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Preach the Gospel  
at all times  

and when necessary… 
use words. 

   

- St. Francis of Assisi 

 
 

 

(Above): Statue of St. Francis  
of Assisi by Italian Sculptor,  

Giovanni Duprè (1817—1882); 
located in the Cathedral of  
San Rufino, Assisi, Italy. 

Lord,  make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 

 
O Divine Master,  grant that I may not so much seek  

to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand,  
to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that we receive;  

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  

 

~St. Francis of Assisi 
(Background by Jan Fidler) 



The Mercy of Saint Francis 
By Fr. Daniel P. Horan, OFM 

 
Many people focus on characteristics such as voluntary 
poverty or care for creation when considering the life 
and model of Saint Francis of Assisi.  I often wish that, 
just as regularly, they would notice the theme of mercy 
that frequently appears in his writing. 
 
This is a theme that has become even more important 
as Pope Francis has dedicated much of his teaching 
and ministry to showing the compassionate and   mer-
ciful face of God in the world. 
 
So important was this theme in Francis’ own conver-
sion experience that he recalls the mercy he was able 
to show lepers as a key turning point for him.  He 
opens his deathbed Testament with that recollection: 
 

“The Lord gave me, Brother Francis, thus to begin  
doing penance in this way: for when I was in sin,  

it seemed too bitter for me to see lepers. 
 

And the Lord Himself led me among them and I 
showed mercy to them.  And when I left them,  
what had seemed bitter to me was turned into  
sweetness of soul and body.  And afterwards  

I delayed a little and left the world  
(Testament, 1:1–3).” 

 
While he previously embraced his social privilege to 
shun and despise the lepers and poor of his day, Fran-
cis came to discover the mercy of God in his own life 
alongside the showing of mercy to those whom he had 
earlier considered the least in society. 
 
The Importance of Mercy 
 
Mercy is one of the most central elements of Christian 
discipleship because it always begins with God’s   un-
conditional love for each of us.  In Francis’ life, the cen-
tral place of mercy was not limited to his own  conver-
sion. He insisted that those who sought to live conse-
crated religious profession according to his “form of 
life” (forma vitae) would also adopt this sense of mercy 
in relating to one another.  This was especially im-
portant for those who were placed in positions of re-
sponsibility and leadership within the community. 
 
In one of the most profound passages from the     writ-
ings of Francis, we see the “poverello” counsel a friar 
who had written to him for advice in dealing with anoth-
er brother.  Francis makes clear what the primary focus 
and priority of the minister should be: 
 
“I wish to know in this way if you love the Lord and me, 
His servant and yours: that there is not any brother in 
the world who has sinned—however much he could 

have sinned—who, after he has looked into your eyes,  
would ever depart without your mercy, if he is looking 

for mercy.  And if he were not looking for mercy,  
you would ask him if he wants mercy  

(Letter to a Minister, 9–10).” 

It can be especially difficult in religious life to remem-
ber the importance of mercy in our interactions with 
one  another.  There is, of course, the close proximi-
ty in which we usually live with each other and share 
together in the life of community and ministry.  This 
is equally true for those who are called to marriage 
and family life, as well as those who may live in 
some other form of  intentional community. It may 
become difficult to step back and see each person 
apart from the little annoyances and habits that drive 
us crazy.  
 
Additionally, we Christians are conditioned by the 
broader culture and society as much as anybody 
else. This logic of the world does not often consider 
mercy a value, but a weakness. Therefore, so-called 
blind justice or the mentality of “an eye for an eye” 
approach toward others tends to govern our interac-
tions with those who have offended, hurt, or simply 
annoyed us. 
 
But Francis of Assisi calls us to resist that tempta-
tion, to see those within and outside our religious 
communities not according to this logic of the world, 
but with the eyes of Jesus Christ who has called us 
to show mercy in the way mercy has been shown to 
each of us.  For Francis, mercy wasn’t just an action 
or disposition, but the last and highest name for 
God.  Written near the end of his life and said to be 
inspired by the ninety-nine names of God in Islam, 
Francis’ The Praises of God concludes with the line:  
 

“You are all our sweetness,  
You are our eternal life:  

Great and wonderful Lord,  
Almighty God, Merciful Savior.”  

 
In other words, the mercy of Saint Francis is more 
than treating one another well; it is about living in a 
way more like God.   
 

Fr. Daniel P. Horan, OFM, is a Franciscan friar  
of Holy Name Province (New York), who teaches  

systematic theology at the Catholic Theological Union 
in Chicago.  He is a Roman Catholic priest,  

theologian, columnist for America Magazine,  
speaker and author. 

 
Used with permission from Franciscan Media 

(www.FranciscanMedia.org). 



Calendar of  Events 
October 2020 

 
10/2-3: EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

begins the First Friday of every month  
after the 8:30AM Mass (in the church). 

