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ST, FRAKCISIXAVIER

CATHOLIC CHURCH

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2025
THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

MASS TIMES:

Daily Mass: (M-F) 7:30 am Jesus said to Nicodemus: "No one has gone up to
Saturday Mass: 8:00 am heaven except the one who has come down from
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm heaven, the Son of Man." For God did not send
Saturday Confession: 2:45 pm-3:45 pm his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
Sunday Mass: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am; that the world might be saved through him.

2:00 pm (Polish First Sunday of Month) -Jn 3:13,17

4:00 pm (Creole Mass Weekly)

2157 CLEVELAND AVENUE FORT MYERS, FL | 239-334-2161 | WWW.STFRANCISFM.ORG




ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
D I R ECTO RY 2133 Heitman Street, Fort Myers, FL 33901

CLERGY PARISH MINISTRIES

Pastor Altar Servers 334-2161
Father Steven Clemente Michael Reardon
1ol A1l Eucharistic Ministers 334-2161
Parochial Vicar R
Wayne Dickie
Father Robert Tatman Lectors 872-2752
Haitian Ministry Parish Priest Pat Himschoot
Father Fritz Ligonde OCIA Coordinator 334-2161
Deacon Michael Reardon
Deacon Nicholas Jurosic Knights of Columbus 673-8350
Pastoral Emergencies 239-334-2161 GK Terry Austin
St. Vincent de Paul Society 334-9225
PARISH OFFICE Angela Austin
Respect Life Ministry 334-2161
Noelle Pacer
Monday - Friday Ministry to the Homebound 334-2161
8:00a.m.-4:00 p.m. Freda Himschoot
(Closed 12 - 12:30 p.m.) Prayer Blankets 278-0791
239-334-2161 Marilyn Pelusi
info@stfrancisfm.org Prayer Line 939-4287
Ruth
RELIGIOUS STORE Legion of Mary 565-8474
George Sahyouni
Sundays: 10:30AM to 11:30AM and 12:30PM to 1:00PM 3’;‘::;;:"‘:5;“ (Senior Living) 332-3229
. i . . war
The store is closed while Mass is being celebrated. Catholic Charities 334-8007
SCHOOLS office
Hope for Troubled Marriages 800-470-2230
Retrouvaille

St. Francis Xavier School
239-334-7707

www.stfrancisfortmyers.org PARISH STAFF
info@stfrancisfortmyers.org

Principal Director of Religious Education & Youth Ministry
John Gulley Michael Reardon
Vice Principal Accountant
Jim Reynolds Abby Castellanos
Bishop Verot High School Parish Secretary
239-274-6700 Freda Himschoot
www.bvhs.org Music Coordinator
Shana Richardson
Custodial

Roilan Gonzalez Valdez

Website Facebook Youube Instagram




SACRAMENTS OF
OUR FAITH
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MASS INTENTIONS
September 13, 2025 - September 21, 2025
Saturday, September 13

8:00 AM. + Don Atkins

4:00 P.M. + Benedetta Racaniello

Sunday, September 14

7:30 AM. + Arjane Valentin

9:30 AM. * Barry McArdle

11:30 A.M. + Shannon & Athena Rose Tomkins
4:00 P.M. + Bob Morrissey

Monday, September 15

7:.30 AM. + Remegio Rosales

Tuesday, September 16

7:30 AM. + Gilberto Young

Wednesday, September 17

7:30 A.M. + Walter A. Wachter

Thursday, September 18

7:30 AM. + Ernst & Milo Samedi, & Jeanne Lesperance
Friday, September 19

7:30 AM. + Ernst & Milo Samedi, & Jeanne Lesperance
Saturday, September 20

8:00 AM. + Henry & Helen Walter

4:00 P.M. + Cathy DelLorezo

Sunday, September 21

7:30 AM. * Julie Biffar

9:30 A.M. S/I Special Intention

11:30 A.M. + Gerald McCarthy

4:00 P.M. + Holy Souls in Purgatory

Deceased

%k Living

The 2026 Mass Book is open.
Please visit the parish office to schedule your requests.
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September Parish Activities

