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GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
January 5, 2025 The Epiphany of the Lord Matthew 2:1-12

Have you ever wondered why the Magi had gold, frankincense, and myrrh? Matthew’s Gospel
tells us, “Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh” (Matt. 2:11). Why are these things their “treasures”? One possible answer is they were
magicians and astrologers, and these three items were the tools of their questionable trade. In of-
fering them to Christ, they demonstrate that they will cease using such items to predict or control
life. They place this baby-king, the God of Israel, at the center of their lives, and not their own de-
vices of control, manipulation and prediction.

Isn’t that what we need to do, too? Consider, for example, the magical power of money, symbol-
ized by the magi’s gold. Seemingly whatever we ask of money, it does. It wields a god-like power
over the world. It can predict the future by guaranteeing better outcomes for us — which is why it
1s such a tempting alternative to trusting in God. The problem is such absolute trust in money en-
slaves us to the economic forces that make money so powerful. In paying homage to Jesus with
“gold” (i.e., tithing), we participate in his authority over (and therefore freedom from) the magical
sway of money.

What things in your life do you use to predict or control your future? What in your life seems to
give you power over the world? Those are your treasures. Are you tired of feeling enslaved to them?
Find a way to open them and give them to Christ, and you will be freer.

— Father John Muir ©OLPi

Readings for the week of On Mission Podcast Episode 122
January 5, 2025

Featuring

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10- Father Pedro Camilo Simoes
11, 12-13 (see 11)/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 discussing his book

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10- “Divine Threads:
12a/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

My Journey of Faith and Blessings”

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7- In this episode of the On Mission

8/Mk 6:34-44 Podcast, Sarah Harrigan Scalfaro,
Wednesday: 1Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12 || Chris Pierno, and Fr. Frank Donio, S.A.C.
-13/Mk 6:45-52 are joined by Fr. Pedro Camilo Simoes,
Thursday: 1Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps72:1-2, 14 S.A.C. to discuss his book, Divine Threads,
and 15bc, 17/Lk 4:14-22a and how God has been quietly present

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14. | | tProushout his life.
15, 19-20/Lk 5:12-16 Episode 122 can be found on all pod-

1 ink: h /]
Saturday: 1Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1.2, 3.4, || 25 SETVrs O 4% WS Wb T bbS
5 and 6a and 9b/Jn 3:22-30 ]

onmission/divinethreads.
Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3
-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 (1)/T1 2:11-14; 3:4-7/
Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

On Mission is produced by the Catholic
Apostolate Center. Also listen to Fr.
Frank’s weekly reflection and recent

blogcasts.
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Intentions Office

Sat, 1/04

St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, Religious

Janet Fitchko—Healing Closed

For the St. Luke Parish Family

Fr. Richard Rosin

Sun, 1/05

The Epiphany of
the Lord

Donald Waldt Closed

Steven Arpaia

For the St. Luke Parish Family

Queteria Simoes

PRAYER - FOR EVERYDAY
AND EVERYBODY

Prayer of Rejoicing

Fill our hearts, Lord,
with rejoicing as we seek
and discover You. Your ways
are full of wonder, glory, sur-
prise, and joy.

Amen.

Mon, 1/06

St. Andre Bes-
sette, Religious

Kathy Eickenhorst

Tues, 1/07

St. Raymond of
Penyafort, Priest

Living & Deceased Members of 8:30 am to

the Conte Family 12:30 pm

Wed, 1/08

8:30 am to

Nanchine McManus 12:30 pm

Thurs. 1/09

8:30 am to

Sister Briege McKenna 12:30 pm

Fri, 1/10

8:30 am to

Esperance & Domnic 12:30 pm

Adoration

Sat, 1/11

Antonio Fernandes Closed
Sebastiao Fernandes

Patti & Egan Arenberg

Stephen Weber
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Epiphany

Question:

Besides the Wise Men, what is significant about the Epiphany?

Answer:

Epiphany means “manifestation,” or public display. The feast is usually celebrated January 6.
In the US, it is celebrated on the Sunday nearest to January 6. It originates from a story unique
to Matthew (2:1-12). Magi from the East come to offer homage to the newborn King, presenting
him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

This part of Matthew’s infancy narrative differs from Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus. In
Luke there are no Magi, star, nor gifts. Luke has Jesus being born in a stable after Mary and
Joseph’s long travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Matthew seems to have the family living in a
house in Bethlehem, where the Magi find them.

Why these differences? They stem from the needs and concerns of the audience the authors
were addressing, as well as the theological stance of each author. Knowing the original intention
helps get at the correct interpretation of the text.

