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“Every day is a  

Holiday;  

Every meal is a  

Banquet.” 
 

(Parishioner Earl Flock’s 
“Attitude of Gratitude”) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

 
(Author: Thomas Ken; 1637-1711) 



Calendar of  Events 
November 2020 

 
11/1: ALL SAINTS DAY 
 
11/1: DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 

Turn clocks BACK 1 hour!    
 
11/2: ALL SOULS DAY 
 

The Book of the Names of the Dead  
will be displayed in the sanctuary of the 

church during all Masses throughout  
the month of November.  Names of  
loved ones who have died this year  
(or have never been written in the 
Book) may be added, but not as  
in past years.  Please check the  

Bulletin, parish website, or Flocknote  
e-mails for procedures that will  

     be used this year. 
  

11/3: FEAST OF ST. MARTIN DE PORRES 
 
11/3: ELECTION DAY – VOTE!!  
 
11/6-7: EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

begins the First Friday of every month  
after the 8:30AM Mass (in the church). 

 
11/6: PRAISE & WORSHIP ADORATION-7PM 

This Service takes place during the monthly  
First Friday, 24-hour Adoration and includes  
Contemporary Music, Gospel Reading, a Homily, 
Period of Silence, Benediction, Sending Song,  
and Reposition.  ALL are welcome! 

 
11/11: VETERANS’ DAY 
 
11/22: OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,  

KING OF THE UNIVERSE 
 
11/26: THANKSGIVING DAY-MASS AT 10AM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11/29: 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church 
continues to celebrate public Masses  

throughout the week (Sunday through Saturday). 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, strict protocols  
are still in place.  Please read the document,  

“Protocols and Procedures for Attending Mass”, 
posted on our parish website: 

www.stphilipbenizi.org).  This document is also  
included in SPB’s weekly Flocknote,  

which is sent to parishioners by e-mail. 
 

Our (temporary) Mass Schedule is as follows: 
 

4:00PM Saturday Vigil Mass (English) 
7:30AM Sunday Mass (English) 
10:00AM Sunday Mass (English) 
1:00PM Sunday Mass (Spanish) 
4:00PM Sunday Mass (English) 
7:00PM Sunday Mass (Spanish) 

 
Weekday Masses 

Mon – Sat: 8:30AM/ Wed: 7:00PM (English) 
Tuesday & Thursday: 7:30PM (Spanish) 

 
Our parish will continue to live-stream Masses:  
https://www.facebook.com/stphilipbenizi.org/, 

or: https://www.stphilipbenizi.org/.  
 

Please check your e-mail and our website for  
updates, schedules, and messages from our Friars 
and the Archdiocese.  Thank you for joining us,  

whether in person or online! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
From: Maureen Smith, Director,  
  Office of Communications 
RE: Extension of Dispensation to Attend Mass  
 
Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, OFM Conv. 
has extended the dispensation from the obligation 
to attend Sunday Mass until further notice. 
 
Those who are healthy, willing and able to comply 
with safety protocols and who wish to attend are  
encouraged to do so.  Those who are at high-risk 
of complications from COVID-19 or who are 
caretakers for the vulnerable are encouraged to 
participate in an online or televised liturgy. 



November 2020 
(Part I) 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
On October 3, 2020, the vigil of the Feast of St. Francis 
of Assisi, Pope Francis signed his newest encyclical, 
“Fratelli Tutti”.  He did so in the crypt of the Basilica of St. 
Francis, at the tomb of the saint whose name he chose 
on the day of his election as Pontiff of the Roman Catho-
lic Church. 
 
The English translation of “Fratelli Tutti” is “Brothers and 
Sisters All.”  In the document’s introduction, Pope Fran-
cis explained that this greeting was used by St. Francis 
when he “addressed his brothers and sisters and       
proposed to them a new way of life, marked by the flavor 
of the Gospel.”  This new way of life, as demonstrated by 
the life of St. Francis, is one of “fraternal openness that 
allows us to acknowledge, appreciate and love each  
person, regardless of physical proximity, regardless of 
where he or she was born or lives.” [FT 1] 
 
Pope Francis described his deep desire in writing this 
encyclical: “It is my desire that, in this our time, by      
acknowledging the dignity of each human person, we 
can contribute to the rebirth of a universal aspiration to 
fraternity. Fraternity between all men and women.” [FT 8] 
 