 
10/2: PRAISE & WORSHIP ADORATION–7PM 

This Service takes place during the monthly  
First Friday, 24-hour Adoration and includes  
Contemporary Music, Gospel Reading, a Homily, 
Period of Silence, Benediction, Sending Song,  
and Reposition.  ALL are welcome! 

 
10/3: THE BLESSING OF ANIMALS – 1:00PM 

(Will be held in the Memorial Garden) 
 
10/3: THE TRANSITUS OF ST. FRANCIS OF 

ASSISI (will NOT be celebrated this year) 
 
10/4: 27th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME/ 

THE FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
 
10/4: RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY/ 

LIFE CHAIN PRAYER VIGIL—3:00PM  
(See details in this issue.) 

 
10/7: OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY 
 
10/11: 28th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
10/12: COLUMBUS DAY (Observed) 
  
10/18: 29th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME/ 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 
 
10/22: ST. JOHN PAUL II, POPE 
 
10/25: 30th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME/ 

PRIESTHOOD SUNDAY 
 
10/31: HAPPY HALLOWEEN!   
 
11/1: ALL SAINTS DAY 
 
11/1: DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 

Turn clocks BACK 1 hour!    
 
11/2: ALL SOULS DAY 
 
11/3: FEAST OF ST. MARTIN DE PORRES 
 
11/3: ELECTION DAY – VOTE!!  

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church  
continues to celebrate public Masses  

throughout the week (Sunday through Saturday). 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, strict protocols  
are still in place.  Please read the document,  

“Protocols and Procedures for Attending Mass”, 
posted on our parish website: 

(www.stphilipbenizi.org).  This document is also in-
cluded in SPB’s weekly Flocknote,  

which is sent to parishioners by e-mail. 
 

Our (temporary) Mass Schedule is as follows: 
 

4:00PM Saturday Vigil Mass (English) 
7:30AM Sunday Mass (English) 
10:00AM Sunday Mass (English) 
1:00PM Sunday Mass (Spanish) 
4:00PM Sunday Mass (English) 
7:00PM Sunday Mass (Spanish) 

 
Weekday Masses 

Mon – Sat: 8:30AM/ Wed: 7:00PM (English) 
Tuesday & Thursday: 7:30PM (Spanish) 

 
Our parish will continue to live-stream Masses  
at http://bit.ly/2TZ1lZT, for those who are ill,  
have anxiety, or are at high risk for contracting  

the Coronavirus. 
 

Please check your e-mail and our website for  
updates, schedules, and messages from our Friars 
and the Archdiocese.  Through this pandemic and  
at all times, let us pray, “Jesus, I Trust in You.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Date: August 25, 2020 
From: Maureen Smith, Director,  
  Office of Communications 
RE: Extension of Dispensation to Attend Mass  
 
Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, OFM Conv. has 
extended the dispensation from the obligation to  
attend Mass until Monday, September 28, 2020.  
 
Those who are healthy, willing and able to comply 
with safety protocols and who wish to attend are  
encouraged to do so.  Those who are at high-risk of 
complications from COVID-19 or who are caretak-
ers for the vulnerable are encouraged to participate 
in an online or televised liturgy.   



October 2020 
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
“To you who hear I say, love your enemies, 
do good to those who hate you,  
bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who mistreat you. 
Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
Stop judging and you will not be judged. 
Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive and you will be forgiven.”   
(Luke 6: 27-28, 31, 37) 
 
For those who think that being a Christian is easy, think 
again.  Following Jesus is much more than praying,   
going to Church and being a nice person.  Discipleship 
carries with it a high cost.  If we want to be true disciples 
of Jesus, we must accept the “hard teachings” of Jesus 
and live them in our daily lives. 
 
Of all the hard teachings of Jesus, one of the most chal-
lenging is “love your enemies”.  Why would anyone 
choose to love an enemy?  Why would anyone choose to 
“do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse 
you, and pray for those who mistreat you”? 
 
From a “worldly” perspective, it doesn't make sense to do 
any of these things.  In a society that values power, 
wealth, position, and winning at all costs, loving the    
enemy has no place.  Jesus understood this.  He lived in 
a country that had been overthrown by the Romans.  His 
people were waiting for a Messiah to come to make 
things right.  This Messiah would be a conquering hero 
who would exercise power and domination over the   
enemies of Israel. 
 
The message of Jesus was countercultural.  He advocat-
ed nonviolence and peaceful resistance. 
 
“To the person who strikes you on one cheek, 
offer the other one as well, 
and from the person who takes your cloak, 
do not withhold even your tunic.”  (Luke 6:29) 
 
Through the centuries, the teachings of Jesus were 
“domesticated” and watered down.  The radical teach-
ings were glossed over.  The Church herself waged war 
against the “enemies” of Christendom.  What are we to 
do with the “hard teachings” of Jesus?  The answer, of 
course, is that we need to pay attention to them.  If we 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that he is “the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life,” then we must take Him at 
His word.  
 
