
 

 



April 5, 2020       Palm Sunday / Domingo de Ramos  

 

Mass Intentions 
Sat Apr 4 Ez 37: 21-28  
 8:30 PM Mass: All parishioners and visitors 
Sun Apr 5: Palm Sunday Mt 21:1-11; Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18,  
  19-20, 23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14—27:66 or 27:11-54  
  10:00 AM Mass:+Lucius and Emelda Freiberger by Jim & Emelda   
  and All parishioners and visitors 
  12:00 PM Misa: Todos feligreses y visitantes  
 Mon Apr 6: Is 42: 1-7  
 8:30 AM Mass: +Colette Ahehehinnou by Somadjagbi Family 
    7:30 PM Misa: Todos feligreses y visitantes  
Tue Apr 7: Is 49: 1-6  
 8:30 AM Mass: +Ana Ly Thi Thuan by Dich Van Ly 
    7:30 PM Misa: Todos feligreses y visitantes  
Wed Apr 8: Is 50: 4-9  
 8:30 AM Mass: For aborted and unborn babies &  
  little children by Anh Craig 
   7:30 PM Misa: Todos feligreses y visitantes  
Thu Apr 9: Holy Thursday Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc,  
  17-18; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15  
   9:00 AM Morning Prayer 
   7:00 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Bilingual) 
Fri Apr 10: Good Friday Is 52:13—53:12; Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16,  
  17, 25; Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9; Jn 18:1—19:42  
      9:00 AM Morning Prayer 
     12:00 Stations of the Cross 
     3:00 PM Via Crucis 
     7:00 PM Service of the Lord’s Passion (Bilingual) 
Sat Apr 11: Holy Saturday Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a; Ps 104:1-2, 5- 
  6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 [30] or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20-22;  
  Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11;  
  Ex 14:15—15:1; Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18; Is 54:5-14;  
  Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13; Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6;  
  Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; 
  Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 [42:2] or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3] or  
  Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19; Rom 6:3-11; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17,  
  22-23; Mt 28:1-10  
    9:00 AM Morning Prayer 
    8:00 PM: The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night (Bilingual) 
Sun Apr 12: Easter Sunday Acts 10:34a, 37-43;  
  Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;  
  Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10  
 10:00 AM Mass: English 
  12:00 PM Misa:  Español 

 

CALENDAR ABBREVIATIONS: 
HEB = Hartmayer Education Bldg      JP = John Paul II Ctr     FH = Founders’  Hall    SD = San Damiano House      SH =  Scout Hut     KH = KofC Hall   

Week at a Glance ~ Esta Semana 
Please see our complete schedule of events, including titles,  

times, and room locations, at www.stphilipbenizi.org.   

On the front page, click “Room Reservations…” 

Prayer List ~Lista de Oración     
(Parishioners, if you or someone you love is on this  

prayer list and should be removed, please call the  

Parish Office at 770-478-0178) 
Dustin Pierce, Colin Swan, Linda Kotts, Carolyn Gongwer, Roger 