The encyclical is rather long and analyzes a broad spec-
trum of problems, challenges, and crises that are facing 
humanity at the present moment.  He calls these “dark 
clouds over a closed world” which hinder the develop-
ment of universal fraternity. [FT 9] These include: globali-
zation; immigration; racism; xenophobia; climate change; 
economic disparity; the absence of human dignity for all 
persons; insufficient, universal, human rights; consumer-
ism; war and aggression; and the pandemic.  Pope Fran-
cis writes, “Despite these dark clouds, which cannot be 
ignored, I would like in the following pages to take up 
and discuss many new paths of hope.” [FT 54] 
 
In Chapter two, Pope Francis does a wonderful job of 
reflecting on the story of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-
37). This parable, he writes, deals with an age-old prob-
lem.  Who is our neighbor?  “In earlier Jewish tradition, 
the imperatives to love and care for others appear to 
have been limited to relationships between members of 
the same nation. The ancient commandment to ‘love 
your neighbor as yourself’ (Lev. 19:18) was usually un-
derstood as referring to one’s fellow citizens.” [FT 59] 
The parable of the Good Samaritan invites us to consider 
the injunction to love our neighbor as ourselves to be 
more universal in scope.  “Love does not care if a brother 
or sister in need comes from one place or another.  For 
love shatters the chains that keep us isolated and sepa-
rate; in their place, it builds bridges.  Love enables us to 
create one great family, where all of us can feel at 
home.... Love exudes compassion and dignity.” [FT 62]  

Pope Francis summarizes the parable: 
 
“The parable eloquently presents the basic decision we 
need to make in order to rebuild our wounded world.  In 
the face of so much pain and suffering, our only course 
is to imitate the Good Samaritan.  Any other decision 
would make us either one of the robbers or one of those 
who walked by without showing compassion for the suf-
ferings of the man on the roadside.  The parable shows 
us how a community can be rebuilt by men and women 
who identify with the vulnerability of others, who reject 
the creation of a society of exclusion, and act instead as 
neighbors, lifting up and rehabilitating the fallen for the 
sake of the common good.  At the same time, it warns us 
about the attitude of those who think only of themselves 
and fail to shoulder the inevitable responsibilities of life 
as it is.” [FT 67] 
 
In Chapter three, quoting the words of Jesus in the Gos-
pel of St. Matthew, “I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me”, Pope Francis exhorts us to recognize Christ in each 
of our abandoned and excluded brothers and sisters. 
This, of course requires “moving beyond ourselves”.  He 
writes: “In the depths of every heart, love creates bonds 
and expands existence, for it draws people out of them-
selves and towards others.  Since we have been made 
for love, in each one of us a law of ekstasis seems to 
operate: the lover goes outside the self to find a fuller 
existence in another.  For this reason, man always has to 
take up the challenge of moving beyond himself.” [FT 88] 
 
Pope Francis continues: “Love also compels us towards 
universal communion. No one can mature or find fulfill-
ment by withdrawing from others. By its very nature, love 
calls for growth in openness and the ability to accept  
others as part of a continuing adventure that makes   
every periphery converge in a greater sense of mutual 
belonging. As Jesus told us, ‘You are all brothers.’  (Mt 
23:8)” [FT 95] 
 
Pope Francis stresses that universal love promotes the 
dignity of each human person. “Social friendship and 
universal fraternity necessarily call for an acknowledge-
ment of the worth and dignity of every person, always 
and everywhere.” [FT 106]  He continues: “Every human 
being has the right to live with dignity and to develop  
integrally; this fundamental right cannot be denied by any 
country.  People have this right even if they are unpro-
ductive, or were born with or developed limitations.  This 
does not detract from their great dignity as human      
persons, a dignity based not on circumstances, but on 
the intrinsic worth of their being.  Unless this basic princi-
ple is upheld, there will be no future, either for fraternity 
or for the survival of humanity.” [FT 107]   
 
Fr. John  
 

To be continued next month… 



Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

“My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament. 
I love you above all things, and I desire you with all my heart. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if you were already in my heart  
and unite myself to you completely. 