Some may say that they have no enemies and that may 
be so, but I suspect that many of us do have people in 
our lives with whom we are at odds and whom we may 
treat as enemies.  The problem with having enemies is 
that it keeps us from seeing the truth about those we  
label as “enemy”.  Jesus came to reveal the truth about 
humanity and the truth is that we are all sons and daugh-
ters of God and, as a consequence, we are all brothers 
and sisters of one another.  Labeling a brother or sister 
as an enemy makes it impossible for us to see them as  

they truly are.  It discounts our common humanity and 
the inherent goodness and beauty of each human      
person. 
 
Let us consider a timely example from the world of poli-
tics.  We are one month away from Election Day 2020.  
To say that our country is divided and that the coming 
election is contentious would be a gross understatement.  
The political climate has not only divided the nation, but it 
is also dividing families, friends, and neighbors.  Why?  
The answer is that we are allowing politics to influence 
the way that we view one another. 
 
It is very common for members of one political party to 
refer to members of the other party as “the enemy”.  The 
rhetoric by candidates on the campaign trail is often 
vitriolic, demeaning, and downright nasty.  Even worse, 
there is a growing tendency to demonize those who 
belong to “the other” party and to characterize them as 
enemies of our country.  This is terribly misguided and 
very destructive. 
 
If we ever needed the teachings of Jesus to set us 
straight, it is certainly now.  We are called to love those 
with whom we disagree.  We are called to do good to 
them, bless them, and pray for them.  When it comes to 
political parties and political differences, we should     
presume the best and refuse to treat each other as the 
enemy. 
 
It is true that there are serious issues facing our nation 
and that the coming election is important, but elections 
shouldn’t break up families or friendships.  Elections 
shouldn’t divide workplaces, churches, and neighbor-
hoods.  I realize that elections are “all about winning”, but 
it seems to me that we will all be losers if we do not listen 
to the words of Jesus: 
 
“Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
Stop judging and you will not be judged. 
Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive and you will be forgiven.”  (Luke 6:31, 37) 
 
During this final month before Election Day 2020, let us 
pray for our nation; for healing of divisions; for civility in 
our interactions with one another; for wisdom to discern 
the best candidates for office; for the ability to see the 
best in others; for peace and harmony; and most of all, 
for love of God and neighbor.  Amen. 
 
Fr. John 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

October 25, 2020  

Prayer for Priests 
by St. Thérèse of Lisieux 

 
O Jesus, eternal Priest,  

keep your priests within the shelter  
of Your Sacred Heart,  

where none may touch them.  
 

Keep unstained their anointed hands,  
which daily touch Your Sacred Body.  

 
Keep unsullied their lips,  

daily purpled with your Precious Blood.  
 

Keep pure and unearthly their hearts,  
sealed with the sublime mark  

of the Priesthood.  
 

Let Your holy love surround them and  
shield them from the world’s contagion.  

 
Bless their labors with abundant fruit  

and may the souls to whom they minister  
be their joy and consolation,  

here and in heaven,  
their beautiful and everlasting crown.  

Amen. 

 
The Elijah Cup Prayer  
(from St. Philip Benizi Parish) 

 
Gracious and loving God, 

help the men and women of our parish 
to hear the call to serve your Church. 

 
Our needs are great 

and our people thirst for your presence. 
 

Open the hearts of many; 
Raise up faithful servants of the Gospel – 

dedicated holy priests, 
sisters, brothers, and deacons 

who will spend themselves for your 
people and their needs. 

 
Bless those who are serving now 
with courage and perseverance. 
Grant that many will be inspired 

by their example and faith. 
 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
VVV 

Thank our Priests Today for all they do in Jesus’ Name!   



Respect Life News 
Submitted by Tina Knight 
 
These last months have been trying for all of us as 
we’ve seen businesses, schools and churches close 
due to Covid-19.  Within our own families, there has 
been a loss of jobs, while others have had their trust in 
God put to the test, waiting for loved ones to recover 
from Covid-19 and other serious illnesses.  Certainly, 
this period has truly given us a new appreciation for 
family, jobs, teachers, our faith community, and espe-
cially for the sacraments. 
 
Adding to this very difficult time, our country has been 
focused on the issue of racism. In communities all 
across the country and even within our own county, 
there is an assault on a daily basis on human dignity 
that points to racism.  Take a drive to 519 Forest Park-
way in Forest Park any Monday through Saturday.  All 
day long, there is a steady stream of women entering 
the unmarked building; so many arrivals that the parking 
lot is overflowing.  Sadly, the majority of women entering 
this abortion facility in Forest Park are women of color.  
For those who may be tempted to defend this business 
as offering health care to women, the only services   
offered here are abortion services.  Two humans enter 
the building, but only one comes out alive. 
 