Desjardins, Jacob Duron, James McNamara, Eric Licht, Matthew Jeffries, 

Jamal Napier, Sharon Rosemary Habach, Joe Subarton, Bea Pinckey, 

Carlos Duron, Joseph Blake Banks, Falvorees Jones III, Falvorees Jones 

IV, Alba Haser, Jeanette Mangan, Patrick Morley, Deborah August Rolle, 

Ada Jones Miller, Sadie Murtha, Cari Horsey, Mario Ruiz de la Torre, 

McKenzie Brown, Annabelle Ramos, Ellen Harmon, Rose Torres, Jun 

Guico, Jodi Edens, Catherine Shaw, Vince Aleandri, Irma Fitzgibbon, 

Christi Pierce, William Ofili, Duane Ferguson, Bob Polkinghorne, James 

Martin, Cindy Martin, Aida Hernandez, Brian Robinson, David Allen, 

Ché Moody, Juliette Albesa, Alfredo Reyes, Gerald Morris, Marlene 

Griggs, Angelo Fernandes, Julio Rodriguez-Diaz, Diane Boyle, Teresa 

Rylander, Richard Davis, Joseph and Audrey Joseph, Dolores Mack, 

Charlie Menkel, Carrel G. Clemmons, Jr., Joshua Barrett, Sydney Green, 

Allie Conrad, Jameson Linan, Robert Perkins, Deacon John Halloran, 

Michael Marchant & his family, Shirley Curtis,  Alonso Jack Williams, Sandra 

Thomas, Columbus Cook, Terri Drake, Liliane Leblanc, Maggie & Gene 

McCarthy, Will Evon, Carlos Cadungog, Ginger Butera, Br. Alan Jurusik, 

Baylie Carroll, Lily Glover, Shanna Panner,  Richard Guettler, Virginia 

Bowers, Marie Valin, Dexter Crook, Betsy Smith, Editha McLean, 

Cansalee Johnson, Alison Solove, Luzviminda Thomas, Rose Campbell 

Parish Mission Statement   
St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church is dedicated to continuing the mission 

of  Jesus Christ in the Franciscan tradition. We are people of many 

nations united by God’s Holy Spirit, who strive to be witnesses of God’s 

love to all people.  Answering the call to Stewardship,  we embrace the 

gifts of the Spirit and express the presence of God in liturgy, prayer, 

community life and social justice ministry. Through a commitment to lay 

leadership we accept the responsibility of spreading the Good News and 

creating a welcoming parish filled with the presence of Christ. 

Declaración de Misión Parroquial 
La Iglesia de Saint Philip Benizi está dedicada a continuar la misión de 

Jesucristo en la tradición Franciscana. Somos un pueblo de diversas 

naciones, unido por el Santo Espíritu  de Dios. Pueblo que se esfuerza a 

ser testigo del amor de Dios para toda la gente. Respondiendo el llamado 

a la Administración, aceptamos los regalos del Espíritu y expresamos la 

presencia de Dios en la liturgia, oración, vida comunitaria y ministerio 

de justicia social. A través de un compromiso al liderazgo laico 

aceptamos la responsabilidad de compartir la Buena Nueva y crear una 

parroquia llena de la presencia de Cristo.     

We Are Here to Serve  
Estamos aquí para Servirle 

 
Pastor     Fr. John Koziol, OFM Conv. 

 
Parochial Vicars 

Fr. Vincent Gluc, OFM Conv. 
Fr. Luis Palacios Rodriguez, OFM Conv. 

Fr. Martin Breski, OFM Conv. 
 

Deacons 
Rev. Mr. Matias Casal       

Rev. Mr. Thomas Nemchik 
Rev. Mr. Gregory Pecore  

Rev. Mr. Etienne Rodriguez 
Rev. Mr. Peter Swan  
Rev. Mr. Jim Windon 



 

 

Time Talent Treasure  Tiempo Talento Tesoro 
Offertory / Stewardship ~Ofertorio / Administracion 

Parish Office/Oficina Parroquial  
770-478-0178           FAX   770-471-2079 

Emergency Number:  770-545-5325 
 

Website:              www.stphilipbenizi.org 

 

St. Vincent de Paul               770-477-2388 
 

BAPTISM: Mandatory registration is neces-
sary before attending Baptism classes.  Both 
parents & godparents are required to attend the  
classes.  Baptisms are celebrated on the 4th 
Sunday of each month during all Masses and at 
3:00pm.  For more information, contact Deacon 
Peter Swan at 770-478-0178 x116. 
 

CLASES DE BAUTISMO: Es obligatorio regis-
trarse antes de asistir a las clases del Bautismo. 
La registración se llevara a cabo el 3er y 4to Do-
mingo del mes después de misa de 12:30pm, o 
cada Miércoles de 9:30am-2:00pm en la Oficina 
de Educación Religiosa.  Para mas información 
llame a Lidia Montellano al 770-478-0178 
x120. 
 