Please do not let me ever be separated from you.  Amen.”   
~St. Alphonsus Liguori 

 
 
St. Alphonsus Liguori (1696–1787) was born near Naples, Italy 
and was the eldest of eight children of a noble family.  He became 
a lawyer after receiving doctorates in Canon and Civil Law at the 
age of 16.  For many years, he was successful in practicing law, 
but grew disenchanted with the profession.  After losing a case for 
the first time at the age of 27, after eight years of practicing the 
law, he discerned a call to enter the seminary and became a 
priest.  Alphonsus spent the early years of his Priesthood, minis-
tering to homeless and marginalized youth, and through this work, 
eventually founded the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, 
known as the Redemptorists, which aimed to preach in city slums.  
He was best known for his sermons, especially his ability to con-
vert those who were estranged from the faith, and for his great 
works in moral and spiritual theology.  Alphonsus was a practical 
and prudent theologian, avoiding the extremes of being too rigid 
and legalistic on the one hand, and too lax on the other, despite 

the fact that he struggled with scrupulosity in his personal life.  He suffered much from arthritis in 
his old age, his neck becoming so bent that his chin left an open sore on his chest.  His most     
famous written works were on the Virgin Mary and the Blessed Sacrament.  He died in 1787, was 
canonized on May 26, 1839, and, for his work in moral theology, was declared a Doctor of the 
Church in 1871.  He is the Patron Saint of moral theologians, vocations, arthritis sufferers, and 
those who struggle with scrupulosity.  St. Alphonsus Ligouri’s Feast Day is August 1st.   
 

(www.catholiccompany.com / Morning Offering)  

 
The Saint Philip Benizi AIDS Memorial Quilt 

will be displayed in the Gathering Area  
of the church on the weekend of  

November 28 – 29. 
 

Members of the AIDS Ministry ask each  
of our parishioners to view the Quilt  

and pray for those who are infected with HIV and AIDS,  
and for the families of those who have died  

from complications of AIDS, 
especially those whose names are  

embroidered on the Quilt. 
 

(The Quilt was made by SPB parishioner Janice Wernert.) 



Knights of Columbus 
Tara Council #6352 

481 Flint River Road 
Jonesboro, GA 30238 

(770) 478-4293 
 
On October 14, 2020 the Knights of Columbus held its 
48th Annual Public Service Appreciation Day.  The 
event was started 48 years ago to honor all Clayton 
County Public Safety Personnel for their service.  These 
honorees are members of the police, fire, EMT, and 
other departments.  They are invited to the Knights of 
Columbus Hall annually where they receive lunch and 
free gifts provided by local businesses. 
 
Each year, the various Public Safety departments are 
asked to submit a nominee for the Public Safety Person
-of-the-Year.  This year’s winner was Paramedic Lieu-
tenant Daniel Durand, Clayton County Fire & EMS. 
 
In conjunction with the Public Safety Person-of-the-Year 
award, the Knights of Columbus holds an essay contest 
with students from Our Lady of Mercy High School.  
They are given a topic relating to safety or current 
events, and are asked to defend their position.  The win-
ner receives a check for $100. 
 
This year’s topic was: “As a representative of your   
generation, what message would you send to our First 
Responders (police, fire & rescue) in reference to the 
current civil unrest and pandemic in our country?”  This 
year, there were two winners: Cindy Cao and Diana 
Garcia.  Both are in the 11th grade at Our Lady of Mercy 
High School. 
 
Clayton County Board of Commissioners Chairman  
Jeffrey E. Turner read the proclamation, declaring Octo-
ber as Public Safety Month in Clayton County.  Father 
Vincent Gluc, OFM Conv. of St. Philip Benizi Parish  
provided the Invocation to open the event, and Deacon 
Peter Swan (also of St. Philip’s) closed the event with 
the Benediction.  Highlights of the event are pictured 
below and in the pages that follow.  
  

(Submitted by Rick Schulze; Photos by Susan Douglas) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflection: 
What it means to be a Faithful Citizen 

 
During this election season, “it is important that we all 
apply the principles of our faith through our participation 
in the development of public policy.  The church does 
not support or oppose individual candidates for any pub-
lic office.  …In short, we won’t be telling you for whom to 
vote. 
 
…Some wonder if Catholics should participate in the 
creation of public policy in the first place.  The short  
answer is, yes.  Participation in the public good is an 
important expression of our Catholic faith as well as our 
right as citizens.  In the Catholic tradition, participation 
in the political process is a moral obligation rooted in our 
baptismal commitment.  It is a duty for us as both Amer-
icans and as Catholics.  Voting is one way to partici-
pate.  We vote because we are citizens, but we vote 
conscientiously because we are people of faith. 
 
As the U. S. Bishops state in their writings on Faithful 
Citizenship, it is extremely important for all citizens to 
see beyond party politics and to choose their political 
leaders according to principal, not party affiliation or 
mere self-interest. 
 
