CH

SUNDAY, APRIL 27,2025
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

MASS TIMES:
Daily Mass: (M-F) 7:30 am
Saturday Mass: 8:00 am

Thomas answered and said to him, "My Lord
and myGod!" Jesus said to him, "Have you

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm :
S daviCantession: 45 nmidds come to believe because you have seen me?
SR RSB S D WA S R Blessed are those who have not seen and

Sunday Mass: 7:30, 9:30’, 11:30 am, have believed." - Jn 20:28-29
2:00 pm (Polish First Sunday of Month)
4:00 pm (Creole Mass Weekly)

2157 CLEVELAND AVENUE FORT MYERS, FL | 239-334-2161 | WWW.STFRANCISFM.ORG




DIRECTORY

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH

2133 Heitman Street, Fort Myers, FL 33901

CLERGY

Pastor

Father Steven Clemente
Parochial Vicar

Father Robert Tatman
Haitian Ministry Parish Priest
Father Fritz Ligonde

Deacon

Deacon Nicholas Jurosic
Pastoral Emergencies

PARISH OFFICE

Monday - Friday
8:00a.m. -4:00 p.m.
(Closed 12 -12:30 p.m.)
239-334-2161
info@stfrancisfm.org

RELIGIOUS ARTICLES STORE

Saturdays: One half hour before and after the 4pm Mass
Sundays: 8:30 to 9:30, 10:30 to 11:30, for half an hour
after the 11:30 Mass

The store is closed while Mass is being celebrated.

SCHOOLS

St. Francis Xavier School
239-334-7707
www.stfrancisfortmyers.org
info@stfrancisfortmyers.org
Principal

John Gulley

Vice Principal

Jim Reynolds

Bishop Verot High School
239-274-6700
www.bvhs.org

239-334-2161

Website Facebook YouTube

PARISH MINISTRIES

Youth Ministry/EM/Altar Servers
Michael Reardon

Knights of Columbus

GK Terry Austin

Lectors

Pat Himschoot

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Angela Austin

Ministry to the Homebound
Freda Himschoot

Prayer Blankets

Marilyn Pelusi

Prayer Line

Ruth

Legion of Mary

George Sahyouni

Hope for Troubled Marriages
Retrouvaille

Villa Francisco (Senior Living)
Jeff Schwartz

OCIA Coordinator

Michael Reardon

Catholic Charities

Office

Respect Life Ministry

Noelle Pacer

PARISH STAFF

334-2161

673-8350

872-2752

334-9225

334-2161

278-0791

939-4287

565-8474

800-470-2230

332-3229

334-2161

334-4007

334-2161

Director of Religious Education & Youth Director

Michael Reardon
Accountant

Abby Castellanos
Parish Secretary
Freda Himschoot
Music Director
Shana Richardson

Instagram




SACRAMENTS OF MASS INTENTIONS

OUR FAITH April 26, 2025 to May 4, 2025

Saturday, April 26

8:00 A.M. * Gloria Bailey

4:00 P.M. + Victor Medore

Sunday, April 27

7:30 AM. + Holy Souls in Purgatory
9:30 A.M. Mary Jane Semcer
11:30 A.M.
4:00 P.M. * Mother Mary Frances
Monday, April 28

7:30 AM. * Dr. Stephen Hannan
Tuesday, April 29

7:30 AM. + Joshua Jackson
Wednesday, April 30

7:30 A.M. + Holy Souls in Purgatory
Thursday, May 1

7:30 A.M. + Mary Savino

Friday, May 2 : g .

