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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

WWW.sfxcparrish.com          Home@sfxcparrish.com                  941.776.9097 

OFFICE HOURS    M,T, Th, F 7:00am-3:00pm   Closed Wednesday 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor: Fr. Joseph Gates 

Operations Manager: Richard Lind 

Sacramental Coordinator: Chris Malone 

Liturgy Coordinator: Lydia Herrera 

Maintenance & IT: Ernie Nolder  

Maintenance: Roger Rodriguez 

Data Entry: Tom Moline 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Daily Mass: T, W, TH, F - 8:30 AM 

 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:00 AM & 10:15 AM 

 

Music Director and Rel. Ed. Coordinator:  

David Collins 



DECEMBER 19, 2021 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Tuesday           DECEMBER 21 

8:30am             +ISRAEL LOPEZ 

Req. By:            John & Marylyn 
Wednesday     DECEMBER 22 

8:30am             + KEN DARGA 

Req. By:             Gail,Mike & Leane 

Thursday           DECEMBER 23 

8:30am             +DECEASED MEMBERS OF 
                          CATHY SADOWSKY FAMILY 

Req. By:             Family 
Friday                DECEMBER 24 

8:30am             +BILL LEWIS 

Req. By:            Wife, Helen 

4:00pm             +MARIAN HOWARD 

Req. By:             Loving Family 

6:00pm             +RACHEL RODRIGUEZ 

Req.By:              Lydia 
Saturday           DECEMBER 25 

12:00am   FOR THE CONTINUED HEALTH OF 
                           MIAYA WHITE 

Req. By:             Loving Family  

10:30am            +KEN DARGA 

Req. By:             Gail, Mike, & Leane 

NO 4:00 PM MASS 
Sunday                DECEMBER 26 

8:00am                +BUCK BUCHANAN 

Req. By:                Frank Perry 

10:15am               +BARBARA VIZZARI 

Req. By:                Loving Family 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

First Reading:12:Mi 5:1-4a 
Psalms 80:2-3,15-16,-18-19 

Second Reading  Heb 10:5-10 
   Gospel Lk 1:39-45 

 

 
Catholic Faith  

Appeal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

$83,274.76 
Raised so far: 

$164,000.00 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

MONDAY  

 196:Is 7:10-14 ps24:1-4b,5-6 Lk 1:26-38 
TUESDAY  ST. PETER CANISIUS 

197: Sg 2:8-14 Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-21 Lk1:39-45 
WEDNESDAY  

198:1Sm1:24-28 Ps 1Sm2:1,4-8d Lk1:46-56   
THURSDAY ST. JOHN OF KANTY  

199: Mal3:1-4,23-24 Ps 25:4-5b,8-10,14 Lk1:57-66 
FRIDAY  

200: 2Sm7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16 Ps 89:2-5,27,29 Lk1:67-79 

Christmas Mass Schedule  

 

Friday   Dec. 24, 2021   8:30am      (Morning Mass) 
 

Friday   Dec. 24, 2021   4:00pm     Vigil The Nativity of the Lord  
                                       6:00pm     Vigil 
 

Saturday Dec. 25, 2021 12:00am   Midnight Mass    
                                       10:30am  (Does not fulfill the Sunday  
            obligation.) 

 

Feast of the Holy Family 
 

No Sacrament of Reconciliation on December 25th 
NO VIGIL MASS Saturday Dec. 25, 2021   

 

Sunday   Dec. 26, 2021   8:00am  The Holy Family of Jesus 
                                        10:15am 
 

Saturday Jan.1, 2022       4:00pm    Saturday Vigil Mass 
Sunday   Jan.2, 2022       8:00am    Epiphany of the Lord 
                                        10:15pm 



 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENTS 
Baptism: For registered and active parishioners: Please contact the Church  Office.  

Baptism instruction is required for  Parents.  
 
 

 Reconciliation (Confessions) 
Saturdays 2:00-3:00 PM  in Adoration Chapel 

Or by Appointment  
 
 

Weddings:  
For registered and active  parishioners: must be arranged with the pastor at least 6 months be-

fore the date  desired. Please contact the Church Office for more details.  

Reflections on Divine Mercy  
and the Eucharist 

 

Saturday, January 15, 2022 
9:00-2:00pm 

 

Guest Speaker Bryan S. Thatcher, MD, of Tampa, Florida, is a 
retired medical doctor who travels the world speaking on the 
Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, the message of Divine 
Mercy, and his personal conversion. He and his wife,  
Susan have seven children, ages 34 to 11. 
 

In 1996 he founded Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine Mercy (EADM), now a 
lay apostolate of the Congregation of Marian Fathers of the Immaculate           
Conception. EADM is now active in more than 45 countries, and the ministry 
has received three special apostolic blessings for its work from the late Holy  
Father, St. John Paul II. 