9/14/2025 |10:00-11:15 AM |Parent Orientation for Faith Formation XH XH - Xavier Hall
9/15/2025 [1:00 PM Respect Life Meeting MC XHA -xavler Hall Annex
CH - Church
9/15/2025 |6:00-7:30 PM  |Bible Study XHA MC - Ministry Center
; 3 : R - Rectory
9/17/2025 [10:00-11:30 AM |Bible Study MC C - Chapel
9/18/2025 |10:00-11:30 AM |Prayer Blanket Ministry Meeting MC
9/19/2025 [12:00-1:00 PM |Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament CH
9/21/2025 |10:00-11:15 AM |Faith Formation XH/MC LIVE THE LITURGY
9/22/2025 |6:00-7:30 PM Bible Stud XHA
22 esStd God did not send his son into the
9/23/2025 |6:00-7:30 PM NAMI Meeting (National Alliance on XHA world to condemn it.
Mental Illness) The cross is not a symbol of
9/24/2025 |10:00-11:30 AM |Bible Study MC judgment — the cross is what meroy
, looks like when itis lived out
9/26/2025 |12:00-1:00 PM |Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament CH How will we bring the cross into our
9/28/2025 [10:00-11:15 AM |Faith Formation XH/MC lives this week? How will we live the
, mercy which has saved us?
9/29/2025 |6:00-7:30 PM  |Bible Study XHA

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As the violent conflict in Gaza continues, a grave humanitarian crisis is unfolding,

with many Christians and innocent people struggling to survive. With this devastating
situation in mind, | write to you in appeal for our brothers and sisters in need in the midst
of these destructive evenls

The Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV, has expressed his concern with the situation
saying, ‘| am following with great concern the dire humanitarian situation in Gaza,
where the civilian population is suffering from severe hunger and remains exposed to
violence and death." Our Catholic Faith calls each of us to care for those in need, and,
at this time in particular, for those who are suffering in the wake of this ongoing tragedy

Recognizing the need of those who have been so severely impacted by the
conflict in the region, the President of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
has asked Dioceses throughout the country to take up a special collection to assist with
humanitarian aid in Gaza. Within the Diocese of Venice, the collection will be taken on
the weekend of September 20-21, 2025

Your generosity and your prayers for the people of Gaza are deeply appreciated
May Almighty God bless you and your families. Please continue lo pray for peace
throughout the world, particularly in the middle east.

in Christ,

Dewane
e Diocese of
Venice in Florida

Are you a parent of young school-age children who have struggled to engage with the Mass? Do you find it hard for
your little ones to make it through an entire liturgy?

We are excited to share that our 9:30 a.m. Mass in the Church is especially welcoming for families with children!
This joyful liturgy is beloved by school families and parents with young children. Children will be dismissed by the
presider following the Gospel. Children will be engaged in prayer, and lessons related to the theme of the
Sunday Gospel.

If you would like to assist in this ministry, call 239-334-2161.
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St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church joyfully invite you to join us for the installation of

Father Steve Clemente the Pastor.

This special Mass will be presided over by Bishop Frank J. Dewane and will mark a new chapter
for our parish community. Your presence will help make this a truly memorable and blessed
occasion.

@ Sunday, October 19,2025

@ 11:30 a.m. Mass

St. Francis Xavier

Catholic Church

A luncheon reception will follow the Mass in the parish hall,

where we can all extend warm wishes to Fr. Steve as he officially Fr. Steve
continues his ministry with us. Please come to this special mass
and reception to celebrate this historical event! Clemente

r----------------------------------- LR 8 N B & N N N 0} |

WELCOME fmur

If you would like to enroll, change your address, or if you simply have questions about our parish,
please fill out the form below and drop it in the collection basket or mail it to the Church Office:
2133 Heitman Street Fort Myers, FL 33901.

Name:
Street Address: City: State:
Zip Code: Phone Number: Email:

0 | would like to enroll as an active parishioner.

0 Please change my address to the one shown above.

0 I would like to learn more about school/parish activities.

0 | would like to learn more about the Catholic faith.

0 | would like to offer the name of a homebound or seriously ill Catholic who is not being visited:

0 | would like to speak with a priest about a vocation to the priesthood or religious life.

r----------
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Catechetical Sunday is September 2ist

1 Pet 3:15 is our theme this year for Catechetical
Sunday. We are all called to do this, especially our
Catechists.
your hOpC.” (1 Pet 3815) What is a Catechist?
———=x They are teachers who pass on our Catholic Faith to
children and adults.
Join us at the 11:30 Mass on Sunday, September 21% as
Father Robert commissions and blesses the Faith
Formation, Children's Liturgy, Youth Groups, and OCIA |
Catechists.