7:30 AM. + LillianS. McArdle ﬁ(“i"’a‘:: \:3.?‘,
Saturday, May 3 pi' 4 '“&‘f«f
8:00 A.M. + Annina Castle Medore Y& Altar Flowers! “’*"“"‘Wa?t*
4:00 P.M. + Holy Souls in Purgatory 7 Victor Medore 5]
Sunday, May 4 i"'* By Kathleen Medore > ,‘
7:30 AM. + Emiliee Rindos 4 h ﬁié’
9:30 AM. *+ Living & Deceased of Klose famlF}‘ *;:.\
11:30 A.M. *+ Living & Deceased of McCarthy famﬂyi" Nie

2:00 P.M. * Margaret Rotolo

4:00 P.M. * Dallas Castellanos

-l- Deceased

¥ Living

Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of

Gerald McCarthy Liltian McArdle
by Kathleen Medore

* 4+

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE: Father John Muir

alt’'s common for Catholics to hear the question, “Why do | have to go to a priest to have my sins forgiven?” 've never
aliked that question because not only is it clunky (confession is the ordinary way for the pardoning of serious sins, not
alesser ones). But it misses the larger context: the wonderful origins of the sacrament itself. And this context is deeply
=Jewish.

.

EAnclent Jews associated forgiveness of sins with priests offering sacrifices in the Jerusalem temple. It was a solemn,
*public, and tangible way to access God’s mercy. So when the risen Jesus breathes on the Apostles and says, “Whose
ssins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained” (John 20:23), the upshot is remarkable: he is
athe new temple and his Apostles are the new priests. Jerusalem is no longer the place to find forgiveness from sin.
=Jesus’ body, the Church, is.

L]

L]

ESo why should we go to the Sacrament of Confession? For the same reason ancient Jews went to the temple in
=Jerusalem: to experience the intimacy, joy, and life-giving power of God’s eternal forgiveness.
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April Parish Activities

4/27/2025 10:00-11:15 AM Faith Formation XH
4/28/2025 6:00-7:30 PM Bible Study XHA
4/29/2025 10:00-11:30 AM Book Study - The Dolorous Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ MC
4/30/2025 9:45-11:00 AM Bible Study MC

May Parish Activities

XH - Xavier Hall
XHA -Xavier Hall Annex
CH - Church
MC - Ministry Center
R - Rectory
C - Chapel

Thomas to accept it. Do we

accept the proof we see of

God's love every day?

Date Time Event Location
Adorati f the Bl d

5/2/2025 12:00-1PM g R ey
Sacrament

5/3/2025 8:00 AM Mass followed by Anointing |C

5/4/2025 10:00-11:15AM Faith Formation Potluck XH

5/5/2025 6:00-7:30PM Bible Study XHA

5/6/2025 6:30 PM Knehts of: Columbus XH
Meeting

5/7/2025 10:00-11:30AM Bible Study MC

5/9/2025 12-00-1PM Adoration of the Blessed CH
Sacrament

5/12/2025 6:00-7:30PM Bible Study KHA

5/14/2025 10:00-11:30AM Bible Study MC

§/16/2025 12:00-1PM Adoration of the Blessed | .
Sacrament

. Respect Life Ministry

5/19/2025 1:00 PM Meeting MC

5/19/2025 6:00-7:30PM Bible Study XHA

5/21/2025 10:00-11:30AM Bible Study MC
P Blanket Minist

5/22/2025 10:00-11:30AM Ry sy o
Meeting

5/23/2025 12:00-1PM Adoration of the Blessed |
Sacrament

5/24/2025 3:00-7:00PM Knights of Columbus BBQ |XH

5/26/2025 6:00-7:30PM Bible Study XHA

5/28/2025 10:00-11:30AM Bible Study MC

5/27/2025- 6:00-7:30PM |NAMI Meeting National Alliance on Mental |, -
Illness

5/30/2025 12:00-1PM Adoration of the Blessed CH

Sacrament

MAY THE SOULS of
the FAITHFUL DEPARTED,

THROUGH the MERCY
of GOD, REST IN PEACE.

&)

1936 - 2025
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Pope Francis
1936 - 2025

Whenever we take a
step towards Jesus,
we come to realize
that He is already
there, waiting for us
with open arms.

POPE FRANCIS
1936 - 2025




WeShare

As was stated at our Masses recently, St. Francis Xavier's expenses occur continually
throughout the year. Whether you are a year-round resident or a seasonal resident who
returns every fall, your continued support of the parish is important and appreciated.