Did you know that 78% of Planned Parenthood clinics 
are in minority neighborhoods?  Planned Parenthood 
calls it a marketing strategy.  It is interesting to note that 
their founder, Margaret Sanger, was a known eugenicist 
and racist.  In a 1939 letter to Dr. C.J. Gamble, a mem-
ber of the Birth Control Federation of America, Margaret 
Sanger stated, “We don’t want word to get out that we 
want to exterminate the Negro population. And the   
minister is the man who can straighten out that idea if it 
ever occurs to any of their more rebellious members.” 
 
Here in Georgia, in 2019, African-Americans made up 
38% of the total population of women (ages 15-44), yet 
accounted for the largest racial group of abortions at 
63%.  According to the Issues 4 Life website, “Since 
abortion was legalized in 1973, more Black Americans 
have been killed by abortion than the total number of 
Black American deaths from all other causes com-
bined.”  Is our indifference and tolerance of this assault 
on people of color contributing to the sin of racism? 
 
Schools, businesses and churches were closed during 
the quarantine period, but abortion facilities remained 
open.  Businesses and churches were deemed non-
essential, yet abortion facilities were considered essen-
tial services and, therefore, have remained open.  
 
Recently, our church has focused on the sin of racism.  
We have been challenged to get involved – to be a part 
of the solution to ending this terrible blight on humanity.  
Here are two opportunities to get involved in a positive, 
prayerful, peaceful protest to end the indignity of abor-
tion.  
 
The Fall Campaign for 40 Days for Life begins        
on Wednesday, September 23rd and runs until Sunday,  

November 1st.  You can be part of the solution by     
joining us in a truly peaceful Prayer Vigil in front of A 
Preferred Women’s Health Clinic abortion facility.  Don’t 
be fooled by the name.  NO health services are offered 
there – only abortions. Many women have stated that 
they thought abortion was their only option.  They felt 
abandoned and believe that if only someone had been 
there for them, they would not have chosen abortion.  
You can be that someone who is instrumental in helping 
a woman to make a healthy choice for herself and her 
unborn   baby.  Pregnancy should be a happy time – a 
reason to celebrate.  Some women need a friend to 
walk along side of them to reassure them that every-
thing will be  alright and that God has a purpose for 
them and for their unborn baby.  Others need to be  
connected to resources, such as housing and employ-
ment, to help them not only during the pregnancy, but 
long after as well. You may be that person who is instru-
mental in changing someone’s life.  Please consider 
joining us.  To sign up, go to:  
 

https://www.40daysforlife.com/forest-park. 
 
On Sunday, October 4th, join us as we gather in silent 
prayer for an end to abortion.  Stand with us as we pray 
for mothers with difficult pregnancies, and for our nation-
al leaders.  Beginning at 3PM, we will meet at the corner 
of North Main Street and Mill Street in downtown Jones-
boro.  Life Chain is a national, one hour, public Prayer 
Vigil in which participants will space ten feet apart – a 
recommendation established long before Covid-19.  
Please join us and be a witness in our community that 
all life has value, especially the most vulnerable 
among us, the unborn.  For more information on these 
two activities, please e-mail me at: tinaknight@att.net. 
 
Finally, if you are suffering the effects of the trauma of 
abortion or have been affected by someone else’s abor-
tion, help is available through Post Abortion Treat-
ment and Healing (PATH).  Please call (404) 717-
5557 for assistance.  For information on PATH, go to 
www.healingafterabortion.org.   
 

(Note: Statistics included in this article are from  
Georgia’s Oasis: online vital statistics database.) 

Above: Participants in the 2019 Life Chain Prayer Vigil 



The Groan of a New Creation 
By Darleine Arce  

 
These past weeks and months have been difficult.  For 
several weeks, I have been mulling over words, and 
much like my mother’s words, it is hard to ignore the 
message.  For me, these words have been: “dry bones”, 
“mouthpiece of the Lord”, and “graves into gardens”.  I 
know that I am not alone in my experience of these 
months…like the experience of trudging my feet through 
a bad, dessert storm.  Every time it felt like things were 
finally lifting, a new issue or problem would arise that 
we as a family had to face, or something that brought 
back a sad memory. Between my grandfather’s worsen-
ing Alzheimer’s, my grand-aunt’s recurring and worsen-
ing cancer, the anniversary of the passing of my pets, 
and the numerous losses of friends and acquaintances 
(COVID and non-COVID related), this summer has been 
the most difficult that I have faced in my entire life.  It 
even got to the point where I would cringe any time I  
received a phone call.  And if that were not enough, my 
heart hurt for you too (my parish family) every time you 
experienced a bad blow from life or loss of a loved one 
or friend.  I can easily sum it up by saying that it has felt 
like a constant battering of events as I have taken     
refuge in the trenches. 
 