“f'\.l\-vays be ready to give an

explanation...for a reason for

We can use your help as a Catechist Assistant this
year. Please contact Michael at the Parish Office at
239-334-2161 for more information.

Carechetical Sunday

September 21, 2025

FAITH FORMATION, YOUTH GROUPS, AND
SACRAMENTAL PREP BEGINS SOON

Faith Formation for grades K-4, Middle School (5-8), High School (9-12), and Youth Groups (which is where
your child gets their Confirmation Prep) are Sundays at 10:00am in the Parish Hall. Parent Orientation is
Sunday, September 14" at 10.00am (parents only, please).

Classes for all the students start Sunday, September 21= at 10:00am.

St. Francis Xavier Students in 2™ grade or old who need First Communion need to register as well for just
Sacramental Prep.

Bishop Verot Students in 9" & 10" Grades need to register for High School Youth Group for their Confirmation
Sacramental Prep.

If you missed the Registration weekends this summer, you are still able to register. Forms are available at the
Parish Office, or fill out ALL 4 forms online at https://stfrancisfm.org/faith-formation/ at the bottom right of the
page.




BIBLE
STWULNY

Join us for an engaging Bible study focused

OCTOBER 4, 2025 on the Book of Revelation. This fascinating
10 A.M. Please join us n the text offers Erofound insights and ‘rhough‘r—
1.

back afitie chiohby provoking emes fbc’r are relevant today.
¥ Wory ok i Whether you're familiar with the scripture or
el et new to |T, our group welcomes everyone to
e explore its messages together in a friendly
fosit o and supportive environment. Come and
" deepen your understanding while connecting
with others who share your interest in this
powerful book.

This Book of Revelation Bible study will
be held on Wednesdays from 10:00AM
to 11:30AM in the Ministry Center.

ST. MICHAEL
STATUE o
DEDICATION L . &

Sunday, September 28" Fo L
at the 11:30am Mass y B(]b} (Q!Jl" RGfﬂC

Three beautiful Baby Quilts, handmade with loving
hands, with proceeds going to the Fort Myers
Community Pregnancy Center.

Tickets are available after the Saturday Upm mass and
after the 2:30. & 11:30 Sunday masses.

TICKETS $5 each. Or 5 for $20
There will be 3 drawings (one For each quilt)
Nl .on November 1, 2025

. Sponsored by the Knights ol Columbus




ORDER OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS

Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death; one life
is taken by suicide every 11 minutes in the U.S.
Suicide can result from untreated or under-
treated depression, panic attacks, drug/alcohol
abuse, or traumatic brain injury (TBI). Ending the
stigma that keeps many people from seeking
needed help is important. Journey to Hope Family
Support Group offers direction and hope to
family or friends searching for answers to help
their loved one with a mental health condition.
Facilitators are NAMI (National Alliance on Mental
Illness) trained.

We meet on Tuesda
September 23 at 6 PM in the S
Xavier Hall Annex.

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!

If you would like to be part of these helping hands please call the Parish Office, we are in
need of your help in many areas, including, Religious Education, Children's Liturgy,
Environmental and Decorating, Office help, Greeters, Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers,
Lectors, and Fellowship following the 9:30 am Mass on Sundays.

Please call the Parish office at 239-334-2161.




Fertility Care™ |Ra{e) =R
Upcoming Opportunities powe rfU I !,-

Sat, Sept 20, 10am

Tues, Oct 21 at 6:30pm Scan the QR code with your phone [
s or visit proyforbables.com/cpel
Registration: ond sign Up 1o receive text alerts
bit.ly/SGIntroSession the moment a CPCI client i in

most need of prayer.

Help chonge hearts and sove
lives, Join our prayer text chain

[Pimase pray for a client who is
CONSIDNNG oEgmion

Scan the QR code
to join the
prayer chain

Questions:
call B13-421-4625 or email
Iinfog@StGiannaCenter.com

September z4th- November and

YDAYS FORLIFE

HELP SAVE LIVES IN FORT MYERS!
40 Days Kick Off Event!