The parish has made WeShare an effortless way to continue to support our parish, whether
you are in Ft. Myers or away. If you have questions about how to enroll in WeShare, please call
the office or go to our website at www.stfrancisfm.org. You may continue to support our
parish while you are away and/or choose to donate more regularly.

To our seasonal residents... we wish you safe travels
and look forward to seeing you when you return.

T

L

.“'\‘ .*’ S : % W : ' 1"_ .' - S —
N ? > P The parish is reaching out for
r i - - l|'l
;{ b H i" J”‘ -4 A l/ kindhearted volunteers to bring
=" 4-, Holy Communion to those in
e 1}_ A heauhf’ul way 3.-.- " 7 hospitals and nursing homes.

This important work helps share
love and support with people
who may feel lonely or unwell.
By visiting them you can offer

) to honor a special friend or
i! .'.-1 ‘commamorate a special event

5
bt
-

"

the beauty of our worship service each §
Sunday The flowers are always given to = =

the glory of Ged first and then given in .;_

._'r

=G, A

?":’& memory or in honor of a person, or other * 3¢ %_ &

"‘ ial occasions such a ba. tism,

|

e hnhday, anniversary or wedding. The @"“ x

.8 cost of a dedication is $75. Please make
,‘.\ checks payable to St. Francis Xavier with L

= —i

<UL = “Altar flowers” put on the memo line. \“‘ o
' Please specify the date on which you S

< would like your arrangement ( :

R | memorialized,

‘.x. |

The altar flowers in the sanctuary add to \}"“

(2
/f,fy S A A 11 R

\& U ~ r:. L
= ‘75‘ _ _ A

comfort and a sense of
connection to their faith. If you
feel called to help thisisa

wonderful opportunity to make
a difference in someone’s life.

Call the office at 239-334-2161.
Help in spreading joy and hope
through this beautiful service!

ill? A ._quast part of your
or a stated amount of $5,000, $10,000,

$50,000, sure that the works of the parish
will con after yomr dpatb
Please call the Parish Office fore more information

- 239-334-2161.




A WALK WITH JESUS
FOR GRIEVING
PARENTS

Cost: J [
+§150/Person WEEKEND RETREA
Friday#ﬂay 2 - Sunday, May 4%

Double Oceupancy

« $250/Person Single
Occu

This Catholic (faith-based) retreat offers a safe place to seek peace and
comfort, and will be led by
Deacon Henry deMena and a team of parents who have walked this path.

™

FertilityCare

—_ LA

THE CREIGHTON MODEL FertilityCare System (CrMS)
offers an empowering approach to women's reproductive health care that is
safe from side effects, Iife-affirming, cost-effective, and clinically proven.

%

iy
> 3
o A

Upcoming Opportunities
Thurs, Mar 27, 6:30pm
Thurs, Apr 24, 6:30pm

Sat, May 17, 10am
Thurs, June 26, 6:30pm

Registration:

bit.ly/SGIntroSession

Questions: call B13-421-4625

To register, scan the QR
code, or visit the link
belows:

httpssiidioceseo fvenice.regfox.co
m/ 2025-grieving-parents-
weekend-retreat

For more information,

please contact:
Jim Giontis

Director, Department of
Evangelization
1941 ) 4864754
gontisidiocescolvenice. org

or email info@StGiannaCenter.com

Join us in the Ministry Center on Tuesdays
at 10 a.m. to discuss The Dolorous
Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ

The primary inspiration of The Passion of the
Christ, "The Dolorous Passion of Our Lord
Jesus Christ" by Blessed Anne Catherine

Emmerich offers a detailed, vivid account of
Jesus's Passion and Death, based on her
visions, and includes details about the Last
Supper, Agony in the Garden, Crucifixion, and
the Blessed Mother's role in redemption.
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WELCOM

Mr.
Mr.