 

Lunch will be provided.  
 

To register, contact Diane Creel at 941-981-5136 or dicreel@aol.com. 
Registration closes January 10. 2022 There is no fee,  

but a Free Will donation is appreciated.   



DECEMBER 19, 2021 

Save the Date 
Event: Women’s Emmaus Retreat 

Hosted by Epiphany Cathedral Parish 
 

Date: March 11-13, 2022 
Location: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Retreat Center, Venice Florida 
 

More Information will be published 
closer to the retreat.  

 

THIS RETREAT WEEKEND 
WOULD MAKE A WONDERFUL 

CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR THAT  
SPECIAL WOMAN IN YOUR LIFE. 

  
For questions, contact Donna Vodraska at donnavodraska@aol.com 

941.496.4464 or 9630.336.0918 
 

Do You Need Help?  
 
 If you need assistance from Catholic Charities for food, financial assistance, or tele-
mental health counseling, please call the number for your area listed below between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday to Friday: 
  
Sarasota/Manatee/DeSoto/Hardee/Highlands Counties: 941-355-4680; 
Charlotte/Lee/Hendry/Glades Counties: 239-390-2928; 
Collier County: 239-793-0059. 
  
Food Distribution - Catholic Charities and other Diocesan entities combined efforts 
toward food distribution will take place at the times and locations as outlined below in 
Out and About the Diocese section. 
  
Tele-Mental Health Counseling Services - Catholic Charities, Diocese of Venice Inc. 
is offering Mental Health Counseling for adults and children provided by licensed men-
tal health therapists. If you or someone you know is feeling stressed, anxious, over-
whelmed, depressed, or helpless, Catholic Charities can help. For more information, 
please call 239-455-2655. There is no charge for this service. 



DECEMBER 19, 2021 

How Joseph was a Husband to Mary:                
Fr. Maurice Meschler 

In Holy Scripture special emphasis is given to the fact that Saint 
Joseph was the husband of Mary: “Jacob begot Joseph, the                 
hus-band of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called 
Christ” (Matt. 1:16). From this circumstance the weightiest                   
consequences result for Saint Joseph, above all, his relationship 
to Mary, which was threefold. 

Husband by Marriage 

First, the saint is the husband, the spouse, of Mary by his                     
mar-riage contract with her. Holy Writ bears incontrovertible                        
witness to this marriage (Matt. 1:16, 24; Luke 1:27; 2:48). All the 
holy Fathers and Doctors see in this union a true, genuine, and 
perfect marriage; and this because of the words of Holy Scripture 
and also because of the fact that all the conditions of a                          
matrimonial con-tract are verified — namely, the mutual                            
surrender of each to the other to lead a wedded life, the spiritual 
meaning of the marriage bond, which typifies the union of Christ 
with His Church (Eph. 5:32), and, finally, the blessing of a                  
progeny. 

Mary really belonged to Joseph with all she was and possessed. 
No other person so possessed her esteem, subjection, and love. 
This union not only brought Saint Joseph into associa-tion with 
Mary, but it was his privilege to behold continually her array of 
virtues and share with her a mutual exchange of spiritual goods. 

Finally, there were the reality, truth, honor, and happiness of                
being father to the Savior. This fatherhood, the providential task 
and official position of Saint Joseph in the Kingdom of God, has 
its true and particular foundation in a special way in the                      
matrimonial union with Mary. Without this marriage, the                   
fatherhood of Joseph would be a kind of adoptive fatherhood, by 

reason of the adoption of a child; but on account of his marriage with Mary, Joseph is infi-nitely more the father of Jesus, 
a true, real, and legal father; and he is acknowledged such before God and men, just because, by reason of his union 
with Mary, a perfect, juridical exchange of goods between man and wife is effected. 

Whatever Mary had possessed belonged by right to Saint Joseph also, by reason of a community of goods; and hence, 
this included her Son, even though the latter had been given to her by God in a wonderful way. Jesus belonged to                 
Joseph as his legal father. According to God’s decree, the marriage between Joseph and Mary was the way in which the 
introduction of Christ into the world was to be accomplished. The nuptial union of Saint Joseph with Mary was really a 
great divine mystery, from which all benefits were to come to us. 

St. Joseph, Protector & Witness 

Saint Joseph is not only the husband of Mary, but also the protector and witness of her virginity. This mutual vir-ginity of 
Joseph and Mary belonged essentially to the divine plan of the Incarnation. It behooved Saint Joseph to be both the   
husband of Mary and the protector of her virginity, as he was in fact. In this sense an illustrious orator says that Joseph 
and Mary mutually presented their virginity to each other that it might be mutually protected; and their matrimonial fidelity 
consisted in this, that they were to protect their virginity. 