Since Matthew was writing primarily to a Jewish community, his concern was to show that
Jesus did not come just for Jews, but for Gentiles as well. From his very birth, Jesus not only
manifests himself to Jews, but also to Gentiles, who are prominently included in the manifesta-
tion, symbolized by the Magi and their journey. This is the most significant aspect of the feast of
Epiphany. How do you manifest Jesus to all with whom you come into contact? ©LPi1

Everyday Stewardship

“The Story of the Other Wise Man” by Henry Van Dyke was first published in 1895. It tells
the fictional story of Artaban, a fourth wise man who began a journey to visit Jesus, the new-
born King. Unlike his fellow Magi, he failed to make it there for the birth of Jesus because he
kept pausing to help various people in need. In fact, it took him about 33 years of searching be-
fore his quest comes to an abrupt end when he is hit in the head with a falling roof shingle. His
final breath takes place in Jerusalem near the place where Jesus is being crucified. As he lies
dying, he hears the voice of Jesus telling him that the gifts he has given all along the way to “the
least of these” he has actually given to Jesus himself.

If you have never read this story or seen the made-for-television movie based on the tale, you
really should seek it out. It is a story that reminds us of a profound truth: Jesus himself rests in
the lives of all those around us in need. In the story, it was the wise man’s constant response to
a stewardship call that prevented him from getting where he wanted to go. In the end, where he
needed to go was more significant than where he thought he should go.

If we live lives of generosity and graciousness, we may find ourselves on constant detours
from the road on which we are traveling. It is in the detours and the unexpected circumstances
of our journey that often times we find our true purpose in life. We think God is somewhere we
must travel to, when in reality, God is closer than we think in the least likely of places.

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Share Christ Fellowship with fellow Parishioners.

Sunday, JANUARY 5

KOFC OPEN HOUSE

Building the Domestic Church

Strengthening Our Families, Ministries,

and Parish.

(and every first Sunday)

IN THE PARISH HALL

Available after 8:00 am
and 10:00 am Mass

KofC invites all families and ministries to join us in building the
Domestic Church. Together, we can live our faith boldly and bring
hope to our community.

When: Saturday, January 16%, 2024, Special Participation
Tirme: 8:00 am untll 11:30 pm. Fr Pedro Camilo
Where: St Luke Parish Hall simoes

Who: Everyone Is welcomal!

. Knights of
Y Columbus

There will be refreshments and sweets will be served.

An Initlative by St Luke Councll 12186

ZE= Knights of
aletey Ny Columbus’
51 Liika Council 812156 p

MARRIAGE JUBILEE MASS 2025
The Marriage Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving will take place at the Cathedral of St.
Jude the Apostle on Sunday, February 9th at 3:00pm.

This event honors couples throughout the diocese who will celebrate their 25th or
50th Anniversary as well as those celebrating 51 or more years of marriage dur-
ing the 2025 calendar year.

Please RSVP by calling our parish office by Wednesday , January 15th.

Marriage and Family Life

Together in Holiness Marriage Conference
Married and engaged couples are invited to the second annual Together in Holi-
ness marriage conference on March 8, 2025 from 8:30 am — 3:30 pm at St. Paul
Catholic Church in Tampa, FL. This one-day conference will help you strengthen your
relationship with your spouse and discover God’s plan for your family. Registration:
$64/couple and $5/child for on-site childcare. An Early Bird discount is available through
January 20 as well as scholarships upon request. This conference is presented by the St.
John Paul IT Foundation and the Diocese of St. Petersburg.

For more info, visit togetherinholiness.org/stpetersburg or
email cameron@forlifeandfamily.org.
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Parish Life

You Can Make a Difference by Joining a Parish Ministry

You can teach a child about Jesus. You can proclaim God’s word, sing in the choir or serve the
Eucharist to fellow parishioners at mass or as home. You can drive people to appointments or may-
be bring them to mass. You can be the voice and face of the Parish by volunteering in the office. In
all of these efforts and others you will not only be serving God our Parish, but will grow closer to
other parishioners.

To help introduce you to the various ministries we will have a Ministry Fair on
Saturday, January 11th after the 4:00 pm Mass and Sunday, January 12th after the

8:00 am & 10:00 am Masses. Refreshments will be served.

I urge you to read about our ministries on the parish website and pray fully consider how God is
asking you to serve Him and His Church by joining us.

SCHOOL OF FAITH REGISTRATION OPEN
Classes - Sunday 11:15am to 12:30pm immediately
after the 10 AM Mass
Registration forms available at:
stlukealderman.org
or stop by the Parish Office to pick them up.

Once completed please bring to School of Faith Office
on Sundays immediately after 10am Mass.

ST. LUKE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Celebrating over 35 years of
Quality Catholic Preschool Education!
Now Registering for the 2024-2025 School Year
Serving Children Ages 2-5
FREE VPK
Science, Lunch Bunch and More!
www.StLukeECC.com (727) 787-2914

The Next Meeting of the GUARDIAN ANGELS CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Ladies Auxiliary is A STREAM Certified School
Tuesday, January 7, 2024
@ 7:00pm in the Parish Hall.

