of Padua, Saint John of the Cross, and
the apostle James, son of Zebedee. This pilgrimage will include a river cruise through the Douro River
Valley, the heart of Portugal’s Wine country, and will ultimately reach the magical medieval city of
Salamanca, Spain.
There will even be an optional 2-day add-on trip to Compostela, Spain to pay homage to the relics of the
apostle James, known in Spanish as Santiago. Participants who wish will even be able to walk the final 10
miles of the famous Camino! October 2021 will be the perfect time for such an adventure – the summer
heat will have subsided but the brilliant blue skies of sun-drenched Portugal will brighten an adventure full
of spiritual growth, Catholic heritage, and cultural richness.
Known on Catholic radio and TV as “Dr. Italy,” Dr. D’Ambrosio is a NY Times best-selling author and a
renowned commentator on Catholic issues appearing on Fox News’ “Geraldo Rivera At Large” and Bill
O’Reilly’s radio show. A doctoral student of theologian Avery Cardinal Dulles, Marcellino is an expert on
the history of the Church in Spain and Portugal and has a special familiarity with the shrines we will be
visiting on this very special tour and the associated saints. Dr. Italy, who is fluent in Spanish, will be our
principal guide, providing expert commentary on saints, sites, wines and shrines of Spain and Portugal.
Jeff Cavins is recognized both nationally and internationally as an exciting public speaker and bible teacher.
He is the creator and founder of the popular Great Adventure Bible Study series published by Ascension
Press. Jeff is the founding host of EWTN’s weekly program “Life on the Rock” as well as Relevant Radio’s
daily show, “Morning Air.” Jeff received an MA in Theology from Franciscan University of Steubenville. He
is the Director Emeritus and teacher at the Catechetical Institute at the St. Paul Seminary in St. Paul,
Minnesota.
www.crossroadsinitiative.com/pilgrimages/2021-douro-river-cruise/
Diocese of Venice
Fr. Joseph Gates
(St. Frances Cabrini)
Fr. Casey Jones
(St. Elizabeth Seaton)

Diocese of Austin
Fr. Tim Nolt

For More Information:
800.842.4842
Jane@select-intl.com

DAVID M. BRACCIANO, D.O.
Dermatology &
Facial Plastic Surgery
8430 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 102
University Park, FL 34201
Tel 941.360.2255
Web www.braccianodermatology.com

Lane & Associates
A. Elizabeth Lane, CFP-Parishioner
Financial Planning, Investments & Taxes

723-0101

MEDICARE SPECIALIST

• Metered Ready Mix Concrete
• 24 Hours / 7 Days A Week
• Easy Scheduling

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

Beth Branch | (941) 730-8243

bethbranch3@yahoo.com
Health, Life, Dental, Cancer, Annuities, and Accidental

Call for an estimate or go to Concrete-On-Call.com
Call Today 941-746-0288

“The Answer to Small Pours”

“CREMATIONS MADE SIMPLE & AFFORDABLE”

James F Morrison III, CFP®, AAMS®

748-7756

Financial Advisor

7915 US Highway 301 North
Suite 210
Ellenton, FL 34222
941-722-0163
edwardjones.com

501 17th Ave. West
Bradenton, FL
Member Knights of Columbus

7204 US-301, Ellenton, FL 34222
(941) 729-0569

SACRED STATUES

HELPING
YOU FROM
START TO
FINISH

By Anne - 941-741-5362
aegracey08@gmail.com

KIM VOLÉ

Many Sizes & Choices

Agent

Virgin Mary, Jesus
Saints, Angels

8169 US Highway 301
Parrish, FL 34219
State Farm® Insurance Companies
Off: 941-776-5900
www.kimvole.com
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois

Prices include cost of
statue & labor
Also, restore/paint your statues
Parishioner
Local Delivery Only

(941) 704-9744

judy@judyaarnes.com

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

New Patients
Welcome!
GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
INCLUDING FULL MOUTH RESTORATION

-

Need to choose
a Medicare plan?

Richard W. Steinberg, DDS
Daniel C. Delrose, DDS, Parishioner

-

3030 US-301 N.
Ellenton, FL 34222

Humana can help!
Call your local, licensed sales agent
for a free consultation*
SHERRY KELLY

941.722.0502

Two Locations
8710 Old Tampa Rd
US 301 N • Parrish

863-333-2994 (TTY: 711)
Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm
humana.com/skelly
skelly6@humana.com

776-8833
500 8th Ave. W • Palmetto

* No obligation to enroll.
Y0040_GHHHXDDEN20_C

M
MCKINZIE

729-4000

PEST CONTROL

10 Minute Oil Change
No Appointment Necessary

Culbreath Termite Control
Complete Termite & Quarterly Pest Control

755-1033

www.northriverdental.com

PEST CONTROL
&
LAWN CARE
941-756-8280
1012 Mark Avenue • Ellenton

Probate • Wills • Trusts • Real Estate
(941)920-4916

401-742-5784
Parishioner

www.bakerandpaullaw.com

FREE Consultation with this Ad.

515 9th St. East • Suite 100 (9 Blocks of Manatee Memorial) • Bradenton

Groover Funeral Home at Mansion Memorial Park
Funeral Homes and Cremation Services

1400 36th Avenue E (Ellenton-Gillette Rd) • Ellenton, Florida
Brands that qualify
for this price are
Goodman & Tempstar

$3595

Installed • 10Yr. Warranty

10% OFF SERVICE CALLS
with bulletin

4-B-5-4

941-722-6602

Free Personal
Planning Guide

Really great prices and excellent service.
Lorie is fantastic. I have had my unit installed and
serviced by Lorie for 3 years without any issues
what so ever. GREEEAT prices and service.
- Google review by Dan Torony

Integrity AC, LLC

941-704-9413

License#CAC1820225
1202 Gary Ave. Suite #101, Ellenton, FL 34222

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com
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