St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church

12001 69th Street East, Parrish, FL 34219

EASTER SUNDAY
WWW.sfxcparrish.com Home(@sfxcparrish.com 941.776.9097
OFFICE HOURS M,T, Th, F 9:00am-3:00pm Closed Wednesday

SCHEDULE OF MASSES PARISH STAFF
Daily Mass: T, W, TH, F - 8:30 AM Pastor: Fr. Joseph Gates
.. Operations Manager: Richard Lind
Saturday Vlgll: 4:00 PM Sacramental Coordinator: Chris Malone
Sunday: 8:00 AM & 10:15 AM Liturgy Coordinator: Lydia Herrera

Maintenance & IT: Ernie Nolder
Maintenance: Roger Rodriguez
Data Entry: Tom Moline

Music Director and Rel. Ed. Coordinator:
David Collins
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Mass Intentions
APRIL 19

+JOSEPH & VIRGINIA DelCastillo i
+STELLA EVANS K

Daughter Rosemary

KAREN & JOHN MAHONEY Ann.

Joe & Ginny DelCastillo
APRIL 20
+RALPH MORELLI
John & Rosina McFadden
+MERCEDES L. MARTINEZ &
+Ricardo L. Dimayuga
Maria Lardizabal
APRIL 21
+TOM DIREENO
Kay Grybash
+JOHN SADOWSKI
ERNONI BORJA BD
Joe & Ginny DelCastillo
APRIL 22
SHARON SIEMION
Arlene Ladell
+NATHALIE BROUDIE
Myra Newman

APRIL 23

+TERESA ULLMAN
MICHAEL FERRA
Antfoinette Mangini
APRIL 28

+ ANNA KIPPER
Anna Hoog

+STEVE HATTER
Family
PARISHIONERS

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS
First Reading: 42:Acts10:343,37-43
Psalms: 118:1-2,16-17,22-23
Second Reading: Col3:1-4

SACRAMENTS:

Contact the Office
Baptism: For registered and active parishion-
ers: Baptism instruction is
required for Parents.

Reconciliation:
Saturdays 2:00-3:00 PM
In the main Church Or by Appointment

Weddings: Must be arranged with the pastor
at least 6 months before the date desired.

Last Rites & Anointing of the Sick

Due to the Distance from Parrish
Manatee Hospital:
St. Joseph: 941-756-3732
Sacred Heart: 941-748-2221

Lakewood Ranch Hospital:
Our Lady of the Angels: 941-752-6770

Doctor’s Hospital Sarasota:
Incarnation: 941-921-6631

St. Patrick’s: 941-378-1703
*DO NOT WAIT TILL THE LAST MINUTE*




EASTER SUNDAY
Readings for the Week

Monday
261: Acts 2:14,22-23 Ps 16:1-20,5,7-11 M128:8-15
TUESDAY
262 Acts2:36-41 Ps 33:4-5,18-20,22 Jn 2:11-18
Wednesday
263:Acts 3:1-10 Ps 105:1-4,6-9 Lk 24:13-35
Thursday
264: Acts 3:11-26 Ps 8:2ab,5-9 Lk24:35-48
Friday
265: Acts 4:1-12 Ps 118:1-2,4,22-27a Jn21:1-14
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Church Office Re-opens
Tuesday—April 19th



EASTER SUNDAY

Dear Parishioners,

A wonderful and blessed Easter Season to you. A LEZT@}" -
As Pastor, I have been given a permanent role and h }:
station here at St. Frances Cabrini and I would like to ! E C P aStor

begin focusing on how we can move our Parish forward |©
to the future, especially in our recent Parrish growth. S
Looking in that direction, there a few topics I would like to give for your reflection.

. I am amazed at the growth rate of the Parrish area and the new communities
being built.

e Even through Covid we have continued to increase the number of new families to
our parish.

e While the Offertory has been building back up to what it was Pre-Covid, we have
been able to update a few areas in the Church proper.

e Wereceived a PPP loan, which was forgiven so we do not have to pay it back and
managed to keep our staff intact over the past year.

All in all, we are holding our own except that we have missed our monthly mortgage/loan
payments to the Diocese. Those payments consist of the following three.

e The mortgage balance for the Cabrini Center $244,946.30
o The loan to buy the corner property $74319.74
o The CFA deficit balances from prior years $207164.79

The combination total is $526,460.83 . When taking the sum of all three expenditures, the
monthly payment to the Diocese is $9,500.00 . As of today we have 627 active/registered
families in the parish. It is my hope that we can be debt free by 2023. To help our Parish
family get to this point, I asked our Business Manager, Richard Lind, if he could give the
Parish a break down between the debt number and active parishioners. If each family were
to contribute $1,000 we could cancel the debt and in addition use the $9,5000.00 each month
for continued improvements to our Parish.

I know that there will be some families and individuals who may not be able to meet that
number and there may be some who can give more. All I ask is that as you look over your
budgets in the upcoming months to see if there might be a place in your financial
stewardship towards St. Frances Cabrini. Whether it is a little less or a little more. As the
Gospels have told us, our Savior can work wonders by the gifts brought to him, just as he did
with the loaves and fishes. As soon as we are debt free, other projects can begin that will
make St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church a perpetual memorial of Catholics here in the
Parrish Community.