Pastoral Council Contact for Month: 

bailey6877@comcast.net

 

Weekend Masses/ 

Misas de Fin de Semana   
 

Saturday       4:00 PM 

Sunday          7:30 AM    9:00AM    10:45AM   

                          12:30 PM (Español) 

    5:00 PM Teen Mass            

                          7:00 PM (Español)  
      

   Holy Days/Dias de Obligación 
Mass times to be announced 

 

Weekday Masses/Misas entre Semana 
Monday-Saturday        8:30 AM 

Wednesday                   7:00 PM 

Thursday (Espan ol)   7:30 PM 

Rosary/Rosario        

Monday-Saturday        7:50 AM 
 

Morning Prayer/Oración Matutina 

Monday-Saturday         8:15 AM 

About Us 

Week Offertory Online  

Giving 

Total Budget 

1 March $29,861.49  $11,873.00  $41,734.49 $31,730.77 

8 March $18,094.54 $5,860.50 $23,955.04 $31,730.77 

15 March $12,666.03 $7,101.50 $19,767.53 $31,730.77 

22 March $3,296.00  $5,362.50 $8,658.50   $31,730.77 

29 March    $4,400.00   $7,196.00 $11,596.00 $31,730.77 

Totals $68,318.06    $37,393.50    $105, 711.56   $158,653.85 

Stewardship Report MARCH 2020 

Text the word INFORMED to 

84576 to join our SPB Weekly  

E-Newsletter List! 

“In the passion of our blessed Savior, six 
things chiefly are to be meditated upon. 

First, the bitterness of his sorrow, that 
we may compassionate with him. 

Secondly, the greatness of our sins, 
which were the cause of his torments, that 
we may abhor them. Thirdly, the greatness 
of the benefit, that we may be grateful for 
it. Fourthly, the excellency of the divine 
charity and bounty therein manifested, 
that we may love him more fervently. 

Fifthly, the convenience of the mystery, 
that we may be drawn to admiration of it. 
Lastly, the multiplicity of virtues of our 
blessed Savior which did shine in this 

stupendous mystery, that we may partly 
imitate and partly admire them.”  

–St. Peter of Alcantara  
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¡Caminando Unidos en SPB! Walking United at SPB! 

591 Flint River Road, Jonesboro, GA  30236 / 770-478-0178 / www.stphilipbenizi.org 

Text the word INFORMED to 84576 to join our Weekly E-Newsletter List! 

1. Our families page contains a daily calendar, simple meatless meal 
recipes, videos, worksheets and other resources to support families 
with their Lenten practices in the home.   
English https://www.crsricebowl.org/families      
Spanish https://www.crsricebowl.org/es/families   
 
2. Our digital Stations of the Cross offer an online option for all people 
to practice this Lenten devotion at home.   
English https://www.crsricebowl.org/stations-of-the-cross  
Spanish https://www.crsricebowl.org/es/via-crucis  
 
3. Our Bi-lingual Facebook Group offers a virtual community space 
where people can share about their Lenten journeys and see 
examples of how others are maintaining Lenten spirituality during 
social distancing.  
Bi-lingual https://www.facebook.com/groups/129660724343779/ 

4. Families may turn in their Lenten gifts at:  
English https://support.crs.org/donate/change-life-lent-0  
Spanish https://support.crs.org/donate/cambia-una-vida-esta-cuaresma  
Remember – CRS Rice Bowl supports hunger and poverty alleviation 
efforts both around the world through CRS (75% of gifts) and also here 
in the U.S. (25% for local diocesan efforts). This global/local connection 
is important as communities in the US and around the world 
are both struggling with the economic impacts of COVID-19.  

CRS Rice Bowl 

offers a variety of 

resources in both 

English  

and Spanish 

at crsricebowl.org or 

crsplatodearroz.org  

that can be done 

safely in the home 

with families 

accessing resources 

digitally and virtually.  