Catholic Social Teaching grants Catholics a consistent 
moral framework, drawn from basic human reason that 
is illuminated by Scripture and the teaching of the 
Church, for assessing issues, political platforms, and 
campaigns.  The more we learn about Catholic Social 
Teaching, the easier it will be to make well informed 
decisions about public policy. 
 
As disciples of Christ, we are called to: be instruments 
of grace, work to defend life, pursue justice, help make 
God’s Kingdom present, and heal the brokenness of the 
world.  Please, carefully consider how you can partici-
pate in your community by influencing public officials 
through your vote or through direct conversation to 
adopt policies that benefit all our brothers and sisters. 
 
This election season, I ask you to join me in education, 
participation, and most importantly, prayer.  Thank you.” 
 

(Excerpt: By Atlanta Archbishop, 
Gregory J. Hartmayer, OFM Conv.) 

Many thanks go to the Knights of Columbus for hosting this 
special event each year, and to all Public Safety Personnel, 
those who attended and those who could not.  We greatly 

appreciate all that you do in serving and protecting our 
communities.  May God bless you abundantly! 



Knights of Columbus Host 48th Annual Public Service Appreciation Day 

 
 
 
 
 

(L-R): Fr. Vincent Gluc, Parochial Vicar of St. Philip Benizi Parish and Chaplain of the Tara Council #6352 Knights of Columbus, 
gave the Invocation at the beginning of the event. / Clayton County Board of Commissioners Chairman Jeffrey E. Turner (L) and 
David Hinckley, Grand Knight of the Council, hold the framed Proclamation, declaring October as Public Safety Month in Clayton 

County. / All who attended enjoyed a delicious Chick-fil-A lunch, with all the trimmings. / Pictured are Thang Bui (L), from  
Our Lady of Vietnam Church in Riverdale, GA and Deacon Peter Swan of St. Philip’s.  Thang is in the Diaconate Formation  

Program and Deacon Peter is his mentor.  Deacon Peter closed the event with the Benediction. 

(L-R): Upon arriving at the Knights’ Hall, each guest was given a Door Prize ticket.  Rick Schulze (photo left) presented 
many with gift certificates that were donated by local businesses and restaurants, as well as sports hats (pictured above 
left), donated by Jonesboro Sports Center. / Grand Knight David Hinckley announced the winners of the essay contest—

Cindy Cao (center) and Diana Garcia (right), who read their essays during the luncheon.  These wonderful essays  
may be read on the following page.  Congratulations to these students from Our Lady of Mercy High School! 

(L-R) Above: Lt. Manuel Santiago III, Clayton County Police;  
Lt. Tony Griffin, Clayton County Sherriff’s Department; Capt. Paul 
Bonner,  Morrow Fire Department; and Corp. Jerry Branch, Lake 
City Police Department.  These four nominees were among five 
considered for Clayton County Public Safety Person-of-the-Year.  
Each received a Certificate of Appreciation and 2 sports hats from 
Grand Knight David Hinckley (on behalf of the Knights of Colum-

bus).  Our sincere gratitude goes to them all for their “bravery,  
courage, dedication and service to our county.”  

The final presentation of the day went to a Paramedic, 
Lieutenant Daniel Durand, Clayton County Fire & 

EMS, who was selected as the 2020 Public Safety 
Person-of-the-Year.  He received a Certificate of  

Appreciation, a plaque, and a gift certificate.   
Congratulations and God bless you for your service! 



Living Models of  
Justice, Goodness, and Humility 

By Cindy Cao 
 

“You have been told, O mortal, what is good, and what 
the Lord requires of you: Only to do justice and to love 

goodness and to walk humbly with your God.”  
(Micah 6:8, NAB) 

 
The role of “First Responder” in our community is a    
vocation; a call to preserve and promote the common 
good of society.  Though God has required of all His chil-
dren to care for one another, our First Responders are at 
the forefront of this call, especially during this time of civil 
unrest and COVID-19.  The job is not always pretty, but 
our First Responders are there to keep us safe and    
exemplify what it is that we, as brothers and sisters in 
Christ, should be for each other. 
 
Thank you for doing what is just.  The unfortunate truth is 
that the world is full of evil.  However, the peace that we 
have achieved within our society is the fruits of the     
labors of First Responders who promote justice.  During 
this time of civil unrest, the injustices of various individu-
als have been brought to light.  We recognize that our 
First Responders are acknowledging these issues and 
doing what is within their power to defend the vulnerable.  
Though man often falters, we trust that our First         
Responders will continue to promote justice for all     
people to the best of their ability. 
 
