
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church 
12001 69th Street East, Parrish, FL 34219 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  

WWW.sfxcparrish.com          Home@sfxcparrish.com                  941.776.9097 

OFFICE HOURS    M,T, Th, F 7:00am-3:00pm   Closed Wednesday 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor: Fr. Joseph Gates 

Operations Manager: Richard Lind 

Sacramental Coordinator: Chris Malone 

Liturgy Coordinator: Lydia Herrera 

Maintenance & IT: Ernie Nolder  

Maintenance: Roger Rodriguez 

Data Entry: Tom Moline 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Daily Mass: T, W, TH, F - 8:30 AM 

 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
Sunday: 9:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

 

Music Director and Rel. Ed. Coordinator:  

David Collins 



AUGUST 15, 2021 

Mass Intentions 

Tuesday           AUGUST 17 

8:30am             +KELLEY HENSLEY  

Req. By:            Mom & Dad 
Wednesday     AUGUST 18 

8:30am     +MR. & MRS. GENE KUCHNICKI  

Req. By:            Loving Fasmily 
Thursday          AUGUST 19 

8:30am             +AL GRYBASH 

Req. By:            Kay 
Friday               AUGUST 20 

8:30am             +LORI SHAW 

Req. By:            Kathy & Gary Turner 

2nd Int.             +TOM DiREENO 

Reg. By:             Wife 
Saturday          AUGUST 21 

4:00 PM            +LEE DENTON 

Req. By:             Bill & Gemma 
Sunday             AUGUST 22 

930am        +RAYMUNDO &ROSITA CABILTES 

Req. By:            Kathy & Gary Turner 

11:00am           PARISHINERS 

RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptism: For registered and active                            
parishioners: Please contact the Church                
Office. Baptism instruction is required for  
Parents.   
 

Reconciliation (Confessions) 
Saturdays 2:00-3:00 PM  in Adoration Chapel 

Or by Appointment 
 
Weddings: For registered and active                         
parishioners: must be arranged with the pastor 
at least 6 months before the date  desired. 
Please contact the Church Office for more   

details. 941-776-9097 
 
 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

First Reading:622: Rv11:19a;12:1-6a,10ab 
Psalms 45:10-12,16 

Second Reading  1Cor 15:20-27 
         Gospel Lk1:39-56 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

$62,521.62 

Raised so far: 

$164,000.00 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

MONDAY  ST.STEPHEN of HUNGARY 
 419: Jgs 2:11-19 Ps 106:34-37,39-40,43ab,44 Mt 19:16-22 

TUESDAY  
420: Jgs 6:11-24a Ps 85:9,11-14 Mt 19:23-30 

WEDNESDAY   
421: Jgs 9:6-15  Ps 21:2-7 Mt 20:1-16 

THURSDAY ST. JOHN EUDES 

422: Jgs 11:29-39a Ps 40:5, 7-10 Mt 22:1-14 

FRIDAY ST. BERNARD 

423:Ru 1:1,3-6,14b-16,22 Ps146:5-10  MT 22:34-40 

; : 

Sunday Morning  

Mass Changing   

September 5th 

New Times  

are as Follows 
8:00 AM & 10:15 AM 

 

September 10th 

9:30 AM 
In the Cabrini Center 

 

This year we will be studying the “7 Secrets 

of the Eucharist” by Vinny Flynn. 

All are Welcome! 

Call Linda Pless for more info: 412-445-4882 
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Summer’s Ending 
Back to School Potluck 

 

Come Join us! 
 

Thursday, August 19 at 6:00pm in the Parish Hall. 
Please call the parish office at 776.9097 to RSVP with 

the number of people who will be attending and the 
entrée, side dish, or dessert you would like to bring. 

 

Doors open at 5:45 
 

“Cakes are healthy too, you just eat a small slice.” ~ Mary Berry  
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DO YOU ENVY THE WAY OTHERS LIVE? 
 