CRS (Catholic Relief Services) Rice Bowl 

Information and Free CRS Resources 

April 5, 2020:  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

   Human beings are united in their suffering. When we find ourselves in a painful moment, our first reaction is “why me?” as if we are the only person 

on earth who ever encountered this challenge. Going through life with a “why me” attitude only finds us wallowing in the mire of self-pity and never 

seizing opportunities or graces. We walk in solidarity with every human being in the experience of suffering. Believing that the goal of life is the elimi-

nation or avoidance of suffering is simply an illusion that keeps us entrenched in a collective myth. This myth distorts us and limits us. 

   There are living witnesses among us showing how courage and determination can overcome any degree of hardship, pain, loss, or tragedy. Folks find-

ing the normalcy of their lives suddenly torn asunder are faced with options: opportunity or despair, stay or leave. Jesus stands before us as the prime 

example of endurance and perseverance. He is the One who showed humility through both the triumphs of life (by learning to be humble) and the trage-

dies and injustices (by learning how to be obedient). To secular ears, this may be perceived as nonsense. But to those with the eyes of faith, they are 

pearls of great price. 

   True humility tempers the temptation we have to become complacent and prevents an excessive relishing of life’s successes and affirmations. Learning 

obedience keeps us faithful to our relationship with God so that we can find the courage to endure any depth of hardship, disappointment, betrayal, or 

agony. While we may want our cup of suffering to be taken away, it simply cannot be. Somehow and somewhere in the seemingly opposing experiences 

life can deal us, God is present with His reassuring, compassionate, empowering, and persevering love. To be true to who we are and who God is, we 

must take up the cross of suffering, even when it’s the hardest and most apparently senseless thing to do. 

  Only our soul can understand these things, but our minds cannot, so they continue to run to secular ideas and solutions to pain and hardship. It goes 

without saying that we need to do all we can to eliminate as much senseless, unjust suffering as possible. Hunger, violence, abuse, exploitation, rejection, 

prejudice, homelessness, disrespect for life, and a whole host of other sins all result in suffering that is within our control. Then, when we face the uncon-

trollable kind of suffering or find ourselves the victim of injustice, what do we do? 



 

 

Walking United at SPB! 
 

¡Caminando Unidos en SPB! 
s I sat in my reading room contemplating on the readings for this weekend, 
especially John’s Gospel of the “Raising of Lazarus,” it brought shudders as to 
how our present situation with this COVID-19 is so like the four days 
Lazarus was in the tomb. Let us for a moment consider ourselves, like 
Lazarus, in a tomb (COVID-19).  

We are living in unprecedented times.  Never in my seventy years of walking on this 
earth have I felt such a vacuum in my life as I do right now.  As a Catholic, being told we 
cannot participate in the physical Mass and receive the Eucharist is like being in a tomb, like Lazarus. Sure, we can 
follow and participate in the Holy Mass by watching it on our computers as it is live streamed into our living rooms 
and that we can receive spiritual communion. But … for me, it just not the same.  Last Sunday at the end of mass 
(which was live streamed) Fr. John mentioned that there were tears in his eyes to have celebrated mass in an empty 
church.  We may not have been there to see his tears, but we definitely were one with him and felt and shared his 
sadness.   Our parish of Saint Philip Benizi is so vibrant and full of life but now to see an empty campus and the signs 
on the doors of the church reminding us to “Maintain Proper Social Distancing” is so not the character of our parish. 
But these are “signs of the times” and these too will pass because we are a community full of faith and hope.  
During this time of Lent, during this journey through the desert we are comforted by the words of scripture. Jesus 
uses Lazarus’ death as a practical lesson to help us to better understand the great mystery that is life in Jesus. The 