B . WEDMESDAT, SEFTEMIER 2480 st 8500 pm

Diapor Drive for Pro-Life Pregnancy Centars —
PLEASE BRING DOMATION SIZES 5 & 6

8 TOGETHERIN HOLINESS  siHnTRauLn
' NE LSS SR @%@

A CATHOLIC MARRIAGE ™™ 4.
CONFERENCE THAT
INSPIRES SPOUSES AND L:"

EMPOWERS PARENTS

OCTOBER 18, 2025 | 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
ST. JOHN XXIll CATHOLIC CHURCH
FORT MYERS, FL

REGISTRATION

Couple $64 | Childcare$5/child 4
Register by September 8 lo grab an Early Bir

For more information or to register,:

TOGETHERINHOLINESS.ORG/'

PRESENTEDBY  SJOHN[PAULII Q'ENLI\(E:E

FOR LIFE
rida

oﬁdm % Y

Sidewalk Counseling Training

Learn how to help abortion-vulnerable mothers CHOOSE LIFE

using the peaceful, prayerful, proven method of
Sidewalk Advocates for Life

¢

Saturday, September 20th from 8am-2pm
Ave Maria University

OR
Saturday, November B8th from Sam-2pm
St. John XXl Catholic Church, Fort Myers

Training 1 free. Lunch and work book provided
Online training also available!
Contact :

Bob Reynolds at rgrcons1@gmail.com OR
Cyrille Velasco at cyrillevelasco@gmail.com

Abuse Reporting
An allegation of sexual abuse of a minor by anyone should be reported immediately to:
Florida Department of Children and Families Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-96ABUSE (800-962-2873} or visit https:/reportabuse.dcf.state.fl.us.
If the alleged abuser is a diocesan employer/clergy/volunteer, also notify our diocesan
Victim Assistance Coordinator at (941) 416-6114. '
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GROWING
©PUZZLE Wi THE |

Unscramble words from today's Gospel:

Mocar lifted snake
perish save world

loved heaven desert co L 0 R

soMes M_ _o__s_ e__s_ Read the Gospel of the week and color the image
havnee ~— ____
e | o - - -
saken 09—
dseret = 0 _
levod @ 09— _
wrodl 9
preshi

seva P —

OMISSION

When you catch yourself doing something wrong,
stop. Ask Jesus to help you.

@ DECALSE VIBRANT Exaltation of the Holy Cross* John
O GOSPEL O PRAYER
God created the whole universe, God, thank you for saving me from my sins.

and God made you. When you
mess up, God is there to save you
God doesn't want anyone to get
hurt by sin. That's why he sent
Jesus. He wants everyone to come
to heaven, including you.




YOUR M'I'GRHEYS...YDUR NEIGHBORS.
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Call (239) 334-1146
INguRY Law, WiLLs, TRusTs AND ESTATES

www.algatorseptic.com

Serving SW Florida
for over 30 Years!

10% OFF PURCHASE

with this bulletin Real BBQ & Great Ribs

MDMedAlert!™ -
At HOME and AWAY!

v Ambulance/Police ST™RTNG A;5
+ Family/Friends
y $1 9 Imo.

 GPS & Fall Alert

CALLNOW! e
~

i

OR CALL US AT 239-267-4541

)

YOURLOCAL
SEPTICAND
DRAIN EXPERTS

- SEPTIC PUMPING

-SEPTIC
INSTALLATIONS,
REPAIRS AND
REPLACEMENTS

-SEPTIC
INSPECTIONS

- PREVENTATIVE
MAINTENANCE

BOOK ONLINE at www.BookMySeptic.com/algator

Mention “Parishioner35” to save $35.00

800.809.3570 .
4 md-medalert.com
Amanda Tolve
Realtor®
Buy or Sell with someone you can trust.
201-456-1842
amanda@tolvecloses.com

4o
COLDWELL BANKER PORT r‘!‘.*,)‘;‘_'
REALTY A D RTISERERT

7950 Dani Drive
Fort Myers, FL
239-275-5500 office

James A. Mitchell, DDS
Yolanda F. Mitchell, DDS ﬂ [ ]
Joseph P. Mitchell, DDS g EY

32 Barkley Circle
Fort Myers, FL 33907

(239) 939-5556

Mitchell Dentistry
General Dentistry
Cosmetic * Implant

Restorative ® Family
www.MitchellDentist.com

PARVEY
CAVENAGO

)RNEYS, P

%

Heath Gelman, Esq., TriaI Attorhey

Proud Members of Saint Francis Xavier Church and School for over fifteen years
(239)-334-0300
parveycavenago.com
12711 World Plaza Ln - Fort Myers, FL 33907

Air Around
the Clock®

+ Sales « Service « Installations
« Duct Cleaning/Restoration « Attic Insulation

10% Off Repairs with Ad

Dr. Andrew Frey, D.D.S.