& Mrs. Teddy Beaullieu & family

Frank Barcells & Laura Blanco & family

0- 04

Mr. Ean Michelet Francois
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Hennessy & family

Ms. Susan Bennett

Ms. Carline Cadet & family

Mr. & Mrs. John DiNardo

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Dolfi & family
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Eastlund & family
Mr. Ean Michelet Francois

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Piccirilli & family

Ms. Margaret Jimenez
Ms. Rose Andree Joseph
Ms. Joseline Joseph

Mr. John Kruk

Ms. Helga Strauch

VINE MERCY SUNDAY

THE FIRST SUDRNS¥S

ﬁl
obl:a.i.n t:omplat.-
forgivenessfoffsins and Vs hment .
@B@ﬂa&@ alll:h- divine |
floodgates] t.hzoughoul: which graces
flowfarefopened'. :.-tf-;:
itofldrawgnear tolM ,thoughits
fsinsibefas)scarlet . .. Mankindfwill
m&mmmﬁﬂlﬁﬁm
mmmc@mﬂ' /|

PlacefyourficompleteftrustfinfJesus.
GolltolConfession. ReceivelHoly
\CommunionfonfiDivinelMercy, Sunday .
M&:gﬁﬂammEa

EBI@‘"'E‘.‘D 1 to others,

SEIHIS actions, words, and
prtr'-rn '

B
‘wu2- TheniFonfthejourgFatherfbeadsly

AFTER EASTER

Bog.'in \with¥thelsign¥of} {31‘.'35'

1 ourfFather ®i¥Hai'l§MaryfandfThe]

hpmtln Creed™

. SAY following MuEternall

Beﬂzﬁﬁ'@tﬁomcsﬂ

NBTo0d ; Soul' and#DivinitySofRyour;

‘dearlyjbeloveds our] ESG‘.]

Jesus Chr
our! sins and those Gﬁ the] C’.’EDﬂCJ

following: “ForAthelNsakeFNoffHi's
sorrowful Passion) have) imercy on
us and on the|whole world:u
(Repeat step 2 and 3/ for all five
decades.)

. Conclude with tthr- imes) :

“Holy Gold, Holy Mighty One, Holy
Immortal One, have mercy on us
and on the whole world.”

‘desus, I teust in yaw” .



If you are beginning to dream about getting w you may also be thinking about where to hold
your wedding cer, . Every le wants t edding to be a memeorable event and wants the

ceremony to have a special meaning. The wedding day is one of the most important days in a couple’s
life. You probably have friends who have found very creative ways to celebrate this day. Some may
have selected natural settings such as beaches or mountains, or intimate settings such a parent’s or a

friend’s home.
If you and/or your fiancé(e) is Catlﬂlc}%ou are expected tom in a Catholic church unless you have
ch more than an obligation.

received permission to marry eg But marrying in a rch is
It’s an opportunity to hold a n that is joyful and meaningful, one that can have a positive

- r‘__ a,c‘ﬁ:n the rest of your mar, d life. -
What could be more romantic than penturies-old tradi alking down the aisle in a parish
church full of family and f -‘3 s W IS more reassuring for ouple than being surrounded by
the people who love,the give them ongoing supy i more meaningful than
reciting wedding vows h hristi dition® ﬁb s n we=inspiring than a rite
through which you entera { pand and wife and gives you an

In the Catholic tradition, anity. They are to be

. ambassadors.of God’s love - igh thei : [ bdeep love for us, and
X ! v
; they co ders marriage a

- e =:.;‘ ] , 1unity. ]

b

Tholic FAITH APPEAL

e Goal:
$155,000.00

e Pledged:
$90,510.15

e Total paid:
$76,840.15

e % of goal:
58.39%
To donate:
239-334-2161
stfrancisfm.org

Page 9



.
IT" "'-;.1

Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! On Saturday evening, April 19th, the faithful celebrated the Easter Vigil. The Mass started
in darkness as our Pastor, Father Steve Clemente, blessed the fire and lit the new, 2025 Paschal “Easter” Candle.
The Exsultet was proclaimed, the lights came back on and the readings followed. The church came alive at the
singing of the Gloria, as the candles on the Altar were lit and the bells rang continuously throughout as we
celebrated the empty tomb of the Risen Christ!