gripping drama of the rising of Lazarus points us towards Jesus as the Lord of Life and 
prepares us for the celebration of our sharing in His Life at Easter, the end of this awful 
pandemic. This gospel asks us to hear the voice of the Lord calling us to strengthen our courage 
and to come out of our tombs.  We are called to come into the Light.  We are called to come to 
the Life. The gospel calls us to walk to the Lord especially during this time of uncertainty.  
“Lazarus, Come out!” Yes, this too will pass. This pandemic will end and we too like 
Lazarus will come out of the tomb. Jesus is calling us. One of the signs I saw concerning this 
pandemic said it all, “God has this!” and John 16:33 reminds us, “These things I have spoken to 
you so that you might have peace in me. In the world you will have trouble, and 
tribulation, but take courage, I have conquered the world.” We are all Lazaruses.  The 
Conqueror of the World is calling us to come out of the darkness, and come into His Light.  He is 
calling us to come out of the place of death and come into His Life. “Did I not tell you that if you 
believe you will see the glory of God?”  Let us ask God for this faith!  May Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus, and the Mother of us all, obtain for us the precious gift of faith in her Son!  
Pope Francis has called on all Christians to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic with the 
“universality of prayer, of compassion, of tenderness”. “In these trying days, while 
humanity trembles due to the threat of the coronavirus pandemic, I would like to 
propose to all Christians that together we lift our voices towards Heaven,” as he invited 
Christian communities and leaders of Christian Churches to join in reciting the “The Lord’s 
Prayer” at noon in Rome, 7 a.m. in our Archdiocese.  So, everyday at 7 a.m. (I know its 
early for some of us), let us join the world and say “The Lord’s Prayer.” It’s a small sacrifice but 
I hope you will join me.  
Out of the tomb, into the light, out of the tomb, into His Life we experience indescribable 
joy.  We are one with Jesus.  We are at peace.  

“The Lord is on Watch.  He is always near. The Lord is my shepherd.  I walk with no fear.”  
-Deacon Peter Swan (dpswan@stphilipbenizi.org) 

A 

“We are all 
Lazaruses.  The 
Conqueror of the 
World is calling 
us to come out of 

the darkness, 

and come 
into His 

Light.” 

Prayer to St. Jude in Times of Suffering 
Most holy Apostle, St. Jude, faithful servant and friend of Jesus, I place myself into your hands at this 

difficult time.  Help me to know that I am not alone.  Please pray for me, asking God to send me 
comfort for my sorrows, bravery for my fears, and healing for my suffering.  Ask our loving God to 

strengthen my faith and give me the courage to accept His Will for my life. Thank you, St. Jude, for the 
hope you offer to all who believe in you.   

Amen.  
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¡Caminando Unidos en SPB! Walking United at SPB! 

If you would like to express yourself through words or art, please email your submissions to mlanglois@stphilipbenizi.org 

   Hi, I'm Kenya Gaines. I drew a baptismal font representing how many 
children and adults were working on their religion at our Church, but now 
many things they've been working towards have been cancelled or postponed.  
   For me, my Lenten passport was amazing. I loved going over it and writing 
about Lent and Jesus; now I have to stay home and just follow along with the 
weeks. For those of you who don't know, a Lenten passport is a book of your 
faith actions during Lent. Every Wednesday, you complete a writing or activity 
that explains how you see Lent and what you’ve learned.  
   I personally really love the Gathering Space at SPB where we give hugs and 
friendly greetings before Mass, but now we have to keep our distance apart 
from others. Even though I could go on and on about the bad effects these 
times are bringing, there will be good things happening if everyone stays safe. 
We should understand that even though Coronavirus has ruined so much for 
us, we should be thankful and use this time to dial down for a bit.  
   Have a wonderful day and stay safe!      