This marriage was decreed by God in view of the conception and birth of Jesus; and hence, Saint Joseph had to                        
espouse the Mother of God, who as such was to remain a virgin according to the prophecies, that thus the temporal birth 
of the Son of God without a father should be a sublime and wonderful representation of His eternal generation without a 
mother. 

Mary and Joseph were like two stars, whose pure rays merged into one, to shine in the presence of God with the much 
more brilliant luster of an entirely divine purpose and appointment. Thus, this marriage more than any other fulfilled the 
sublime, mystical purpose of matrimony — namely, to be by its purity a faithful image of Christ’s union with mankind and 
His Church. Saint Joseph, however, not only venerated and protected the Blessed Virgin, but was, too, in her regard, a 
witness and a refuge beyond the shadow of suspicion just because of his nuptial bond with Mary. 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Holy Spirit effected the Incarnation in her and through her. In this higher sense the Holy Spirit is in a unique way the 
Spouse of Mary, while Joseph, without ceasing to be Mary’s spouse, is the “friend of the bridegroom.” 

According to the Fathers of the Church, virginity is something in the flesh but not of the flesh, something spiritual, 
angelic, indeed, a reflection in man of the eternal, infinite beauty. Wherever God sees it, He forgets the lowliness of 
our carnal and earthly nature. Hence God selects a virginal father and a virginal mother, and finds in them a                      
paradise of pleasure precisely because of their purity and virginity.         

The Ends of Holy Marriage 

The third relationship of Joseph to Mary again results from his quality of husband and spouse, and belongs to the 
purposes of a matrimonial contract. The principal end of matrimony is the procreation of children. This end was                 
realized in the case of our saint in a higher and more wonderful manner through the virginal conception of our                     
Savior. 

The second end of matrimony consists in the advantage of mutual association, and every sort of cooperation. Saint 
Joseph was the faithful, loving companion, support, and comforter of the Mother of God. 

Mary’s life was intended to be that of God’s Mother, of the Mother of the Savior, who came upon earth to redeem 
the world by toil, suffering, and the Cross. Mary’s life, too, was arranged according to this pattern, and in it Saint     
Joseph was to be her support and help. And thus we meet the Holy Fam-ily, if not in extreme poverty, at least in 
such need that Mary and Joseph were obliged to toil with their royal hands for their daily sustenance and that of the 
Christ Child; we find them on journeys just because of this child, fleeing in torturing perplex-ity from powerful perse-
cutors into a strange, heathen country. This demanded decisive help, persevering action, and unfalter-ing courage. 

All these the delicate mother and virgin found in Saint Joseph. He was her guide and leader, her staff and support. 
Just as the People of Israel of old journeyed through the desert under the protection of the “pillar of cloud,” so the 
Holy Family travel from Nazareth to Jerusalem, to Bethlehem, and as far as the land of Egypt, under the guidance 
and protection of faithful Saint Joseph. This is why the old mosaics invariably represent the saint with a staff in his 
hand; it is the symbol of guidance, protection, and defense. 

How homelike, peaceful, and expressive of mutual love was the 
domestic life of the Holy Family in its willing submission to Saint 
Joseph’s fatherly authority! The reason for this happy fam-ily life 
was the unlimited regard of the saint for Mary. How his esteem 
and veneration for the virgin must have increased when he 
learned that she was unsurpassably holy and was even the 
Mother of God! His love for Mary, furthermore, was based upon 
this esteem for her. How every circumstance in the natural and 
supernatural order here combined to enhance this love for Mary 
in the heart of Joseph: the amiability and sanctity of his spouse, 
his own loving heart and intense realization of his responsibilities 
and God’s holy will! Besides God and the divine Child, no one 
was so loved by Joseph as was Mary. Here, indeed, the Holy 
Spirit Himself was the bond of love that united both hearts. 

From true love, peace and joy always arise. We have already 
seen how peaceful a character Saint Joseph was. Nothing dis-
turbed the peace and happiness of this earthly sanctuary. Even 
Jesus and Mary could find their edification in the calm, humble, 
and profound virtue, purity, and sanctity of Joseph. In the compa-
ny of the divine Child and of her spouse, Mary no longer yearned 
for the courts of the Lord in Jerusalem, where, as a child of the 
Temple, she had dedicated her youth to God. Here there was 
more than the Ark of the Covenant and more than the high priest! 

The happiest proof of how Joseph fulfilled all the duties and offic-
es of husband and spouse toward Mary is the naturalness and 
easy grace and childlike confidence with which she submitted to 
Saint Joseph’s guidance and could thus say with the spouse in 
the Canticle; “I sat down under His shadow, whom I de-
sired” (Song of Sol. 2:3). Just as the Israelite in Solomon’s time 
sat without fear, securely and trustfully, under his fig tree and 
vine, which nurtured him, so Jesus and Mary lived under the pro-
tection and loving care of Joseph. 
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