Join the discussion  
with the “Divine Mercy Cenacle” 

 
Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2021  

at 9:15 AM in the Cabrini Center. 
 

For more information  
please contact Diane Creel 

 
941.981.5136 or by email: drcreel@aol.com 

 
“Mankind will not have peace  

until it turns with trust to My Mercy” - Jesus  

August 27th  

Interested in the  Knights of Columbus at St. Frances Cabrini?  
 

Contact GK Hecktor Morales-Negron at:  
 

Phone: 412-478-1264 or email:  12155gkmorales@gmail.com 
 

Come Join a Catholic & Patriotic Brotherhood!! 
           

Coffee & Doughnuts 
August 29th 

 

Come join in fellowship with members 
of the St. Frances Cabrini community. 

After each of the Sunday Masses.  
 

You never know where you might find a 
new friend.  
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Understanding the Assumption of Mary 
There are two texts of Scripture most commonly used to “disprove” the Assumption of Mary. 
 
1. John 3:13:  No one has ascended up to heaven, but he who descended from heaven, the Son of man.  
If “no man” has ascended into heaven, wouldn’t that include the Blessed Virgin Mary? 
 
2. I Cor. 15:22-23:  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming. If no one except Christ will be resurrected bodily before the Second Coming of  
Christ, would that not eliminate the possibility of Mary having been bodily assumed into heaven? 
 
The Catholic Response 
John 3:13 does not eliminate the possibility of the Assumption of Mary for four reasons. 
 
1. St. John was quoting the actual words our Lord spoke when he wrote, “No one has ascended into heaven, but … the Son of man.” 
Jesus was merely saying that no one had ascended into heaven by the time he made that statement. That was long before the                   
Assumption of Mary. 
 
2. Jesus cannot be saying that no one will ever be taken to heaven except Him. If that is the case, then what is all this Christianity stuff 
about? You know, heaven and all. 
 
3. If one interprets John 3:13 as speaking about Christ uniquely ascending to heaven that would be acceptable. We would then have to 
ask the question: what is it about Jesus’ ascension that is unique? Well, the fact that he ascended is unique. Mary did not ascend to 
heaven. She was assumed. There is a big difference. Jesus ascended by his own divine power as he prophesied he would in John 2:19-
21: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up… he spoke of the temple of his body.” Mary was powerless to raise herself to 
heaven; she had to be assumed into heaven. The same could be said of all Christians. Jesus raised himself from the dead. Christians 
will be entirely passive when it comes to their collective “resurrection.” 
 
4. St. John is demonstrating the divinity of Christ in John 3:13. Historically, we know St. John was writing against his archenemy, the 
heretic Cerinthus, who denied the divinity of Christ. St. John quotes these words from Jesus to demonstrate that the Savior 
“descended” from Heaven and was both in Heaven and on earth as the “only begotten Son” (cf. 3:16) sharing his Father’s nature (cf. 
5:17-18). Thus, he was truly God. Moreover, St. John also emphasizes that even while “the Son of Man” walked the earth with his disci-
ples in Galilee, he possessed the beatific vision in his human nature. In that sense, his human nature (Son of Man) had already 
“ascended” into heaven inasmuch as it possessed the beatific vision, which is at the core of what heaven is. That is John’s theme in the 
text, not whether someone years after Christ could be assumed into heaven or not. 
 
I Cor. 15:22-23: 
We must remember that there are sometimes exceptions to general theological norms in Scripture. For example, consider Matt. 3:5-6: 
“Then went out to [St. John the Baptist] Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan, and they were baptized by him…” 
We know that all here does not mean all in a strict sense because we know, at least, Herod, Herodias, and her daughter, were                    
exceptions to this verse (See Matt. 14:1-11). They conspired to put St. John to death. Not the best candidates for baptism! The bottom 
line: There are exceptions to Matt. 3:5-6. St. John the Baptist did not baptize everyone in “Jerusalem, Judea and the region around 
Jordan.” So Mary could be (and is, as we will see below) an exception to I Cor. 15:22-23. 
 