-an essay by parishioner Kenya Gaines, age 10 

   Mass in the Woods 
   Last Sunday, John and I had Mass in our kitchen. A white tablecloth, a bowl of pine cones, a sprig 
of a green rooting in a glass jar and a candle. We had been relieved the week before not to have to 
get up early, but now we were missing the Mass which we have attended side by side for 56 years. 
   We began by praying for the sick, the deceased and all those in constant pain. I had promised that 
to a Twitter friend who had been a serviceman and has carried the scars. Next, I read the homily 
which was the meditation from "The Word Among Us" for that day. We talked about how God 
wants us to see the world and others as He does not through our jaded, judgmental eyes. I carried 
this thought through the week. If we pray for others we can slowly start to love them as the Lord 
does. What a different world we would live in! 
   Next, John spoke the readings for the day which always feed my soul. We talked about a decision 
that he had been wrestling with and the clarity he gained after waiting on the Lord. We ended by 
dedicating this week to the Lord and His wishes. In my view, this "Mass" brought us closer together 
and started the day in a holy place. 
    Next Sunday, we hope to take our "Mass" into the woods and, surrounded by pines, new shoots 
and fern, we will once again put ourselves in God's Presence.    

 -submitted by parishioner Sharon Graham  

My First “Conversion” 
  Dear St. Philip Family– I am about to let you in on a secret that I probably should not share – or only with a priest maybe, as I 

know there would be no judgement. I LOVE SARDINES! To share this love with my fellow parishioners, I have provided a 

recipe, but, I must also divulge some history on how this love started. I was an introverted eleven-year-old on her first day of high 

school, but shyness aside, I was super excited about starting cookery classes. To note, I had only recently gotten over my shock 

and disappointment that no boys would be attending my “Girls only” Catholic school. Yes, believe it or not, I had no idea that the 

boys were separated and attended the “boys only” Catholic St. Georges College on another campus far away. I later discovered 

the distance between us was deliberate. Access to information on what to expect in high school was limited. Google search was 

futuristic science fiction, and the only people that had personal cell phones were in James Bond movies. Before my stunning 

discovery, I kept looking around for even one boy, and finally after Mass, when I could no longer hold my curiosity, I blurted out 

the “prohibited” question.  Mrs. Ramsharam my biology teacher from India, looked at me with a gentle smile and said, “There are 

no boys at this school, young lady”. Sister Goretti was close by, and I dared not look up for fear she would see the grave 

disappointment on my face. It was definitely not a great first day start.  Moving on from that initial heartbreak, cooking, the next 

best thing, would have to suffice.  

   When Mrs. Henry the instructor gleefully announced that our first ever classroom recipe was to be a sardine spread, I thought for sure there was a 

conspiracy to chase me away from my new school. Who would voluntarily eat sardine spread? Well, that was my first conversion in a Catholic setting. 

Many years later, it is still one of my top ten “go to” snacks.  

   For this recipe, I have no weights and measures. You will prepare and season to taste according to how many people you plan to serve. It is how you like 

it…more onions, more pepper – maybe you would even like to add sundried tomatoes or capers. Creativity is allowed. 

Ingredients: 

*Sardines (boneless) *Butter (my preference Irish butter or any brand “butter”)-room temperature     *Onions (finely diced or crushed) 

*Scallion (finely diced or crushed) *Black or White Pepper, or any other pepper of choice (optional)            *Pinch of salt (optional) 

Add all ingredients on a plate, crush with a fork to desired texture. Serve at room temperature on top of your favorite plain, salted, or any other flavored 

cracker. Using bread for a sardine spread sandwich is a good option also. ENJOY! -Submitted by parishioner (and fabulous cook) Sandra Bailey 



 

 