License Number 22529
(239) 437-8900 :
9131 College Parkway 150 i

Fort Myers, FL 33919 i with v fer. |

No Dental Insurance‘?

Dr. Andrew Frey and his dental team provide affordable, comprehensive
dental care exclusively to Uninsured Adults in the Fort Myers area.

________________________________________________ Thank You For
$79 i i $59 i Voting For Us As
[} [} 1
i i i 1 Best Dental Clinic!
Adult Exam&X-Raysi Ecompllmentaryi E Emergency Exam E =
(00150,D0210) 1 ' & X-Ray '
[ } LI} 1
ExctludteSgL{rt?dlsease&: i Second E i (D0140, D0220) E Pl
atients with insurance . . ) ‘ : E:
P New Patients Only - | } 0p|n|0n H :Mu-slil;\:gzggfgéiggrllyl:lot: ﬁ?&%
1 LI ] g 1
1 i 1
1 [}

valid with other offers. !

Fort Myers

e

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com

16-0207



Mary V. PALUMBO

HOUSE CLEANING

= - £
We Cater 239-309-4507

WiLLs AND TRusSTS
30+ Years Experience

(239) 768-6898

Your Friendly and Caring Attorney
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

6150 Diamond Centre Ct, #1102 - Fort Myers, FL 33912

Fernanda
Licensed & Insured

HARVEY-ENGELHARDT

Funerel & Cremation Services

To Cowards

JohnW. Mina, D.P.M., P.A.

PODIATRIST

Bayshore Medical Plaza
88-2 Pine Island Rd.
North Fort Myers, FL

995-1588

Serving the Community for over 100 years

239-936-2177 » www.harvey-engelhardt.com

s
¥ FREEDOM

ALTH
ONEILL FELIZ
Benefits Consultant

Lee & Collier Counties
239.478.0371
ofeliz@freedomh.com
www.freedomhealth.com

("|_|ESTATE PLANNING &
7| PROBATE LAW FIRM

|

SINGLE WILL FOR $250
SINGLE TRUST FOR $850°

(FREE)CONSULTATIONS!
¢ (239) 266-2619

Bring Your Bulletin!
$1 Donated for each Meal to the Church
239-275-7850 | 4820 Cleveland Avenue

Our Experience is

Your 1%4»:»"}?&

Estate Planning
Probate & Trust
Administration
Business & Corporate

PAVESE
LAW FIRM

1833 He mlr\ St.
Fort M\( s F

WWW.CELEJLAW.COM

12730 MCGREGOR BLVD.
FORT MYERS, FL 33919

*Price dows not in -cmdrruwhcm st trarsfer

BISHOP VEROT

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

CATHOLIC VALUES + ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY - COMPETITIVE ATHLETICS
0ur2024 with 99% of

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Immigration | Personal Injury | Criminal Defense

1| CALLINOW-FOR A CONSUITATIONI (= -

Se habla espaiiol iy

‘ .f..-.‘ ., ——— o

salimlawfirm.com | (239) 219-0000 | Located within walking distance of Church & School

JOINT
IMPLANT
SURGEONS

OF FLORIDA

“The Best Surgeons in the Joint”

Davip E. EicHTEN, D.O., Parishioner
7331 College Parkway, Ste 300  Fort Myers, FL 33907
(239) 337-2003 ext. 9819

www.jointimplant.com
Fellowship Trained Joint Replacement Orthopaedic Surgeon

FLOOR COVERING

Carpet - Wood - Vinyl » Ceramic
Fort Myers | 239-936-6900
Locations in Naples & Punta Gorda

hesslerfloors.com

Elv @@ynlp*‘.t

SCAN ME!
E oy hﬁ@

e B
e

Par_ishioner
Discount

Mowimy po Polsku

HVAC INSTALLATION & REPAIR, AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES

Garage Mini Splits = Maintenance

ELECTRICAL SERVICES = BUILDING CONTRACTOR = COMPLETE INTERIOR REMODELING
Kitchens = Bathrooms =Cabinets = Painting - Flooring

Experienced Professionals = Quality European Workmanship
Customer Satisfaction - Reliable Services Since 1999

BEST PRICE GUARANTEE! PLEASE CALL US TO COMPARE BEFORE COMMITTING TO OTHERS!

1-833-533-HVAC | 239-287-6755 | protempmechanicalco.com

Local Parishioner Owned & Operated | FL Lic: CAC1819645, EC13012809, CBC1268138

e

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com

16-0207



