


Gospel Reading�

Matthew 2:1�12�

The Magi seek out Jesus �

and do him homage.�

Background on the Gospel Reading �

   The visit of the Magi occurs directly before 

the story of the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt. 

Matthew’s Gospel tells a 

version of Jesus’ birth that 

is different than the one in 

Luke. Of the actual birth of 

Jesus, Matthew tells us lit-

tle more than, “When Je-

sus  was born in Bethle-

hem of Judea, in the days 

of King Herod . . . ” �

  The story of the census is 

found only in Luke’s Gos-

pel, but we hear about the 

visit of the Magi only in 

Matthew’s Gospel.�

    We know little about the 

Magi. They come from the 

East and journey to Bethle-

hem, following an astro-

logical sign, so we believe 

them to be astrologers.  We 

assume that there were three Magi based upon the 

naming of their three gifts. The Gospel does not 

say how many Magi paid homage to Jesus. In 

Matthew’s Gospel, they represent the Gentiles’ 

search for a savior. Because the Magi represent 

the entire world, they also represent our search 

for Jesus.�

We have come to consider the gifts they bring 

as a foreshadowing of Jesus’ role in salvation. We 

believe the meaning of the gifts to be Christologi-

cal. Gold is presented as representative of Jesus’ 

kingship. Frankincense is a symbol of his divinity 

because priests burned the substance in the Tem-

ple. Myrrh, which was used to prepare the dead 

for burial, is offered in anticipation of Jesus’ 

death.�

The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or 

“showing forth.” Historically several moments in 

Christ’s early life and ministry have been celebrat-

ed as “epiphanies,” including his birth in Bethle-

hem, the visit of the Magi, his baptism by John, 

and his first miracle at Cana.�

AMEN,�

Fr. Tria 

   Once again the generosity of the members of 

St. Ann are recorded and celebrated. The Outreach 

Program that provides food for the needy has to-

taled up its final figures for the year, and it is quite 

impressive. Through your financial contributions, 

the church’s donations and the private donations 

from members, we were able to provide a total of 

6333 bags of food to our friends and families in 

our neighborhood. �

That’s a lot of cereal and bread...and meat and 

soups and vegetables for the tables of those less 

fortunate, especially those in our parish neighbor-

hood. �

For more than 50 years we have heard the Lord 

say “I was hungry and you gave me to eat,” and re-

sponded to the call. For every box of cereal and loaf 

of bread that is one less child or senior citizen or 

homeless person who will go hungry.�

We have a solid group of people who work be-

hind the scenes, loading trucks, filling bags, distrib-

uting them and being angel helpers. They range 

from the teen seeking service hours to clients them-

selves who volunteer, and to the seniors with time 

to devote to the program. Led by Pat Bromley and 

her family, they work year round to stave off hun-

ger in our neighborhood.   �

When we look around our sanctuary we see the 

faces of those we know and love. Unseen are the 

many “family” members who know that when hun-

ger strikes, St. ���Ann will be there with friendship 

and love, sharing with those in need. At this 

blessed time of year, take time to say a prayer of 

Thanksgiving for our parish generosity and the 

wellbeing  of our extended family. �

God bless you every one!�

Baby formula    Ready to eat meals*�

Meat                    Pop top cans*�

Boost                   Breakfast Foods�

*especially useful for the homeless�
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SATURDAY, Jan. 4���������������     �

    5:00pm�                                                                      +��DORIS SHEEHAN�

  SUNDAY, Jan. 5 �

    8:00am��

�                                                                   

LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS 

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������                                       OF ST. ANN PARISH�

   11:30am      ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 16TH B’DAY OF KATIE WILCOX �

MONDAY, Jan. 6  ���������������������������������������������������������������                                           NO MASS   �

TUESDAY, Jan. 7     �

     6:00pm��                                                                            +GINA POUND�

�WEDNESDAY Jan. 8  ��

    7:00am                                                                              +BRANT SPEIR�

THURSDAY   Jan. 9��� ����

��� 7:00am��                                  +ANNIV. PUDGE & NORMAN FOWLER �

��FRIDAY  Jan. 10           �

  7:00am                                                                     +ERIC LESSMEISTER

�

NEXT WEEK 

CANNED 

VEGGIES 

 

   

REMEMBER � NO GLASS!�

Please place in the back of church �

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

THOSE WHO ARE ILL  

Please notify the parish office or Fr. Noel of the circumstances in 

placing a family member on our sick list. Usually, names will be re‐

moved after three weeks unless notified otherwise. Please ad�vise 

us when the need for prayer has passed. (* new name). �

Shirley Levan     Marjorie & Daniel Henry           William Cooper           

Lance Schriber             Ed Walsh                                 Haynes Cain                    

Karolina Bobek          Betty Bellefeuil                 Nancy Rogerson              

Edward Knowles        Stephen Hawkins               Karl Hyman, Jr.       