In the moments of calm, this season of discomfort has 
left me feeling like Ezekiel, looking over the valley of dry 
bones.  As I contemplate, “What else could go wrong?”, 
the enemy has tried to instill the fear of what it would 
mean to sink into the valley, and what it would mean to 
embrace these “graves”, and the feeling of powerless-
ness that can accompany that dangerous road.  It is  
almost easier to hide in the trenches than to go out into 
the valley and face the graves.  
 
Ezekiel’s words have resounded with me, and in them; I 
find a consoling promise to look forward to that which 
has sustained my spirit, and I wish to share it with you 
here: 

 
“God said to me,  

‘Mortal man, the people of Israel  
are like these bones.  

They say that they are dried up,  
without any hope and with no future. 

 
So prophesy to my people Israel  

and tell them that I, the Sovereign Lord,  
am going to open their graves.  

I am going to take them out  
and bring them back to the land of Israel. 

 
When I open the graves  

where my people are buried and bring them out,  
they will know that I am the Lord.   

I will put my breath in them, bring them back to life,  
and let them live in their own land.   

Then they will know that I am the Lord. 
I have promised that I would do this — and I will.   

I, the Lord, have spoken.’” 
(Ezekiel 37: 11-14) 

Out of these periods of darkness and uncertainty, God is 
at work.  He takes these fears, worries, and situations…
these “graves” that I have dug for myself (and that may-
be you have dug for yourself too?)… and turns them into 
gardens of hope and faith.  He takes our dry, weary and 
tired bones, puts them together, and breathes new life to 
animate them.  And not just that, but He unites us into 
one army…one people…one family. 
 
If you are still feeling like you are in the trenches, know 
that you are not alone.  I am with you — and more     
importantly, the Lord is with us!  He is here! 

 
“But you are ‘a chosen race, a royal priesthood,  

a holy nation, a people of his own,  
so that you may announce the praises’  
of him who called you out of darkness  
into his wonderful light.”  (1 Pt 2:9) 

 
VVV 

 
O, Sweet Jesus, 

may every good feeling  
that is fitted for Your praise, 

love You, delight in You, adore You! 
God of my heart, 

and my Portion, Christ Jesus, 
may my heart faint away in spirit, 

and may You be my Life within me! 
May the live coal of Your Love 

grow hot within my spirit 
and break forth into a perfect fire; 

may it burn incessantly on the altar of my heart; 
may it glow in my innermost being; 

may it blaze in hidden recesses of my soul; 
and in the days of my consummation 

may I be found consummated with You! 
Amen. 

 
(Excerpt from the prayer, You are Christ,  

by St. Augustine of Hippo) 



Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary 
Feast Day: October 7 

 
Since the 16th century, Catholic piety has assigned entire months to special devo-
tions. October is the month of the Most Holy Rosary. Pope Leo XIII personally start-
ed the practice of devoting October to the Rosary. In a letter of September 1, 1883, 
mindful of the Rosary’s power to strengthen faith and foster a life of virtue, he out-
lined the triumphs of the Rosary in past times and admonished the faithful to dedi-
cate the month of October to the Blessed Virgin Mary, through the daily recitation of 
the Rosary in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, in order to obtain through her 
intercession, the grace that God would console and defend His Church in her suffer-
ings. (www.catholicculture.org)  
 
“The Rosary is a Scripture-based prayer. It begins with the Apostles’ Creed, which 
summarizes the great mysteries of the Catholic faith. The Our Father, which intro-
duces each mystery, is from the Gospels. The first part of the Hail Mary is the An-
gel’s words announcing Christ’s birth and Elizabeth’s greeting to Mary. St. Pius V 

officially added the second part of the Hail Mary. The Mysteries of the Rosary center on the events of Christ’s life. There 
are four sets of Mysteries: Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious, and––added by Saint John Paul II in 2002––the Luminous. The 
repetition in the Rosary is meant to lead one into restful and contemplative prayer related to each Mystery. The gentle 
repetition of the words helps us to enter into the silence of our hearts, where Christ’s spirit dwells. The Rosary can be 
said privately or with a group.” (www.usccb.org) 
 
“The Rosary is by its nature a prayer for peace, since it consists in the contemplation of Christ, the Prince of Peace, the 
one who is ‘our peace’ (Eph 2:14). Anyone who assimilates the mystery of Christ – and this is clearly the goal of the 
Rosary – learns the secret of peace and makes it his life’s project. Moreover, by virtue of its meditative character, with 
the tranquil succession of Hail Marys, the Rosary has a peaceful effect on those who pray it, disposing them to receive 
and experience in their innermost depths, and to spread around them, that true peace which is the special gift of the 
Risen Lord (cf. Jn 14:27; 20.21). 
 