Thank you for doing what is good.  Amidst a pandemic, 
members of our community have increasingly become 
more vulnerable, yet our First Responders have put their 
lives on the line even more; to do good and help us.  
Many of our First Responders are willing to put them-
selves in danger for the sake of another.  You have 
placed the good of others, especially the physical health 
of others, before our own.  This is not an easy sacrifice, 
but it is much appreciated. 
 
Thank you for doing what is humble.  The common say-
ing goes, “with great power comes great responsibility”.  
I would argue that since our First Responders hold the 
responsibility of keeping citizens safe, they too hold 
great power, yet they are of the humblest workers in our 
community.  Your sacrifices of time and commitment to 
the safety of our community have not gone unnoticed.  
Law enforcement officers, firefighters, emergency    
medical technicians, emergency dispatchers, among all 
other First Responders, work behind the scenes with 
selflessness to maintain order and peace within our  
communities, even when we, as citizens, fail to show our 
gratitude. 
 

“There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life  
for one’s friend,” (John 15:13, NAB). 

 
The role of a First Responder is to love first.  First      
Responders, you are among the people who children 
and elders alike look towards as an example of love.  We 
urge you to continue fighting for what is just, good, and 
humble.  On behalf of my family, my parish, my school, 
and my community, I would like to thank our First       
Responders for being a model of responsible tenants of 
our world. 

Clayton County Public Safety  
Appreciation Day Essay 

By Diana Garcia 
 

First Responders are the foundation of a functioning  
society.  They help the community they are in, whether 
they are firefighters, nurses, doctors, etc.  As the modern 
world continues to grow, many people of my generation 
are becoming actively involved with the local community 
among them.  To my generation, the First Responders 
are the first people that adults call when there is unrest; 
they are the people that children are taught helps every-
one.  Although underappreciated and overlooked, First 
Responders are the ones who report when a crisis 
breaks out and they keep the general public safe.  They 
are the ones that the spotlight is put on when there is 
civil unrest, and they are highlighted even more during 
the pandemic.  They are putting their lives at risk for the 
sake of helping other people – an act of selflessness – 
and their work does not go unrecognized. 
 
In this age of information, my generation has far more 
access to everything on the internet than ever before.  
Many of us know all that is currently happening in the 
world with just a Google search and a few simple clicks.  
Even more so during this era of Covid-19, all the young 
people are going online in their homes and they are  
seeing what is happening in the outside world.  Since 
many are quarantined inside their homes, the internet 
becomes their way of staying connected with the world… 
and it is because of the First Responders that many are 
able to sit in the comfort of their homes.  That is why, as 
a representative of my generation, I’d like to say thank 
you to the First Responders.  Thank you for helping the 
community; you do so much for us.  Along with my    
gratitude, I would also like to recognize that these jobs 
are not easy, but they must be done.  In response to the 
pandemic, the medical responders have worked tireless-
ly every day.  In response to civil unrest, the community 
must come together in order to ensure that more victims 
of police brutality aren’t produced through the system. 
 
It is essential that situations involving First Responders 
should be calmly de-escalated.  If not, these situations 
will turn out less calm, losing control of them.  As a   
community, and even as a society, we must involve   
today’s young teenagers into these conversations      
because ultimately, the world being made right now will 
be the world my generation will handle in the near future.  
To the First Responders, I applaud them for everything 
they have done so far to help everyone.  They truly are 
the heroes of the pandemic who set a great example for 
generations to come.  First Responders show that in 
times of crisis, we must come together to overcome any-
thing and everything that comes our way; and that we 
can achieve as a community.  



Congratulations to our Confirmandi! 
 

1st Reading: (Isaiah 55:6-9);     2nd Reading: (Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a);     Gospel: (Matthew 20:1-16a) 
 
Despite the Coronavirus pandemic, St. Philip Benizi’s Faith Formation Staff and Catechists continue to prepare our 
children, youth, and adults for the sacraments.  On Sunday, September 20, 2020, a special Mass was scheduled to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation.  This was also Catechetical Sunday.  Atlanta’s Archbishop Gregory J. Hart-
mayer, OFM Conv. was the principal celebrant who confirmed 30 youth and adults during the Mass.  Due to Covid-19 
restrictions and protocols, attendance was limited to the clergy, Religious Education staff, catechists, the Confirmandi, 
their families, and sponsors.  St. Philip’s Pastor, Fr. John Koziol, concelebrated, with Deacon James Windon assisting 
and Fr. Luis Palacios serving as Altar Server.  The Emcee during the Mass was Fr. Gerardo Ceballos-Gonzalez, who is 
the archdiocese’s Master of Liturgical Ceremonies, Associate Vocations Director, and Priest Assistant to the Archbish-
op.  St. Philip’s Youth Minister, Susan Baker was also there to present the candidates and to help all go smoothly.   
Music Director Nick Dragone provided the music during the Mass.  Before the celebration, Archbishop Greg had the 
opportunity to speak with the candidates for Confirmation in the Parish Hall, socially distanced and wearing masks. 
 