Hsin Yi Armstrong     Gil Tria (Fr.’s brother)        Aquilina Tria 

(Fr.’s mother)             Filipina Fullero (Fr.’s sister)  

The Sick of our Outreach Program  

SENIOR LIVING & NURSING HOME RESIDENTS  

The Carolinian -- Gerry Bauer, Lana Coban  

Faith Nursing Home — Victor Agoha, Paul Castellane,  

Tammy Boyette 

Gene’s Residential — Elaine Corey  

Elmcroft — George Laug, Mary Catherine McNamee    

Heritage -- Louis Gable, June Beatty 

Presbyterian Home —  Laurence Barnes,  Annie Miller  

Homebound—Barbara Pecca, Barbara Bate,  

Patty Warr, Florence Mack  

THOSE IN THE ARMED SERVICES  

**Jordan Hill - deploying to Afghanistan for 4th time 

Trevor Johnson          Jarrod Lettieri  

    Billy Brown              Cody Carpenter  

OUR EXPECTANT MOTHERS AND THEIR BABIES  

WEEKLY OFFERTORY   

DEC.28-29, 2019                                                  $TBA 

Poor Box                                                                       $TBA 

 

January 1, 2020                                   $TBA 

   In Bethlehem, Mary and Joseph were mem-

bers of the homeless population.�

I have always had a home. I have never won-

dered where I will sleep tonight or the next night 

or next week. How many people in the history of 

the world can say that? Not Mary and Joseph.�

I value the bed I sleep in. Often, when I climb 

between the sheets, I thank God for the simple 

cleanliness of it because I cannot imagine waking 

up to rodents crawling over my feet or insects in 

my hair.�

To be homeless can mean to live in someone 

else’s house for awhile. Or their stable. There 

might be a sleeping spot on the couch, or the 

porch, or in the manger. This kind of stress cannot 

be good for self�esteem. It must feel humiliating to 

say, “I’m not sure when I will have a job or when I 

will have enough money to move out on my own 

again.” It is a feeling of worthlessness that must be 

hard to overcome. Self�esteem is not always the 

things we think about ourselves, sometimes it is 

the things we think others think about us.�

Every week at St. Vincent de Paul I meet home-

less people. Sometimes they are staying at the 

shelter, sometimes they sleep on friend’s couches, 

and a few of them sleep in cars or under bridges. 

We try to help them get enough money together 

for rent, or we make some phone calls to find a bed 

in a shelter, or if all else fails, we give them warm 

gloves and a blanket. We also try to reassure them 

that they are beloved children of God. They often 

struggle to believe this.�

On that cold December night did Mary and Jo-

seph truly believe that they were the beloved chil-

dren of God? It must have been tough for them to 

see it in the moment. And it must have been tough 

for all of us innkeepers with the “no�vacancy” signs 

to see it, too.�

Jane Knuth is a longtime volunteer in the Society of St. Vin‐

cent de Paul in Kalamazoo, Michigan. In 2011, Jane's first book, 

Thrift Store Saints, was awarded first place from the Catholic 

Press Association for Popular Presentation of the Catholic Faith.�

SHARING HOLIDAY EATING�

A�s you enjoy the family get�togethers and parties that brighten 

this time of year… consider the poor and share your blessings. 

Leave your food donations under the table at the rear of the 

church. �

BECAUSE DEADLINES ARE SO EARLY, THE LATEST 

LISTING FOR LECTORS, ETC. HAS NOT YET BEEN PUB-

LISHED. IF YOU ARE INVOLVED IN THESE MINISTRIES, 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR E-MAIL. 



 For ad info. call 1-866-651-2111 • www.4lpi.com 16-0082

THIS SPACE IS

Contact Melanie VanOver to place an ad today! 
mvanover@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6554 

• Residential • Commercial
• 24 Hour Monitoring • Hardwire • Wireless 
• Music/Intercom • Cameras (CCTV)

Sales • Service • Installation
FREE ESTIMATES
Financing Available

843-667-8804

Is Your Home &
Business Secure?

DAVID 
LEONARD
PARISHIONER

PROTECTED BY

667-8804

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
www.LedfordsPestControl.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 1975

CALL US TODAY
FREE ESTIMATES
843.659.8640

Servicing Florence, Sumter, and Clarendon Counties

 Knights of Columbus
 Council 5194
 In Solidarity
 With Our Priests

For Information Contact:
Francois Barcomb

843.601.3405 0r fbarcomb@sc.rr.com

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths.’   Mark 1:3

 RENEW
 A CCD reminder- Bring your family 
 to confession.  We are invited to 
 renew our personal encounter with 
 Jesus each day. How better to 
 prepare for His coming than to 
 receive the gift of forgiveness? Make ready our hearts and 
 our lives; let the joy in the Gospels change the way we live.
 Keep Jesus as the center of our hearts, repent  and avoid the 
 traps of culture and self-interests.

Walters-Powell
 FUNERAL HOME
 Established 1893

400 S DARGAN ST
FLORENCE, SC 29506
843-669-6311

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Over 25 Years Experience!
Welding Repairs & Custom Projects

1454 S. Floyd Circle • Florence, SC 29501
843-407-4348

William P. Hatfield, Esq. - Parishioner and E. Hood Temple, Esq. 

170 Courthouse Square - Florence 
(843) 662-5000  www.htlawsc.com 