Until Further Notice   
   Solitude takes on a different meaning when it is not by choice or even a default option but is mandated.  It becomes (a) null, yet without the negative 
cluster of emotions that would make one feel lonely and not just alone and isolated. It just is. Maybe you wonder at your first encounter [with solitude], 
“Where have you been all my life?” And then later “When will this be over?” During this time of the Coronavirus, thoughts both positive and negative 
explode inside one’s head like popcorn kernels in the microwave that are overcooked for 30 seconds too long then black and hard at the bottom of the 
bag. What originally was going to be a treat of some time off work has turned into a tragedy as information delivered in seconds became minutes and 
minutes became moments and moments became months living and dealing with the pandemic. It is still here, and here is everywhere. There is nothing 
to salvage from the experience except for hope. In the middle of it, however, is that hope enough? 
   One questions its purpose and longs to discover how to defeat this disease, the world’s enemy.  We are puncturing holes in a life preserver of 
information in the Information Age but still striving to hold on and survive as it spreads. As imperfect as things are right now, there is nothing other to 
hold onto; no option for better or worse.  The present is turgid enough with its anxiety, worry, and paranoia with each day’s news a little bleaker as the 
stories strut in and out of our lives, breaking hope’s heart after teasing it with commercials reflecting what once was, filled with what one hopes will 
return.  Do I dare to dream of something better, if possible, at this point?  
   There were people here.  There are buildings where the people were working in “Metropolis” before days stretched into weeks and terms like “shelter-

in-place” and “social distancing” entered the common lexicon. Wait and see. Wait and see. Wait and see. No promises 
here. A modest home is my refuge from the pandemic; despite its many creature comforts, it still stifles my soul after a week 
of not leaving home. Hope fights an uphill battle without any fast-paced deadline for when this strange living situation will be 
done or result in a new [better] normal that is more of a lifestyle choice. Can our hope for the “normal” replace the 
undercurrents of quiet, growing PANIC: normal during a pandemic? Can we even ever get back to that pre-pandemic 
“normal”, we wonder? (“Please let me find some toilet paper” is a sufficient enough reminder and answer that we are not yet 
out of the woods.) 
    Nobody knows when or how or how long this situation will last or what it will transform itself into. The first day of spring on 
March 19, 2020, coaxed people outdoors in all of nature’s gorgeous glory, if only enough for them to take out the trash or 
check the mail. At these uncertain and strange times, with unsolicited interaction, people put on the fake face while greeting 
other neighbors. The strain of being “socially present” seeps out like superficial friendliness that was not normal when we 
followed our hearts and ignored others’ while mainly focused on self. Just as recent as two weeks ago, the same people had 
no time for a smile, a wave, or a nod of the head to acknowledge these, our neighbors.  Now, in the time of COVID-19, 
neighbors are the ones we are sharing a reality with. In transforming desperation and fear of the unknown, we activate a 
reach out past being our “normal”, neighborly aloof because we are human. In our hearts we are hoping someone else might 
be able to spread calm faster than the disease and have answers in what is referred to as “these uncertain times”.   
   But were the times ever certain? What if our response to this pandemic is or has been all wrong? Maybe it came to teach 
us how to find refuge beyond one’s own four walls and inside one’s community. Cut the commute. Rediscover what’s 

important: family, friends, neighbors; practice enjoying meals together around the table with good old-fashioned conversation and not text, email or 
Instagram capturing us as happier than we never were.  The opportunity to live one’s Faith even though the places where one expresses and practices it 
are closed for the time being, until further notice, due to COVID-19.  Last but not least, even local parks are closed and experiences of the natural, not 
purchased goods, are the first thing to be rationed. All of this is until future notice with no idea in sight of when that will be. Wait and see.    

03/23/2020 -by parishioner April Desiree McQueen 

“Just as recent as 

two weeks ago, the same 

people had no time for a 

smile, a wave, or a nod of 

the head to acknowledge 

these, our neighbors.  Now, 

in the time of COVID-19, 

neighbors are the ones we 

are sharing a reality with.” 