The Rosary is also a prayer for peace because of the fruits of charity which it produces. When prayed well in a truly 
meditative way, the Rosary leads to an encounter with Christ in His mysteries and so cannot fail to draw attention to the 
face of Christ in others, especially in the most afflicted. How could one possibly contemplate the mystery of the Child of 
Bethlehem, in the joyful mysteries, without experiencing the desire to welcome, defend and promote life, and to shoul-
der the burdens of suffering children all over the world? How could one possibly follow in the footsteps of Christ the Re-
vealer, in the mysteries of light, without resolving to bear witness to His ‘Beatitudes’ in daily life? And how could one 
contemplate Christ carrying the Cross and Christ Crucified, without feeling the need to act as a ‘Simon of Cyrene’ for 
our brothers and sisters, weighed down by grief or crushed by despair? Finally, how could one possibly gaze upon the 
glory of the Risen Christ or of Mary Queen of Heaven, without yearning to make this world more beautiful, more just, 
more closely conformed to God’s plan? 
 
In a word, by focusing our eyes on Christ, the Rosary also makes us peacemakers in the world. By its nature, as an 
insistent choral petition in harmony with Christ’s invitation to “pray ceaselessly” (Lk 18:1), the Rosary allows us to hope 
that, even today, the difficult ‘battle’ for peace can be won. Far from offering an escape from the problems of the world, 
the Rosary obliges us to see them with responsible and generous eyes, and obtains for us the strength to face them 
with the certainty of God’s help and the firm intention of bearing witness in every situation to ‘love, which binds every-
thing together in perfect harmony’ (Col 3:14).” (Excerpt: Apostolic Letter of St. John Paul II, Pope: ROSARIUM VIR-
GINIS MARIAE, on The Most Holy Rosary; www.vatican.va/) 
 
Let us pray:  
O God, whose Only Begotten Son, 
by his life, Death, and Resurrection, 
has purchased for us the rewards of eternal life, 
grant, we beseech thee, 
that while meditating on these mysteries 
of the most holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
we may imitate what they contain 
and obtain what they promise, 
through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
How to Pray the Rosary: 
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/rosaries/how-to-pray-the-rosary 

The Rosary  
is the  

“Weapon”  
for these  

times.   
 

~St. Padre Pio 



 

Eucharistic Adoration 
is an invitation by Our 
Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament to spend 
time in prayer and 
presence with Him; to 
praise Him, to adore 
Him, to make repara-
tion to His Sacred 
Heart and to petition 
Him for our needs. 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
is a time when one can 

come face-to face with Jesus, the Lord of all 
creation. Jesus looks at us and we look at 
Him, fully present in the Blessed Sacrament. 
Eucharistic Adoration is an opportunity for us 
to take time out of our busy lives to come 
and rest in the Lord! 
 
“The most powerful thing we can do on this 
earth with our time is to spend it in Eucharis-
tic adoration. Nothing can do more to change 
the world, to bring about peace, to convert 
hearts, to make reparation for the many evils 
committed. Spending time in prayer may 
seem, on the outside, to be a passive thing; 
however, it is anything but! Our world is in 
desperate need of hope, of renewal, of a 
‘turning back’ to the things of God. By visiting 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, we take 
up the best weapon for the battles of our age 
and contribute to the healing of our culture. 
Cultivating a Eucharistic life of adoration also 
bears tremendous fruit in our own hearts and 
lives. We cannot spend time in the rays of 
His Eucharistic Presence without receiving 
His grace, His love, His mercy, His peace. 
As we gaze upon Him Face to face, we are 
transformed little by little into a closer reflec-
tion of His divine image.”  
  

~ Poor Clares of Perpetual Adoration 
 
“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

make your requests known to God.  
Then the peace of God that surpasses  

all understanding will guard your hearts  
and minds in Christ Jesus.” 

(Philippians 4:6-7) 

When this is over… 
 
When this is over,  
May we never again 
Take for granted 
A handshake with a stranger 
Full shelves at the store 
Conversations with the neighbors 
A crowded theatre 
Friday night out 
The taste of Communion 
A routine checkup 
The school rush each morning 
Coffee with a friend 
The stadium roaring 
Each deep breath 
A boring Tuesday 
Life itself.  
 
When this ends 
May we find 
That we have become 
More like the people 
We wanted to be 
We were called to be 
We hoped to be 
And may we stay 
That way – better 
For each other 
Because of the worst.  
 
~ Laura Kelly Fanucci 
 
 

Laura Kelly Fanucci is a writer and  
speaker, an award-winning columnist  
for Catholic News Service, and has  

authored seven books.  She earned her 
Master of Divinity from Saint John’s 

School of Theology and her BA from the 
University of Notre Dame.  Her nationally 

syndicated column, “Faith at Home”,  
runs monthly in Catholic newspapers 

across the U.S. 



The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) Welcomes… 
 
Please join me in welcoming individuals and families preparing to receive Sacraments of Initiation in the Catholic Church. 
We hope their pictures and stories below will allow you to come to know them better.  Please say hello and welcome them 
when you see them at Mass and pray for them along their journey.  You, the faithful, are an integral part of their journey 
and become actively engaged with those who are seeking Christ by offering your prayers, support, and example. 
 