I thank each of you for your generosity, not only in tangible monetary form, but your
generosity of Spirit that you have shown me over the course of these two years, the kindness
you’'ve shown each other through this Pandemic, and all of the small things, whether it be a
smile, a wave at the potlucks, or just a chat under the portico to one another. All these things
tie us together as the Body of Christ, building the Kingdom of God here on earth through our
words and actions
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Please know of my prayers for you as we begin this journey together. Let us never lose hope
that we have a God that can work miracles and let us show him that we have that faith in him.
Thank you for your time and Blessed Easter.

Peace and Blessings

- Pr. ocept Gates

Supporting our Diocese Parish Focused Giving
Our Goal to support the Diocesan Offices, Helping to relieve our Parish of St
Missions, and Charities. Frances Cabrini Debt! .

100% /_\ Our Goal 100% Our Goal
980% "
$164,000.00 0% $526.460.00

80% 80%

70% 70%
60% 60%

50% For it is in giving that we receive. 50%
40% - Thank St. Francis of Assisi 40% . Thank
20% You! — , 20% You!

110% 10%

Raised so far: A ‘7 Raised so far:
$23, 149.93 T— $102, 225.00

All Ladies of the Parish are invited
to our Baby Shower Tea Party.

Saturday April 23 from 1-3PM,
in the Mother Cabrini Center.

There 1s no cost to attend but donations of baby
items are greatly appreciated.

Items needed: Onesies, receiving blankets, socks,
booties, hooded towels. sleepers or gowns.

Call Joan if you would like
to set up a table 941-900-9277




EASTER SUNDAY
Christ’s Call For Us to Stay Awake: Constance T. Hull

Down through the ages the Church has found herself re-living Holy Thursday over and over again. St. Peter, St. James, and St.
John enter the Garden of Gethsemane with Our Lord. As He prays in agony to the Father, the Apostles fall asleep. Our Lord warns
them to remain awake so they may not undergo the test. In other words, stay alert and spiritually prepare for we don’t know the
hour of His return or testing. We don’t know exactly when persecution will come upon us and we as the Church will once more
enter into Our Lord’s Passion. The Apostles continue to sleep despite Our Lord’s warnings for they were overcome with sorrow.
The hour He repeatedly warns them about comes much quicker than any of them expect, so they flee.

We are living in such times again today and a growing number in the laity and the clergy are growing frustrated with the hierarchy.
Many of them still seem to be asleep in the Garden as the hour of danger approaches. COVID-19 has served to accelerate great
divisions in our nation. It has led to major government overreach, some of which was welcomed by the Church. We forget too
quickly that the state can never be fully trusted to maintain proper respect for religion. We think our small acquiesces will remain
just that, small. We falsely believe that they will play fair despite the fact that history tells a very different story. We must always
remain alert.

COVID-19 has led many Catholics to wrongly believe that watching Mass on Sunday is good enough. | was saddened to see how
abysmal the Easter turnout was at my own parish this year. The highest feast day of the year and there was plenty of room to
spare at all of the Masses. This is what happens, however, when we spend a year telling people to stay home, or worse, that Mass
isn’'t a priority, but those shopping trips, family gatherings, group events, and even riots are acceptable over and above the
sacramental life.

This shouldn’t surprise us. For decades many Catholics have placed their Catholic identity and responsibilities behind everything
and anything secular. As a catechist, | watched many parents place their child’s sports above the Sunday Mass obligation. When |
was a child, we didn’t play sports on Sundays, but in this part of the United States it's common. Why should we be surprised that
many Catholics are “afraid” to go to Mass, but not to visit family, go to a crowded Walmart, or protest in large groups of people with
the support of their bishop who was denying them access to the Mass and the sacraments?

We suffer from self-inflicted wounds. That has been the state of the Church since her institution, but faithful Catholics are growing
more and more concerned about the state of things. Many bishops and priests seem to be telling themselves and their flocks that
everything will go back to normal. There is no going back. If the pandemic has shown us one thing, it is that we cannot live as
comfortable Catholics paralyzed by worldliness any longer. Our culture is going headlong into insanity and we will be their prime
target in the days ahead.

As this pandemic has raged on, diabolical forces have been allowed to spread fear, division, and an increased hatred between
peoples. Woke capitalism, critical race theory, transgenderism, and other ideologies diametrically opposed to our Faith have
spread like wildfire through the institutions that matter. While we’ve been playing a largely political game, we have ignored that big
business, big tech, academia, and the media are spreading dangerous ideologies that will come to a head in destructive ways in
the decades to come—if that long. Some in the Church have even embraced these ideologies even though they are incompatible
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Christian anthropology, and the moral law.

