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“The

Queen
stands at

YOUR RIGHT
HAND,
arrayed in

gold. ”
PSALM 45

Mass Weekdays:
Monday—Saturday
8:00 a.m.
Mass Weekends:
Saturday
4:00 p.m. Vigil
Sunday
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m. Traditional Latin Mass

All Masses are Livestreamed at
St. Anthony’s Facebook page

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception by Bartolome Esteban Murillo (1618-1682, Spain)

Reconciliation:
Saturday 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. or
by appointment by calling
the parish office
Sacrament of the Sick:
After Mass or upon request.
Please call the office in advance.
Marriage Preparation:
Please call the office at least
six months prior.
The best Catholic content
all in one place. Register at
www.FORMED.org
Access Code: 4KR96N

Welcome to
St. Anthony the Abbot
Catholic Church
We are a Catholic community
dedicated to growth in Faith,
Prayer, and Service.
20428 Cortez Blvd.
Brooksville, FL 34601
www.stanthonytheabbot.org
parishoffice@stantchurch.org
(352) 796-2096
(352) 796 -7144 fax

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

AUGUST 15, 2021

Mass Intentions and Weekly Readings
Mass Intentions

Saint John Eudes

Saturday, August 14
4:00 p.m. Elsa Valladares & Family †

DATES: 1150-1224

Sunday, August 15
8:00 a.m. Living and Deceased
Members of St. Anthony
the Abbot Parish
10:00 a.m. Jack Jensen †
11:30 a.m. Rosa Abusaid †

“Let us therefore give
ourselves to God with
a great desire to begin
to live thus, and beg
Him to destroy in us
the life of the world of
sin, and to establish
His life within us.”

Monday, August 16
8:00 a.m. Elsa Valladares & Family †
Tuesday, August 17
8:00 a.m. Giles Adlao †
Wednesday, August 18
8:00 a.m. Giles Adlao †
Thursday, August 19
8:00 a.m. For an End to Abortion and
Euthanasia
Friday, August 20
8:00 a.m. Elsa Valladares & Family †

Saturday, August 21
8:00 a.m. Giles Adlao † 
4:00 p.m. Christopher Strmensky †
Sunday, August 22
8:00 a.m. Living and Deceased
Members of St. Anthony
the Abbot Parish
10:00 a.m. Jeanette Pepe †
11:30 a.m. Doug Bonin †
AND

ST. BERNARD, ABBOT
DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
1090-1153
FEAST DAY AUGUST 20

FEAST DAY— AUGUST 19

—Saint John Eudes

F

or 20 years, this Oratorian priest preached the
basics of the faith to unschooled
Catholics
across
northern France, distinguishing
himself especially by serving the
sick during epidemics of the
plague. But in 1643 he left the
French Oratory and with companions founded a new congregation of priests whose charism
was the training of priests. The

Congregation of Jesus and
Mary, also called Eudists, was
reconstituted after the French
Revolution and today specializes in secondary education.
John, devout from childhood,
helped spread devotion to the
Sacred Heart and was the first
to call for an official feast day.
He also organized an order of
nuns to care for former prostitutes. He was canonized in
1925.

Copyright ©2021 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC. All rights reserved.

Readings for the week of August 15, 2021
Sunday, August 15, Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2; Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14; 1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28
Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16; 1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56
Monday, August 16, Weekday [Saint Stephen of Hungary]
Jgs 2:11-19/Mt 19:16-22
Tuesday, August 17, Weekday
Jgs 6:11-24a/Mt 19:23-30
Wednesday, August 18, Weekday
Jgs 9:6-15/Mt 20:1-16
Thursday, August 19, Weekday
[Saint John Eudes, Priest]
Jgs 11:29-39a/Mt 22:1-14
Friday, August 20, Memorial of Saint Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the Church
Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Mt 22:34-40
Saturday, August 21, Memorial of Saint Pius X, Pope
Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Mt 23:1-12
Sunday, August 22, Twenty-First Sunday In Ordinary Time
Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-69