At the beginning of the Mass, Fr. John welcomed everyone with these words: “Welcome to each of you as we gather 
together to celebrate this wonderful occasion of the Sacrament of Confirmation with our young people.  It’s an honor 
and a privilege…to welcome “home” our former pastor, Fr. Greg, who is now Archbishop Gregory Hartmayer of the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta.  Welcome home, Greg.  We’re very blessed to have him with us today as he celebrates and 
presides over our Confirmation Mass.  Let us show our appreciation for his presence.”   
 
The congregation responded with great applause, after which Archbishop Greg replied, “Thank you very much.  It’s a 
joy for me to come back here to St. Philip Benizi where I spent 15 years.  I probably baptized a number of the candi-
dates for Confirmation years ago, so it’s great for me to come back and now see you prepared for Confirmation.” 
 
The Mass continued in the usual way with the Sign of the Cross, the Gloria, the 1st and 2nd Readings, and the Gospel 
of Matthew which relayed the Parable of the landowner who hired workers for his vineyard, giving each the same daily 
wage, despite the time of the day that they started.  Archbishop Greg began his homily with a reflection on the Gospel.  
“God, like that landowner, can give as much as He wants; He can be generous…generous to almost being unfair…but 
it’s not about fairness; it’s not about justice.  It’s about generosity.  Jesus says that God is extravagant with His gener-
osity; that God is so generous with His mercy and His forgiveness that He literally throws it on us, in great amounts…
even if we don’t deserve it.”   
 
He went on to say that we are like the workers in the vineyard, some of us faithful and working to build the Kingdom of 
God from beginning to the end; some coming to faith in the middle of our lives, and some at the last hour.  But God 
does not show partiality – only generosity and mercy.  “God did something for us to show His generosity; to show His 
mercy.  He sent us His Son whom we call Jesus…and Jesus came for one reason…He came to forgive us for our sins, 
and He did it on the Cross. …What we have received by being redeemed, by being forgiven, by gaining salvation, is 
beyond our worth.  It’s more than we could imagine.”  
 
The Archbishop reminded us that we, of course, don’t have to accept God’s generosity, love, or His mercy.  We can 
choose to follow Christ or turn our backs on Him and live sinful lives, thinking that we have lots of time to change our 
ways…but we don’t know the time or the hour.  “What is going to happen to us at the end of life when we are 
judged?  ...We don’t know if we’ll be here tomorrow.  Only God knows…and wouldn’t we want to be ready when God 
calls us?  Wouldn’t we want the full day’s wage of eternal life?  It’s up to us to accept God’s generosity.” 
 
Archbishop Greg then addressed the candidates for Confirmation and spoke about the sacrament that they were about 
to receive.  By making the decision to become fully initiated into the Catholic Church, through Confirmation, they have 
chosen to embrace the Church and its teachings.  “They’re saying ‘Yes!’ to God, and they’re saying, ‘Yes, we want and 
are grateful for your generosity, for your grace, for your love, shown to us by sending us your Son.’”   
 
Through Confirmation, the candidates were about to receive the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit: Wisdom, Understanding, 
Knowledge, Counsel, Fortitude (or Courage), Piety, and Fear of the Lord.  But even though they have said “Yes”, the 
Archbishop cautioned; they still have a free will and are free to do what they want with the gifts they will receive.  “What 
are you going to do with them?  How are they going to be more a part of your life?  Is there going to be a change in you 
today?” 
 
Reflecting on one gift in particular – the gift of courage – Archbishop Greg delivered a challenging message that includ-
ed words of caution, advice, encouragement, and hope.  “Out of all seven…the one gift that I think you need the most 
and which you can benefit the most from, is the gift of courage.  …It’s not easy being a teenager today.  It’s not easy 
being a Catholic today. It’s not easy being a lady and a gentleman today.  There are so many who are pulling at you for 
your attention.  They want you to know that you need what they have.”  He continued, noting that teenagers are con-
stantly being bombarded with materialistic messages from many media that try to influence what they buy, listen to, 
watch, how to act and how to look.  “They’re after you for your attention to have the best and the latest…so you’re   
never satisfied.”  “…It takes courage to say ‘No, that’s not my value…I don’t need everything that people say I need.’”  