Meanwhile, we as the Church seem content pretending as
if nothing has changed, when in fact, everything has

changed. There is no return to what the Church was
WE ARE NOT CATHOLIC before COVID and thanks be to God for that. We were too

BECAUSE OF THE MORAL S| comfortable. We had forgotten that the Cross is central to

Y our Catholic Faith and that we cannot hope to reach

EXCELLENCE OF heaven without picking up our own Cross. Too many

N Catholics have been living a bland, superficial, and

OUR LEADERS. | sentimental moral therapeutic deism that has been slowly

GOD HELP US - destroying the Church from the inside. We cannot

evangelize a culture trapped in darkness with banality and

IF WE WERE. > a boring and vague call to be a “good” person any longer.
Whatever “good” even means in this context.

WE ARE CATHOLIC

' What is the answer in the face of these dark forces at
BECAUSE OF work? We are, after all, a people of faith, hope, charity,
3 joy, and peace. The answer is to seek holiness and to live

. the radical call of Christ. It is the saints who will show us
[AY/A) brlst the way. We must turn to them in these difficult days and
) » the days ahead. If we are not being spiritually fed or led by

CRUCIFIED AND RISEN ' our leadership—many are, but many are not—then we
must turn to those who gave their entire lives over to

FROM THE DEAD. Christ.
Bishop Barron
“Unless there is a Good Friday in your life,

there can be no Easter Sunday.”
— Ven. Fulton Sheen
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We also cannot afford to live our family lives on auto-pilot
any longer. We have become slaves to our technology
and our activities. Our families run from place-to-place or
are disconnected from one another because of the
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We are made for more. We are made for deep intimate
union with Christ and with one another. Christ does not
want us to mindlessly go through life staring at our
phones and televisions. This is why we must fiercely
combat the lie that watching Mass on television is good
enough. It was always a stop-gap.

It is the saints who show us just how radical of a call we
have been given. There is not a single canonized saint
who lived a life of comfort, pleasure, and ease. Every one
of them suffered in some profound way. They faced
abandonment, rejection, iliness, poverty, and persecution.

The saints understood that true joy is found in a life of

prayer, penance, and submission to God’s will over and t l gS
above anything else.

The saints knew what it was to be rejected by those they =y

loved because they followed Christ over the world. Their G K iClleSt('rtOIl

lives were conformed to Him precisely because they 1\\\ rathOfGnon
sought to be crucified with Him for the salvation of souls
and their own salvation. From saints in families who give
everything in service to their families and communities
through prayer and sacrifice to priest-saints in the image
of St. John Vianney, St. Charles Borromeo, and St. Padre Pio, the world needs us to become saints. We will be rejected and hated
for our Faith, even by brothers and sisters in Christ who choose the world over Christ. Regardless, lasting joy can only be found in
a life of holiness. It is saints who Christ uses to transform this broken world.

To start, it's time to return to Mass. It's time to place the sacramental life at the very center of our lives. For those who are high risk,
proper discernment needs to take place. For those who are not, why are you shopping, going to work, and visiting family and
friends, but not attending Mass? It is safer to be at Mass with safety protocols in place than it is to be at a gathering of friends and
family in close proximity without masks. Most viruses are passed through close contact with family and friends. The Holy Eucharist
is the very center of our lives. It is where Christ Himself comes to us in His body, blood, soul, and divinity. Why do we place Him
behind everything else in our lives? Why is it safe everywhere else, except with Him?

We cannot afford to falsely believe that things will return to the way they were before this pandemic. Our Lord, in His mercy, has
allowed this pandemic to lead us back to Himself. To draw us to the foot of the Cross and to invite us to be crucified with Him. It's
where we were supposed to be all along, but forgot in our comfort and ease. We forgot this truth in our desire to avoid suffering
and pain. So long as we continue to flee from the Cross, we will not be able to evangelize our culture. How can we be the antidote
to the diabolical fear that paralyzes our culture if we ourselves are paralyzed by that same fear? Christ commands us not to fear.
He is calling us to go out into the world and proclaim His death and resurrection, which conquers all fear, sin, and death. Our fallen
world is in desperate need of the Good News.

There is much we will face in the years to come. The next generation will be the most unbelieving and hostile to our Faith in our
nation’s history. Do we understand what this means for the Church and our culture? There is a crisis of priestly vocations and most
dioceses cannot keep up with the loss of priests due to retirement and men leaving the priesthood for a variety of reasons because
not enough men are committing to the priesthood. Do we understand what this means for the Church in the coming years and the
availability of the Sacraments? The status quo is failing to lead men to lay down their lives for Christ in the priesthood.

There are forces at work who will seek our ruin. This is foolhardy on their part, but it will cost us. Do we understand what is
coming? Why are we still sleeping when the hour is very nearly at hand? The hour of testing will come whether we are prepared for
it or not. Arise! Become the saint Christ is calling you to be. Abandon comfort. Pick up your Cross. Turn with your whole heart to
Him. Commit to prayer and penance because these two powerhouses change everything. Cling to the Sacraments. Only then can
we persevere through the tests He will require of us that will come much sooner than we may expect. There is no going back.
Thanks be to God for that! (Catholicsource.com)

“Even on the Cross, He did not hide himself from sight; rather, He made all creation witness to
the presence of its maker. Then, having once left it be seen that is was truly dead, He did not
allow that temple of his body to linger long, but forthwith on third day raised it up, impassible and
incorrupt, the pledge and token of his victory.” — St. Athanasius of Alexandria
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