©Tracy L. Christianson at www.portraitsofsaints.com

ST. ANTHONY THE ABBOT CATHOLIC CHURCH

BROOKSVILLE, FL

Weekly Message from Fr. Pecchie

My Dear Friends in Christ,
Christ packs three momentous
lessons into this discourse on
the Eucharist in today's Gospel passage. First, he points
out the mystery of faith, that
no one can believe in him
"unless he is drawn by the
Father." Faith in Jesus Christ
supplies us with life's only
dependable fuel, and yet, faith
in Christ is God's gift, no one
can conjure it up on their own,
in a chemistry lab.
When we look at the small white Host, no scientific test can prove that Jesus Christ is truly present there,
body, blood, soul, and divinity. And yet, we know that he
is; we have been given the gift of faith. This is why the
priest says, after the consecration at each Mass: "Let us
proclaim the mystery of faith."
Second, this faith in Christ leads to "eternal life."
Later in the Gospel, Jesus tells us that eternal life consists
in knowing "the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
[God has] sent" (John 17:3). In Biblical language,
"knowing" implies deep interpersonal intimacy, the kind
of relationship we all yearn for. That we can have a relationship like that with God himself, who is more lovable,
more beautiful than any other person is or can be, is the
Good News of Jesus Christ. God hasn't kept his distance
from us sinners; he wants us to know him and share his
life.
Third, Jesus himself is the "bread" of this eternal
life, its source and sustenance. Without bread, without
food, physical life perishes. Without Jesus, without his
"flesh for the life of the world" in the Eucharist, our life of
intimate communion with God will perish. It's that simple and it's that crucial. Eleven times in this discourse Jesus
speaks of himself as the bread of life; he's really hoping
that we'll get the message. The gift of faith gives us access
to eternal life, and the Eucharist makes that life grow within us.
We accept and believe this on faith, but it is not a
blind faith. God supports our faith in many ways. He
knows that the culture of this fallen world is constantly
trying to erode our faith. And so, in his wisdom and according to his providence, he sends us miracles, sometimes dramatic, to give our tired faith a turbo boost. The
history of the Church is full of Eucharistic miracles. Recorded miracles include hosts that survived fires, hosts that
started to bleed during Mass, hosts that lost their appearance of bread and transformed into flesh. But some of the
most remarkable signs God has given us regarding the
Eucharist has to do with Holy Communion.
Through the centuries, there have been many
saints, both men and women, who have lived for entire
periods of their lives just on the Eucharist. They took no
food or drink, but only received Holy Communion every

day. St. Catherine of Siena was one of these,
and so was Blessed Alexandrina da Costa,
from Portugal. But one of the most amazing
cases was St Nicholas of Flue, who lived in
Switzerland during the 1400s. He lived as a hermit and for
19 years and during that time ate or drank absolutely
nothing except daily Communion. Even when he tried to
eat normal food he simply couldn't keep it down.
Our Lord himself explained to Blessed Alexandrina why he gives this grace to some of his saints: "You
are living by the Eucharist alone," he told her, "because I
want to prove to the world the power of the Eucharist and
the power of my life in souls." Christ is the fullness of life
and meaning that we all hunger for, and the Eucharist is
Christ's real presence. This is what our faith teaches us. As
Pope Benedict XVI put it:
"In the sacrament of the altar, the Lord meets us,
men and women created in God's image and likeness, and
becomes our companion along the way. In this sacrament,
the Lord truly becomes food for us, to satisfy our hunger
for truth and freedom. Since only the truth can make us
free, Christ becomes for us the food of truth."
(Apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum Caritatis, #2)
We all believe in the Eucharist. We have all been given
the gift of faith, and the Father has drawn us to Jesus
Christ and to the Blessed Sacrament. But it's always helpful to polish that faith up.
If someone took a video of us on a Sunday morning,
would that video have sufficient evidence for a court of
law to conclude that we truly believe in the Eucharist?
When we enter and leave the Church we all genuflect and
make the Sign of the Cross, because we are in the presence of the Eucharistic Lord reserved in the Tabernacle.
But our genuflection and Sign of the Cross are sincere and
meaningful, or just Catholic quickies?
During the Eucharistic prayer, which happens at Mass
between the bringing up of the gifts and the Our Father,
are we making a decent effort to focus our attention on
the words? Their beauty and meaning can enhance how
we receive Communion, if we let them. How about the way
we approach Holy Communion and what we do after we
return to our seats? If someone were to watch a video of
that, would they be able to tell that we truly, deeply believe in Jesus present in the Eucharist as our nourishment
and salvation? Then, during the week, how often do we
make an effort to come and visit Jesus in the Tabernacle,
just to thank him for his blessings, and to talk to him about
our needs, concerns, and loved ones? He is always here,
eagerly waiting for us.
Today, let us activate our faith. Let us renew our belief
in the Holy Eucharist. Let us ever adore, revere, and be
grateful for this sacrament of God’s love and care for us.