Congratulations to our Confirmandi! 
 
The choice of friends, the Archbishop stated, also has great influence on our youth, and sometimes leads to serious 
consequences.  Not wanting to disappoint or wanting to be included, young people may end up in situations that are 
harmful or wrong.  Again, they have a choice – to go along, letting others make wrong decisions for them, or to say, 
“No, I don’t need that….  What Confirmation can help you do, through the gift of courage, is to enable you to stand up 
for what is right, and holy and wholesome – and say ‘No’ to that which is evil or dark or sinful or illegal….”  
 
“For the first 16 years of my Priesthood, I spent those years working with High School students and attended far too 
many funerals of young people who made the wrong decision…once.  You can’t turn the clock back.  What the gift of 
courage, and the gift of wisdom, and the gift of knowledge can give you is a sense of knowing that you have the ability 
to say ‘No’ and walk away from something that is harmful and that is not going to help you in your relationship with 
your family, or your God.” 
 
“…My friends, I’m asking you to accept the gifts of the Holy Spirit that you’re going to receive today; take them        
seriously and incorporate them into your daily life; in your relationship with your parents; in relationship with your 
friends; in relationship with God.  Be a leader instead of a follower and lead people in the right direction.”  
 
Archbishop Greg then quoted a very successful basketball coach from Duke University, “Coach K”, who said,        
“The best advice that I ever received in my life was from my mother.  She said, ‘Son, if you want to make something 
out of yourself, then get on the right bus, with the right people, going in the right direction.’”  “Simple advice, but it can 
make all the difference in the world in the choices that you make,” the Archbishop said.   
 
He concluded his message to the youth with the following:  “The gifts that the Holy Spirit is going to give you today are 
not magic.  You have to work with those gifts; you have to change as time goes on and as you get older, and as you 
face more and more decisions.  …These gifts will help you if you draw upon them.”   
 
“…We are so proud of you as a Church, as a parish, as an archdiocese…for having the courage already to stand up 
and say, ‘Yes, I want to be confirmed in this faith, because I want to live the right life, for the right reasons, with the 
right people.’  You’ve come to the right place… and you are doing the right thing.” 
 
Finally, with Fr. Luis translating into Spanish, Archbishop Greg thanked the parents and sponsors for the important 
roles they have played and will continue to play in forming, teaching, guiding and being wonderful examples of practic-
ing Catholics for these Confirmandi.  “You have given your children the greatest inheritance any parent could give their 
child.  You gave them the gift of faith.  Parents, thank you for what you have done for your children.  …Godparents, 
thank you for taking on this responsibility of walking with them on their journey of faith.” 
 
The candidates were then asked to stand and make a Profession of Faith, renewing their Baptismal Promises which 
they couldn’t do for themselves when they were baptized as infants.  Then, Archbishop Greg, Fr. John and Fr. Luis 
came together in front of the altar and, with arms outstretched, called down the Holy Spirit upon the candidates for 
Confirmation.   
 
The 30 candidates were then confirmed, anointed on the forehead with Holy Chrism.  As each approached the     
Archbishop with their sponsors, he asked the candidates questions concerning the saint that they had chosen to be 
their Patron Saint.  “That saint will be their new ‘hero’; somebody who lived a holy life in the history of the Church.  
They chose that person because they want to imitate that saint.”   
 
The saints that were chosen were varied, and some of the responses to the questions were unique.  With each candi-
date, Archbishop Greg was personable, engaging, and very knowledgeable about each saint!  Most of the candidates 
were prepared for the Archbishop’s questions, but a few were not.  Still, Archbishop Greg treated them with patience 
and kindness, often adding a little humor.  At the conclusion of the Confirmation Rite, Archbishop Greg announced, 
“My friends, these are the most recently, fully initiated members of St. Philip Benizi and also, the Archdiocese of Atlan-
ta.  Congratulations to you and to your sponsors, parents, catechists, and your pastor.”  In response, everyone       
applauded with great enthusiasm. 
 
The Mass continued with the Liturgy of the Eucharist, Communion, the Closing Prayer and the Recessional.  After-
wards, Archbishop Greg graciously remained in the Gathering Area of the church where some of the newly confirmed 
and their families took the opportunity to have their pictures taken with the Archbishop.   
 