 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4LPi.com 16-0282-A

PIANO DAY 
Sales, rentals, tuning
& repair, rebuilding,
refinishing, storage  

404-563-3951

 Piano Lessons 
 Rosemary Godin, Ph.D. 
 Parishioner 
 770-757-2043 
 Leave a voicemail
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 Southern CreSCent
 Family PraCtiCe, llC
 678-705-0100

Faith A. Andrews, M.D.
(Diplomate of the American Board of Family Practice)

Medical Care for the Entire Family at Once Office
The Quality, Compassion and Competence that You 

Deserve
 455 Forest Parkway
 Forest Park, GA 30297 Hablamos Español

Parishioner

Se Habla Español • Call for Free Consultation
770-968-3445 | www.SkibielLaw.com

EXPERIENCE - RESULTS - CLIENT SATISFACTION
For over 25 years, we have successfully represented injured workers and accident victims.

“Locally Owned and Operated”
P.O. Box 1320 • 2047 Hwy 138 SE • Jonesboro, GA 30236
770-210-2700 • www.fordstewartfuneralhome.com

“We are Neighbors Helping Neighbors”

FORD STEWART
FUNERAL HOME INC.

Terry Cullen
OWNER • PARISHIONER

$100 Donation
With the purchase of any vehicle from Terry Cullen Chevrolet, a $100.00

Donation will be made in your name to the St. Philip Benizi Mortgage Fund.
Find someone who needs a vehicle or buy one yourself
Notify Terry Cullen at terryculen@aol.com (only 1 L in Cullen in email) of your 
referral or purchase.
Once the sale is complete we’ll send St. Philip a check for $100.00

770-968-4444
www.terrycullen.com

Carlos Mendizabal
Parishioner

770-364-3128
CandnlawnCare@bellsouth.net

residential • CoMMerCial 770-957-5770 • hardingplumbinghvac.com

Parishioner

O R P H E ’ S
APPLIANCE REPAIR

Dependable Service • Reasonable Rates

Air Conditioning • Heating Units • Refrigerator • Washer • Dryer
Cell: 770-401-8985

Hablamos
Español Your loved ones deserve the best

TARA GARDEN CHAPEL
F U N E R A L  H O M E

681 North Avenue, Jonesboro GA 30236        770-471-7171
We offer a dignified funeral celebration for any

budget or lifestyle.
Cremation and Pre-Arrangement Services Available

Servicio compasivo y profesional
para que su ser querido tenga un funeral digno

Henry Ferguson, Associate Broker
C 404.405.1365 • O 770.719.9400
hemryferguson1@yahoo.com
www.henryferguson.BHHSgeorgia.com
310 W. Lanier Ave Suite 110 • Fayetteville
Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated

Active Life
Million Dollar Club

Kevin L. Kelly, MBA - Managing Partner
Legacy Capital Advisors
4401 Northside Parkway • Suite 900
Atlanta, GA 30327
(404) 267-1358

Check-up are good for
your Financial Health!

You may have had a physical recently, or even 
had your teeth checked. But when did you last 
have a Financial Check-up to answer many of 

the questions you may have?
• Am I on track for retirement?
• Am I saving in the right places?
• How would a Roth IRA benefit me?
• Is my 401(k) invested properly?
• Do I need this old insurance policy?

Call me today at 404-267-1358
for a complimentary consultation.

Legacy Capital Advisors, LLC
Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory Services 

offered through IFG Advisory, LLC, a registered investment advisor.  Legacy Capital 
Advisors, LLC, and IFG Advisory, LLC are separate entities from LPL Financial.

THE ORIGINAL

ROCKY’S
PIZZA & SUB SHOP

Dine-In • Carry Out
Delivery • Catering

Tara Blvd & North Avenue
(770) 478-2620

THEORIGINALROCKYS.COM

 Celiann Ojeda de Young
 Agent
 8486 Highway 85
 Jonesboro, GA 30238
 Bus 678-788-7120
 Cell 678-571-6380
 celiann@celiannagency.com
 celiannagency.com

Trusted, Affordable & Caring Dentistry
Conveniently located in Jonesboro 

772 North Avenue, Jonesboro, Ga 30236
770-892-5328 

Proud supporter of St. Philip Benizi and Our Lady of Mercy
Catholic High School

Tom Kirby
Parishioner

& Sales Manager
770-964-9801