Ways you can support those journeying through the Initiation Process: 
 

n Participate and be witnesses to the celebrations of the rituals in the Sunday Mass.  
n Be present, especially on Sundays. Your presence during liturgy is essential to the community and acts  

 as a witness and example. 
n Join the Prayers of the Faithful for our candidates and catechumens in the Initiation Process.  
n Choose a particular individual or family to pray for and/or send messages of encouragement. 
n Be an example of what it means to live a Christian life – in Word, Worship, Work, Community and Service.           

Our catechumens and candidates are watching! 
n Volunteer to be a sponsor!  Sponsors can be families or individuals.  Sponsors serve as spiritual guides and friends.  

Usually, sponsors journey through the Initiation Process with the family or individual by attending      sessions with 
them.  Sponsors are also present for the rites and reception of the sacraments.  Sponsors are  examples of Chris-
tian faithfulness; they do not need to have all the answers.  This is a very fulfilling ministry     as those who serve 
make new friends, grow in faith, and respond to Jesus’ command to go and make disciples. 

 
Araceli Villanueva 
My name is Araceli Villanueva.  I’m 26 years old, was born in Houston, Texas, but was 
raised here in Georgia.  I have been with my partner for 11 years and am thankful that Jesus 
put him in my path.  I have two children; an 8 year-old daughter, Natalie, and a 2 year-old 
son, Juan.  I want to receive the sacraments because I want to receive Jesus for the first 
time and have a strong bond with Him.  My daughter just received her First Communion on 
August 8, 2020.  I felt so happy for her because she received God in her heart.  I want her to 
learn about Jesus, that He is always with us, and that she can trust Him.  On August 9, 
2020, my son was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes.  I felt like the world had fallen, but with 
the help of Jesus, prayers, and family, I knew that everything was going to be fine and that I 
just had to trust in God.  I am thankful for everybody that has my family in their prayers.  
 
 

The Diaz-Garcia Family 
Hi, my name is Elisabeth Garcia – we are the Diaz-Garcia family.  I was born and raised in California 
and came to Georgia at the age of 12-13.  I am a mother of 3 beautiful children (2 girls & 1 boy), and 
a grandmother of a baby boy, Lino Garcia.  My fiancé, Tony Diaz, and I have been  together for 8 
years.  I have been a nurse for the past 10 years and I love what I do.  I was raised in a Catholic en-
vironment since a young age.  I remember my grandmother always taking me to church to pray and 
every day we would read the Catechism.  We love spending time together and with family.  We love 
going to the beach to relax and enjoy life.  Tony and I have received all our sacraments, however, my 
son Samuel and daughters Angela and Ivana have not.  I would love for my children to learn more 
about God and for them to have the wonderful, spiritual experience of receiving all the sacraments. 
 

The Matos-Paredes Family 
We are Manuel Matos Perdomo and Iris Paredes Velez.  We met in Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic and have been married since 2007.  Our oldest child, Melina Matos, 
is 10 years old and was born in New York City.  The youngest child, Manuel Matos, is 
three years old and was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico.  In 2018, we decided to move to 
Georgia, looking for a change for our family.  Through the invitation of a relative, we  
arrived at St. Philip Benizi Parish and became part of the RCIA program in order to   
obtain the sacraments of Baptism and First Communion for our children, without imagin-
ing the wonderful experience we would live.  From the first, God was there in each one 
of us, through each catechist, and each family who, like us, seeks to approach God and 
spiritual development as a family.  It has certainly changed our lives.  

 
Harrison 
My name is Harrison.  I’m 26 and I’ve lived here in Georgia my whole life (although most people assume I’m British).  I   
recently spent over 5½ years making a stop motion short film called, “Welcome to Darkmoor” (which can be found on 
YouTube).  After closing such a significant chapter in my life, I decided to finally convert to Catholicism.  I was raised in the 
Episcopal Church and I attended regularly, until last year.  However, after having learned about the teachings of the Catho-
lic Church, I realized that I wanted to convert.  I was particularly drawn to the Catholic Church’s consistent life ethic, her  



Harrison 
teaching on the indissolubility of marriage, her profound respect for Christ’s true pres-
ence in the Eucharist, and the fact that the Catholic Church is the original Church, 
founded by Christ Himself (none of these things are so in the Episcopal Church).  I 
started going to St. Philip Benizi Church and its RCIA program only a few, short 
weeks before the current crisis put a stop to things, but fortunately, our group is still 
able to meet virtually in video meetings.  One of my family members is at high risk, 
and I have a vulnerability to sunlight so severe that I cannot even sit in the front of a 
car (much less drive one), so it’s likely to be a long time until I can attend Mass again 
physically…but I eagerly await the day that I can. 