Many thanks go to all who made this wonderful celebration possible.  Special thanks go to Youth Minister Susan 
Baker and the Confirmation catechists for helping to prepare the candidates for Confirmation.  Congratulations again 
to the newly confirmed – may they take to heart the message that they heard this day from Archbishop Greg and    
remain open to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, relying on the seven gifts they have received, which will help them to 
grow in holiness and attain Heaven.  (~Yone Daly) 
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We were very happy to welcome back  
Archbishop Greg to St. Philip’s and hope that 

he returns often for various occasions! 
Pictured with him above are Deacon James 

Windon and our pastor, Fr. John Koziol. 

Youth Minister Susan Baker present-
ed the candidates to the Archbishop. 

During Archbishop Greg’s  
homily, Fr. Luis (above)  
translated into Spanish,  

the portion of the message that 
was directed to the parents  

and sponsors. 

Right: With arms raised, Archbishop Greg, 
Fr. John and Fr. Luis stood together in front 

of the altar to call down the Holy Spirit on the  
candidates for Confirmation. 

As each candidate approached the Archbish-
op with their sponsor, he asked them ques-
tions concerning the saint they chose.  The 

saint is meant to be their Patron Saint, a 
protector and guide, and someone who the 

candidate aspires to be like or wishes to 
imitate in their spiritual life.  

Throughout the Rite of Confirmation,  
Fr. John (R) stood in the sanctuary, holding 

the Archbishop’s crosier.  It was given to  
Archbishop Greg by the staff and parishioners 
of St. Philip Benizi Parish during his Mass of 

Thanksgiving on December 3, 2011.   
Archbishop Greg was ordained a Bishop  

on October 18, 2011, serving the Diocese of 
Savannah until he came to Atlanta.  

In all, 30 candidates were confirmed. 
 

(Photos by Susan Douglas) 



Congratulations to our Confirmandi!  

Left: With everyone wearing masks and 
the candidates speaking softly, it was 

sometimes difficult for Archbishop Greg 
to hear their responses.  

 

Below: There was great applause after all 
the candidates had been confirmed!  The 
Mass continued with the Prayers of the 
Faithful and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
Music Director, Nick Dragone provided 

the music throughout the Mass. 

Far Left: Fr. Gonzalez assists Archbishop 
Greg during the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

 

Left: Liayah Vigilance received a  
blessing from the Archbishop. 

 

Below: After Mass, the Confirmandi had 
photo ops with Archbishop Greg. 

“My friends, I’m asking you to accept the gifts of the Holy Spirit that you’re receiving today; take them seriously and incorporate 
them into your daily life; in your relationship with your parents, your friends, and in your relationship with God.”  

~Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, OFM Conv. 
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Our prayers and  

heartfelt sympathy go out to 
the family of: 

 
V Jose P. Casimiro and +Milagros B. Casimiro;  
 related to Marissa Casimiro  
V Milton Gregory, Jr., husband of Valerie Gregory  
V Clyde Chustz, brother of Elaine Green  
V Larry Joe Barfield, husband of Colleen Lancaster  
 Barfield; son-in-law of Doris and Bob Lancaster; 
 brother-in-law of Shannon Wiggins and 
 +Larry Lancaster  
V Nicolás Rangel, brother of Oscar Zavala's grandmother  
V Deacon Francis Head, formerly at St. Gabriel Catholic 
 Church, Fayetteville, GA 
V Brayan Santiago Zavala, 13 year-old son of Santiago 
 and Maria Zavala; brother of Jesus and Kimberly 
V Gary Allen DelPrince, brother of Renee and  
 Roberta DelPrince 
V Brayan Sanchez, 7 year-old, of Jonesboro, GA  
V Juana Lopez Alcantar, wife of Jose Sanchez  
V Joyce Ferguson, mother of Kristi and Andrew Ferguson 
V Betty Captino, parishioner; wife of +Sam Captino  
V Jeanette Mangan, parishioner; wife of +Gene Mangan  

 
May they rest in God’s peace! 

Thank You to our Unsung Heroes! 
 

Many, many thanks go to St. Philip’s Custodian, Ricky 
Darby (pictured below) and the many volunteers who 
sanitize our church after every weekend and weekday 
Mass.  We greatly appreciate your efforts to keep all  
parishioners and visitors safe and healthy during this 
pandemic by helping to stop the spread of the Corona-
virus.  God bless you all!! 