Oremus pro Invicem

Fr. Pecchie
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Ministry Information
ST. ANTHONY THE ABBOT
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
COUNCIL 6800

All women invited!!
Join Fr. Pecchie for

Wine and the Word
Come and fellowship with Fr. Pecchie and other women while learning
about your faith and grow closer to
Our Lord Jesus Christ. Every 3rd
Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
at the Fire Pit.

Coffee, Donuts
and Fresh Fruit
Please join us for coffee, donuts, and fresh
fruit after Sunday Masses. Donations are welcome.

Become a Member

Call Paul Poco at (813)1763-2953 or email
us at thekofc6800@gmail.com. Meetings are
held on the first Thursday of each month.
The Rosary is at 6:00 p.m.. The meeting begins at 6:30 p.m..

Are You Interested in Inquiring
About The Catholic Faith?
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS

If you have been coming to Mass for a while, but are not
Catholic, we invite you to look deeper into the Catholic
faith through the RCIA process.
Sessions are held from September through May and
include an in-depth study of THE CREED: WHAT WE BELIEVE. We always welcome and encourage you, or others
that you may wish to invite, to ask those perplexing and
difficult questions about the Church.
Sessions are held in the Parish Hall, on Sundays from
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.. (fellowship 11:15 a.m.).
PLEASE PRINT:
Date:
Name:
Address:
City, Zip:
Phone:
E-mail:
AREA OF INTEREST:
❒ Desire Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist in the
Catholic Church
❒ Baptized in another Christian faith-tradition, desire Full
Communion with the Catholic Church
❒ Practicing Catholic, desire Eucharist and/or
Confirmation
❒ Returning Catholic who has been away from the
Church for a while
Place completed form in the collection box or bring to
the parish office.
For more information, you may call Michele in the Parish
Office at (352) 796-2096, ext. 108.
What is God calling you to do?

St. Anthony the Abbot Family ministry
meets on Fridays beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Mass. We are a support group for the family while helping each other build our domestic church. For more information call:
Katheryn (352) 345-0934 or
Serena (352) 277-6579.

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed for St. Vincent
de Paul of St. Anthony the Abbot Parish. If interested, please call (352) 7974898.
Monies for St. Anthony the Abbot come
from the Thrift Store and generous donations from St. Anthony parishioners.
These monies are used to help those
less fortunate throughout our parish
with rent, utilities, food, clothing, beds and household items.
Volunteers are also needed for St. Vincent de Paul Thrift
Store and Food Pantry, 1291 Kass Circle, Spring Hill. If interested, please call (352) 688-3331. Proceeds from the thrift
store are divided among the SVDP conferences in Hernando
and Citrus Counties.
God Bless each of you, and thank you for your support.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter ®


MARRIED COUPLES: On behalf of the Catholic Church,
You are cordially invited to
experience a program to deepen of your matrimonial vocation’s sacramental call to fulfilling love, romance, oneness
of spirit and deep joy. There is
no group discussion. It's just
about the two of you learning
to be the best, most loving
and thriving couple you can
be. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend in this area is Sept. 10-12 at the
Franciscan Center in Tampa. Space IS limited, so please apply
early! For more information about taking a private time away
call Steve & Suzie at 813-270-7832, or to learn more or to apply go to wwme.org.
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Ministry Information
THE SOLEMNITY
ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
AUGUST 15, 2021

What is the Assumption?
The first name of this solemnity was the Feast of Mary,
Mother of God. Later, its name in the East carried over,
the Dormition (or Falling Asleep) of Mary.
In the West, it became known as the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. This solemnity celebrates the fact
that Mary’s Assumption is “a pledge of the future participation of the members of the mystical Body of Christ in
the paschal glory of the Risen Christ.” It shows that the
Lord “reserves a munificent reward for his humble Servant because of her faithful cooperation with the divine
plan, which is a destiny of fullness, happiness, glorification of her immaculate soul, her virginal body, perfect
configuration to her Risen Son” (Directory, no. 180). The
Mass has a proper vigil, and the solemnity replaces the
Mass of the day when it occurs on a Sunday in Ordinary
Time.