After the Gospel and Homily, the faithful were witness to several sacraments as many came into the church or
were fully initiated through Confirmation. During this time the faithful renewed their baptismal promises and
were sprinkled with holy water by Father Steve.

Congratulations to everyone who received a Sacrament that evening for the first time. Izaiah Ferreira was
baptized and his brother Elijah Ferreira who joined the Catholic Church by making a public profession of faith.
Mark Cook, Justin Shott, Dan Rumsey all received the Sacrament of Confirmation.

Then came the Liturgy of the Eucharist, where all those mentioned above (as well as Darion Arceneaux and
Savannah from the OCIA) received their First Holy Communion with the entire congregation. It was an evening of
joy as we celebrated Christ’s resurrection. Thank you all who spent the evening with us during the very beautiful
Easter Vigil Liturgy.

Happy Easter to you and your families!
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% 15% OFF PURCHASE
Wll'h this bulletin

MDMedAlert!™ -
At HOME and AWAY!

v Ambulance/Police  STRTNG AT

v Family/Friends 95
v GPS & Fall Alert $1 9 Imo.

CALL NOW!

800.8093570 & .

YOUR ATTORNEYS...YOUR NEIGHBORS.

Call (239) 334-1146
INgury Law, WiLLs, TRusTs AND ESTATES

YOURLOCAL

(E=T=p SEPTICAND
DRAIN EXPERTS

- SEPTIC PUMPING

-SEPTIC
INSTALLATIONS,
REPAIRS AND
REPLACEMENTS

-SEPTIC
INSPECTIONS

PREVENTATIVE

ﬂ%:: o ™ MAINTENANCE

www.algatorseptic.com

Serving SW Florida
for over 30 Years!

BOOK ONLINE at www.BookMySeptic.com/algator
OR CALL US AT 239-267-4541

Buy or Sell with someone you can trust.
201-456-1842
amanda@tolvecloses.com

-
s md-medalert.com 3‘, 7 e Mention “Parishioner35” to save $35.00
Amanda Tolve Jaes A. Michell, DDS
Realtor® Yolanda F. Mitchell, DDS

E

32 Barkley Circle
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Joseph P. Mitchell, DDS

COLDWELL BAMKER

7950 Dani Drive
Fort Myers, FL
239-275-5500 office

+ (239) 939-5556
. £ oy Mitchell Dentistry
ORI OL - -“‘vf General Dentistry

REALTY A D

Cosmetic * Implant

Restorative ® Family
www.MitchellDentist.com

RTISERS!

PARVEY
CAVENAGO

TORNEYS P

U

Heath Gelman, Esq., TriaI Attorney

Proud Members of Saint Francis Xavier Church and School for over fifteen years
(239)-334-0300
parveycavenago.com
12711 World Plaza Ln - Fort Myers, FL 33907

& Air Around
the Clock®

+ Sales « Service « Installations
« Duct Cleaning/Restoration « Attic Insulation

10% Off Repairs with Ad

License Number 22529
(239) 437-8900

9131 College Parkway 150
Fort Myers, FL 33919

No Dental Insurance‘?

Dr. Andrew Frey and his dental team provide affordable, comprehensive
dental care exclusively to Uninsured Adults in the Fort Myers area.

Dr. Andrew Frey, D.D.S.

valid with other offers. |

________________________________________________ Thank You For
i $79 i i i i $59 i Voting For Us As
: i P ' 1 Best Dental Clinic!
e :Complimentary:: _ Sv~ . .
1 15 1 I 1 & X-Ray !
1 [} [ | 1
:Excludesgumdlsease&: H second i1 (D0140,00220) | c{‘é‘ﬁnuﬁl‘,“;‘,‘;ﬁ,“g—
I patients with insurance 1 1 . . e . ! E:
17 New Patients Only - 1 1 1 -New Patients Only- 1 HO]C
:Must;\;ves:nlfgongnYNot: E oplnlon E EMustpresentcoupon. Noti AWARDS

1 [}

valid with other offers. !