Now enrolling K-Grade 8

_ ) Contact Danielle Lutkenhaus to schedule your
All Ladies of the Parish are welcome to tour today!

attend
Phone: 727-799-6724; email: dlutken-

Please join us and bring a friend! haus@gacsfl.com

St. Luke The Evangelist Catholic Church, Palm Harbor Florida
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OUR FACILITY RENOVATION PLAN

The next phase of our renovation plan for the Sanctuary was given the green signal by the Diocese. This will be ex-
clusively about the worship space, social gathering place, store rooms, part of the office space, accessibility to bath-
rooms on both sides of the church, cry room for our young families, etc. We will do the best with what we have by way
of resources.

Unfortunately, we do not have financial resources to tackle the final phase of our project. This phase is about our
parking lot and better development of our grounds. We will continue our effort to raise funds keeping in mind this
goal. We have to bring this project to completion. Together we have made it so far; by our sacrifices we can bring it to
completion. Building Fund - Second Collection - January 11 & 12, 2025

Support our advertisers, without them, our bulletin would not be possible

(> FLORIDA CANCER Thomas W. Rezanka Esq
K SPECIALISTS Serving Others Since 1980

Elder Law & Estate Planning

David T. Wenk, MD Probate & Trust Settlement
ABIM Board Certified: Durable Powers of Attorney

Last Wills & Living Trusts
Near Nebraska & US 19

787-3020 o fperience
FLWillsandTrusts.com

Medical Oncology ® Hematology e Internal Medicine
9320 State Road 54, Trinity, FL 34655
(727) 842.8411 o Fax: (727) 847.2923

FLCancer.com/Wenk
: i - SUPPORT OUR PARISH
2 | v Loc:uwmnadimorthi printing of
u . r n.
£ :um.wmdm

Handyman - Home Improvement Services:
o Tile ¢ Repairs/Maintenance

LET US PLACE * Drywall « Installation

e Painting e And more...

YOUR AD HERE (e

Gabriel Himbera | (813) 841-0722 | gabrielhimbera@gmail.com

Dr. John R. Hamill, Jr., M.D.

Parish Member - St. Luke’s
BOARD CERTIFIED DERMATOLOGIST
PROFESSOR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF

SOUTH FLORIDA

34918 US. Hwy 19 N.
Palm Harbor, FL 34684
(727) 772-7360

Advocacy for the aging. Meeting all your

care needs with dignity, professionalism, Skin- Cancer | Diseases of the Skin,
& honesty, comprehensive in home care. Hair & Nails | Rashes & Acne

THE FRAN HAASCH LAW GROUP

727-784-8191 www.LawFran.com
@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com 16-0268




heMissions

PG TUEDAY

December 3rd
2024

#GiveTo

tpms.igivecatholic.org

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT =t s
ORGANIZATION NEED 2" "<
ANEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community.

Visit Iplcommunities.com

MDMedAlert!™

v Ambulance/Police ~ S™™¢ AT
v Family/Friends $1 Im
v’ GPS & Fall Alert

w= 800.809.3570 3
2 4 md-medalert. com ’

catholicmaich’
Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL

Corner of Alt. 19 &
Florida Ave.

787-5588

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

~— WEAPPRECIATE OUR ADVERTISERS!

17757 US HWY

H 19N, Suite 325
Clearwater,
IlumL Ilmllll FL 33764

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational
Therapy, Speech Therapy, Psychiatric Skilled
Nursing, MSW & other specialty programs

We Serve Pasco, Pinellas & Hillsborough Counties
Lic# 299992560

Ph:727-343-6462 « Fax: 727-255-5230 - hygeiahhc.com

ORTHODONTICS

for Children, Teens & Adults

- Dr. Paul’s Promise. ..
§ To those who walk through our door...
We Pledge Care

Paul L. Caputo D.D.S
Excellence In Comprehensive Denu:tn
J,i 3490 East Lake Rd. « Palm Harbor 34685
727-789-1333

Dr. William Kochenour

Orthodontic Specialist for Children & Adults

727-796-2456

www.DrKochenourandAssociates.com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Peter Stewart

pstewart@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6123

Meadowlawn
Funeral Home
& Memorial
Gardens

(727) 849-9281
meadowlawnfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES
5228 Trouble Creek Rd, New Port Richey, FL 34652
(727) 845-1957
www.michels-lundquist.com

. www.IngraminjuryLaw.com i
Injured? Call us TODAY!
Bosrd Caviified Civil Trial Lawyer - Afforney Tim Ingram, Sr.

ner of Tampa Rd.
&U.S. 19

787-8472

Parishioner

5% Discount on all Repairs W/Ad

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com

16-0268