What does this all mean?
On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII declared the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which the Church
celebrates every year on August 15. Simply put, the dogma of the Assumption states that at the end of her life,
the Blessed Virgin Mary was taken, body and soul, into
Heaven.
While this event isn’t reflected in Sacred Scripture, it is
clearly part of the Church’s earliest observance. In the
sixth century, St. John Damascene wrote in one of his
sermons, “Your sacred and happy soul, as nature will
have it, was separated in death from your most blessed
and immaculate body, and although the body was duly
interred, it did not remain in the state of death, neither
was it dissolved by decay; your most pure and sinless
body was not left on earth, but you were transferred to
your heavenly throne.”
Theologically speaking, death is often understood to be
a consequence of original sin. Since Mary was conceived
without Original Sin, some theologians have wondered if

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary . Mural– The Assumption

Mary died or if perhaps she was taken into Heaven without experiencing death. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church doesn’t answer this question but simply states,
“The most blessed Virgin Mary, when the course of her
earthly life was completed, was taken up body and soul
into the glory of heaven” (no. 974)
The Solemnity of the Assumption reminds us of the
unique role that Mary served in the process of our salvation. Although she was without sin, we have the possibility of receiving God’s forgiveness for our sins through
Christ. Her entry into Heaven prefigures our own hope of
experiencing the same eternal life.
Ordinarily, the celebration of the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a holy day of obligation for Catholics, but when it falls on a Saturday or a
Monday, that obligation to attend Mass is lifted.

What is the Assumption? is an excerpt from the Essential Guide to Seasons and Saints, copyright © 2013, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC.
All rights reserved. What does this all mean? was written by Fr. Larry Rice, former vocations director for the Paulist Fathers. Copyright © 2018, United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC. All rights reserved.
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Information
Weekly Calendar

Sunday, August 15, Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 a.m. Mass
10:00 a.m. Mass
11:30 a.m. Traditional Latin Mass
Coffee and Donuts after all Masses
Monday, August 16, Weekday [Saint Stephen of Hungary]
8:00 a.m. Mass
8:30 a.m. Novena after Mass
Tuesday, August 17, Weekday
8:00 a.m. Mass
8:30 a.m. Novena after Mass
Wednesday, August 18, Weekday
8:00 a.m. Mass
8:30 a.m. Novena after Mass
Thursday, August 19, Weekday
[Saint John Eudes, Priest]
8:00 a.m. Mass
8:30 a.m. Novena after Mass
7:00 p.m. Wine and the Word —For Women

Friday, August 20, Memorial of Saint
Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the
Church
8:00 a.m. Mass
8:30 a.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet
Saturday, August 21, Memorial of Saint
Pius X, Pope
8:00 a.m. Mass
10—11 a.m. Reconciliation
11:00 a.m. Spanish Legion of Mary
—Portable
4:00 p.m. Mass
Sunday, August 22, Twenty-First Sunday In Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Mass
10:00 a.m. Mass
11:30 a.m. Traditional Latin Mass
Coffee and Donuts after all Masses

The Mass Book for
2022 is open.
For those who would like to make a
one-time donation online or schedule recurring payments using a
bank account, please visit our website and click on Online Giving.
When you participate, your gift will
be securely transferred directly into
the parish bank account.

Offer a

Mass

for those you
love.