 
Jasmine 
Hi.  My name is Jasmine.  I am 31, black and Mexican, and am originally from California, 
but I have lived in Georgia for the last 15 years.  My daughter, Courtney, is very shy for 
13 and is in the 8th grade.  She is part of the gifted program at the STEM magnet 
school, Rex Mill Middle School.  Courtney plays the flute in the band.  We love to go on 
adventures, roller skate, play laser tag and go hiking.  I work in Tech Support and am 
working on getting my BA in Project Management.  My grandmother was Catholic, but I 
did not grow up in the Church.  I have always identified as Catholic in spirit, but was  
never baptized.  Originally, I decided to join the Church so that my daughter could have 
a quinceañera the traditional way and for her to learn more about God.  I have always 
wanted to be baptized and felt that I needed to learn more about why I have been drawn 
to this faith.  I worked as a CNA for an elderly woman who lived in a Catholic assisted 

living home and immediately fell in love with the prayers and practices that she taught me.  I would like to volunteer as a 
catechist with young children after I am received into the Catholic faith. 
 
Marie Sapateh 
Hello my name is Marie Sapateh.  I am a mother of three and am from Sierra Leone, 
West Africa.  My parents were Muslim, but I attended a Catholic school throughout my 
school years from primary to secondary.  Even though my family was Muslim, they never 
restricted me from going to church.  The only thing was that they never allowed me to get 
baptized.  The children’s father is Catholic, which makes my transition to the faith very 
easy.  All my kids were baptized at St. Philip Benizi Church and, one day, I just decided 
that I wanted to be baptized, too.  Since I am grown now, there is no one to make a 
choice of what religion I should follow.  All these years, I have been coming to church with 
my kids.  There is no way to stop bringing my kids to a faith that I want for them, and a 
religion that I myself don’t understand much, so I am participating in the RCIA process. 

 
 
The Jennings/Trice Family 
Hello!  We are the Jennings/Trice family.  I am Nina Jennings, the mother of two beautiful, 
smart, and funny little girls.  They are Nalani Trice, who is 7 years old and in the 2nd 
grade, and Nailah Trice, age 5 is in Kindergarten.  They both love to sing and dance!  
They are attending North Henry Academy in Stockbridge.  We attend St. Philip Benizi 
Church every Sunday, usually at the 4PM Mass.  We would like the Church to pray for us, 
as I am a healthcare worker, and for my babies that are attending school face-to-face.  We 
pray every night and every morning for God to protect us and guide us on our journeys.  I 
am preparing for Confirmation and my girls are preparing for Baptism.  Thank you, for all 
of your prayers and support. 
 
 

The Rosales/Munoz Family 
Good afternoon.  We are the Rosales Munoz family.  My husband, Javier Rosales, and I,  
Juliana Munoz, have three children named Ivan, Aaron, and Gael.  We have always attended 
St. Philp Benizi Church.  The truth is that it is the only one we have been going to since we 
arrived from Mexico.  Our son, Ivan, made his First Communion last year and since we     
attended the Family Program, I have been looking for information for Aaron and Gael to    
receive their sacraments. When Darleine did me the favor of telling me about the RCIA     
program, I thought the opportunity for the children to prepare was excellent, since they were 
already over seven years old and still needed Baptism.  This is how we learned about the 
RCIA program.  I am very grateful for all the help we have received from everyone in the 
Church.  Thank you.  
 

Please welcome and pray for those currently in the RCIA process!  
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Our prayers and  

heartfelt sympathy go out to 
the family of: 

 
V Chukwuchebem Nkeokelonye, brother of  
 Emmanuela Igbokwe 
V Velma Sermulis, aunt of Lorraine Miller (DRE) 
V Elias Gonzalez, father of Maria de Jesus Duran 
V Benito Rabasto, brother of Nancy DeFreese 
V Reyes Rojas, wife of Aurelio Rojas; mother of Nikki 
 (Nicolasa) Rojas Morales and Aurelio Rojas, Jr. 
V Colleen Bolden, parishioner 
V Mrs. Nneoma Jane Ashamole Okpara, mother of  
 Eugene Okpara 

 
“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon them.   
May the souls of the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.   
Amen.”  

I am Free 
 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free. 
I’m following the path  
God has laid you see. 

I took His hand when I heard Him call. 
I turned my back and left it all.  

 
I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work or play. 
Tasks left undone must stay that way. 

I found that peace at the close of the day. 
 

If my parting has left a void, 
Then fill it with remembered joys. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

 
Be not burdened with times of sorrow. 
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full, I savored much, 
Good friends, good times,  

A loved one’s touch. 
 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief. 
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your heart and peace to thee. 
God wanted me now; He set me free! 

 
(Several authors have been attributed to this poem.) 

 

“When some lives,  
including those of the unborn,  

are subjected to the personal choices 
of others, no other value or right  

will be long guaranteed.”   
 

~Pope St. John Paul II  