There are exceptions to other general norms specifically laid out as true for “all” in Scripture. Hebrews 9:27 declares, “…It is appointed 
for men to die once, and after that comes judgment.” Yet, we see exceptions to this norm many places in Scripture by way of                         
resurrections from the dead. Not only do we have Elijah, Elisha, Jesus, St. Peter and St. Paul raising the dead in Scripture, but after 
Jesus’ resurrection, “the tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and [came] out of 
the tombs…” (Matt. 27:52-53) These folks obviously did not “die once.” They died at least twice!      
 
We have examples of other “assumptions” in Scripture. Both Enoch (cf. Gen. 5:24) and Elijah were taken up “into heaven” (II Kings 
2:11) in a manner quite out of the ordinary. And so are the “two witnesses” of Revelation 11:3-13. Why couldn’t God do this with Mary? 
4. We know that Mary is an exception to the “norm” of I Cor. 15:22-23 because she is depicted as having been assumed into heaven in 
Rev. 12. “And a great portent appeared in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun… she was with child… and… brought forth a male 
child (Jesus), one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron…” (12:1-5) Who was the woman who gave birth to Jesus? Mary! And 
there she is in heaven! 
 
Is the Woman of Revelation 12 Mary? 
Many will object at this point and deny “the woman” of Revelation 12 to be Mary. They will claim it is either the Church, or very                  
popularly among dispensationalists, they will claim it is Israel of old. 
 
The Church acknowledges Scripture to have a polyvalent nature. In other words, there can be many levels of meaning to the various 
texts of Scripture. So, are there many levels of meaning to Rev. 12? Absolutely! Israel is often depicted as the Lord’s bride in the Old 
Testament (cf. Song of Solomon, Jer. 3:1, etc.). So there is precedent to refer to Israel as “the woman.” And Jesus was born out of                   
Israel.  
“The woman” of Revelation 12 is also depicted as continuing to beget children to this day and these children are revealed to be all “who 
keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ” (vs. 17). The Church certainly fits this description. 
 

In fact, we argue as Catholics “the woman” to represent the people of God down through the centuries, whether Old Covenant Israel or 
the New Covenant Church, “the Israel of God” (Gal. 6:16). 
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Moreover, the Book of Revelation depicts the New Covenant Church as “the bride of Christ” and “the New Jerusalem” (cf. Rev. 21:2).  
 
The First and Literal Sense 
All we have said about “the woman” of Revelation 12 representing the people of God down through the millennia of time does not               
diminish in any way the first and literal sense of the text as representing Mary. In fact, there are at least four reasons why one cannot 
escape including Mary when exegeting Revelation 12 and specifically the identity of “the woman.” 
 
“The woman” in Rev. 12 “brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with an iron rod: and her son was taken up to God, and 
to his throne.” This child is obviously Jesus. If we begin on the literal level, there is no doubt that Mary is literally the one who “brought 
forth” Jesus. 
 
 Though we could discover many spiritual levels of meaning for the flight of “the woman” in 12:6, 14, Mary and the Holy Family literally 
fled into Egypt in Matt. 2:13-15 with divine assistance. 
 
1. Mary is referred to prophetically as “woman” in Gen. 3:15, Jer. 31:22, and by Jesus as the same in John 2:4 and 19:26. Especially 
considering the same apostle John wrote the Gospel of John and the Book of Revelation, it is no stretch to say St. John would have had 
Mary in mind when he used the familiar term – “the woman” – as the descriptor of the Lady of the Apocalypse. 
2. There are four main characters in the chapter: “the woman,” the devil, Jesus, and the Archangel Michael. No one denies that the 
other three mentioned are real persons. It fits the context exegetically to interpret “the woman” as a person (Mary) as well. 
 