Is not the cup of blessing, which we bless, a
sharing in the Blood of
Christ? Is not the bread,
which we break, a sharing in the Body of Christ?
—1 Corinthians: 10:16
Therefore, whoever eats
the bread or drinks the
cup of the Lord in an unworthy
way,
shall
be guilty of the Body and
the Blood of the Lord.
—1 Corinthians: 11:27
If we do not respect Our Lord present in the Eucharist,
how will we respect His creation of Life in the unborn?
Marie Brown, Respect Life St. Anthony the Abbot Church

Pastor

Rev. Paul Pecchie
Assisting Priest
Rev. Mikhail Kouts
Deacon
Manny Carreiro

Parish Staff
To contact a member of the church staff
call (352) 796 2096 then the extension below.
Receptionist
Ext. 103
Front Office
Barbara Stinedurf Ext. 104
parishoffice@stantchurch.org
Parish Secretary
Karen Zoretic Ext. 102
secretary@stantchurch.org
Assistant Parish Secretary
Michele Niemier Ext. 108
AsstSecretary@stantchurch.org
Business Manager
Beth Shields Ext. 105
businessmanager@stantchurch.org
Music Ministry
Kevin MacFarland Ext. 109
Cell (813) 777-1345
music@stantchurch.org
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults RCIA
Michele Niemier Ext. 108
AsstSecretary@stantchurch.org
Faith Formation
Lois MacFarland Ext. 106
dre@stantchurch.org (K- 6)
Ministry of the Sick & Homebound
Louise Allen, call the Parish Office
Maintenance
Susanne Thompson
Al Pearson
facilities@stantchurch.org
St. Vincent de Paul Ministry
(352) 797-4898
stanthonyCFS@gmail.com
Daystar Life Center
(352) 799-5930
www.daystarlifecenter.org

Contact Information
St. Anthony the Abbot Catholic Church
20428 Cortez Blvd.
Brooksville FL 34601
Ph (352) 796-2096, Fax (352) 796-7144
www.stanthonytheabbot.org
Email: parishoffice@stantchurch.org
Parish Office Hours
Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Friday the office is closed.

+

$1.00 donated
$6.00 off
Oil Change PLUS to St. Anthony’s
FOR PARISHIONERS, FAMILY & FRIENDS
WITH AD OR BULLETIN

352.593.4123

Now Accepting New Patients!

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

20145 Cortez Blvd. • Brooksville
Visit Our Full Service
Mechanical Dept.

16-0278

• Family Owned and Operated
• As a practicing Catholic family
and business, we treat you with
integrity and professionalism.
• Servicing all major brands
• Commercial/Residential
• Ice Machines

Hernando: 352-754-1890
Citrus: 352-341-1179
Parishioners

HERNANDO
EYE INSTITUTE
Leonard R. Cacioppo, M.D.
James R. Jachimowicz, M.D.
14543 Cortez Blvd., Brooksville

State Cert #CAC0636926

352-596-4030

THIS SPACE IS

Changes Hair
Design Studio
3914 S. Suncoast Blvd
Homosassa, in Publix ctr.
352-382-HAIR (4247)
Sheryl Damon

NEW CLIENTS
20% OFF

Providing individualized funeral services designed to meet
the needs of each family.
1214 Wendy Court | Spring Hill, FL 34607

Tel: 352-684-5334

OFF ANY SERVICE

Setting the Standard Since 1974

STATE LIC.#CCC1331062

Brooksville Office
19259 Cortez Blvd.

352.796.1451

We are Your Local, Complete Resource for Insurance
Auto • Home • Flood • Boat • Business • Life
www.killingsworthagency.com

Merritt
FUNERAL HOME

Spring Hill Office
3290 Commercial Way

352.683.0018

Family Owned & Operated Since 1978
SERVING ALL OF FLORIDA
Full Service Roofing Contractor
Residential & Commercial

areadyroofing@yahoo.com

office 352-796-4300
fax 352-796-7934

Michael W. Higgins, D.O., PA

& CREMATORY

“Family Owned and Operated”

Brooksville Chapel
2 South Lemon Avenue
Brooksville, FL 34601
(352) 796-6699

Spring Hill Chapel
4095 Mariner Boulevard
Spring Hill, FL 34609
(352) 686-6649

688-6035

www.hernandoorthospine.com

merrittfuneral.com

Parishioner • Mbr of the Catholic Diocese

Contact Greg Maurer to place an ad today!
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or (941) 243-3206

2-D-3-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

16-0278