Fort Myers

G

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com

16-0207



-0 HOUSE CLEANING

239-309-4507 ’“wﬁi Mary V. PALUMBO

We Cater

To Cowards ettt

Licensed & Insured \

e WiLLs AND TRUSTS
' 30+ Years Experience

North Fort Myers, FL

995-1588

s
¥ FREEDOM

ALTH
ONEILL FELIZ
Benefits Consultant
Lee & Collier Counties
239.478.0371
ofeliz@freedomh.com
www.freedomhealth.com

PAWVESE O« Cﬂmém& is
LAW FIRM Your f%am}#g.

Estate Planning
Probate & Trust
Administration
Business & Corporate

l"- 33 He mlr\ St.
rers, FL 3

JohnW. Mina, D.P.M., PA. ~
PODIATRIST (239) 768-6898
Bayshore Medical Plaza HARVEY-ENGELHARDT 6150 Diamond Centre Ct, #1102 « Fort Myers, FL 33912

Serving the Communi

239-936-2177 « www.harvey-engelhardt.com FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Your Friendly and Caring Attorney

r over 100 years

ESTATE PLANNING &
“|PROBATE LAW FIRM

SINGLE WILL FOR $250
SINGLE TRUST FOR $850°

Bring Your Bulletin! [:ﬂ"S“["l"ﬂ"Sl
$1 Donated for each Meal to the Church L (239) 266-2619

239-275-7850 | 4820 Cleveland Avenue

WWW.CELEJLAW.COM

12730 MCCGREGOR BLVD.
FORT MYERS, FL 33919

“Price does not in qmawapﬁ&m«wu rader
foe or associated recordi

8& SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILAPLE

Pre K-3 through Grade 8 , £ ;
239.334.7707 sEPrmncis Navier
www.StFrancisFortMyers.org

BISHOP VEROT

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

OPEN ﬁl‘?noumém

CATHOLIC VALUES + ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY - COMPETITIVE ATHLETICS
0ur2024 with 99% of

ourViking ondary edu
Jo n(he Verot fam Iy
isit www.BVHS.orgfor more information.
atty Holl Admissions Director « (239) 274-6760
Jeff Blair, Dire Advancement (239)-274-6788

' PEDRO L. SALIM LAW FIRM

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Immigration | Personal Injury | Criminal Defense

. Se habla espafiol © | W
OW.-FOR A CONSULTATIONI T =~ 17 .

il ——

salimlawfirm.com | (239) 219-0000 | Located within walking distance of Church & School

JOINT
IMPLANT
SURGEONS

OF FLORIDA

“The Best Surgeons in the Joint”

Davip E. EicHTEN, D.O., Parishioner
7331 College Parkway, Ste 300  Fort Myers, FL 33907
(239) 337-2003 ext. 9819

www.jointimplant.com
Fellowship Trained Joint Replacement Orthopaedic Surgeon

FLOOR COVERING

Carpet - Wood - Vinyl » Ceramic
Fort Myers | 239-936-6900
Locations in Naples & Punta Gorda

hesslerfloors.com

Ei v @ @ yelpt

e SCAN ME!

arishioner

Discount E—L;:?iﬁﬁ: %
e

Mowimy po Polsku @ E_a:r;ﬂ

HVAC INSTALLATION & REPAIR, AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES

Garage Mini Splits = Maintenance

ELECTRICAL SERVICES = BUILDING CONTRACTOR = COMPLETE INTERIOR REMODELING
Kitchens = Bathrooms =Cabinets = Painting - Flooring

Experienced Professionals = Quality European Workmanship
Customer Satisfaction - Reliable Services Since 1999

BEST PRICE GUARANTEE! PLEASE CALL US TO COMPARE BEFORE COMMITTING TO OTHERS!

1-833-533-HVAC | 239-287-6755 | protempmechanicalco.com

Local Parishioner Owned & Operated | FL Lic: CAC1819645, EC13012809, CBC1268138

@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com 16-0207