How Do We Know Mary is Bodily in Heaven? 
Some may concede Mary to be the woman of Revelation 12, but the next logical question is: “How does this mean she is in heaven                
bodily? There are lots of souls in heaven, but they don’t have their bodies.” 
 
It seems clear that “the woman” is depicted as having “the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown” (vs. 1). Elsewhere in Rev. 
and in other Scriptures, saints in heaven are referred to as the “souls of those who had been slain” (Rev. 6:9) or “the spirits of just men 
made perfect” (Heb. 12:23). Why? Because they do not have bodies! They are disembodied “souls” or “spirits.” But the ‘woman’ of Rev. 
12 is portrayed as having a body with a head and feet. 
 
But perhaps even more important than this is the fact that “the Ark of the Covenant” is revealed as being in heaven in Rev. 11:19. This is 
just one verse prior to the unveiling of “the woman” of Rev. 12:1. 
 
Some may respond at this point: “Who cares if the ‘Ark of the Covenant’ is said to be in heaven?” 
This is crucial because Hebrews 9:4 tells us what was contained within the ark: a portion of manna, the miraculous “bread from                  
heaven” of Old Testament fame, Aaron’s staff, and the Ten Commandments. In fact, it was precisely because of these sacred contents 
that the ark was so holy and that is precisely why it is her depicted as having been taken up to heaven. 
 
The question is: Is the Ark of the Covenant depicted as being in heaven a “what” (an Old Testament box made of acacia wood overlain 
with gold in Exodus 25), or a “who?” I argue it not only to be a “who,” but to be the Blessed Virgin Mary for these reasons: 
 
Let’s first take a look at the text of Rev. 11:19:  Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within in 
his temple; and there were flashes of lightning, loud noises, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail (emphasis added). 
 
In order to appreciate the identity of “the ark,” let’s first take a look at the identity of “the temple” that St. John sees as housing the ark. 
John 2:19-21 and Rev. 21:22 tell us quite plainly that the Temple St. John speaks of is not a temple made of brick and mortar. 
 
Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up…” But he spoke of the temple of his body (Jn. 2:21). 
I saw no temple [in heaven], for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the lamb (Rev. 21:22). 
 
When St. John views the temple in heaven, he is not viewing the Old Testament temple. He is viewing the true temple, which is Christ’s 
body. In the same way, St. John is not seeing the Old Covenant ark. He sees the new and true Ark of the Covenant. And remember: this 
would not just be talking about Mary, but Mary’s body! It was Mary’s body that housed the Son of God, the fulfillment of the various 
types of Christ that were contained in the Old Covenant ark.  The conclusion is inescapable. Where is Mary’s body? In heaven,                    
according to the Book of Revelation!” 
 
A Final Objection: 
Some may argue at this point our energy was wasted in asserting Mary to be identified with “the woman” of Revelation 12 because this 
“woman” is depicted as “travailing” with the pangs of labor in verse 2. Thus, this cannot be the “Catholic” Mary. 
 
Two points in response:  1. No matter which interpretation you choose between Israel, the Church, Mary, or all of the above, all 
interpretations agree: the labor pains of Rev. 12:2 are not literal pains from a child passing through the birth canal. This really should 
not be a problem at all. And Secondly these scripture passages  Is. 53, Ps. 22 and Wisdom 2. 
 
Mary’s “labor pains” began at the annunciation and would continue with her from the cradle to the cross where she suffered with her 
Son as prophesied in Luke 2:34-35 and as painfully fulfilled in John 19. Mary’s deep love for and knowledge of her Divine Son brought 
with it pains far deeper than any physical hurt could ever cause. A body can go numb and cease to feel pain. But you can’t deaden a 
heart that loves, as long as that heart continues to love. Mary clearly chose to love. She was uniquely present for our Lord, from the 
Incarnation of Luke 1:37-38, to the birthing of his ministry in John 2, to the cross in John 19, and into eternity in Revelation 12. 
(Catholicanswers.com) 
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